
Old Paths
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls.  Jer e miah 6:16

The secret of the LORD is with them that
fear  him;  and  he  will  show  them  his
covenant. Psalm 25:14

Vol. 21, No.2 Straight and Nar row February 2012

 “The LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man
looketh on the out ward ap pear ance, but the

LORD looketh on the heart.” (1 Sam uel 16:7)
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Faith vs. Pre sump tion
Just about every Amer i can has heard the term the real
McCoy. The real McCoy is an idiom and met a phor within
cer tain Eng lish-speak ing areas to mean
the real thing or the gen u ine arti cle,
in con trast to a false item. Some
peo ple believe that the expres -
sion orig i nated because of
El i  jah  McCoy.  In  1871
McCoy, a Cana dian, invented
a lubri cat ing device for steam
engine loco mo tives. The suc -
cess  of  h is inven t ion
inev i ta bly spawned imi ta tions
which may have led rail road
pur chas ing agents to ask for “the
real McCoy.”

There are many other stories
and myths about where the expression the real McCoy came
from, but there is no doubt it arose due to false imitations of
that which was real and true.

In the animal king dom there are two types of snakes that look 
a lot alike. The ven om ous coral snake has bands of red, yel low,
and black, and the harm less king snake has the same or sim i lar
bands of color, but in a dif fer ent order. It mim ics the deadly
coral snake. Can you tell the dif fer ence between the two?

In the spir i tual world we need wis dom to be able to dis cern 
the real McCoy, for we have been told:

The track of truth lies close be side the track of er ror, and 
both tracks may seem to be one to minds which are not

worked by the Holy Spirit, and which, there fore, are not
quick to dis cern the dif fer ence be tween truth and er ror.
(Se lected Mes sages, bk. 1, p. 202)

When one looks straight down a set of railroad tracks, the
two rails seem to converge into one. Railroad tracks are often 
used in art classes as an example of single-point per spec tive
because they appear to con verge into one.

We need spir i tual dis cern ment, for often we are pre -
sented with error, even from those pro fess ing truth. This
was pain fully made appar ent to me recently when I was
par tic i pat ing in a ser vice where a min is ter was speak ing
on a cer tain sub ject. In deal ing with one of the sub-points
of the topic, with out a sig nal ref er ence of inspi ra tion, he
made a remark that was not cor rect; in fact, it was 180
degrees from the truth. Yet after the ser mon, praise was
heaped upon the mes sage, and this point of error was even
praised as an inter est ing and infor ma tive piece of new
light by the ones prais ing it! No won der we have been told
to prove all things (1 Thessalonians 5:21), but by what
stan dard are we to prove all things? By the word of God:
“To the law and to the tes ti mony: if they speak not accord -
ing to this word, it is because there is no light in them”
(Isa iah 8:20).

When we consider the subject of faith, remem ber that
Satan has a counterfeit for it called presumption. The best
way to know the difference between the two is not to study
every false idea—they are too numer ous, any way—but to
study and know the truth as it is in Jesus.

True faith, the real McCoy, must be based upon and
originate in God’s word. Romans 10:17 states: “Faith
cometh by

hearing ,  and

hearing by the

word of God.”

Notice  that

hearing i s

empha sized, not 

see ing, or what

we see. In fact,

we have been

 Eli jah Mc Coy

Also in this is sue:
Youth’s Cor ner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p. 10

Be hold! Phil a del phia, Part 2 . . . . . .  p. 11

Rest for Your Souls . . . . . . . . . . . .  p. 12

Is There an Eighth Church? . . . . . .  p. 18

Com ing Events Cast Shad ows . . . .  p. 22

Camp Meet ing An nounce ments. . .  p. 23

Cor rec tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p. 23

Can you tell which snake is the dan ger ous one?
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told that “we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corin thi ans 5:7).
We walk by hearing the word of God, not by the things we are 
seeing.

Jesus gave a primer on faith one day, when he entered
Capernaum:

And when Je sus was en tered into Capernaum, there
came unto him a cen tu rion, be seech ing him, And saying,
Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy,
grievously tor mented. And Jesus saith unto him, I will
come and heal him. The centurion answered and said,
Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my
roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be
healed. For I am a man under authority, having soldiers
under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to
another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this,
and he doeth it. When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and
said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not 
found so great faith, no, not in Is rael. (Mat thew 8:5–10)

Commenting upon these verses, A. T. Jones wrote:

There is what Je sus pro nounces faith. When we find
what that is, we have found faith. To know what that is, is
to know what faith is. There can be no sort of doubt about
this; for Christ is “the Au thor. . . of faith,” and he says that
that which the cen tu rion man i fested was “faith;” yes, even
“great faith.”

Where, then, in this is the faith?—The centurion wanted 
a certain thing done. He wanted the Lord to do it. But when 
the Lord said, “I will come” and do it, the centurion
checked him, say ing, “Speak the word only,” and it shall
be done.

Now, what did the centurion expect would do the
work?— “The word ONLY.” Upon what did he depend for 
the healing of his servant?—Upon “the word ONLY.”

And the Lord Je sus says that that is faith. (Ad vent Re -
view and Sab bath Her ald, December 6, 1898)

Faith is based upon the words of God and Christ. Peter had
learned to trust the word of Jesus. In Luke 5, we read of Peter
trusting and depending upon the word of Jesus:

And it came to pass, that, as the peo ple pressed upon
him to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of
Gennesaret, And saw two ships standing by the lake: but
the fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing
their nets. And he entered into one of the ships, which was
Simon’s, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little
from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out
of the ship. Now when he had left speaking, he said unto
Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets
for a draught. (Luke 5:1–4)

It is important to understand that the only profitable
fishing on the Lake of Gennesaret (Galilee) was done at
night. During the night it was much easier to catch fish.
During the day the fish could see the nets and flee. Night was
also the time the fish usually ate, so they were then more

active. Peter and his associates had labored all night, during
the best time to catch fish, and had almost nothing to show
for their efforts. Jesus told them, how ever, that they were
going to make a great catch of fish during the part of the day
that does not usually produce any fish. He said to let their
nets down into the deep, where there would be many fish. It
would have seemed reasonable to Peter and the oth ers to
have asked Jesus if he really knew what he was talking about, 
but Peter did not question the Master. He said, “Master, we
have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing:
nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net” (v. 5). Peter
took his boat out and deeply lowered his net. The next thing
Peter realized was that the nets were so full of fish that they
began to tear!

Peter did not go out because he thought that there were
now more fish or that it was a better time of day to fish. No,
not for a  min ute did that kind of thinking prevail in his mind;
he went out based upon the word of Jesus. We are told:

Night was the only fa vor able time for fish ing with nets
in the clear wa ters of the lake. Af ter toil ing all night with -
out suc cess, it seemed hope less to cast the net by day; but
Je sus had given the com mand, and love for their Mas ter
moved the dis ci ples to obey. (The De sire of Ages, p. 246)

Here we find the key ingre di ent in the Chris tian’s faith—
love! Paul tells us that faith works by love (Galatians 5:6).
You see, the devil has a belief, even faith! “Thou believest
that there is one God; thou doest well: the dev ils also believe,
and trem ble” (James 2:19). The Greek word for believe is
sim ply a verb form of the word we trans late faith. So, to say
we believe means that we have faith, but even the devil is
said to have faith. Notice how this gem from the Spirit of
Proph ecy helps to clar ify the matter:

When we speak of faith, there is a dis tinc tion that
should be borne in mind. There is a kind of be lief that is
wholly dis tinct from faith. The ex is tence and power of
God, the truth of His word, are facts that even Sa tan and
his hosts can not at heart deny. The Bi ble says that “the
dev ils also be lieve, and trem ble;” but this is not faith.
James 2:19. Where there is not only a be lief in God’s
word, but a sub mis sion of the will to Him; where the heart
is yielded to Him, the af fec tions fixed upon Him, there is
faith—faith that works by love and pu ri fies the soul.
(Steps to Christ, p. 63)

Faith is an absolute necessity in the Christian’s life, for he
cannot please God without faith.

But with out faith it is im pos si ble to please him: for he
that com eth to God must be lieve that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that dil i gently seek him. (He brews 11:6)

This is certainly not because God is capricious, but only
faith brings grace and obedience within our reach (Ephesians 
2:8; Romans 16:26).
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Faith brings victory over sin in our lives: “For whatsoever
is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory
that overcometh the world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4).

As we noted earlier, faith works by love (Galatians 5:6).
The discipline of science we call physics deals with energy
and force and the measurement of those forces. How do we
quantify those forces? By the amount of work they do. We
measure the efficiency of an automobile engine by
measuring how many miles per gal lon, or liters per kilo me -
ter, the engine is able to obtain. A 2012 Toyota Camry (4 cyl)
is listed to obtain 28 MPG combined under normal
conditions. This is a measurement of the work done by the
engine.

Faith is mea sured by the amount of work it produces. As
James noted:

Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, be ing alone.
Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works:
shew me thy faith with out thy works, and I will shew thee
my faith by my works. (James 2:17, 18)

True faith delights in the law of God and brings one into
obedience to the commandments of God.

I de light to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within
my heart. (Psalm 40:8)

If ye keep my com mand ments, ye shall abide in my
love; even as I have kept my Fa ther’s com mand ments, and 
abide in his love. (John 15:10)

And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep
his com mand ments. He that saith, I know him, and
keepeth not his com mand ments, is a liar, and the truth is
not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is
the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in
him. He that saith he abideth in him ought him self also so
to walk, even as he walked. (1 John 2:3–6)

And what so ever we ask, we re ceive of him, be cause we
keep his com mand ments, and do those things that are
pleas ing in his sight.  And this is his commandment, That
we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and 
love one another, as he gave us com mand ment. And he
that keepeth his com mand ments dwelleth in him, and he in 
him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the
Spirit which he hath given us. (1 John 3:22–24)

False Views of Faith and Works
Clearly God’s com mand ments, his holy law, have an impor -
tant place in the life of the believer. While we can not be
saved by the law, true faith enables us to keep all of God’s
com mand ments. Remem ber, how ever, that the track of truth
and the track of error can be very close, and the issue of
under stand ing the rela tion ship between faith and works has
been an issue that has caused many peo ple, even sea soned
work ers who have stud ied the Bible for years, to slip on the
Chris tian path way. Some peo ple may believe and teach that,
since the cross, God’s law and its author ity are obso lete, but
this is not true. Please do not believe such ideas, beloved.

God’s word says: “For this is the love of God, that we keep
his commandments: and his commandments are not
grievous” (1 John 5:3). We have also been told:

I was shown that the third an gel pro claim ing the com -
mand ments of God and the faith of Je sus, rep re sents the
peo ple who re ceive this mes sage, and raise the voice of
warn ing to the world to keep the com mand ments of God
and His law as the ap ple of the eye; and that in re sponse to
this warn ing, many would em brace the Sab bath of the
lord. (Life Sketches, p. 96)

Beloved, it is true that the law cannot save, but its
authority will never cease. Are we to say today that Sunday
could be used for the Sabbath? If the authority of the law is
gone, what would prevent such a position? Ellen White
quotes Proverbs 7:2 in the pre vi ous quotation, with out any
indication that the authority of the law is past. Most all will
agree that the covenant God made with Abraham was the
new, or ever last ing, cov e nant. Notice what inspiration says
about this covenant:

This same cov e nant [of grace, the new covenant] was
re newed to Abra ham in the prom ise, “In thy seed shall all
the na tions of the earth be blessed.” Gen e sis 22:18. This
prom ise pointed to Christ. So Abra ham un der stood it (see
Galatians 3:8, 16), and he trusted in Christ for the for give -
ness of sins. It was this faith that was ac counted unto him
for righ teous ness. The cov e nant with Abra ham also main -
tained the au thor ity of God’s law. (Pa tri archs and
Proph ets, p. 370)

We have further been told that God’s law is holy, as he is,
and that in the judgment those who have despised his law
will see it in a different light. However, at that time it will be
too late:

When the judg ment shall sit, and ev ery one shall be
judged by the things writ ten in the books, the au thor ity of
God’s law will be looked upon in a light al to gether dif fer -
ent from that in which it is now re garded by the Chris tian
world.  Sa tan has blinded their eyes and con fused their un -
der stand ing, as he blinded and con fused Adam and Eve,
and led them into trans gres sion. The law of Je ho vah is
great, even as its Au thor is great. In the judg ment it will be
rec og nized as holy, just, and good in all its re quire ments.
Those who trans gress this law will find that they have a se -
ri ous ac count to set tle with God; for His claims are
de ci sive (The Re view and Her ald, May 7, 1901)

While one’s obedience does not earn any credit toward
salvation, God appreciates the obedience of his people and
without it, the people cannot claim any covenant relationship 
to God. God says:

For thou art an holy peo ple unto the LORD thy God: the
LORD thy God hath cho sen thee to be a spe cial peo ple unto 
him self, above all peo ple that are upon the face of the
earth. Know there fore that the LORD thy God, he is God,
the faith ful God, which keepeth cov e nant and mercy with



Vol. 21, No. 2 - 5 - http://www.smyrna.org

them that love him and keep his com mand ments to a thou -
sand gen er a tions; Thou shalt there fore keep the
com mand ments, and the stat utes, and the judg ments,
which I com mand thee this day, to do them.  Where fore it
shall come to pass, if ye hear ken to these judg ments, and
keep, and do them, that the LORD thy God shall keep unto
thee the cov e nant and the mercy which he sware unto thy
fa thers: And he will love thee, and bless thee, and mul ti ply 
thee: he will also bless the fruit of thy womb, and the fruit
of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil, the in -
crease of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep, in the land
which he sware unto thy fa thers to give thee. Thou shalt be
blessed above all peo ple: there shall not be male or fe male
bar ren among you, or among your cat tle. And the LORD

will take away from thee all sick ness, and will put none of
the evil dis eases of Egypt, which thou knowest, upon thee; 
but will lay them upon all them that hate thee. (Deu ter on -
omy 7:6, 9, 11–15)

Lest we be charged with misapplying the verses, may we
suggest checking out Christ’s Object Lessons, pages 288,
289, where these verses are quoted in the same context. Ellen 
White also says:

If God’s com mand ments are to be bind ing for a thou -
sand gen er a tions, it will take them into the king dom of
God, into the pres ence of God and his holy an gels. This is
an ar gu ment that can not be con tro verted. The com mand -
ments of God will en dure through all time and eter nity.
(Spe cial Tes ti mo nies on Ed u ca tion, p. 14)

The Error of Presumption
Just as there is a coun ter feit truth about God called the trin ity
and a coun ter feit Sab bath called Sunday, there is a coun ter -
feit faith, and it is called pre sump tion. David prayed:

Who can un der stand his er rors? cleanse thou me from
se cret faults. Keep back thy servant also from
presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me:
then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the
great trans gres sion. (Psalm 19:12, 13)

The basis of pre sump tion is pride. The Hebrew word zed
that is trans lated  pre sump tion means arro gant, or proud. Let
us notice an under stand ing of this from both the Old and the
New Tes ta ments:

 Who can un der stand his er rors? cleanse thou me from
se cret faults. Keep back thy ser vant also from pre sump tu -
ous sins; let them not have do min ion over me: then shall I
be up right, and I shall be in no cent from the great trans -
gres sion. (Deu ter on omy 17:12, 13)

 But the prophet, which shall pre sume to speak a word in 
my name, which I have not com manded him to speak, or
that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that
prophet shall die. (Deu ter on omy 18:20)

The Lord knoweth how to de liver the godly out of temp -
ta tions, and to re serve the un just unto the day of judg ment
to be pun ished: But chiefly them that walk af ter the flesh

in the lust of un clean ness, and de spise gov ern ment. Pre -
sump tu ous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak 
evil of dig ni ties. (2 Pe ter 2:9, 10)

Presumption is sin and leads to death. Presumption carves
its own path, claim ing the promises of God but not
complying with the conditions.

But faith is in no sense al lied to pre sump tion. Only he
who has obe di ence. Pre sump tion also claims the prom -
ises, but uses them as Sa tan did, to ex cuse trans gres sion.
Faith would have led our first par ents to trust the love of
God, and to obey His com mands. Pre sump tion led them to
trans gress His law, be liev ing that His great love would
save them from the con se quence of their sin. It is not faith
that claims the fa vor of Heaven with out com ply ing with
the con di tions on which mercy is to be granted. Gen u ine
faith has its foun da tion in the prom ises and pro vi sions of
the Scrip tures. (The De sire of Ages, p. 126)

Satan attempted to use presumption in the wilderness to
cause the fall of Jesus. In each temptation he asked Jesus to
step over the divine line where faith is separated from
presumption. In the first temptation Jesus was tempted with
hunger. Satan knew Jesus had been in the wilderness for
forty days and would be hungry. Satan tempted Jesus to
perform a miracle to help himself (Matthew 4:2–4), but this
Jesus could not do and still fulfill the plan for which he had
come— our redemption. Concerning the second temptation
we are told:

But Sa tan was not will ing to cease his ef forts un til he
had tried ev ery means to ob tain vic tory over the world’s
Re deemer. He knew that with him self all was at stake,
whether he or Christ should be vic tor in the con test. And in 
or der to awe Christ with his su pe rior strength he car ried
Him to Je ru sa lem and set Him on a pin na cle of the Tem ple, 
and con tin ued to be set Him with temp ta tions. He again de -
manded of Christ that, if He was in deed the Son of God, to
give him ev i dence by cast ing Him self from the dizzy
height upon which he had placed Him. He urged Christ to
show His con fi dence in the pre serv ing care of His Fa ther
by cast ing Him self down from the Tem ple.

In Sa tan’s first temp ta tion upon the point of ap pe tite he
had tried to in sin u ate doubts in re gard to God’s love and
care for Christ as His Son, by pre sent ing His sur round ings
and His hun ger as an ev i dence that He was not in fa vor
with God. He was un suc cess ful in this. He next tried to
take ad van tage of the faith and per fect trust Christ had
shown in His heav enly Fa ther, to urge Him to pre sump -
tion. “If thou be the Son of God, cast thy self down: for it is
writ ten, He shall give his an gels charge con cern ing thee:
and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time
thou dash thy foot against a stone.” Je sus promptly an -
swered, “It is writ ten again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God.” (Con fron ta tion, pp. 47, 48)
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Notice that Satan quoted Psalm 91:11, 12 to Jesus. Let us
notice the words:

He shall give his an gels charge con cern ing thee: and in
their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou
dash thy foot against a stone. (Mat thew 4:6)

For he shall give his an gels charge over thee, To keep
thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands,
Lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. (Psalm 91:11, 12
KJV)

For he shall give his an gels charge con cern ing thee, to
keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up on their
hands, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.
(Eng lish trans la tion of the LXX)

Thus from the Hebrew and the Greek, we see that the
words Satan quoted did not betray the text, but they did not
give all the text! Though quoting Scripture, Satan was not
rightly dividing the word of God (2 Timothy 2:15).

Sa tan now sup poses that he has met Je sus on His own
ground. The wily foe him self pres ents words that pro -
ceeded from the mouth of God. He still ap pears as an an gel 
of light, and he makes it ev i dent that he is ac quainted with
the Scrip tures, and un der stands the im port of what is writ -
ten. As Je sus be fore used the word of God to sus tain His
faith, the tempter now uses it to coun te nance his de cep -
tion. He claims that he has been only test ing the fi del ity of
Je sus, and he now com mends His stead fast ness. As the
Sav iour has man i fested trust in God, Sa tan urges Him to
give still an other ev i dence of His faith.

     But again the temp ta tion is pref aced with the in sin u a -
tion of dis trust, “If Thou be the Son of God.” Christ was
tempted to an swer the “if;” but He re frained from the
slight est ac cep tance of the doubt. He would not im peril
His life in or der to give ev i dence to Satan.

     The tempter thought to take ad van tage of Christ’s hu -
man ity, and urge Him to pre sump tion. But while Sa tan can 
so licit, he can not com pel to sin. He said to Je sus, “Cast
Thy self down,” know ing that he could not cast Him down; 
for God would in ter pose to de liver Him. Nor could Sa tan
force Je sus to cast Him self down. Un less Christ should
con sent to temp ta tion, He could not be over come. Not all
the power of earth or hell could force Him in the slight est
de gree to de part from the will of His Fa ther.

     The tempter can never com pel us to do evil. He can not 
con trol minds un less they are yielded to his con trol. The
will must con sent, faith must let go its hold upon Christ,
be fore Sa tan can ex er cise his power upon us. But ev ery
sin ful de sire we cher ish af fords him a foot hold. Ev ery
point in which we fail of meet ing the di vine stan dard is an
open door by which he can en ter to tempt and de stroy us.
And ev ery fail ure or de feat on our part gives oc ca sion for
him to re proach Christ.

     When Sa tan quoted the prom ise, “He shall give His
an gels charge over Thee,” he omit ted the words, “to keep

Thee in all Thy ways;” that is, in all the ways of God’s
choos ing. Je sus re fused to go out side the path of obe di -
ence. While man i fest ing per fect trust in His Fa ther, He
would not place Him self, un bid den, in a po si tion that
would ne ces si tate the in ter po si tion of His Fa ther to save
Him from death. He would not force Prov i dence to come
to His res cue, and thus fail of giv ing man an ex am ple of
trust and sub mis sion. (The De sire of Ages, p. 125)

The Bible well illustrates presumption. Adam and Eve
presumed upon the word of God when they sinned in the
Garden of Eden (Genesis 3), yet on just the points they had
failed, Christ was victorious.

Christ with stood the test upon ap pe tite, upon the love of
the world, and upon that love of dis play which leads to
pre sump tion. These were the temp ta tions that over came
Adam and Eve, and that so readily over come us. (The De -
sire of Ages, p. 116) 

The disobedience of Saul concerning Amalek is a
textbook case of presumption. The directions were very
clear—destroy all of Amalek, even the children and animals
(1 Samuel 15:1–3). “But Saul and the people spared Agag,
and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings,
and the lambs” (v. 9). This was counter to the plan of God.
Saul claimed that they brought the best back to sacrifice to
Jehovah (verse 15), but Saul could not honor God with a
sacrifice of disobedience. Samuel told him: “Behold, to obey 
is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams”
(v. 22). “Saul presumed upon his exaltation, and dishonored
God by unbelief and disobedience” (Patriarchs and Proph -
ets, p. 633).

Presumption in Divine Healing

Now we want to come to an area of faith and pre sump tion
that is cur rently get ting a lot of atten tion in some cir cles. That 
is the sub ject of divine heal ing. Is there a real McCoy? Are
there still gen u ine man i fes ta tions of the divine touch today?
The answer must a resound ing, Yes! God’s power is cer tainly
not less today, and our pio neer his tory records var i ous won -
der ful man i fes ta tions of heal ing. (See Life Sketches, pages
74–76; Manu script Releases, vol ume 5, page 239; etc.)

Jesus has promised to do some great and wonderful things
for his people. In Mark 16: 17, 18, he said, “And these signs
shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out
devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up
serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt
them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall
recover.” We see an example of this promised fulfilled in the
ministry of the apostles in Jeru sa lem, recorded in Acts 2, 3,
and in Paul’s life, as recorded in Acts 28 and other places.

I know of the power of God to heal and strengthen through
the anoint ing of oil and through prayer. The first series of
evan ge lis tic meetings I had, many years ago, cov ered all our
main Bible truths, includ ing the mark of the beast. I had
preached on the prophecies of Daniel, on the law of God,
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including the Sab bath, and this night I was to preach on the
mark of the beast, but Satan attempted to afflict me so that I
could not speak. I became very ill with a fever and sore
throat. I could hardly talk dur ing fif teen minutes before the
meeting was to begin. The congregation was waiting. What
could I do? I followed the counsel of James 5:14, 15:

Is any sick among you? let him call for the el ders of the
church; and let them pray over him, anoint ing him with oil
in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save
the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have
com mit ted sins, they shall be for given him.

Two elders anointed me and prayed for me. We had
followed the teaching of God all we could, and he honored
his word to us. I was given freedom to be able to preach, and
God blessed the presentation.

However, as we all know, our prayers are not always
answered right away or even at all. Why is this? Is it, as some
say, “a lack of faith”? Let us continue by establishing some
principles upon which God works. The first is cause and
effect. Paul wrote: “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap” (Galatians
6:7), and Ellen White wrote:

Teach your chil dren to study from cause to ef fect; show
them that if they vi o late the laws of their be ing, they must
pay the pen alty by suf fer ing dis ease. (Tes ti mo nies for the
Church, vol. 2, p. 536)

Galatians 6:7 and this reference would indicate that it is
not God’s will to bring healing to those who live in direct
violation of the known laws of health.

In the word of God we have in struc tion rel a tive to spe -
cial prayer for the re cov ery of the sick. But the of fer ing of
such prayer is a most sol emn act, and should not be en tered 
upon with out care ful con sid er ation. In many cases of
prayer for the heal ing of the sick, that which is called faith
is noth ing less than pre sump tion.

Many per sons bring dis ease upon them selves by their
self-in dul gence. They have not lived in ac cor dance with
nat u ral law or the prin ci ples of strict pu rity. Oth ers have
dis re garded the laws of health in their hab its of eat ing and
drink ing, dress ing, or work ing. Of ten some form of vice is
the cause of fee ble ness of mind or body. Should these per -
sons gain the bless ing of health, many of them would
con tinue to pur sue the same course of heed less trans gres -
sion of God’s nat u ral and spir i tual laws, rea son ing that if
God heals them in an swer to prayer, they are at lib erty to
con tinue their un health ful prac tices and to in dulge per -
verted ap pe tite with out re straint. If God were to work a
mir a cle in re stor ing these per sons to health, He would be 
en cour ag ing sin.

It is la bor lost to teach peo ple to look to God as a healer
of their in fir mi ties, un less they are taught also to lay aside
un health ful prac tices. In or der to re ceive His bless ing in
an swer to prayer, they must cease to do evil and learn to do

well. Their sur round ings must be san i tary, their hab its of
life cor rect. They must live in har mony with the law of
God, both nat u ral and spir i tual. (The Min is try of Heal ing,
pp. 227, 228)

Many have ex pected that God would keep them from
sick ness merely be cause they have asked him to do so. But 
God did not re gard their prayers, be cause their faith was
not made per fect by works. God will not work a mir a cle to
keep those from sick ness who have no care for them -
selves, but are con tin u ally vi o lat ing the laws of health, and 
make no ef forts to pre vent dis ease. (The Re view and Her -
ald, De cem ber 19, 1899)

This brings us to the next point: God does expect us to live
in accordance of his health laws and if we will, he has
promised to do great things for his people. God told the
children of Israel:

And said, If thou wilt dil i gently hear ken to the voice of
the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his
sight, and wilt give ear to his com mand ments, and keep all
his stat utes, I will put none of these dis eases upon thee,
which I have brought upon the Egyp tians: for I am the
LORD that healeth thee. (Ex o dus 15:26)

Inter est ingly, we know from the Egyp tian mum mies that
most of the Egyp tians expe ri enced heart dis ease. Prin cess
Ahmose Meyret Amon, who was born around 1580 BC and
died in her 40s, had block ages in two of her three main heart
arter ies. These block ages most likely led to one or more heart 
attacks.

While we can speculate about their diet, we know that they 
did not have double bacon cheeseburgers, yet they still had
heart disease. This should help Seventh-day Adventists to
know that half-hearted measures are not always good
enough for our hearts! Today we know that heart disease can
be virtually eliminated by using a plant-based, whole food
diet, such as the Spirit of Prophecy has counseled us.

God designed human ity, and he pleads with his people to
obey his commandments. If they do, he will be the Lord that
brings healing. Before continuing we want to make
something clear. Anointing does not heal any one; Jesus is the 
healer. Good food and exercise of themselves do not heal;
Jesus heals. But, we use these simple things to show our true
faith in Christ, following his word, as he has said. God also
said:

Where fore it shall come to pass, if ye hear ken to these
judg ments, and keep, and do them, that the LORD thy God
shall keep unto thee the cov e nant and the mercy which he
sware unto thy fa thers: And he will love thee, and bless
thee, and mul ti ply thee: he will also bless the fruit of thy
womb, and the fruit of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine,
and thine oil, the in crease of thy kine, and the flocks of thy
sheep, in the land which he sware unto thy fa thers to give
thee. Thou shalt be blessed above all peo ple: there shall
not be male or fe male bar ren among you, or among your
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cat tle.  And the LORD will take away from thee all sick -
ness, and will put none of the evil dis eases of Egypt, which 
thou knowest, upon thee; but will lay them upon all them
that hate thee. (Deu ter on omy 7:12–15)

The emphasis in the above texts is one of fertility. Dr. Pam
Popper works with couples who have infertility issues. She
has found that by simply putting couples on a plant-based,
whole foods diet, 99% of these couple are able to conceive
children!

God Does Not Heal Everyone Right Now
We have noted that God does not heal every Chris tian of
faith, at least not at first. Or does he? If some one is not
healed, is that sim ply, as some teach, a fail ure to claim the
prom ise of God or a lack of faith? Abso lutely not. The Apos -
tle Paul was a man of faith who suc cess fully prayed for the
sick, even the dead (Acts 20:9–11), yet he was not healed of
bad eye sight. In 2 Corin thi ans 12:7–9, he says:

 And lest I should be ex alted above mea sure through the
abun dance of the rev e la tions, there was given to me a
thorn in the flesh, the mes sen ger of Sa tan to buf fet me, lest
I should be ex alted above mea sure. For this thing I be -
sought the Lord thrice, that it might de part from me. And
he said unto me, My grace is suf fi cient for thee: for my
strength is made per fect in weak ness. Most gladly there -
fore will I rather glory in my in fir mi ties, that the power of
Christ may rest upon me.

Here Paul states that it was in God’s will for him to carry
this infirmity that the glory of God might be made manifest. 

Beloved, we do not always know what is best. “Likewise
the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what
we should pray for as we ought” (Romans 8:26). This
includes prayer for the sick.

In prayer for the sick it should be re mem bered that “we
know not what we should pray for as we ought.” Romans
8:26. We do not know whether the bless ing we de sire will
be best or not. There fore our prayers should in clude this
thought: “Lord, thou knowest ev ery se cret of the soul.
Thou art ac quainted with these per sons. Je sus, their Ad vo -
cate, gave His life for them. His love for them is greater
than ours can pos si bly be. If, there fore, it is for Thy glory
and the good of the af flicted ones, we ask, in the name of
Je sus, that they may be re stored to health. If it be not Thy
will that they may be re stored, we ask that Thy grace may
com fort and Thy pres ence sus tain them in their suf fer -
ings.”

God knows the end from the be gin ning. He is ac -
quainted with the hearts of all men. He reads ev ery se cret
of the soul. He knows whether those for whom prayer is
of fered would or would not be able to en dure the tri als that
would come upon them should they live. He knows
whether their lives would be a bless ing or a curse to them -
selves and to the world. This is one rea son why, while
pre sent ing our pe ti tions with ear nest ness, we should say,

“Nev er the less not my will, but Thine, be done.” Luke
22:42. Je sus added these words of sub mis sion to the wis -
dom and will of God when in the Gar den of Geth sema ne
He pleaded, “O My Fa ther, if it be pos si ble, let this cup
pass from Me.” Mat thew 26:39. And if they were ap pro -
pri ate for Him, the Son of God, how much more are they
be com ing on the lips of fi nite, er ring mor tals! (The Min is -
try of Heal ing, pp. 229, 230)

The counsel here is directly opposite from what was
voiced in a meeting I attended a few years ago, when a per -
son, who clearly was not living within the laws of health
reform, asked to be prayed for and to be anointed. The
minister con duct ing this ser vice waxed bold to announce
that he would not pray, say ing “if it was the Lord’s will,” for
he already knew it was God’s will! This is not faith, but
presumption.

Some have pro fessed to have great faith in God and to
have spe cial gifts and spe cial an swers to their prayers, al -
though the ev i dence was lack ing. They mis took
pre sump tion for faith. The prayer of faith is never lost;
but to claim that it will be al ways an swered in the very
way and for the par tic u lar thing we have ex pected is
pre sump tion. (Tes ti mo nies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 231)

Presumption is one of Satan’s great aids against
Christians. It is an aid that he finds most suc cess ful:

Pre sump tion is a com mon temp ta tion, and as Sa tan
as sails men with this, he ob tains the vic tory nine times
out of ten. Those who pro fess to be fol low ers of Christ,
and claim by their faith to been listed in the war fare against 
all evil in their na ture, fre quently plunge with out thought
into temp ta tions from which it would re quire a mir a cle to
bring them forth un sul lied. Med i ta tion and prayer would
have pre served them and led them to shun the crit i cal, dan -
ger ous po si tion in which they placed them selves when
they gave Sa tan the ad van tage over them. The prom ises of
God are not for us rashly to claim while we rush on reck -
lessly into dan ger, vi o lat ing the laws of na ture and
dis re gard ing pru dence and the judg ment with which
God has en dowed us. This is the most fla grant pre -
sump tion.  (Tes ti mo nies for the Church, vol. 4, pp. 44, 45)

Because of what the Bible and these testimonies say, I am
extremely concerned when I read testimonies such as this:

One per son who asked for prayer for her eyes, promptly
took off her glasses and was about to throw them in the
rub bish bin. I asked if I could keep them for I needed this
tes ti mony as a con stant re minder to my self. My mind at
first whirled about a bit when I saw this strik ing ev i dence
of faith and for a mo ment the thought crossed my mind, “is 
this fa nat i cism?” Just for a mo ment and then I cursed the
thought and re joiced in the faith ful ness of God. I know
that it is just such deeply rooted el e ments of un be lief
which pre vent us from see ing the glory of God. We ask
and then we make pro vi sion in case God fails us!! What
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ter ri ble at ti tudes we have as Chris tians! No won der God
can not work for us.

This sis ter knew that she was healed. Why did she
know, was it the ev i dence of eyes that saw with crys tal
clar ity? No, it was the cer tainty of the word of God who
prom ises to heal all our dis eases. God is not a liar and so,
she knew she was healed, no mat ter what ap pear ances may 
say. This con fi dent trust in God’s word will re veal it self in
the res to ra tion of her eyes as surely as God is faith ful. (Se -
lected)

Remember that the track of truth lies very close to the track 
of error. We need discernment to distinguish between faith
and presumption. On the surface presumption may look very
much like faith, even great faith, but it is a tool of the devil to
trap Christians into his web of destruction.

Today every wind of doctrine is swirling. God has given to 
his people spiritual gifts to help them so as not to be tossed to
and fro:

And he gave some, apos tles; and some, proph ets; and
some, evan ge lists; and some, pas tors and teach ers; For the
per fect ing of the saints, for the work of the min is try, for the 
ed i fy ing of the body of Christ:  Till we all come in the
unity of the faith, and of the knowl edge of the Son of God,
unto a per fect man, unto the mea sure of the stat ure of the
fulness of Christ: That we hence forth be no more chil dren,
tossed to and fro, and car ried about with ev ery wind of
doc trine, by the sleight of men, and cun ning craft i ness,
whereby they lie in wait to de ceive. (Ephe sians 4:11–14)

One of these gifts is prophecy. While others use the Spirit
of Prophecy less and less, I do not apologize for needing and
using the gift that God, in his wis dom, has given his peo ple
so they can avoid pit falls, such as presumption.

Finally, how do we relate to sit u a tions of heal ing which do
not appear to be in accordance with the light God has given
his people? Let us remember that not all miracles come from
God. The book of Revelation tells us clearly that miracles
will be the calling card of satanic agents (Revelation 13:14;
16:14).

In the fu ture, great watch ful ness will be needed. There
is to be among God’s peo ple no spir i tual stu pid ity. Evil
spir its are ac tively en gaged in seek ing to con trol the minds 
of hu man be ings. Men are bind ing up in bun dles, ready to
be con sumed by the fires of the last days. Those who dis -
card Christ and His righ teous ness will ac cept the soph istry 
that is flood ing the world. Chris tians are to be so ber and
vig i lant, stead fastly re sist ing their ad ver sary the devil,
who is go ing about as a roar ing lion, seek ing whom he
may de vour.

Men un der the in flu ence of evil spir its will work mir a -
cles. They will make peo ple sick by cast ing their spell
upon them, and then re move the spell, lead ing oth ers to
say that those who were sick have been mi rac u lously

healed. This Sa tan has done again and again. (This Day
with God, p. 336)

Many who re fuse the mes sage which the Lord sends
them are seek ing to find pegs on which to hang doubts, to
find some ex cuse for re ject ing the light of heaven. In the
face of clear ev i dence they say, as did the Jews, “Show us a 
mir a cle, and we will be lieve. If these mes sen gers have the
truth, why do they not heal the sick?”

Could their eyes be opened, they would see evil an gels
ex ult ing around them and tri umph ing in their power to de -
ceive them. The day is just be fore us when Sa tan will
an swer the de mand of these doubt ers and pres ent nu mer -
ous mir a cles to con firm the faith of all those who are
seek ing this kind of ev i dence. How ter ri ble will be the sit -
u a tion of those who close their eyes to the light of truth and 
ask for mir a cles to es tab lish them in de cep tion!

Our san i tar i ums are to reach a class that can be reached
by no other means. “Why,” asks one and an other, “is not
prayer of fered for the mi rac u lous heal ing of the sick, in -
stead of so many san i tar i ums be ing es tab lished?” Should
this be done, great fa nat i cism would arise in our ranks.
Those who have much self-con fi dence would start into ac -
tion, as did cer tain ones in _____ [In di ana], who had a
great deal to say about holy flesh. These were car ried away 
by a spir i tu al is tic de lu sion. At the Gen eral Con fer ence in
1901 they were re buked by a mes sage given me for them
by the Lord. Should we carry out the plans that some
would be pleased to have us carry out, com pa nies would
be formed who would bring in spir i tu al is tic man i fes ta -
tions that would confuse the faith of many.

Er rors will come in, and strange doc trines will be ad vo -
cated. Some will de part from the faith, giv ing heed to
se duc ing spir its and doc trines of dev ils. As far back as the
es tab lish ment of the first san i tar ium these things be gan to
ap pear. They were sim i lar to the er rors that man i fested
them selves soon af ter the dis ap point ment of 1844. A
strong phase of fa nat i cism ap peared, call ing it self the wit -
ness of the Holy Ghost. I was given a mes sage to re buke
this evil work. (Evan ge lism, pp. 594, 595)

Please consider well the following counsel and vision, for
it may be a saving message to you:

We must ex am ine well the foun da tion of our hope, for
we shall have to give a rea son for it from the Scrip tures.
This de lu sion will spread, and we shall have to con tend
with it face to face; and un less we are pre pared for it, we
shall be en snared and over come. But if we do what we can
on our part to be ready for the con flict that is just be fore us,
God will do His part, and His all-pow er ful arm will pro tect 
us. He would sooner send ev ery an gel out of glory to the
re lief of faith ful souls, to make a hedge about them, than
have them de ceived and led away by the ly ing won ders of
Sa tan.

con tin ued on page 23
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Youth’s Cor ner— Rodney and His Cam els
Our story this month is about Rodney Gilbert, a foreign
correspondent and editorial writer for the New York Herald
Tribune during the early 1900s. He was an expert in Far
Eastern affairs and, at one point, was commissioned to travel
to the outer edges of China as part of his work, and in order to
do this, he had to travel with camels. A few years prior to this
assignment, however, Mr.Gilbert had written an interesting
article for the Asia Magazine about Bactrian camels.

In his article he explained how temperamental Bactrian
camels were, how argumentative and how unintelligent they
were. Then he described the hard job anyone had who raised
these camels because, for example, they ate things that most
other animals would not eat. This meant their owners had to
take their camels to inhospitable places. In fact, he said, if you
grazed Bactrian camels in nice, green fields, they would get
sick! Instead, the camels liked to be out in the middle of
nowhere—in the desert or in scrubby grasslands, where they
ate thorn bushes and other seemingly distasteful vegetation,
and, of course, that meant that the camel’s owner also had to
live in the harsh, scrubby land.

Raising Bactrian camels was not easy in the early 1900s. If
a camel became ill, for example, it rarely improved, and if a
camel became wet, it was sure to get sick. Also, these camels
hated to be restrained and hated anyone who tried to restrain
them. They would use their legs to kick out against anyone or
any guard dog who came near. However, when they were in
danger of harm from wolves or other wild beasts, they
instantly forgot all about their strong legs and could only
remember to c-r-y and s-c-r-e-a-m and spit. This, of course,
did nothing to protect them from the attackers, so the owners
would then have to rush to their aid. Another problem the
owners had was if the camels were allowed to eat anything
during the daytime and were not allowed to get enough to eat,
they would simply lie down and refuse to get up. So trains of
Bactrian camels traveled at night to prevent the camels from
seeing food to graze on, and during daylight hours, the men
rested and allowed the camels to eat and graze to their hearts’
content.

In his article for the Asia Magazine, Mr. Gilbert wrote that
Bactrian camels also easily panicked. At the time he wrote,
camels in a camel train were connected to each other with
ropes through nose rings, and if any camel became
spooked—maybe by seeing a white stone or some bones
along the trail or by a little animal running between its
legs—they all spooked. The first one would rear up, snort, and 
scream, tearing out its nose ring and frightening the next
animal, who would rear up, also. Merchandise would topple
from the camels, and each camel would take off in a different
direction. Then camel drivers would have to run after them,
capture them and bring them back—a long, exasperating task.

A pregnant Bactrian was another problem for the camel
keeper. When it was time for the baby to be born, the mother
would know something unusual was happening, and it would

scare her. If the camel owner or driver was not watching her
closely, he would lose the mother, for she would panic and
take off running and keep running—for one hundred miles!
She would just run and run, and the keepers of the camels
would have to run after her, so they kept close watch on all the
pregnant camels and captured them as soon as they started to
get fidgety, otherwise they would have a hard time finding
them in the desert or grasslands. The keepers had to stay
dressed and have their horses saddled during the camels’ rest
periods, to prevent any mother from running away.

If Bactrian camels browse in coarse, gravely sand, it hurts
their feet, and if their feet become sore, they lie down and
refuse to get up. The owners, therefore, must make boots for
the camels. You can see that Bactrian camels need a lot of care
and are a high-demand, fragile animal. Also, they lose all their 
hair every year. This starts in March and continues through the 
spring, until June. Before the new hair grows in, all you will
see is the camel’s smooth, leathery skin. When you see
pictures of camels with thick, shaggy fur, you know it is their
winter coat, and when you see pictures of smooth-faced
camels, you know the picture was taken in the springtime.
During the springtime, however, the camels get cold, deprived 
of their fur, and they have to be wrapped up; otherwise, they
will become sick, and once a Bactrian camel became sick in
the early 1900s, he rarely recovered. Also, when the babies are 
born, both the mother and the baby get cold easily, for the
wind blows across the grasslands, and the keepers have to
wrap both of them in felt mats to protect them; otherwise, they, 
also, will become sick and died.

This is what it was like to raise Bactrian camels in the early
twentieth century, and, as Mr. Gilbert wrote in his article,
nobody loved a Bactrian and no Bactrian wanted to be loved.
That was just the way it was. They were the strangest beasts he 
had ever seen. But then he was commissioned to go north to
talk with the leaders in northern China and in Mongolia, and
he had to travel by camel—Bactrian camel.

So he purchased a couple of camels and hired a camel expert
to travel with him, and everything went well until the camel
expert deserted him! Mr. Gilbert was now left to continue on his 
journey north, with no one to help him with his two
quarrelsome camels. He knew that when the drivers wanted to
load the camels, they would take hold the rope hanging from the 
nose ring and pull the camel down, but this was very painful to
the camel. So whenever a camel saw a human being coming
near with an outstretched arm, it would start to scream, raise its
head up as high as it could, and try to get away before the keeper 
caught hold of the rope. Mr. Gilbert decided, however, that he
was going to love his camels and that he was not going to hurt
them by pulling on their nose rings. It took a long time for them
to learn to not be afraid when he came near and to learn to kneel
without being pulled down, but they finally understood Mr.
Gilbert was a friend to them.

con tin ued on page 24



Behold! Philadelphia, Part 2
“And to the angel of the church in Phil a del phia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of
David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; I know thy works: behold, I have set before
thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a lit tle strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.
Behold, I will make them of the syn a gogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them
to come and wor ship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also
will keep thee from the hour of temp ta tion, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. Behold, I 
come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. Him that overcometh will I make a pil lar in the tem -
ple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God,
which is new Jeru sa lem, which com eth down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. He that
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” (Rev e la tion 3:7–13)

A Message about Jesus and His People

The mes sage to the angel of the church of Phil a del phia is
espe cially per ti nent to God’s peo ple who face con flict over
spir i tual mat ters. Under inspi ra tion Ellen White tells us that
for “those who in the midst of con flict [who] should main tain 
their faith in God, the prophet was given the words of com -
men da tion and prom ise: ‘I know thy works: behold, I have
set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou
hast a lit tle strength, and hast kept My word, and hast not
denied My name.’ ‘Because thou hast kept the word of My
patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temp ta tion,
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell
upon the earth’” (The Acts of the Apos tles, p. 588). If you are
fac ing con flict and seem to have only a lit tle strength in the
bat tle, be patient and main tain your faith in God. God will
keep you through the con flict, for Jesus has told us: “Fear
not, lit tle flock; for it is your Father’s good plea sure to give
(Greek: divdwmi, didomi) you the king dom” (Luke 12:32).

The mes sage of Jesus to Phil a del phia also con tains a par -
tic u larly beau ti ful descrip tion of him self—the most
com pre hen sive to be found in all the mes sages sent to the
seven churches. Jesus states that he is holy and true, that he
has the key of David, and that what he opens no man can shut
and what he shuts no man can open. He also declares that he
knows the hearts of those who claim to be Jews and that he
knows the future, reveal ing that an hour of temp ta tion is
com ing, that he is return ing soon, and that the overcomers
will be pil lars in the tem ple of God, with the name of his God, 
the name of the city of his God, and his own new name

writ ten upon them. And Jesus por trays him self as pow er ful
by mak ing the false-hearted Jews wor ship at the feet of the
saints and by pro tect ing his peo ple dur ing the over whelm ing
hour of temp ta tion. This is the body of the mes sage for Phil a -
del phia, save for one impor tant admo ni tion given to the
leader—to hold fast that which he had. Why? So that no man
would take his crown!

One of Authority Speaks

The importance of the messages given to the seven churches
of Revelation 2 and 3 is seen in the following quotation,
condensed from a letter written by Ellen White on September 
22, 1903, to the teachers at Emmanuel Missionary College
(known today as Andrews University), in response to the
new book The Living Temple:

In the vi sions of the night this mat ter [of teach ers sus tain -
ing the sen ti ments of the book re gard ing the per son al ity of
God] was clearly pre sented to me, be fore a large num ber.
One of au thor ity was speak ing, and He said, “If the sup -
po si tions and state ments found in this book were es sen tial,
if these state ments were pure prov en der, thor oughly win -
nowed from the chaff, there would be some de cided
men tion of them in the rev e la tion given by Christ to John
to give to the churches. To John the Lord Je sus opened the
sub jects that he saw would be needed by his peo ple in the
last days. The in struc tion that he gave is found in the book
of Rev e la tion. Those who would be co-work ers with our
Lord and Sav iour Je sus Christ will show a deep in ter est in
the truths found in the book of Rev e la tion. With pen and
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voice they will strive to make plain the won der ful things
that Christ came from heaven to re veal.”

The first chap ter of the book of Rev e la tion was then
read, with great so lem nity. . . . 

Our In struc tor pre sented the sol emn mes sages [the con -
text is the mes sages to the churches] that have been given
in their or der in Rev e la tion, and that are to oc cupy the first
place in the minds of God’s peo ple. . . . 

The tes ti mony of Christ, a tes ti mony of the most sol emn 
char ac ter, is to be borne to the world. All through the book
of Rev e la tion there are the
most pre cious, el e vat ing
prom ises, and there are also
warn ings of most fear fully
sol emn im port. Will not those
who pro fess to have a knowl -
edge of the truth read the
tes ti mony given to John by
Christ? Here is no guess work,
no sci en tific de cep tion. Here
are the truths that con cern our
pres ent and fu ture wel fare.
What is the chaff to the
wheat?

Our In struc tor passed on to
the  th ird  chap ter  of
Revelation, and read the fol low ing:—

“Unto the an gel of the church in Sardis write; These things 
saith he that hath the seven Spir its of God, and the seven
stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, 
and art dead. Be watch ful, and strengthen the things which
re main, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works
per fect be fore God. Re mem ber there fore how thou hast re -
ceived and heard, and hold fast, and re pent. If there fore thou
shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt
not know what hour I will come upon thee.”

These words were spo ken with such strength and force 
that those pres ent seemed to be afraid, and hid their faces 
in their hands, as if they were ar raigned be fore the Judge 
of all the earth. Some seemed about to faint.

Then the subject changed. The Speaker read:—

“Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not
de filed their gar ments; and they shall walk with me in
white: for they are wor thy. He that overcometh, the same
shall be clothed in white rai ment; and I will not blot out his
name out of the book of life, but I will con fess his name be -
fore my Fa ther, and be fore his an gels. He that hath an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

“And to the an gel of the church in Phil a del phia write;
These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath
the key of Da vid, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and
shutteth, and no man openeth; I know thy works; be hold, I
have set be fore thee an open door, and no man can shut it:

for thou hast a lit tle strength, and hast kept my word, and
hast not de nied my name. Be hold, I will make them of the
syn a gogue of Sa tan, which say they are Jews, and are not,
but do lie; be hold, I will make them to come and wor ship
be fore thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. Be cause
thou hast kept the word of my pa tience, I also will keep thee
from the hour of temp ta tion, which shall come upon all the
world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. Be hold, I come
quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy
crown. Him that overcometh will I make a pil lar in the tem -

ple of my God, and he shall go no
more out: and I will write upon
him the name of my God, and the
name of the city of my God,
which is New Je ru sa lem, which
com eth down out of heaven from
my God: and I will write upon
him my new name. He that hath
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches.”

In these words there is no
sooth say ing. . . . 

Then was re peated the mes -
sage to the Laodicean church.
The whole of the third chap ter of
Rev e la tion, from first to last, was 

read. (The Spalding and Magan Col lec tion, pp. 320–323;
also pub lished in The Re view & Her ald, Oc to ber 22, 1903; 
all em pha sis in this ar ti cle sup plied un less oth er wise
stated)

The let ter closed with an appeal for the watch men on the
walls of Zion to awaken, but the words of the one of author ity 
are reveal ing. He (not Ellen White) stated that if the state -
ments in The Liv ing Tem ple were essen tial, were pure
prov en der, and were thor oughly win nowed from chaff,
“there would be some decided men tion of them in the rev e la -
tion given by Christ to John to give to the churches.” It
cer tainly behooves us to under stand these mes sages. Not
only did they come from our heav enly Father and Jesus, but
in 1903 they were re-affirmed, in state ment and quo ta tion, by 
the one of author ity who came to Ellen White in vision. In her 
vision the only mes sages the one of author ity quotes are por -
tions of the mes sages given to the seven churches and not the
mes sages in Rev e la tion 14, for exam ple, as impor tant as they 
are. This should give us a greater appre ci a tion for how essen -
tial, pure, and thor oughly win nowed they are to meet the
great need of God’s peo ple at the end of time. So, let us turn
our atten tion to some of the impor tant aspects of the message
to the church in Philadelphia.

The Key of David

The word key is used only twice in the Old Tes ta ment
(Judges 3:25 and Isa iah 22:22) and comes from the Hebrew
word  maphteach and means just what the Eng lish word
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con notes—an instru ment that locks or unlocks some thing.
In the New Tes ta ment the word key is used only six times
(four of which are found in the book of Rev e la tion—Rev e -
la tion 1:18; 3:7; 9:1; 20:1), but each of the six times the
Greek word kleis is used, it sim ply means some thing that
con trols the open ing or the clos ing, the bind ing or the loos -
en ing, of some thing else. It rep re sents power. What, then, is 
the key of David?

The only bib li cal ref er ence to the key of David, other than
that found in Rev e la tion 3:7, is found in Isa iah 22:22: “And
the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoul der; so
he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none 
shall open.” The lat ter part of Isa iah 22 is speak ing about
Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, but Isa iah is speak ing sym bol i -
cally of Christ in this pas sage, espe cially in verse 22, which
is repeated by Jesus in Rev e la tion 3:7: “These things saith he
that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he
that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man
openeth.” Other parts of Isa iah 22:20–25 speak of the gov -
ern ment being com mit ted into his (Eliakim’s) hand, of him
being a father to the inhab it ants of Jeru sa lem and to the house 
of Judah, and of him being a glo ri ous throne to his father’s
house. James White states that “the term, ‘key of David,’ in
this text [Rev e la tion 3:7], has direct ref er ence to Christ’s
recep tion of the throne of David, which is his right ful throne,
the throne of the immor tal king dom” (The Sec ond Com ing of
Christ, p. 79).

Names
Three names are men tioned in this prom ise to the Phil a del -
phian church—the name of Jesus’ God, the name of the city
of Jesus’ God, and the new name of Jesus him self. E. J.
Waggoner explains the use of the word name in Rev e la tion
3:12 in this way:

God puts his name upon his peo ple, that all may know to 
whom they be long. Men put their names upon their places
of business for a sign. Christ says, “Be hold, I and the chil -
dren whom the Lord hath given me are for signs and for
won ders.” Wher ever the men of the world come into con -
tact with the peo ple of God, they are to see the name of
God, and rec og nize at a glance that God dwells within, and 
does busi ness there. (Gen eral Con fer ence Bul le tin, April
9, 1901)

Behold! An Open Door
“Behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can
shut it” (Rev e la tion 3:8). The use of the word behold means
notice what comes next. Some thing impor tant fol lows, and
Jesus wants us to pay atten tion to it. The Greek word for have 
set is didomi and means to give. Jesus has given us an open
door. (Didomi is also used in John 3:16, for exam ple.) Now,
why would any man want to shut a door that Christ has
opened for him, know ing that Christ only gives good gifts to
his chil dren? It does not make sense, and it prob a bly made no 
sense to the lit tle flock in 1844, either, but for us, liv ing at a

time when we can look back 167 years to 1844, we can see
that what Jesus implied in his mes sage has been, and con tin -
ues to be, attempted. The min is tra tion of Jesus in the most
holy place has been dimin ished and well-nigh oblit er ated in
the eyes of most peo ple today, but Jesus cau tions us to let no
man take our crowns! Let us read Ellen White’s expla na tion
of the open door:

The sub ject of the sanc tu ary was the key which un -
locked the mys tery of the dis ap point ment . . . 

Af ter the pass ing of the time of ex pec ta tion, in 1844,
Ad ventists still be lieved the Sav iour’s com ing to be very
near; they held that they had reached an im por tant cri sis,
and that the work of Christ as man’s in ter ces sor be fore
God, had ceased. . . . 

But clearer light came with the in ves ti ga tion of the
sanc tu ary ques tion. Now was seen the ap pli ca tion of those 
words of Christ in the Rev e la tion, ad dressed to the church
at this very time [1844]: “These things saith he that is holy,
he that is true, he that hath the key of Da vid, he that
openeth and no man shutteth, and shutteth and no man
openeth; I know thy works; be hold, I have set be fore thee
an open door, and no man can shut it.” [Rev e la tion 3:7, 8.]
Here an open as well as a shut door is brought to view. At
the ter mi na tion of the 2300 pro phetic days in 1844, Christ
changed his min is tra tion from the holy to the most holy
place. When, in the min is tra tion of the earthly sanc tu ary,
the high priest on the day of atone ment en tered the most
holy place, the door of the holy place was closed, and the
door of the most holy was opened. So, when Christ passed
from the holy to the most holy of the heav enly sanc tu ary,
the door, or min is tra tion, of the for mer apart ment was
closed, and the door, or min is tra tion, of the lat ter was
opened. Christ had ended one part of his work as our in ter -
ces sor, to en ter upon an other por tion of the work; and he
still pre sented his blood be fore the Fa ther in be half of sin -
ners. “Be hold,” he declares, “I have set be fore thee an
open door, and no man can shut it.”

Those who by faith fol low Je sus in the great work of the
atone ment, re ceive the ben e fits of his me di a tion in their
be half; but those who re ject the light that brings to view
this work of min is tra tion, are not bene fited thereby. The
Jews who rejected the light given at Christ’s first ad vent,
and re fused to be lieve in him as the Sav iour of the world,
could not re ceive par don through him. When Je sus at his
as cen sion en tered by his own blood into the heav enly
sanc tu ary to shed upon his dis ci ples the bless ings of his
me di a tion, the Jews were left in to tal dark ness, to con tinue 
their use less sac ri fices and of fer ings. The min is tra tion of
types and shad ows had ceased [feast days, for example].
That door by which men had for merly found ac cess to
God, was no lon ger open. The Jews had re fused to seek
him in the only way whereby he could then be found,
through the min is tra tion in the sanc tu ary in Heaven.
There fore they found no com mu nion with God. To them
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the door was shut. They had no knowl edge of Christ as the
true sac ri fice and the only me di a tor be fore God; hence
they could not re ceive the benefits of his me di a tion. (The
Spirit of Proph ecy, vol. 4, pp. 268, 269)

Ellen White was shown that her hus band’s “rela tion to the
peo ple of God was sim i lar, in some respects, to that of Moses
to Israel” (Tes ti mo nies for the Church, vol. 3, p. 85), so his
under stand ing of the open and shut doors is of value:

“These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that
hath the key of Da vid, he that openeth, and no man
shutteth, and shutteth, and no man openeth.” That Christ is 
here de scribed, no one will deny. He is the right ful heir to
Da vid’s throne, hence has the key of Da vid, which may
rep re sent power. The throne of Da vid, or Christ, on which
he is to reign, is in the cap i tal of his king dom, the New Je -
ru sa lem now above. The open ing and shut ting can re fer
only to the change of min is tra tion from the Holy to the
most Holy of the heav enly Sanc tu ary, at the end of the
2300 days, in 1844. It was then that the min is tra tion in the
Holy Place closed, and the min is tra tion in the most Holy
for the for give ness of sins, and to cleanse the Sanc tu ary,
was opened by him that hath the key of David. “Be hold, I
set be fore thee an open door.” “And the tem ple of God was
opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark
of his tes ta ment.” Rev.xi,19. We can ap ply texts of this
class to no other events than Christ’s en ter ing the most
Holy, in 1844, and open ing his min is tra tion there, where
the ark of ten com mand ments is, hence, since that time the
Sab bath, with the whole law of God, has been present truth 
in a spe cial sense. (James White, The  Review & Her ald,
Oc to ber 16, 1856)

As Sev enth-day Adven tists we know that the Sab bath
com mand ment has been shin ing more fully since 1844, but, I 
am sorry to say, Sev enth-day Adventism today com pletely
denies the cleans ing min is try of Jesus in the most holy place.
Fun da men tal Belief #24, “Christ’s Min is try in the Heav enly
Sanc tu ary,” only affirms a min is try of inves ti ga tion and not
one, also, of cleans ing; and Fun da men tal Belief #9, “Life,
Death, and Res ur rec tion of Christ,” only pro claims an atone -
ment of for give ness (jus ti fi ca tion) and not one of for give ness 
and cleans ing (sanc ti fi ca tion). An inves ti ga tive pro cess is
occur ring in the most holy place, but a cleans ing min is try is
also occur ring:

Those who are liv ing upon the earth when the in ter ces -
sion of Christ shall cease in the sanc tu ary above are to
stand in the sight of a holy God with out a me di a tor. Their
robes must be spot less, their char ac ters must be pu ri fied
from sin by the blood of sprin kling. Through the grace of
God and their own dil i gent ef fort they must be con quer ors 
in the bat tle with evil. While the in ves ti ga tive judg ment is
go ing for ward in heaven, while the sins of pen i tent be liev -
ers are be ing re moved from the sanc tu ary, there is to be a
spe cial work of pu ri fi ca tion [fi nal atone ment], of putt ing
away of sin, among God’s peo ple upon earth. This work

is more clearly pre sented in the mes sages of Rev e la tion
14.

When this work shall have been ac com plished, the fol -
low ers of Christ will be ready for His ap pear ing. “Then
shall the of fer ing of Ju dah and Je ru sa lem be pleas ant unto
the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in for mer years.”
Malachi 3:4. Then the church which our Lord at His com -
ing is to re ceive to Him self will be a “glo ri ous church, not
hav ing spot, or wrin kle, or any such thing.” Ephesians
5:27. Then she will look “forth as the morn ing, fair as the
moon, clear as the sun, and ter ri ble as an army with
banners.” Song of Sol o mon 6:10. (The Great Con tro versy, 
p. 425)

Let us hold fast to our knowl edge of the open door set
before us and to the com plete min is try of Jesus in the most
holy place, so that no doc trine of man will take our crowns!

The Hour of Temptation

“Be cause thou hast kept the word of my pa tience, I also will
keep thee from the hour of temp ta tion, which shall come
upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.”
In this scrip ture is brought to view the hour of temp ta tion
that is to try them that dwell upon the earth. We are now liv -
ing in this try ing hour. There is no es cape for any from this
con flict. If in your life there are de fec tive traits of char ac -
ter that you are not striv ing to over come, you may be
as sured that the en emy will en deavor to take ad van tage of
them; for he is watch ing vig i lantly, seek ing to spoil the
faith of ev ery one. In or der to gain the vic tory over ev ery
besetment of the en emy, we must lay hold on a power that
is out of and be yond our selves. We must main tain a con -
stant, liv ing con nec tion with Christ, who has power to
give vic tory to ev ery soul that will main tain an at ti tude of
faith and hu mil ity. If we are self-suf fi cient, and think that
we may go on just as we please, and yet hope to come out
on the right side fi nally, we shall find that we have made a
ter ri ble mis take. As those who hope to re ceive the
overcomer’s re ward, we must press for ward in the Chris -
tian war fare, though at ev ery advance we meet with
op po si tion. (El len White, The Re view & Her ald, July 9,
1908)

What do we know about this hour of temp ta tion? When
Jesus spoke these words, they referred to a future event, but
in 1908, when the above words were recorded, it had become 
a cur rent event, so this hour of temp ta tion can not refer to the
Chris tian strug gle that all of God’s peo ple have faced since
the fall of Adam and Eve. It has to be some thing else. The
con text of the above quo ta tion is the con flict we have with
our defec tive traits of char ac ter—all God’s peo ple have dealt 
with this issue—but there is more. It involves over com ing
and “vic tory over every besetment of the enemy.” It is a work
of puri fi ca tion, a work of per fec tion. Don’t let any one tell
you that those who are trans lated will be sin ning until Jesus
comes. It just can’t be. 
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False Christians

A bat tle is con tin u ally go ing on be tween the forces for
good and the forces for evil, be tween the an gels of God
and the fallen an gels. We are be set be fore and be hind, on
the right hand and on the left. The con flict that we are pass -
ing through is the last we shall have in this world. We are
now in the midst of it. Two par ties are striv ing for the
supremacy. In this con flict we cannot be neu tral. We must
stand ei ther on one side or on the other. If we take our po si -
tion on the side of Christ, if we ac knowl edge him be fore
the world in word and work, we are bear ing a liv ing tes ti -
mony as to whom we have cho sen to serve and honor. In
this im por tant pe riod of earth’s his tory, we cannot af ford
to leave any one in uncertainty as to whose side we are on.
(El len White, The Re view & Her ald, July 9, 1908)

There is no nat u ral en mity be tween fallen men and
fallen an gels; both are par tak ers of the same spirit through
in dul gence in evil. It is ac cord ing to the law of the syn a -
gogue of Sa tan that in the con tro versy of the evil against
the good, fallen men and fallen an gels shall unite in a des -
per ate com pan ion ship. From the be gin ning Sa tan has
worked con tin u ally to de throne the Cre ator, and what ever
may be the di vi sions among evil men and evil an gels, there 
is no di vi sion in their op po si tion to God. They are banded
to gether as with iron cords to op pose the Cre ator and Re -
deemer of man. Sa tan is de ter mined to ut terly de prave
hu man na ture through mak ing of none ef fect the com -
mand ments of God. He orig i nates tra di tions, and through
his max ims he suc ceeds in as sim i lat ing to his own na ture
the na ture of those who do not yield al le giance to the law
of God. (El len White, The Signs of the Times, June 11,
1894)

The church of God, de spised and per se cuted by the
world, are ed u cated and dis ci plined in the school of Christ. 
They walk in nar row paths on earth; they are pu ri fied in
the furnace of af flic tions. For Je sus’ sake they en dure op -
po si tion, ha tred, cal umny. They fol low Christ through
sore con flicts; they en dure self-de nial, and ex pe ri ence bit -
ter dis ap point ments; but their pain ful ex pe ri ence teaches
them the guilt and woe of sin, and they look upon it with
ab hor rence. Be ing par tak ers of Christ’s suf fer ings, they
are des tined to be par tak ers of his glory. (El len White, The
Signs of the Times, June 18, 1894)

We have dis cussed the syn a gogue of Satan in ear lier arti -
cles, but one thing to note in this mes sage is that the wor ship
that occurs here has to be at the end of all time—it will never
hap pen before then. It can not, for we have just read that “evil
men and evil angels” are “banded together as with iron cords
to oppose the Cre ator and Redeemer of man,” and we know
this oppo si tion will never end until Jesus comes and deliv ers
his peo ple. 

Another impor tant com ment Jesus makes is that the syn a -
gogue of Satan will know that Jesus has loved the church of
Phil a del phia. Why would he say that? Because just before

Jesus comes, his peo ple will be appear des ti tute, rag ged, and
worn; thread bare, lean, and home less, and the SS (syn a -
gogue of Satan) will hurl epi thets and derogatory com ments
at them, such as “You think you are God’s peo ple; you think
he loves you and that you are the apple of his eye?! Just look
at your selves!” Satan tried to get Jesus to doubt in the wil der -
ness, and he will try the same with us, but we must “keep the
word” of his patience and take heart. Behold! Jesus is coming 
soon!

We also must be pre pared that some of our clos est friends
in the faith may even tu ally become part of the synogogue of
Satan, for Ellen White tells us that this syn a gogue is com -
posed of “pro fessed Sev enth-day Adven tists.” Speak ing to
Eli Curtis, she stated:

You think, that those who wor ship be fore the saint’s
feet, (Rev e la tion 3:9), will at last be saved. Here I must dif -
fer with you; for God shew me that this class were
pro fessed Ad ven tists, who had fallen away, and “cru ci fied
to them selves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an
open shame.” (A Word to the Lit tle Flock, p. 12)

Let No Man Take Thy Crown

“Be hold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast,
that no man take thy crown.” Here again we are ad mon -
ished to faith ful ness, in view of the con flict. We must not
yield any point that we have al ready gained [such as the
fi nal atone ment]. From now on till Je sus co mes, the bat tle
will wax fiercer and still fiercer. We shall have to meet and 
re sist men who are re garded as very wise and learned,
but who are not spir i tu ally wise unto sal va tion. Our only
hope of sav ing our own souls and of help ing oth ers to be
saved, is to re ceive the righ teous ness of Je sus Christ. We
are seek ing for a crown, a crown of glory that fadeth not
away. As overcomers we are to reign with Christ in the
heav enly courts; and we are to over come through the
blood of the Lamb and the word of our tes ti mony. (El len
White, The Re view & Her ald, July 9, 1908)

Conclusion
In this arti cle we have cov ered a few of the main points of the
mes sage to the leader of the church at Phil a del phia—the key
of David, the syn a gogue of Satan, the open and shut door,
etc.—but if you just under stand the con cepts fol low ing the
four beholds in this mes sage, you will be blessed:  “Behold, I
have set before thee an open door,” “Behold, I will make
them of the syn a gogue of Satan . . . behold, I will make them
to come and wor ship before thy feet, and to know that I have
loved thee,” and “Behold, I come quickly.” Yes, Jesus is com -
ing quickly, and he is call ing us to take our stand—“We
can not afford to leave any one in uncer tainty as to whose side 
we are on.” Beloved, we need to enter into the work of Christ
now—that “spe cial work of puri fi ca tion [and] of putt ing
away of sin”—and to “be found writ ten in the book.” Then,
on that glo ri ous day, we shall be delivered (Daniel 12:1)!

Onycha Holt
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Is There an Eighth Church?
This is the last of a four-part series we have pre pared on the
sub ject of the church. We acknowl edge that this study is not
exhaus tive, but it has been the goal to give a basic bib li cal
under stand ing of the con cept of the church, as well as to help
believ ers have an under stand ing of how to relate to an orga -
ni za tion that falsely claims to be the remnant.

Since this study has spanned more than a sea son, we
would like to begin this final segment with a review of some
of the vital points that were introduced in the first three stud -
ies, with addi tional mate rial pre sented to expand the subject
matter.

The Greek word translated church is ekklesia (ejkklhsiva),
which means the called-out ones. They are called out from
the world to serve Christ.

The church is founded upon Jesus and upon him being the
Son of God. (See Matthew 16:13–18 and The De sire of Ages,
pages 412, 413.) The church is the pillar and ground of truth
(1 Timothy 3:15), and as such, it must teach truth to remain
the church of God.

The church belongs to God and Christ (Romans 16:16;
Acts 20:28); there fore, the church never belongs to any man,
state, or group; and it can never be run, controlled, or
directed by any man, state, or group.

We have seen that “all society is ranging into two great
classes, the obedient and the disobedient” (Manuscript
Releases, vol. 1, p. 296). Despite many denominations,
religions, and factions upon the earth, in real ity, there are just
two churches upon earth, and everyone belongs to one
church or the other, even if one does not realize it.

As we studied the issue of the church within the writings
of the Spirit of Proph ecy, we learned that she spoke of a
principle whereby we are to take time and place into
consideration. While nothing is to be ignored, we are to
understand the background and circumstances to the
testimonies and realize that they have a determining factor in
the testimonies’ origins. (See Selected Messages, book 1,
page 57.)

This principle is vital to understand if the voice of the
General Conference is to be considered the voice of God
today, as well as if the church, meaning the denomination,
can become a part of Babylon.

In part 3 of our study, we exam ined the Jew ish econ omy.
While God called the chil dren of Israel to be his peo ple, they
were not given a straight ticket into the king dom of God. Pro -
fes sion meant noth ing if their lives did not live up to the
stan dard to which he had called them. Writ ing in Romans
and Galatians, Paul makes it clear that one’s spir i tual birth -
right and one’s phys i cal birth right are not the same thing.
(Romans 9:6–8; Romans 2:28, 29; Galatians 3:6, 29; 6:16;
see also Christ’s Object Les sons, page 294; and The Desire of 
Ages, pages 107, 466, 467)

 The book of Rev e la tion depicts two women who rep re -
sent the obe di ent and the dis obe di ent. God’s peo ple are
rep re sented by the pure woman (Rev e la tion 12:1), while
Satan’s hosts are mar shaled under the ban ner of a har lot
(Rev e la tion 17:1, 2). A more strik ing con trast could hardly 
be made. Within his last-day peo ple, God has a spe cial group
called the 144,000. Some of the char ac ter is tics of this group
include:
l Con nec tion with the giv ing of the three an gels’ mes sages
l No guile; pure doc trine (Rev e la tion 14:5)
l Fa ther’s name in their fore head (Rev e la tion 14:1)
l Sealed in the fore head (Rev e la tion 7:3, 4)
l Serve God in his tem ple (Rev e la tion 7:15; Early Writ ings, 

page 18)

The 144,000 have many of the same char ac ter is tics of the
Philadelphian church. This group is contrasted with another
group, the syn a gogue of Satan, who worship at the feet of the
saints (Rev e la tion 3:9; A Word to the Lit tle Flock, pages 12,
14, 15). This happens for “a num ber of days” before Jesus
comes (Maranatha, p. 287).

In connection with last-day events, we have studied the
shaking. The Spirit of Prophecy declares that it began soon
after the 1844 dis ap point ment,  long before any
denomination was formed. Furthermore, this shaking was
caused by the straight testimony and would shake people out
of the truth, or mes sage.

The Eighth Church?
We need to now con sider a ques tion that has arisen: Is there
an eighth church, and what does that expres sion mean?

Since the seven churches have, for the most part, been
interpreted by Adventists as representing seven consecutive
time periods of the Christian church, the conclusion is that
the seventh (the perfect number) is the last and final church.
There fore, if Laodicea is the last church, it must be the
translation church, since there is no eighth church mentioned 
in Revelation. But is the assumption that the churches form a
linear time line valid? Are there other principles of
interpretation that should be considered?

Let us consider the way that Christians have interpreted
the seven churches of Revelation 2 and 3. There are at least
four main schemes of interpretation that have been used to
try to unlock the meaning in Revelation.

One method, or sys tem, of inter pre ta tion is the preterist
view. Preterism teaches that Rev e la tion is a proph ecy of
events that were ful filled in the first cen tury. The Roman
emper ors rep re sent the beast, etc. Preterism was first
expounded by the Jesuit, Luis De Alcasar, dur ing the coun ter 
ref or ma tion to attack the pre vail ing view among Prot es tants
that Rome was the beast of Rev e la tion 13.  If the proph e cies
of Rev e la tion find their ful fill ment in the first cen tury and
since the papacy did not arise until after the first century,
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then, accord ing to this logic, the papacy cannot be the beast
power.

Another sys tem of inter pre ta tion that is very pop u lar
today is known as futur ism. Futur ism also began dur ing the
coun ter ref or ma tion to attack the pre vail ing view that Rome
was the beast power. Futur ism inter prets the first three chap -
ters of Rev e la tion as deal ing with events dur ing the time of
the writ ing of the book and then the rest of the book with
events that will hap pen in the future, usu ally taught today as
being after a secret rap ture. The proph e cies are con sid ered to
be lit eral descrip tions of events yet to hap pen. This scheme
was molded by the Span ish Jesuit, Fran cisco Ribera, the
logic being that since the papacy is in existence now and has
been formed for cen tu ries and since, accord ing to this
scheme, the anitchrist is not to arise until after a secret rap -
ture, then the papacy can not be the antichrist or the beast of
Rev e la tion 13. This scheme did not find much foot ing until
the begin ning of the last cen tury, but today is the stan dard
scheme of inter pre ta tion by most evangelical churches.

A third view of Revelation comes from the spiritual
scheme wherein the book is more designed to teach spiritual
lessons than to reveal the future. This scheme “illustrates, in
the struggles of the early church, abiding spiritual principles
that are applicable to all of human experience throughout
history. The symbols can refer to specific people or events in
that time, for example, the emperor Nero, but they also
become symbols for a larger reality tied to common human
experience.  The beast symbolizes Nero, while Nero
symbolizes the lack of control we experience in our lives, as
well as those who exercise power over us in destructive
ways” (http://www.crivoice.org/therevelation.html). This
view also prevents the papacy from being the beast of
Revelation 13.

Finally, we come to the historist scheme. This was the
method of interpretation used by the early Protestants. It
represents Revelation as an unrolling scroll of church his tory 
and, in some cases, world history. This has been the scheme
of understanding that has been used by Seventh-day
Adventists since their inception. It was this prin ci ple that
guided Uriah Smith in writing his book Thoughts on Daniel
and Revelation. Using this principle the papacy can be
identified as the beast of Revelation 13 and the great whore
of Revelation 17.

This scheme has also been used to understand the seven
churches of Revelation 2 and 3. These churches have been
considered to represent the church in seven different states
that run consecutively from the time of the apostles to the
second coming of Jesus Christ. However, is this model for
the churches endorsed by inspiration? Let us examine a few
statements to find out what we can learn.

The names of the seven churches are sym bolic of the
church in dif fer ent pe ri ods of the Chris tian Era. The num -
ber 7 in di cates com plete ness, and is sym bolic of the fact
that the mes sages ex tend to the end of time, while the sym -

bols used re veal the con di tion of the church at dif fer ent
pe ri ods in the his tory of the world. (The Acts of the Apos -
tles, p. 585; written 1911)

This statement seems to have been based, at least partly,
upon the following manu script, but notice especially the first 
sentence that is not included in The Acts of the Apostles:

The mes sages given to the churches in Asia, por tray the
state of things ex ist ing in the churches of the re li gious
world to day. The names of the churches are sym bolic of
the Chris tian church in dif fer ent pe ri ods of the Chris tian
era; the num ber of the churches—seven—in di cates com -
plete ness and is sym bolic of the fact that the mes sages
ex tend to the end of time, and are en forced to day; while
the fig ures used are sym bolic of the state of God’s pro -
fessed peo ple,—the wheat de vel op ing among the tares;
truth stand ing on its own eter nal ba sis in con trast with er -
ror.

I wish to em pha size the fact, that the churches to which
John was told to send the in struc tion given him rep re sent
all the churches in our world, and that this rev e la tion to
him is to be stud ied and be lieved and preached by the Sev -
enth-day Ad ven tist Church to day. (Manu script Re leases,
vol. 1, p. 372; all em pha sis sup plied un less oth er wise
noted)

These statements remind me of the famous puz zle, the
Rubik’s Cube, orig i nally designed by Erno Rubik of
Hungary, to solve a problem of internal structural design.
After creating the cube Rubik real ized that he had also a
puzzle which, accord ing to math e mat ics, has over forty-six
quintillion (that’s 46,000 trillion!) possible positions to be
wrong, but only one to be correct.

As we combine the various parts of the state ments from
Ellen White, we achieve different looks, but while some
arrangement seem nice, just as certain unsolved
arrangements of the cube look pretty, it is not the solution
that fits all the requirements.

Within these statements we find clear evidence of an
endorsement of the historist principle, yet the instruction of
these messages was not restricted to a specific time element.
To help clarify the mat ter, let us look at how Adventism has
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historically interpreted these churches in a linear time
sequence. (See chart on next page.)

There may be some dif fer ence of opin ion on the dat ing, but
within a few years, this is an accu rate rep re sen ta tion of the stan -
dard Adven tist view. Now let us notice some of the spe cific
points from the state ments of Ellen White we quoted ear lier.

She does not say that just the last mes sage extends to the
end of time, but the mes sages, plu ral. Fur ther more, she
says that “the sym bols reveal the con di tion of the church at 
dif fer ent peri ods in the his tory of the world.” This, of
course, could be inter preted in two ways: The dif fer ent
sym bols of each church rep re sent the church dur ing a spe -
cific time for just that church or all the sym bols of the
churches are rel e vant at any given time. The for mer would
seem to be the better choice here. Fur thermore, as we care -
fully read what Ellen G. White wrote in Manu script
Releases, we also see more. There she is very focused on
the fact that all the churches have a mes sage for “today.”

The mes sages given to the churches  in Asia [plu ral, not
just the last one], por tray the state of things ex ist ing in the
churches of the re li gious world to day. . . . 

I wish to em pha size the fact, that the churches to which
John was told to send the in struc tion given him rep re sent
all the churches in our world [pres ent tense dur ing the time 
of the writ ing], and that this rev e la tion to him is to be stud -
ied and be lieved and preached by the Sev enth-day
Ad ven tist Church to day. (Manu script Re leases, vol. 1,
p. 372)

Per haps these state ments open more ques tions than they
answer. She speaks of the “churches” of today. There seems
to be no rea son we should restrict this to just dif fer ent Sev -
enth-day Adven tist churches; however, she also says in The
Acts of the Apos tles’ state ment that “the names of the
churches are sym bolic of the Chris tian church in dif fer ent
peri ods of the Chris tian era.” Here she seems to be speak ing
of the true church—sin gu lar—not sim ply a pro fessed church 

or churches. Spe cif i cally Ellen White men tions five cat e go -
ries in these state ments. Chart ing the cat e go ries with their
appli ca tions, we have the fol low ing three charts:

Categories Appli ca tion

All the Messages
Show the state of things
existing in the churches of
the religious world today

Names of the Churches
Symbol of the Christian
church in different periods

The Number of Churches—7

Represents completeness and 
is symbolic of the fact that
the messages [plural] extend
to the end of time and are
enforced today

The Figures Used
Are sym bols of the state of
God’s pro fessed peo ple and
not nec es sar ily God’s peo ple

The Churches
Represent all the churches in
our  world [present tense in
1900]

Categories Time of Appli ca tion

All the Messages “Today”–—the present

Names of the Churches
“different peri ods,” though
when the peri ods occur is not 
defined

The Number of Churches—7

“extend to the end of time,
and are enforced today”—all
the Chris tian era, espe cially 
now

The Figures Used
Pres ent, but not limited to
the pres ent

The Churches
“churches in our world”
[present tense in 1900]

Categories Direc tion of Appli ca tion

All the Messages
“The churches of the reli -
gious world”

Names of the Churches “The Christian Church”

The Number of Churches—7 undefined

The Fig ures Used God’s professed people

The Churches
“all the churches in our
world” [pres ent tense in 1900]
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The first observation we might make is that the messages
and the churches themselves seem to be representative of a
broad range of professed churches, while the names of the
churches and the figures used represent at least those who
profess to be God’s people. These would appear to be two
different groups.

Please note that when Ellen White speaks of the churches
as a whole, she makes ref er ence to her time, using the expres -
sion “our world.” Since the time of 1844, the world has been
in the antitypical day of atone ment. There seems to be no rea -
son to restrict this, from an escha to log i cal stand point, to the
last part of the 19th cen tury through the early part of the 20th
cen tury, since we are still liv ing in the day of atone ment and
this could, and should, also include our time of the early 21st
cen tury. Fur ther more, Ellen White states, quoting Rev e la -
tion 3:10:  “‘Because thou hast kept the word of my patience,
I also will keep thee from the hour of temp ta tion, which shall
come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the
earth.’ In this scrip ture is brought to view the hour of temp ta -
tion that is to try them that dwell upon the earth. We are now
liv ing in this try ing hour” (The Review and Her ald, July 9,
1908).

Another element that should be considered into the factor
of the time of the exis tence of these churches and their
messages is the fact that three of the last four churches have
direct ref er ences to the second coming of Jesus Christ:

Thyatira: “… hold fast until I come” (Revelation 2:25).
Sardis: “If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on

thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come
upon thee” (Rev e la tion 3:3; see Matthew 24:43, 44;
Revelation 16:15).

Phil a del phia: “… I also will keep thee from the hour of
temp ta tion … Behold I come quickly” (Rev e la tion 3:10, 11).

Of inter est, there is no mention of the second coming of
Jesus Christ to the church of Laodicea. The indications that
Thyatira, Sardis, and Philadelphia all extend to the second
coming of Jesus have caused some to see at least these
churches run ning con cur rently, or par al lel, until  the  of the
coming of Jesus. This would be charted out in the following
fashion:

In part three of this study, we learned that Phil a del phia
is the trans la tion church and Laodicea, as a cor pus, is
spued out (Rev e la tion 3:16). This is not a con di tional proph -
ecy, for Rev e la tion 1:1 says that the proph e cies in the book
“must come to pass.” Not only is Laodicea spewed out, but it
becomes the syn a gogue of Satan; there fore, God does not
rec og nize Laodicea as a pro fessed Chris tian church when
Jesus comes. Why do we say that Laodicea becomes the syn -
a gogue of Satan? Notice the fol low ing tes ti mony:

You think, that those who wor ship be fore the saint’s
feet, (Rev e la tion 3:9), will at last be saved. Here I must dif -
fer with you; for God shew me that this class were
pro fessed Ad ven tists, who had fallen away, and “cru ci fied
to them selves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an

open shame.” And in the “hour of temp ta tion,” which is
yet to come, to show out ev ery one’s true char ac ter, they
will know that they are for ever lost; and over whelmed
with an guish of spirit, they will bow at the saint’s feet. (A
Word to the Lit tle Flock, p. 12; re sponse to Eli Curtis)

Here Ellen White says that it will be pro fessed Adven tists
who wor ship at the feet of the saints, and she is spe cif i cally
mak ing ref er ence to Rev e la tion 3:9, where the ones who
wor ship at the saints’ feet are called “the syn a gogue of
Satan.” These Adven tists in pro fes sion also acknowl edge
that God has loved the Phil a del phians. This group, some of
whom may have been sued by a cor po ra tion for dar ing to use
the name Sev enth-day Adven tist, will be acknowl edged by
the pro fessed Adven tists as the true Adven tists whom God
loves.

Laodecia, whose name means “a peo ple adjudged,” has
been weighed in the bal ances of the heav enly sanc tu ary and
has been found want ing (Tes ti mo nies for the Church, vol ume 
8, page 247). The call of Jesus moves from the angel of the
church in Rev e la tion 3:14 to the indi vid ual in 3:21. All who
will receive the eyesalve of the Holy Spirit will not be spued
out, but will, rather, be counted with Phil a del phia, and not
with Laodicea.

While there cer tainly is no eighth church, nei ther is there a
need for an eighth church for Laodicea to fail, but the mes -
sage of Rev e la tion is not one of only doom. While cor po rate
Laodicea is spewed out, there will be those who over come
and come out of her and who will sit with Christ in his throne. 
These saints will become a part of the Phil a del phian fel low -
ship and will “fol low the Lamb whithersoever he goeth”
(Rev e la tion 14:4).

Allen Stump
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“But tid ings out of the east and out of the north shall trou ble him: there fore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and
utterly to make away many. And he shall plant the taber na cles of his pal ace between the seas in the glo ri ous holy moun tain; yet
he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.” (Dan iel 11:44, 45)

We have been warned: “The signs of the times are omi -
nous. Com ing events cast their shad ows before” (The Desire
of Ages, p. 636). God has told his peo ple through Amos,
“Surely the Lord GOD will do noth ing, but he revealeth his
secret unto his ser vants the proph ets” (Amos 3:7). Cer tainly
the last great events are even now cast ing their shad ows, and
God’s proph ets have given warn ing that the last events are
upon us.

Dan iel 11:44, 45 has been a focal point of dis cus sion
among Adven tist pro phetic expos i tors for many years. The
king of the north, with “great fury,” makes a last stand and
part of this stand is to plant his taber na cles in the glo ri ous
holy moun tain. The tim ing of this proph ecy is vital, as the
very next words in Dan iel are: “And at that time shall
Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the
chil dren of thy peo ple: and there shall be a time of trou ble,
such as never was since there was a nation even to that same
time: and at that time thy peo ple shall be deliv ered, every one
that shall be found writ ten in the book.” (Dan iel 12:1). That
time is just after the king of the north places his taber na cles in 
the glo ri ous holy moun tain. Adven tists know that Michael is
none other than Jesus Christ, and his stand ing up sig nals the
close of pro ba tion, for after Michael stands up, there is the
time of trou ble such as the world has never seen.

[Dan iel 12:1 quoted] When this time of trou ble co mes,
ev ery case is de cided; there is no lon ger pro ba tion, no lon -
ger mercy for the im pen i tent. The seal of the liv ing God is
upon His peo ple. (Tes ti mo nies for the Church, vol. 5,
pp. 212, 213)

All the way through Dan iel 11, the king of the north is
Rome, in pagan and pro fessed Chris tian form. There is no
good rea son to change good her me neu tics and arrive at a dif -
fer ent inter pre ta tion of the king of the north at the end of the
chap ter. The text says that the papacy will plant its taber na -
cles in the glo ri ous holy moun tain. A taber na cle is not a
per ma nent dwell ing place, or struc ture, but rather a tem po -
rary place of abode. But what is the glo ri ous holy moun tain?
Some pos tu late that it is the United States of Amer ica. This
can not be for two rea sons. Firstly, if there was ever a time
when the United States could have been a “glo ri ous holy”
place, it would have been in the early part of its ascendency
to power when it had horns like a lamb; not today, when Dan -
iel’s proph ecy is being ful filled, for now the United States is
speak ing as a beast. Sec ondly, there is no verse in the Bible
that defines the United States as the “glo ri ous holy
moun tain.”

How ever, there is a bib li cal def i ni tion for the holy
mountain found within the book of Dan iel. Dan iel 9:16

states: “O Lord, accord ing to all thy righ teous ness, I beseech
thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away from thy city 
Jeru sa lem, thy holy moun tain: because for our sins, and for
the iniq ui ties of our fathers, Jeru sa lem and thy peo ple are
become a reproach to all that are about us.” Isa iah 66:20 also
calls Jeru sa lem God’s holy moun tain. It might be said that
Jeru sa lem is no lon ger God’s holy city and that New Jeru sa -
lem is the true holy city of God. This is true, but it does not
mean that the lit eral city of Jeru sa lem can not still be a focal
point of bib li cal proph ecy. Accord ing to the words of Jesus
in Mat thew 24 and Luke 21, lit eral Jeru sa lem was a focus of
bib li cal proph ecy and a sign to the early Chris tians of
impend ing doom. This was nearly four decades after the time 
of the cross.

Fur ther more, Jeru sa lem lies between the two great seas
that bor der the area of Jeru sa lem—the Dead Sea to the south
and the Sea of Gal i lee to the north. Thus the city of Jeru sa lem 
meets all the require ments of the proph ecy, and there is no
doubt that the papacy has it eyes set upon Jeru sa lem. This
was recently high lighted in a news report from
israelnationalnews.com. In an arti cle enti tled “The Vat i can
Wants to Lay its Hands on Jeru sa lem,” we read of the pres -
sure that the papacy is putt ing upon Israel to turn over the
author ity to the Vat i can of selected holy sites known as the
“Holy Basin,” which include the tomb of King David, the
West ern Wall, the gar den of Geth sema ne, and the Tem ple
Mount. Car di nal Jean-Louis Tauran, head of the Vat i can’s
Coun cil for Inter re li gious Dia logue, said, refer ring to these
areas:

There will not be peace if the ques tion of the holy sites is 
not ad e quately re solved. The part of Je ru sa lem within the
walls—with the holy sites of the three re li gions—is hu -
man ity’s her i tage. The sa cred and unique char ac ter of the
area must be safe guarded and it can only be done with a
spe cia l ,  in  ter  na t ion al ly-guar  an teed s ta t  ute .
(http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/1
50757#.Tw2CtZiPWgE)

The arti cle from israelnationalnews.com revealed that the
Vat i can and Israeli gov ern ments “are dead locked in dis cus -
sions over the sta tus of the reli gious sites. Vat i can offi cials
are now reit er at ing their demand for con trol over the reli -
gious sites in the ancient and holy city founded by King
David as the cap i tal of ancient Israel and now the cap i tal of
the rees tab lished Jew ish state” (empha sis sup plied). The
arti cle then stated that “Danny Ayalon, Israel’s dep uty for -
eign min is ter, declared that Israel might con sider giv ing the
Vat i can ‘a greater role’ in oper at ing the sites.”
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The ratio nal for such non-Israeli con trol of Jeru sa lem is
that its unique posi tion as an inter na tional city which hosts
sacred areas to three of the world’s great est reli gions must be
safe guarded. When Bill Clinton was pres i dent of the United
States, he began rec om mend ing that the areas known as the
“Holy Basin” be admin is tered under a “spe cial regime.”
Accord ing to the Obama admin is tra tion, Jeru sa lem would be 
des ig nated an “inter na tional zone.”

Nego ti a tions have been car ried on between the Vat i can
and Israel since at least 2006, when “then Israel’s Prime Min -
is ter, Ehud Olmert and For eign Min is ter, Tzipi Livni,
nego ti ated to give away the ‘holy basin’ to the Vat i can.”
How ever, due to pub lic pres sure, the plan was scrapped, and
deni als were made that they had planned to give away the
con trol of these areas to the Vat i can.

With each pass ing year, though, pub lic sway is being soft -
ened to the idea of the Vat i can hav ing a major hand in the
admin is tra tion of Jeru sa lem. It should not come as a sur prise
to Adven tists that the late Pope John Paul II, as well as Pope
Ben e dict XVI, have looked at Jeru sa lem as the vital piece
miss ing from the Vat i can’s con trol. The Vat i can last had its
hands upon part of Jeru sa lem four hun dred fifty years ago,
when the Otto man Empire wres tled away the papacy’s last
hold upon the city. They have been plot ting for half a mil len -
nium as to the means by which Jeru sa lem can be taken back
into the papal fold.

There fore, with the proph ecy of Dan iel 11:45 before us,
we should not be sur prised if very soon the Vat i can sets up
some type of see in Jeru sa lem. If you were Satan com ing to
per son ate Christ, where you begin? How about the city most
known for reli gion in the world? How about the city that was
the place where Christ was put to death? How about the place 
where the pope would be tem po rarily lodg ing? If the pope
moved to Jeru sa lem, he could bow to Satan and hand him the
papal scep ter, and Satan would speak in a soft musi cal voice,
just like Jesus did, say ing: “This is my man; hear ye him.”
While we can not say with surety where Satan will first
appear, there is no more log i cal choice than Jeru sa lem, and
today, shad ows are cast ing long upon Jeru sa lem, indi cat ing
that the day is almost done.

Allen Stump 
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I saw the ra pid ity with which this de lu sion was spread -
ing. A train of cars was shown me, go ing with the speed of
light ning. The an gel bade me look care fully. I fixed my
eyes upon the train. It seemed that the whole world was on
board, that there could not be one left. Said the an gel,
“They are bind ing in bun dles ready to burn.” Then he
showed me the con duc tor, who ap peared like a stately, fair
per son, whom all the pas sen gers looked up to and rev er -
enced. I was per plexed and asked my at tend ing an gel who
it was. He said, “It is Sa tan. He is the con duc tor in the form
of an an gel of light. He has taken the world cap tive. They
are given over to strong de lu sions, to be lieve a lie, that
they may be damned. This agent, the next high est in or der
to him, is the en gi neer, and other of his agents are em -
ployed in dif fer ent of fices as he may need them, and they
are all go ing with light ning speed to per di tion.”

I asked the an gel if there were none left. He bade me
look in an op po site di rec tion, and I saw a lit tle com pany
trav el ing a nar row path way. All seemed to be firmly
united, bound to gether by the truth, in bun dles, or com pa -
nies. Said the an gel, “The third an gel is bind ing, or
seal ing, them in bun dles for the heav enly gar ner.” (Early
Writ ings, pp. 88, 89)

Allen Stump

The track of truth and the track of er ror may
ap pear to be one.

“Faith vs. Pre sump tion” con tin ued from page 9

WV and CA Camp Meetings Planned

SGM and PVF wish to announce the dates for the 2012 West
Vir ginia camp meet ing (June 26–30) in Smyrna Val ley and
the dates for the 2012 Cal i for nia camp meet ing (July 24–29).
There are also plans for a youth camp-out camp meet ing, ten -
ta tively sched uled for July 30–August 4, 2012. We will have
more details next month, but please put these impor tant
events down on your cal en dar now. ?

Cor rec tion: We would like to cor rect a wrong ref er -
ence given in the Jan u ary issue of Old Paths. At the top of
page 16, the first para graph should have the ref er ence The
Pres ent Truth, April 1, 1850, instead of A Word to the Lit tle
Flock. The para graph below the date on the first line would
then read 1850, and the word six teen should be replaced with
thir teen in this para graph. ?
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While working with his camels, Mr. Gilbert learned that his
camels talked to each other. They would even talk to him with
little chirpy sounds when he was close to them, but nobody
ever had a pet Bactrian camel. Such a thing was a mockery
among all the other camel drivers. They talked about him and
his pets and laughed at him, but Mr. Gilbert kept being
friendly with his camels. Over time he learned to love his
camels, and his camels learned to love him. They put their
heads down voluntarily for him and would take turns coming
up behind him and putting their big heads over his shoulder,
saying, all the while, “chirpy-chirp-chirp” in camel language,
which meant, Couldn’t you scratch behind my ear for me,
please?

Mr. Gilbert had to leave his
camels with friends for six weeks
while on another assignment. His
friends took good care of the
camels because they knew
Bactrian camels were fragile in
many ways and had to be cared
for well or they would die.

When Mr. Gilbert returned six
weeks later, he opened the gate to
the camel yard. His camels heard
the squeak of the gate hinges and
turned around to look. It was their
friend, Mr. Gilbert! They come
running toward him! The Chinese 
friend with Mr. Gilbert saw the
camels charging for them and
immediately jumped out of the
way and starting running away.
Even Mr. Gilbert wondered if they would stop in time, but they
screeched to a halt just in front of him, stretched up high as they
could, screamed in their secret language, and spat. Pretty
unpleasant, but it was a sign of joy and happiness, and Mr.
Gilbert was happy just knowing his camels were so happy to
see him.

On another trip with his camels, Mr. Gilbert became sick
with influenza. When the worst part of his sickness was over, he 
continued on his way, though he still felt badly. Even though his 
camels were nice to him, they were still young in spirit, and Mr.
Gilbert had to learn the hard way about getting seated on them.
When his camel was kneeling down, there was a three-step
process for the camel to rise, and once risen, the young camel
felt ready and would take off, without giving Mr. Gilbert
enough time to be securely settled. The camel’s quick start
would toss him off into the dust of the trail. To keep this from
happening, Mr. Gilbert had to have someone hold the reins of
the camel to keep her in one place until he was seated properly.
On this particular trip, however, Mr. Gilbert was sick but still
needed to continue his journey, which he thought he could do,
since he was feeling a little better. So, he got seated on his
camel, and off they went. But an hour later he was hurting so

badly that he slowly began to lean forward onto the back of the
camel. The wise camel turned her big head back to him and
then, ever so gently, knelt down, as of to say in her best camel
language, You need to get off and rest. And he did. He rested on
the ground until he felt like he could continue on. Then he got
back on his camel, but when she stood up, she went through the
three step process of rising very gently and patiently waited for
him to become settled before she starting to walk. When he
started to slump forward again, she looked back at him,
stopped, knelt down, saying as best she knew how that he
needed to rest again. They continued this pattern the rest of the
day. His camel knew what he needed and because she loved
him, she took care of him in her own special way.

It is true Bactrian camels can be unpleasant—they spit, they 
drool, they panic—but Mr.
Gilber t  found them to be
creatures worthy of love and
affection, and he later wrote an
article retracting what he had
written earlier about their
unloveliness. He said that if you
treat the camel right, they will
love you in return and be kind
and considerate of you. He had to 
admit that he had been wrong
about Bactrian camels.

We may see unpleasant people 
about us who seem harsh and
mean, but if we get to know them
and treat them kindly, we might
find that under their gruff
exteriors are wonderful people,
with good qualities. 

Camels can be loving and
affectionate with humans, but they cannot change all of their
unpleasant ways. They are still camels and will continue to
drool and spit, but in their own way, they can show love and
affection. If we are patient and kind with the people around
us, we may find the same qualities being shown to us. And if
we happen to be one of those gruff people who, like the
unpleasant camel, have disagreeable ways about us, there is
hope! God will make us new creatures.

Onycha Holt

Old Paths is a free monthly news let ter/study-pa per pub lished by
Smyrna Gos pel Min is tries, HC 64 Box 128–B, Welch, WV
24801–9606 U. S. A. The pa per is ded i cated to the prop a ga tion
and res to ra tion of the prin ci ples of truth that God gave to the early 
Sev enth-day Ad ven tist pi o neers. Du pli ca tion is not only per mit -
ted, but strongly en cour aged. This is sue, with other gos pel
lit er a ture we pub lish, can be found at our web sites. The urls are:
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Ed i tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Allen Stump— ed i tor@smyrna.org
As so ci ate Ed i tor . . . . . . . . . Onycha Holt — onycha@smyrna.org

Cam els are in tel li gent and
af fec tion ate an i mals.

“Rodney and His Cam els” con tin ued from page 10


