
Old Paths
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls.  Jer e miah 6:16

The secret of the LORD is with them that
fear  him;  and  he  will  show  them  his
covenant. Psalm 25:14
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In the beginning, God was revealed in all the works of creation. It was
Christ that spread the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth. It was
His hand that hung the worlds in space, and fashioned the flowers of the
field. (The Desire of  Ages, p. 20)



The Decisive Battle of the War
Sec u lar his tory records that in many wars there was a deci sive
bat tle the vic tory of which assured one side the out come of the
war. Some nota ble bat tles that his tory records include:

The Bat tle of Arbela, 331 BC: The ancient Per sian empire,
which once sub ju gated all the nations of the earth, was defeated 
when Alex an der won his vic tory at Arbela.

The Bat tle of Hastings, AD 1066:  None who appre ci ates
the influ ence of Eng land and her empire upon the des ti nies of
the world will ever rank the bat tle of Hastings as one of sec ond -
ary impor tance.

Vic tory of the Amer i cans over the Brit ish at Saratoga,
AD 1777: This vic tory set the stage for the rest of the Amer i can
Rev o lu tion ary War.

The Bat tle of Waterloo, AD 1815: The exer tions which the
allied pow ers made at this cri sis to grap ple promptly with the
French emperor have truly been termed gigan tic, and never
were Napo leon’s genius and activ ity more sig nally dis played
than the skill by which he brought for ward all the mil i tary
resources of France.

Bat tle of Appo mat tox Court house, AD 1865:  Rob ert Lee’s 
army is finally bro ken after many vic to ries.

The Nor mandy Inva sion and the Bat tle of the Bulge in the
Euro pean the ater in 1944 and The Bat tle of Mid way in 1942 in 
the Pacific the ater would cement the defeat of the Ger man
Army and the Jap a nese Navy.

To this list could be added many more con flicts. How ever,
these were worldly con quests, fought by pow ers of the world.
As Chris tians we have a dif fer ent kind of war fare. The Apos tle
Paul writes:

For we wres tle not against flesh and blood, but against
prin ci pal i ties, against pow ers, against the rul ers of the dark -
ness of this world, against spir i tual wick ed ness in heav enly
places. (Ephe sians 6:12, mar ginal reading)

Sacred his tory also records spir i tual bat tles where a sin gle
vic tory was impor tant. The first war was not a war of sec u lar
forces but of spir i tual beings.

And there was war in heaven: Mi chael and his an gels
fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his an -
gels, And pre vailed not; nei ther was their place found any
more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old
ser pent, called the Devil, and Sa tan, which deceiveth the
whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his an gels
were cast out with him. (Rev e la tion 12:7-9)

Michael (Jesus) fought with his angels against Satan and his
angels.  We are not told how this com bat occurred, but it is cer -
tain that this bat tle was intense. After Satan was cast out of
heaven, he car ried for ward his work in the Gar den of Eden,
where he won his first great bat tle, but though he has had
marked suc cess, not all the bat tles have been won by Satan.

The Bible tells of Eli jah at Mount Car mel and the vic to ries of 
Jesus in the wil der ness of temp ta tion, in the Gar den of Geth -
sema ne, and finally amidst the dark ness of Cal vary.

His tory records how one lone monk stood against the assem -
bled lead ers of  Europe at Worms; and how a young, frail,
uned u cated girl with stood the per sonal assault of Satan to write 
the most impor tant book since the close of the sacred Canon.
Today, the last great bat tle of God’s peo ple is being played out
right now, but the the ater is not a bat tle ground on land but in
your mind! Not a bat tle with what would be con sid ered by the
world as high tech weap onry, but high tech it is.

The last five months we have been study ing Ezekiel 8 and 9.
The impor tance of these chap ters is not fully pos si ble to gauge
out side of the con text of Adventism and the pur pose for
Adventism.

The Bible never tells us to have new flesh, for Jesus took our
flesh in the great bat tle with sin (Romans 8:3, 4). God’s saints
need rein force ments and he has given them exactly what they
need: a new heart and a new spirit. They have Christ in them
(Colossians 1:27) and, there fore, are fully equipped for every
aspect of the bat tle. The Bible says that it is by God’s Spirit we
“are sealed unto the day of redemp tion” (Ephe sians 4:3

The book of Rev e la tion speaks about those who will receive
the seal of God and clearly denotes that those who receive the
seal of God are set in con trast to those who receive the mark of
the beast. When the seal of God is dis cussed, the book of Rev e -
la tion is almost always at the cen ter of the focus. How ever, as
with so much in the Apoc a lypse, the imag ery of the seal of God
is bor rowed from the Old Tes ta ment, spe cif i cally from the 9th
chap ter of Ezekiel.

He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, say ing, Cause 
them that have charge over the city to draw near, even ev ery
man with his de stroy ing weapon in his hand. And, be hold,
six men came from the way of the higher gate, which lieth to -
ward the north, and ev ery man a slaugh ter weapon in his
hand; and one man among them was clothed with linen, with
a writer’s inkhorn by his side: and they went in, and stood be -
side the brasen al tar. And the glory of the God of Is rael was
gone up from the cherub, where upon he was, to the thresh old 
of the house. And he called to the man clothed with linen,
which had the writer’s inkhorn by his side; And the LORD

said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the
midst of Je ru sa lem, and set a mark upon the fore heads of the
men that sigh and that cry for all the abom i na tions that be
done in the midst thereof. And to the oth ers he said in mine
hear ing, Go ye af ter him through the city, and smite: let not
your  eye
spare, nei ther
have ye pity:
Slay ut terly
old  and
young, both
maids, and lit -
tle chil dren,
and women:
but come not
near any man
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upon whom is the mark; and be gin at my sanc tu ary. Then
they be gan at the an cient men which were be fore the house.
(Ezekiel 9:1-6)

It is clear that what has hap pened in chap ter 9 is the result of
judg ment. There are two classes: One class is left for destruc -
tion, the other receives a mark on their fore heads. This mark is
given to one group, those who receive the seal of God. Ezekiel
9:4 gives the require ment of those who receive “the pure mark
of truth” — the seal of God. It says that those who receive the
seal of God “sigh and…cry for all the abom i na tions that be
done in the midst” of Jeru sa lem.

In Ezekiel 8, God revealed to Ezekiel abom i na tions that
were occur ring in Jeru sa lem. Chap ters 8 and 9 of Ezekiel make
up part of an acted proph ecy. God showed Ezekiel lit eral events 
occur ring at that time in Jeru sa lem among God’s peo ple which
were pro phetic of lit eral events that would hap pen among
God’s peo ple at the end of time dur ing the final events of the
sealing.

In this proph ecy, Jeru sa lem rep re sents the church:

Mark this point with care: Those who re ceive the pure
mark of truth, wrought in them by the power of the Holy
Ghost, rep re sented by a mark by the man in linen, are those
“that sigh and that cry for all the abom i na tions that be done”
in the church. (Ibid., p. 267; all em pha sis sup plied un less
oth er wise noted)

When we read any thing in inspi ra tion we should pay close
atten tion, but when we read, “Mark this point with care” it
should raise a red flag of warn ing to each of us. There is a spe -
cial work for God’s church in the end of time and only those
who par tic i pate in this work will receive the seal of God. If
God’s peo ple will only receive his seal if they are sigh ing and
cry ing for the abom i na tions done in the church, then we had
better know what these abom i na tions are and why they are so
offen sive to God. (For a detailed anal y sis of these abom i na tion
please see the Feb ru ary 2010 – June 2010 issues of Old Paths.)

The Decisive Battle:

Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? Is it 
a light thing to the house of Ju dah that they com mit the
abom i na tions which they com mit here? for they have filled
the land with vi o lence, and have re turned to pro voke me to
an ger: and, lo, they put the branch to their nose. There fore
will I also deal in fury: mine eye shall not spare, nei ther will I
have pity: and though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice, 
yet will I not hear them. (Ezekiel 8:17, 18)

The forces of good and evil have been in a bat tle, but God is
not going to allow the bat tle to con tinue for ever. He will allow
con di tions to cause a polar iza tion of the peo ple one way or the
other. The prophet has told us:

Their wicked course He will tol er ate no lon ger, and in His
wrath He deals with them with out mercy. (Tes ti mo nies for
the Church, vol. 5, p. 212)

A Flashback

Ezekiel 11 serves as a flash back to pro vide some details of
events lead ing up to the seal of God and to the slaugh ter of the
wicked.

More over the spirit lifted me up, and brought me unto the
east gate of the LORD’S house, which looketh east ward: and
be hold at the door of the gate five and twenty men; among
whom I saw Jaazaniah the son of Azur, and Pelatiah the son
of Benaiah, princes of the peo ple. Then said he unto me, Son
of man, these are the men that de vise mis chief, and give
wicked coun sel in this city: Which say, It is not near; let us
build houses: this city is the cal dron, and we be the flesh.
(Ezekiel 11:1-3)

In verse 1 we see the same twenty–five men from Ezekiel 8
who wor shiped the sun. These men are devis ing wicked coun -
sel. In Ezekiel 11:3 we begin to under stand the wicked mis chief 
that the peo ple are devis ing. They are say ing, in effect, “We are
as safe in this city as flesh in a boil ing pot; the walls of the city
shall be to us as walls of brass, and shall receive no more dam -
age from the besieg ers about it than the cal dron does from the
fire under it. Those that think to force us out of our city into cap -
tiv ity shall find it to be as much at their peril as it would be to
take the flesh out of a boil ing pot with their hands.” But,
beloved, God takes their say ing and turns it around. In verse 7
we read, “There fore thus saith the Lord GOD; Your slain whom 
ye have laid in the midst of it, they are the flesh, and this city is
the cal dron: but I will bring you forth out of the midst of it.”
God is say ing that the slain in the city are the flesh and then in
verses 8-13 God tells them that destruc tion is com ing. 

Ye have feared the sword; and I will bring a sword upon
you, saith the Lord GOD. And I will bring you out of the
midst thereof, and de liver you into the hands of strang ers,
and will ex e cute judg ments among you. Ye shall fall by the
sword; I will judge you in the bor der of Is rael; and ye shall
know that I am the LORD. This city shall not be your cal dron,
nei ther shall ye be the flesh in the midst thereof; but I will
judge you in the bor der of Is rael: And ye shall know that I am 
the LORD: for ye have not walked in my stat utes, nei ther ex e -
cuted my judg ments, but have done af ter the man ners of the
hea then that are round about you. And it came to pass, when
I proph e sied, that Pelatiah the son of Benaiah died. Then fell
I down upon my face, and cried with a loud voice, and said,
Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou make a full end of the rem nant of
Is rael? (Ezekiel 11:8-13)

How ever, the wicked do not know what is hap pen ing in the
back ground. They still feel secure and they begin to cast out
(excom mu ni cate) the peo ple of God.

Again the word of the LORD came unto me, say ing, Son of
man, thy breth ren, even thy breth ren, the men of thy kin dred, 
and all the house of Is rael wholly, are they unto whom the in -
hab it ants of Je ru sa lem have said, Get you far from the LORD: 
unto us is this land given in pos ses sion. (Ezekiel 11:14, 15)

Just before the seal of God is finally impressed in the fore -
heads of the faith ful, those who claim to be God’s church will



disfellowship the true peo ple of God. They say to Ezekiel and
his faith ful breth ren to get out of the city (the church) because it
is given to them to pos sess. The wicked have gone fully over to
the side of Satan.

This proph ecy, cou pled with Ezekiel 8, has ter ri ble impli ca -
tions for the Sev enth-day Adven tist Church. The peo ple who
are sup posed to be stand ing for God’s law, espe cially his Sab -
bath, will finally turn their backs on God and exalt Sunday
wor ship. Not only will there be a move to exalt Sunday, but
there will be, con nected with the mark of the beast issue, a
move to oppress the holy Sabbath.

The Church of Satan makes long–range plans, and these
plans call for both an exal ta tion of Sunday and a des e cra tion of
the Sab bath:

When the time co mes and men real ise that the so cial ed i -
fice must be re built ac cord ing to eter nal stan dards, be it
to mor row, or be it cen tu ries from now, the Cath o lics will ar -
range to suit said stan dards....They will and for it’s own
good, re vok ing the per mit for free think ers and Jews to cel -
e brate ‘in cog nito’ Mon day or Sat ur day on their own
ac count. Those whom this may an noy will have to put up
with this an noy ance. Re spect will not be re fused to the cre -
ator, nor re pose to the crea ture sim ply for the sake of
hu mour ing cer tain ma ni acs whose phrenetic con di tion
causes them stu pidly and in so lently to block the will of the
whole peo ple......in a word, Cath o lic So ci ety will be Cath o -
lic and the dis sent ers whom it will tol er ate will know it’s
char ity but not be al lowed to dis rupt it’s unity. (Louis
Veuillot, The Lib eral Il lu sion, pp. 63, 64; first pub lished in
1866 and re pub lished by the National Catholic Welfare
Conference in Washington, DC, in 1939)

Now notice the clear warn ings of the prophet:

When our na tion, in its leg is la tive coun cils, shall en act
laws to bind the con sciences of men in re gard to their re li -
gious priv i leges, en forc ing Sunday ob ser vance, and
bring ing op pres sive power to bear against those who keep
the sev enth-day Sab bath, the law of God will, to all in tents
and pur poses, be made void in our land; and na tional apos -
tasy will be fol lowed by na tional ruin. (The Re view and
Her ald, December 18, 1888)

Af ter the truth has been pro claimed as a wit ness to all na -
tions, ev ery con ceiv able power of evil will be set in
op er a tion, and minds will be con fused by many voices cry -
ing, “Lo, here is Christ, Lo, he is there. This is the truth, I
have the mes sage from God, he has sent me with great light.” 
Then there will be a re mov ing of the land marks, and an at -
tempt to tear down the pil lars of our faith. A more de cided
ef fort will be made to ex alt the false Sab bath, and to cast con -
tempt upon God him self by sup plant ing the day he has
blessed and sanc ti fied. This false Sab bath is to be en forced
by an op pres sive law. Sa tan and his an gels are wide-awake,
and in tensely ac tive, work ing with en ergy and per se ver ance
through hu man in stru men tal i ties to bring about his pur pose
of oblit er at ing from the minds of men the knowl edge of God. 
But while Sa tan works with his ly ing won ders, the time will

be ful filled fore told in the Rev e la tion, and the mighty an gel
that shall lighten the earth with his glory, will pro claim the
fall of Bab y lon, and call upon God’s peo ple to for sake her.
(Ibid., De cem ber 13, 1892)

It is inter est ing that Veuillot says that the Jew [or other Sab -
bath keep ers] will not be allowed to keep the Sab bath
“incog nito” or in secret. They will be forced to dis re gard the
Sab bath. Inter est ingly, the ser vant of the Lord, in 1862, told
God’s peo ple that this would be the case. The Mark of the Beast
will not only include an hon or ing of Sunday, but the tram pling
down of the holy Sab bath day.

I saw that God will in a won der ful man ner pre serve His
peo ple through the time of trou ble. As Je sus poured out His
soul in ag ony in the gar den, they will ear nestly cry and ag o -
nize day and night for de liv er ance. The de cree will go forth
that they must dis re gard the Sab bath of the fourth com mand -
ment, and honor the first day, or lose their lives; but they will
not yield, and tram ple un der their feet the Sab bath of the
Lord, and honor an in sti tu tion of pa pacy. (Tes ti mo nies for
the Church, pp. 353, 354)

The book of Esther tells a story about the lovely Hebrew who 
became the Per sian queen, but it is really an apoc a lyp tic pre -
view in type of last–day events. In this book we find a decree
against God’s peo ple, but God fought for his peo ple then and
will do no less in the end of time.

The same mas ter ful spirit that plot ted against the faith ful
in ages past is still seek ing to rid the earth of those who fear
God and obey his law. Sa tan will ex cite in dig na tion against
the hum ble mi nor ity who con sci en tiously re fuse to ac cept
pop u lar cus toms and tra di tions. Men of po si tion and rep u ta -
tion will join with the law less and the vile to take coun sel
against the peo ple of God. Wealth, ge nius, ed u ca tion, will
com bine to cover them with con tempt. Per se cut ing rul ers,
min is ters, and church-mem bers will con spire against them.
With voice and pen, by boasts, threats, and rid i cule, they will 
seek to over throw their faith. By false rep re sen ta tions and
an gry ap peals, they will stir up the pas sions of the peo ple.
Not hav ing a “thus saith the Scrip tures” to bring against the
ad vo cates of the Bi ble Sab bath, they will re sort to op pres -
sive en act ments to sup ply the lack. To se cure pop u lar ity and
pa tron age, leg is la tors will yield to the de mand for Sunday
laws. Those who fear God can not ac cept an in sti tu tion that
vi o lates a pre cept of the decalogue. On this bat tle-field
comes the last great con flict of the con tro versy be tween
truth and er ror. And we are not left in doubt as to the is sue.
Now, as in the days of Es ther and Mor de cai, the Lord will
vin di cate his truth and his peo ple. (Ibid., Jan u ary 23, 1908)

As we go back to Ezekiel’s proph ecy, we find God’s care for
his peo ple. He will gather those who are left and will place his
seal upon them.

 There fore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Al though I have 
cast them far off among the hea then, and al though I have
scat tered them among the coun tries, yet will I be to them as a
lit tle sanc tu ary in the coun tries where they shall come.

Old Paths - 4 - July 2010



There fore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even gather
you from the peo ple, and as sem ble you out of the coun tries
where ye have been scat tered, and I will give you the land of
Is rael. And they shall come thither, and they shall take away
all the de test able things thereof and all the abom i na tions
thereof from thence. (Ezekiel 11:16-18)

God pro claims that he will give his peo ple a new heart:

And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit
within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh,
and will give them an heart of flesh:  That they may walk in
my stat utes, and keep mine or di nances, and do them: and
they shall be my peo ple, and I will be their God. (Ezekiel
11:19, 20)

Ezekiel also men tions the new heart and new spirit in
Ezekiel 36:26. This is what the peo ple of God need to be
sealed! This only can come by hav ing the spirit or mind of
Christ. That is why we are admon ished to “Let this mind be in
you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5). The bat -
tle is for the mind! This is why Paul writes:

(For the weap ons of our war fare are not car nal, but mighty 
through God to the pull ing down of strong holds;) Cast ing
down imag i na tions, and ev ery high thing that exalteth it self
against the knowl edge of God, and bring ing into cap tiv ity
ev ery thought to the obe di ence of Christ. (2 Co rin thi ans
10:4, 5)

The Bible never tells us to have new flesh, for Jesus took our
flesh in the great bat tle with sin (Romans 8:3, 4). God’s saints
need rein force ments, and he has given them exactly what they
need—a new heart and a new spirit. They have Christ in them
(Colossians 1:27) and, there fore, are fully equipped for every
aspect of the bat tle. The Bible says that it is by God’s Spirit we
“are sealed unto the day of redemp tion” (Ephe sians 4:30).  One
who is sealed with the Holy Spirit will not be moved from their
posi tion, no mat ter how much the world entices them to move
away. God’s seal is “not any seal or mark that can be seen, but a
set tling into the truth, both intel lec tu ally and spir i tu ally, so they 
can not be moved” (Marantha, p. 200).

But this truth that the righ teous are set tled into is not just a set 
of doc trines but a per son, Jesus Christ:

For we preach not our selves, but Christ Je sus the Lord;
and our selves your ser vants for Je sus’ sake. For God, who
com manded the light to shine out of dark ness, hath shined in
our hearts, to give the light of the knowl edge of the glory of
God in the face of Je sus Christ. (2 Co rin thi ans 4:5, 6)

God’s peo ple will know Jesus so well and be so in love with
him that they will not betray him under any cir cum stances.

The seal ing of the 144,000 is noted in Rev e la tion 7:1-4. This
will be a time of war fare in the world, and every thing is ready to 
break loose. But God has sealed his peo ple step–by–step, and
the fruit of this peo ple is ripe.

While God is fin ish ing his work, Satan is attempt ing to fin ish 
his work by destroy ing the peo ple of God. In the last days he
mar shals one last great con fed er acy to war against God’s peo -
ple. John, in vision, saw a beast with ten horns and the last great

assault of Satan before Jesus comes (Rev e la tion 17:12, 13).
John saw that they “make war with the Lamb,” but  “the Lamb
shall over come them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings:
and they that are with him are called, and cho sen, and faith ful”
(Rev e la tion 17:14).

I was pointed down to the time when the third an gel’s
mes sage was clos ing. The power of God had rested upon His 
peo ple; they had ac com plished their work and were pre -
pared for the try ing hour be fore them. They had re ceived the
lat ter rain, or re fresh ing from the pres ence of the Lord, and
the liv ing tes ti mony had been re vived. The last great warn -
ing had sounded ev ery where, and it had stirred up and
en raged the in hab it ants of the earth who would not receive
the message.

I saw an gels hur ry ing to and fro in heaven. An an gel with
a writer’s inkhorn by his side re turned from the earth and re -
ported to Je sus that his work was done, and the saints were
num bered and sealed. Then I saw Je sus, who had been min -
is ter ing be fore the ark con tain ing the ten com mand ments,
throw down the cen ser. He raised His hands, and with a loud
voice said, “It is done.” (Early Writ ings, p. 279)

Michael (Christ) was involved in the begin ning of the war of
the con tro versy over God and his char ac ter, and it is Michael
who will stand in the end to defend his peo ple. “And at that time 
shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the
chil dren of thy peo ple: and there shall be a time of trou ble, such
as never was since there was a nation even to that same time:
and at that time thy peo ple shall be deliv ered, every one that
shall be found writ ten in the book” (Dan iel 12:1).

Every one must now search the Bible for him self upon his
knees before God, with the hum ble, teach able heart of a child,
if he would know what the Lord requires of him. How ever high
any min is ter may have stood in the favor of God, if he neglects
to fol low the light given him of God, if he refuses to be taught as 
a lit tle child, he will go into dark ness and satanic delu sions and
will lead oth ers in the same path.

Not one of us will ever re ceive the seal of God while our
char ac ters have one spot or stain upon them. It is left with us
to rem edy the de fects in our char ac ters, to cleanse the soul
tem ple of ev ery de file ment. Then the lat ter rain will fall upon 
us as the early rain fell upon the dis ci ples on the Day of Pen -
te cost. (Tes ti mo nies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 214)

Jesus coun sels Laodicea: “I coun sel thee to buy of me gold
tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white rai ment,
that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy naked -
ness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that
thou mayest see” (Rev e la tion 3:18). If you rec og nize that you
are in a piti ful spir i tual state, you do not need to stay there. You
may align your self with Christ, accept coun sel of the faith ful
and true wit ness, and be a vic tor in the last great battle.

It is now that we must keep our selves and our chil dren un -
spot ted from the world. It is now that we must wash our
robes of char ac ter and make them white in the blood of the
Lamb. It is now that we must over come pride, pas sion, and
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spir i tual sloth ful ness. It is now that we must awake and
make de ter mined ef fort for sym me try of char ac ter. “To day if
ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts.” We are in a
most try ing po si tion, wait ing, watch ing for our Lord's ap -
pear ing. The world is in dark ness. “But ye, breth ren,” says
Paul, “are not in dark ness, that that day should over take you
as a thief.” It is ever God's pur pose to bring light out of dark -
ness, joy out of sor row, and rest out of wea ri ness for the
waiting, longing soul.

What are you do ing, breth ren, in the great work of prep a -
ra tion? Those who are unit ing with the world are re ceiv ing
the worldly mold and pre par ing for the mark of the beast.
Those who are dis trust ful of self, who are hum bling them -
selves be fore God and pu ri fy ing their souls by obey ing the
truth these are re ceiv ing the heav enly mold and pre par ing
for the seal of God in their fore heads. When the de cree goes
forth and the stamp is im pressed, their char ac ter will re main
pure and spot less for eter nity.

Now is the time to pre pare. The seal of God will never be
placed upon the fore head of an im pure man or woman. It will 
never be placed upon the fore head of the am bi tious,
world-lov ing man or woman. It will never be placed upon
the fore head of men or women of false tongues or de ceit ful
hearts. All who re ceive the seal must be with out spot be fore
God–can di dates for heaven. Go for ward, my breth ren and
sis ters. (Ibid., vol. 5, pp. 215, 216)

Those who have a zeal for the honor and glory of God will
not wish to be involved in any thing that is dis gust ing to God. If
you wish to be a part of the 144,000, you will have to put the
honor of God first. The great est bat tle you will ever fight is
about you now. It will soon be over, and you will either be faith -
ful to God or be found a trai tor. It is that sim ple. The choice is
yours. Do you love best the appro ba tion of God or the appro ba -
tion of men? You may align your self under the blood–stained
ban ner of Jeho vah or you may help to pass the “hell ish torch of
Satan,” if you wish. The choice is up to you. Allen Stump
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Elena Kagan Nominated to
Replace Justice Stevens

On May 10, Pres i dent Obama nom i nated Solic i tor Gen eral
Elena Kagan to the Supreme Court to replace retir ing Jus tice
John Paul Stevens.

Miss Kagan is 50 years old and, if con firmed, would have a
poten tially long seat in the High Court. Miss Kagan is from
New York and the first woman to ever be the Solic i tor General.
She was the first woman dean of the Har vard Law School. She
also was White House asso ci ate coun sel in the Clinton admin -
is tra tion. Her edu ca tion includes stud ies at Prince ton
Uni ver sity, Oxford Uni ver sity, and Har vard Law School. She
was a law clerk for Jus tice Thurgood Mar shall. She has never
been a judge at any bench level.

Unlike a sit ting judge, she has never been forced to write
opin ions on issues, such as affir ma tive action, abor tion, and the 
sep a ra tion of church and state. Nei ther has she writ ten about
these issues as an aca demic, and there is no record of her even
dis cuss ing these issues to express her views.

Kagan’s views on homo sex u als in the mil i tary are very clear,
though. She fully sup ports their right to openly serve and has con -
demned the “don’t ask, don’t tell” pol icy. She attempted to ban
mil i tary recruit ers from Har vard because gays can not openly
acknowl edge their sex u al ity and join the mil i tary. Kagan’s posi -
tion on gays in the mil i tary is expected to cre ate con tro versy
dur ing her con fir ma tion hear ings, but it is felt by most who have
weighed in on the issue that, though her record will be care fully
exam ined, she will be con firmed, unless some very neg a tive rev e -
la tions arise between now and the con fir ma tion hear ings.

Inter est ingly, Kagan was accused of being a les bian on a CBS
news blog writ ten by Ben Domenech, stat ing that Kagan’s
“female part ner is rather well known in Har vard cir cles”
(http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/04/16/elena-kagan-ga
y-rumor-whi_n_540143.html). That blog report was removed

from the Internet. The White House quickly denied that Kagan
was gay. It would be hard to imag ine the effect upon the weak -
en ing moral fab ric of the nation were a clos eted homo sex ual
cho sen for the Supreme Court and then that per son come out of
the closet after tak ing the bench.

There have already been rum blings about the need for
another black on the court, as well as the need for an Asian
Amer i can. How ever, there is another issue about which you
may not have heard. If Miss Kagan is con firmed, the United
States Supreme Court would, for the first time, lack a Protestant 
rep re sen ta tive. The reli gious make-up of the court would be six 
Cath o lics and three Jews. When this nation was founded, Prot -
es tants were in the vast major ity and today still claim about
50% of the pop u la tion. To have a High Court without a sin gle
Protestant Jus tice is a won der that should cause great con cern
to any who values reli gious free dom.

When Prot es tant ism shall stretch her hand across the gulf
to grasp the hand of the Ro man power, when she shall reach
over the abyss to clasp hands with spir i tu al ism, when, un der
the in flu ence of this three fold un ion, our coun try shall re pu -
di ate ev ery prin ci ple of its Con sti tu tion as a Protestant and
re pub li can gov ern ment, and shall make pro vi sion for the
prop a ga tion of pa pal false hoods and de lu sions, then we may
know that the time has come for the mar vel ous work ing of
Sa tan and that the end is near. (Tes ti mo nies for the Church,
vol. 5, p. 451)

Per haps we have been look ing for a Con sti tu tional amend -
ment to enforce the decrees of the Papacy, but a new
amend ment is not nec es sary if the cur rent Con sti tu tion and
laws can be re-inter preted by the Supreme Court to meet the
demands of Rome! ?



Youth’s Cor ner — Mary Reed
Mary was born in Lowell, Ohio, in 1854. She grew up with
four brothers and three sisters, and when she was sixteen years
old, she decided to follow Jesus. After she was baptized, all she 
wanted to do was become a missionary, and so when Mary
became an adult, she applied to the mission board of her
church, and they agreed that she could be a missionary! She
was so happy and before long she
was on a boat traveling to the
country of India.

Once there, she spent a few
weeks studying the language in
the high Himalayan town of
Pithoragarh. She observed the
missionary activity around her
and, among other things, visited a
pitiful group of 500 lepers outside 
of Pithoragarh. She was touched
by  thei r  miserable  l iv ing
conditions and the total lack of
care offered for this most dreaded
and hopeless of diseases.

Soon Mary was sent to work
with the Hindu and Muslim
women and children in the city of
Cawnpore. She enjoyed this work 
very  much and s tayed in
Cawnpore for about four years,
but during all this time she often did not feel well and did
understand why. Finally it was decided that Mary should
return home to Ohio for medical treatment and possible
surgery, but even after the best of treatment, her health did not
improve. Her right index finger, for example, had a constant
tingling pain that would not go away, no matter what she did.
Then an unusual spot developed on her right cheek, and Mary
began to put the pieces together of what she was experiencing.
She started researching her symptoms in books and thought
she knew what was happening, but before she said anything to
anyone, she prayed to her heavenly Father, and it was in those
sacred moments of prayer that God revealed his plan for her.
She says God told her that she had leprosy and that he wanted
her to return to the Himalayas where she had visited and help
the lepers in their extreme need.

Then Mary visited her family doctor and shared her
concerns with him. He diagnosed her with leprosy, but sent her
to a specialist, who confirmed his diagnosis. This specialist
then sent her to New York for further examination, and,
all-in-all, four physicians (three of whom were specialists in
their fields) agreed that Mary had the dreaded disease of
leprosy.

Now, Mary could have stayed in the comfort of the United
States and could have received the best possible care from men
and women of skill and understanding, but she had a divine
commission! So, without telling her family of her diagnosis
(except one sister who promised secrecy), Mary set sail once
again for India, this time to help a very needy people who

otherwise would have received
little, if any, help.

The leper colony was in the
Himalayan Mountains at an
altitude of a little more than 6000
feet, and when Mary arrived she
was met, once again, with the
deplorable conditions under
which the lepers were forced to
exist. The disfigured and the
crippled came out to meet her,
c lad  in  ragged c lo th ing.
Inadequate, old huts and barns
provided their only shelter
against  the cold wind and
precipitation, but it was all they
had. Despite these problems,
Mary described in a letter her new 
place of repose as “Chandag
Heights, the beautiful, in the
Himalayan Mountains,” and then

said, “Away to the north, seemingly only two or three days’
journey, are the eternal snows whose grandeur and sublimity
are indescribable! They are so pure and bright and
peace-suggestive! At sunset and sunrise it is easy to imagine
them visible foundations of the Eternal City, they are lighted
up with such a halo of glory. But it is the mountains among
which I live that I want to tell you about. They enclose a lovely
valley called Shor, like a massive and exquisitely beautiful
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frame around a magnificent picture. My home is on the crest of
the range which forms the western boundary of the valley, or
the left side of the picture frame. And the picture! A rich and
beautiful valley containing about six square miles, lies more
than one thousand feet below my lofty and lovely ‘retreat,’ and
is dotted with numerous villages which are surrounded by
clumps of trees and terraced green fields of rice, wheat, and
other grains. Through this valley a little river and its tributaries
wind in and out, and a ridge of low hills divides it” (Mary Reed, 
Missionary to the Lepers, pp. 27, 28). Mary later said she never 
felt in better health, more cheerful in spirit, nor happier in
service than when helping the lepers in Chandag Heights, and
with such beauty around her and with
God’s Spirit filling her with love and
compassion for the misfortunate, we
can understand why.

Most of the lepers were Hindu
people who knew nothing about a God
in heaven who loved them, but when
Mary told them how she had been set
apart by God to minister to them, tears
ran down their faces in appreciation of
her sacrifice and of God’s love. They
welcomed her into their midst, and she
taught them about Jesus while she
bound up their terrible wounds. She
spoke soothing words of comfort to the 
distressed and was ever so gentle and
kind to the many child lepers.

Mary wrote home to her mission
board and said, “We need help over
here!” And they sent money. Then
Mary drew up plans, hired builders,
and supervised the construction of
new housing for the lepers. She
started schools for the children. On a walk around the outside
of the colony one day, Mary found a source of good water for
the lepers, so she arranged for it to be channeled into the
compound. She also held discussions with the Indian
government, and they gave her forty-seven more acres! Now
the residents had plenty of room to graze their animals and
grow their gardens. Then she asked her mission board to mail
her flower seeds, and soon beautiful flowers were growing
throughout the compound around their little homes and
buildings and up and down their paths. A dispensary was built
to distribute supplies, and, for the very sick, a little hospital
was built. But that’s not all. Mary established schools for the
village children, too. She did all she could to help the people
around her and because of her labors at least one hundred
twenty-three lepers accepted Jesus as their personal Saviour.

Mary’s leprosy did not progress like it did for the others, so
she was able to travel to various places to plead for the cause of

the lepers, and conditions began to improve. Much was done
for her leper colony. And Mary lived a long time, in spite of her
leprosy! Into her 80s, in fact, and it was only because of failing
eyesight that she fell one day and died as a result. Mary
devoted most of her life to the lepers of Chandag Heights,
doing just what God told her to do, and, as a result, many
people learned of our great heavenly Father.

Now, why do you think Mary went back to India? She said it
was because God spoke to her, but really it was because God
loved the lepers! And he wanted someone to help them and to
teach them of heavenly things. And Mary was that person! It
was because of God’s love for the lepers that he sent her to

India. Do you think it was also
because of God’s love that she
became ill with leprosy? I think so,
love, again, for the lepers and love for
her because he knew that in her
weakness he would be able to bless
her beyond measure to be strong and
to fill her with his Spirit. The Bible
tells us “all things work together for
good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to his
purpose” (Romans 8:28). Since
Mary’s leprosy did not progress like
most cases do, she was able to do
much good, for many people, over
many years.

Now, this story also makes me
think of all of us. All of us have a
spiritual condition that is just like
leprosy, and we have someone who
came to help us! Do you know who
that is? Jesus! And even though Jesus
never sinned, he came with the same

human nature and was tempted in all points as we are tempted
and understands just what it is like to live in this sinful world.
Mary went to the leper colony, having leprosy herself. Jesus
came to our earth and bore the leprosy of our sins to the cross so 
“that we might be made the righteousness of God in him” (2
Corinthians 5:21). There have been many missionary doctors
who have helped many lepers, but Mary’s case was different
because she also experienced the disease of leprosy. She was
able to understand and sympathize with the lepers in a way that 
other people are not able to because they have never
experienced the disease.

One day you may have a terrible illness, as happened to
Mary, or maybe even now do, and if this should be the case,
God still has a wonderful plan for your life, just as he had a plan 
for Mary’s life!

Onycha Holt
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Fol low ing the Lamb
“And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could
learn that song but the hun dred and forty and four thou sand, which were redeemed from the earth. These are they
which were not defiled with women; for they are vir gins. These are they which fol low the Lamb whithersoever he
goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. And in their mouth
was found no guile: for they are with out fault before the throne of God” (Rev e la tion 14:3-5).

Javid always loved bring ing the ani mals to the city. He and
his father made the trip only a few times a year, but when they
did, it was always a noisy affair with bleat ing sheep, grouchy
goats, and squeak ing carts, but he loved it all the same. Soon
Javid would be twelve, and then he could par tic i pate in the
sacred feasts, but for now, he was happy just to be able to see
the city of God’s own choos ing and to walk its nar row streets.
They would take some of the ani mals to mar ket, and after that
sell the cho sen ones to the tem ple mer chants. Javid loved being
near the tem ple, and some times, after all the doves, goats, and
sheep were taken away and things were once again quiet, he
would sit on the steps on one of the back porches while his
father vis ited with friends in the open area. While the sun still
shone on the mar ble, voices could be heard float ing down from
the class rooms above, and he imag ined him self sit ting in one of 
those rooms, lis ten ing to the rab bis explain Scrip ture.

And on a day not too far dis tant in the past, voices had also
floated down, this time to the ears of anx ious par ents, and one
voice in par tic u lar caught their atten tion. The par ents lis tened
for a moment while the rab bis eagerly spoke of the prom ised
Mes siah and the great ness he would bring to the Jew ish nation,
when a sol emn, but sweet, voice responded: “What meaneth
then, ‘He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened
not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaugh ter, and as a
sheep before her shear ers is dumb, so he openeth not his
mouth.’?” Mary knew what it meant, and her heart seemed to
gasp for breath. She and Joseph hur ried to find their son while
the rab bis, con tem plat ing what they had just heard, expressed
aston ish ment at his under stand ing.

Dur ing the next eigh teen years, both Javid and Jesus grew to
man hood, and soon both walked the streets of God’s cher ished
city. Twenty miles away, John was bap tiz ing in the Jor dan
River, and fol low ing the bap tism of Jesus, peo ple began to look 
with awe and won der upon the one that John had declared was
the Lamb of God. Jesus was obvi ously poor and hum ble. There
was noth ing kingly about his pres ence, and it seemed impos si -
ble that he could be the one to ful fill their lofty hopes for the
res to ra tion of Israel.

But two of John’s dis ci ples had heard his proc la ma tion about 
Jesus, and they fol lowed Jesus, look ing for an oppor tu nity to
speak with him in order to unravel their per plex ity. After a few
blessed moments with this unas sum ing, quiet man, full of grace 
and truth, both Andrew and John knew that, indeed, they were
in the pres ence of the holy one of God, and they renounced all
and fol lowed him.

Soon all eyes fol lowed Jesus as he walked among the throng, 
espe cially the eyes of the blind that could now see. With joy

unspeak able, they watched their mer ci ful healer reach out to
the next suf fer ing one. No one was over looked, and every one
was treated with ten der regard. Hope was rekin dled, bur dens
were lifted, and peace filled once-trou bled hearts.

All hearts, that is, except those of many of the priests and rul -
ers. They had seen the same love and sym pa thy, the same
benev o lence bestowed, but no chord of praise was struck in
their hearts, and it was no desire for deeper truth that quick ened
their steps. They, too, fol lowed Jesus, but not in search of the
pearl of great price.

His ene mies, his dis ci ples, the poor and needy, the learned
and unlearned, all fol lowed Jesus, and the same is true today.
We who have sat in dense dark ness have been blessed with
great light (Mat thew 4:16). You and I can walk with a sure ness
of step and with unfail ing bold ness as we fol low the Lamb, for
more light shines on our path than has shined on the path of any
other peo ple. When Jesus blessed Jeru sa lem with his pres ence,
it was at a time when Satan had nearly cut off from the peo ple
all truth, hope, and faith. Every hand seemed to be a hand of
self ish ness and every heart a heart lifted in pride.

The Phar i sees, the sup posed keep ers of the law, taught men
that they obtained jus ti fi ca tion before God through obser vance
of the law (both writ ten and oral) and that fast ings, alms, rit ual
washings, and con fes sions were suf fi cient to make atone ment
for sin; but they, above all men, were exam ples of the fool ish -
ness of righ teous ness by works. Their pecu liar man ner isms
revealed the hypoc risy and even the super sti tion of their
natures, as seen in the sev eral dis tinct classes of Phar i sees. One
class, for exam ple, was known as the “trun cated” Phar i sees. In
order to appear in pro found med i ta tion, they scarcely lifted
their feet off the ground when they walked. Another class, the
“mor tar” Phar i sees, wore a deep cap in the shape of a mor tar
which per mit ted them to look only upon the ground at their
feet. This was done so their pious con tem pla tions would not be
dis turbed by the things about them. The “strik ing” Phar i see
shut his eyes as he walked to avoid the sight of women and
often struck his head against the wall. (It is hard to believe the
he walked very far with out peek ing!) Other pain ful aus teri ties
and mor ti fi ca tions were fre quently prac ticed by the Phar i sees.
“In the esti ma tion of the rab bis it was the sum of reli gion to be
always in a bus tle of activ ity. They depended upon some out -
ward per for mance to show their supe rior piety” (The Desire of
Ages, p. 362). They endured severe fasts, cov ered their fea tures 
with gloom and solem nity, scru pu lously avoided every kind of
rit ual impu rity, wore phy lac ter ies con tain ing sen tences of the
law on the bor ders of their gar ments, gave osten ta tiously to
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char ity, eagerly pros e ly tized, and recited long and fre quent
prayers in the syn a gogues and tem ples and in the pub lic streets. 
Because of their per ceived devo tion to God, they cap ti vated the 
admi ra tion of the peo ple, but Jesus called them whited sep ul -
chers, full of dead men’s bones (Mat thew 23:27).

If you were n’t a Phar i see dur ing the time of Christ, you
might have been a Sad du cee. The Sad du cees were a sect
smaller in num ber, but some of its mem bers were from illus tri -
ous fam i lies and from fam i lies of wealth. Caiaphas, the high
priest, was a Sad du cee. Sad du cees rejected all laws and tra di -
tions not found in the writ ten law. They believed in no
res ur rec tion of the dead and that there was no reward or pun ish -
ment after death. Per haps it is now eas ier to under stand
Caiaphas’ words that it is better for one man to die than for the
whole nation to per ish (John 11:49, 50), for it was not such a
seri ous thing to die or to cause the death of some one since there
was no heaven to win and no hell to shun.

Then there were the Scribes. The Scribes were con sid ered to
be teach ers of the law and rep re sen ta tives of Moses, both in the
syn a gogues and in the streets. They were con sid ered to be the
most edu cated men in the law, the schol ars and intel lec tu als, so
to speak, and they were most often Phar i sees, but, at times, they 
were also Sad du cees, priests, and even lay men.

The Essenes were dif fer ent alto gether from any of these peo -
ple, for they secluded them selves from pol i tics, pub lic affairs,
and even from the com mon con cerns of pri vate life. They
denounced the body, call ing it a mass of malig nant mat ter and
the prison of the soul, and usu ally renounced all regard to the
out ward expres sion of the law. They did pay high regard to the
moral pre cepts of the law, how ever, and did observe the Sab -
bath, but they neglected most of the cer e mo nial law. But they
were a peace able peo ple and lov ers of retire ment, and they had
a seem ingly per fect com mu nity. They were sober, abste mi ous,
and com monly lived in a state of cel i bacy. They adopted the
chil dren of oth ers to edu cate in their own prin ci ples and cus -
toms. Some of them detached them selves entirely from sec u lar
affairs, trans ferred their prop erty to their rel a tives and friends,
and retired to sol i tary places, where they devoted them selves to 
a holy life. A soci ety of this type was formed near Alex an dria,
where the Essenes lived not far from each oth ers, in sep a rate
cot tages, each of which had its own sacred apart ments to which
they retired for the pur poses of devo tion.

But this is not all. There were also Caraites, Herodians, and
Gaulonites who roamed the beloved city and its sub urbs, seek -
ing pros e lytes to their par tic u lar under stand ing of truth. And
last, but not least, were the mys ti cal Jews who fol lowed the
doc trines of the Kabbalah.

And Jesus walked among them all.

He vis ited their syn a gogues: “And he came
to Naz a reth, where he had been brought up: and, as his cus tom
was, he went into the syn a gogue on the sab bath day, and stood
up for to read” (Luke 4:16).

He answered their ques tions: “And one of
the scribes came, and hav ing heard them rea son ing together,
and per ceiv ing that he had answered them well, asked him,

Which is the first com mand ment of all? And Jesus answered
him, The first of all the com mand ments is, Hear, O Israel; The
Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind,
and with all thy strength: this is the first com mand ment. And
the sec ond is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neigh bour
as thy self. There is none other com mand ment greater than
these” (Mark 12:28-31).

He taught the mul ti tudes: “And there fol -
lowed him great mul ti tudes of peo ple from Gal i lee, and from
Decapolis, and from Jeru sa lem, and from Judaea, and from
beyond Jor dan. And see ing the mul ti tudes, he went up into a
moun tain: and when he was set, his dis ci ples came unto him:
And he opened his mouth, and taught them, say ing, Blessed are
the poor in spirit: for theirs is the king dom of heaven. Blessed are 
they that mourn: for they shall be com forted. Blessed are the
meek: for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which do
hun ger and thirst after righ teous ness: for they shall be filled.
Blessed are the mer ci ful: for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are 
the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are the peace -
mak ers: for they shall be called the chil dren of God. Blessed are
they which are per se cuted for righ teous ness’ sake: for theirs is
the king dom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile
you, and per se cute you, and shall say all man ner of evil against
you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceed ing glad: for
great is your reward in heaven: for so per se cuted they the proph -
ets which were before you” (Mat thew 4:25-Mat thew 5:12).

He raised their dead: “And, behold, there com eth 
one of the rul ers of the syn a gogue, Jairus by name; and when he 
saw him, he fell at his feet, And besought him greatly, say ing,
My lit tle daugh ter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, come
and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall
live… While he [Jesus] yet spake, there came from the ruler of
the syn a gogue’s house cer tain which said, Thy daugh ter is
dead: why troublest thou the Mas ter any fur ther? As soon as
Jesus heard the word that was spo ken, he saith unto the ruler of
the syn a gogue, Be not afraid, only believe. And he suf fered no
man to fol low him, save Peter, and James, and John the brother
of James. And he com eth to the house of the ruler of the syn a -
gogue, and seeth the tumult, and them that wept and wailed
greatly. And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why
make ye this ado, and weep? the dam sel is not dead, but
sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. But when he had put
them all out, he tak eth the father and the mother of the dam sel,
and them that were with him, and entereth in where the dam sel
was lying. And he took the dam sel by the hand, and said unto
her, Talitha cumi; which is, being inter preted, Dam sel, I say
unto thee, arise. And straight way the dam sel arose, and
walked; for she was of the age of twelve years. And they were
aston ished with a great aston ish ment” (Mark 5:22, 23, 35-42).

And healed their sick: “And it came to pass,
when he was in a cer tain city, behold a man full of lep rosy: who
see ing Jesus fell on his face, and besought him, say ing, Lord, if
thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. And he put forth his hand,
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and touched him, say ing, I will: be thou clean. And imme di -
ately the lep rosy departed from him” (Luke 5:12, 13).

He told them of things that must come to pass (Mat thew 24),
he trav eled long dis tances for one per son (John 4), he com -
forted the hope less (Mat thew 9:2), he loved the lit tle chil dren
(Mark 10:14), he lifted the down trod den (John 8 and John 13),
he exalted true value (the poor widow with her two mites, Mark 
12), he turned no one away (the thief on the cross, Luke 23), he
felt the sor row and anguish of his chil dren (John 11:35), and he
fear lessly spoke the truth (Mat thew 23).

This is the same Jesus who today stands at the door of our
hearts, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me” (Rev e la tion 3:20); the same Jesus
who desires us to fol low him, “And he said to them all, If any
man will come after me, let him deny him self, and take up his
cross daily, and fol low me” (Luke 9:23); and the same Jesus
who will heal, com fort, and save, just as he did in days of old.
“Jesus knows us indi vid u ally, and is touched with the feel ing of 
our infir mi ties. He knows us all by name. He knows the very
house in which we live, the name of each occu pant. . . .The dis -
tress of every one touches His heart. The cry for aid reaches His 
ear. He came to draw all men unto Him self. He bids them, ‘Fol -
low Me,’ and His Spirit moves upon their hearts to draw them to 
come to Him. Many refuse to be drawn. Jesus knows who they
are. He also knows who gladly hear His call, and are ready to
come under His pas to ral care. He says, ‘My sheep hear My
voice, and I know them, and they fol low Me.’ He cares for each
one as if there were not another on the face of the earth” (The
Desire of Ages, p. 479).What joy it is to fol low such a Mas ter!

“How many there are who feel that it would be a good thing
to tread the soil of old Jeru sa lem, and that their faith would be
greatly strength ened by vis it ing the scenes of the Sav iour’s life
and death! But old Jeru sa lem will never be a sacred place until
it is cleansed by the refin ing fire from heaven. . . . Do we want to 
walk in the foot steps of Jesus? We need not seek out the paths in 
Naz a reth, Bethany, and Jeru sa lem. We shall find the foot prints
of Jesus by the sick-bed, by the side of suf fer ing human ity, in
the hov els of the pov erty-stricken and dis tressed. We may walk
in these foot steps, com fort ing the suf fer ing, speak ing words of
hope and com fort to the despon dent. Doing as Jesus did when
he was upon earth, we shall walk in his blessed steps” (The
Review & Her ald, June 9, 1896; all empha sis sup plied unless
oth er wise noted).

“Jesus met the peo ple on their own ground, as one who was
acquainted with their per plex i ties. He made truth beau ti ful by
pre sent ing it in the most direct and sim ple way. His lan guage
was pure, refined, and clear as a run ning stream. His voice was
as music to those who had lis tened to the monot o nous tones of
the rab bis. But while His teach ing was sim ple, He spoke as one
hav ing author ity. This char ac ter is tic set His teach ing in con -
trast with that of all oth ers. The rab bis spoke with doubt and
hes i tancy, as if the Scrip tures might be inter preted to mean one
thing or exactly the oppo site. The hear ers were daily involved
in greater uncer tainty. But Jesus taught the Scrip tures as of
unques tion able author ity. What ever His sub ject, it was

pre sented with power, as if His words could not be con tro -
verted” (The Desire of Ages, p. 253).

An Important Testimony from Arbuckle

When we fol low the Lamb, we are pro tected from walk ing in
the foot steps of Satan and into his snares. God used Ellen White 
to share with his peo ple this impor tant tes ti mony:

The be liev ers in pres ent truth here [in Arbuckle] are few
in num ber, and some of them are very un fa vor ably sit u ated,
their fam i lies not be ing united in the faith. Those who are
thus striv ing alone to obey God, have tri als, temp ta tions, and 
op po si tion to en coun ter, of which oth ers know noth ing…

Some are strug gling with pov erty, but this need not pre -
vent them from ob tain ing the eter nal riches. All should seek,
so far as pos si ble, the most fa vor able po si tion for per fect ing
a Chris tian char ac ter….If the love of Christ dwells in the
heart, we shall not be con tent to keep a low level, and shall
not as so ci ate with those who will have no in flu ence to in -
crease our as pi ra tion af ter knowl edge or ho li ness.

A sore trial has been brought upon the lit tle com pany here, 
by the course of their leader. Since he was cho sen el der of the 
church he has re peat edly at tended danc ing par ties with his
wife and daugh ter. This is the first in stance of the kind that I
have ever met among our churches. I was greatly sur prised
that one who had a knowl edge of our faith could thus unite
with the un godly. Even if he has so lit tle spir i tual dis cern -
ment as to see no wrong in this fas ci nat ing plea sure, he can
but know that he is plac ing a stone of stum bling in the way of
oth ers. He knows that he is wound ing his breth ren. What say
the Scrip tures con cern ing these things? “If meat make my
brother to of fend, I will eat no flesh while the world
standeth.” And again, “Let us not there fore judge one an -
other any more, but judge this rather, that no man put a
stum bling-block or an oc ca sion to fall, in his brother’s way.”

But danc ing, as prac ticed at the pres ent day, is det ri men tal 
to the health of soul and body. The ater-go ing, danc ing,
card-play ing, gam bling, in ebri ety, are all steps in the path of
vice and dis si pa tion. He who, hav ing re ceived the light of
pres ent truth, will yet per sist in ven tur ing into this path, is
un wor thy of the name of Chris tian. What at trac tions can this
el der of the church find in the dance-hall? Is he in this god -
less com pany fit ting him self to ex ert a proper in flu ence over
the flock of God? The so-called lit tle things of life, the lit tle
acts of faith or sac ri fice, go to make up the sum of Chris tian
char ac ter and in flu ence. It is the spirit of Christ man i fested at 
home, in the field, in the work shop, in the church, that makes
men liv ing epis tles, known and read of all.

The state of the world in the last days is de clared by our
Sav iour to be sim i lar to that which ex isted be fore the flood.
Men were wholly ab sorbed in the things of this life. They
for got the claims of their Maker, and thought only of
self-grat i fi ca tion. God’s peo ple are not to pur sue such a
course. Their ex am ple and in flu ence should be such as to
win men away from self ish aims and sen sual in dul gence, to
higher mo tives and purer joys. The his tory of the
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antediluvians is re corded as a warn ing to us. We are liv ing in
a most sol emn pe riod of earth’s his tory. The di vine judg -
ments are again to be poured out upon the world. The
prophet de clares that God’s peo ple are not in dark ness, that
the day of wrath should over take them as a thief. They
should be men and women of se ri ous thought and ear nest
prayer.

Those whose hearts are cheered by the pres ence of an in -
dwell ing Sav iour, will have no dis po si tion to re sort to places 
of worldly amuse ment. A Chris tian fam ily is one in which
the love of Christ is the spring of ac tion, the pre cepts of
God’s word the rule of life. Those who can turn away from
the sa cred in flu ences of truth to en gage in the friv o lous and
ex cit ing plea sures of the world, are re garded by our Sav iour
as show ing con tempt for him self. Je sus will not abide in any
house hold, to guide and bless them, un less they first re lin -
quish the sin ful cus toms, prac tices, and amuse ments of the
world. All who re fuse to com ply with these con di tions are
thereby bid ding him de part from them. And how dread ful are
the words he ut ters, as in sor row he turns away,—“Your house 
is left unto you des o late.” Des o late in deed must be that home
from which the pres ence of Christ is with drawn! ... 

In our re li gious life we should be in ad vance of ev ery
other peo ple upon earth. We must rise above the stan dard of
pub lic opin ion, even in a pro fessedly Chris tian com mu nity,
if we would have our char ac ter with out fault in the day of
God. When the fi nal hour shall come, and the shad ows of
death gather about the soul, shall we re gret that we have vis -
ited so few places of amuse ment? that we have joined in so
few dances? Shall we re gret that re li gion has de barred us
from scenes of rev elry, pro fan ity, and mirth? Will not many,
rather, bit terly re gret that pre cious time has been squan -
dered, golden op por tu ni ties ne glected, by fol low ing
in cli na tion rather than duty? (The Signs of the Times, Feb ru -
ary 23, 1882)

Ours is the great oppor tu nity of fol low ing the Lamb wher -
ever he goes for all eter nity, but if we wish to fol low the Lamb
in heaven, we must first fol low him on earth. That means we
will avoid all places and all activ i ties upon which we can not
ask the bless ing of God—the bil liard hall, the dance hall, and
places of mirth, sub stance use, lust, and glut tony. Evil angels
are in every such place, grab bing minds and bod ies ever more
tightly in their ugly grasps, and even if we could be sure that we
would be pro tected by God in such places, we should think
twice before we take our sweet, self-sac ri fic ing guard ian
angels to places where they can be taunted by their for mer com -
pan ions in ways that we can not under stand. One day “every
redeemed one will under stand the min is try of angels in his own
life. The angel who was his guard ian from his ear li est moment;
the angel who watched his steps, and cov ered his head in the
day of peril; the angel who was with him in the val ley of the
shadow of death, who marked his rest ing place, who was the
first to greet him in the res ur rec tion morn ing—what will it be to 
hold con verse with him, and to learn the his tory of divine inter -
po si tion in the indi vid ual life, of heav enly co-oper a tion in

every work for human ity” (Edu ca tion, p. 305)! Our heav enly
angels have done (and are doing) so much for us, why not do all
we can to make their lives as sweet as pos si ble on this dark and
evil planet by avoid ing every place where we know Satan’s evil 
angels con gre gate to destroy souls, such as any place alco hol is
con sumed and any place God is for got ten? We are told that
“angels of God are all around us” (Manu script Releases, vol. 5,
p. 125), we just do not dis cern them with our human eyes, and
that they are “com mis sioned from heaven to guard the chil dren
of men, and yet they [the chil dren of men] draw away from their 
restrain ing influ ences and go where they can have com mu ni ca -
tion with the evil angels; and then the evil angels fas ten
impres sions in their minds that they will never get rid of so long 
as they live, just as going to the the ater, bil liard hall, and all
such places lead them from the path of God to stand under the
black ban ner of the prince of dark ness. Oh, that we might all
obey the injunc tion of the apos tle. (Read 2 Corin thi ans 6:17,
18.)” (Ibid.). “Where fore come out from among them, and be
ye sep a rate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and 
I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall
be my sons and daugh ters, saith the Lord Almighty” (2 Corin -
thi ans 6:17, 18).

Broth ers and sis ters, “The night is far
spent, the day is at hand: let us there fore
cast off the works of dark ness, and let us
put on the armour of light” (Romans
13:12)!

Onycha Holt

Old Paths - 14 - July 2010

Prayer Re quests:
We thank you for your prayers for camp meet ing. God
richly blessed us dur ing these pre cious meet ings, and as
you receive this news let ter, we will be in Atlanta, Geor -
gia, through July 4, for the 59th Gen eral Con fer ence
Ses sion. We ask that you keep us in your daily prayers
that much good can be accom plished through the power
of God’s Spirit. We also entreat your prayers for lit tle
Renee Ford, Ann Ford’s frail 3-year-old grand daugh ter,
who will be receiv ing a bone mar row trans plant in a few
weeks.



“For ye were as sheep going astray” (1 Peter 2:25).

My desire in this arti cle is to wit ness to the mirac u lous
means my Sav iour used to help me retrace my steps back to
him. The dis obe di ent steps lead ing me away from my heav enly
Father are noth ing of which to be proud. The small steps
leading back were lit tle “mir a cle steps” of his divine choos ing.

“Be sober, be vig i lant; because your adver sary the devil, as a
roar ing lion, walketh about, seek ing whom he may devour”
(1 Peter 5:8). Being raised on a sheep ranch, I see the sim i lar ity
between peo ple and sheep. There gen er ally is an obsti nate
leader, a trou ble maker, one who leads the flock astray (much as 
Satan leads astray). Whether oth ers fol low or not, this one
searches for an open ing through the fence. If there is no open -
ing, he seeks another way. It may be under, over, or between the 
wires. Once free, how ever, this unsus pect ing, help less sheep is
now at the mercy of pred a tors; not real iz ing his free dom was
within the con fines of the fold.

Through out my years of free dom (so-called), the sound of
my Shep herd’s voice was never stilled. I am cer tain there were
spe cial peo ple who never stopped pray ing for me. My con -
science was never stilled. If you have expe ri enced a feel ing in
the pit of your stom ach as of impend ing disas ter—much like
light ning strik ing your vitals—you under stand what I mean.
Each time I thought of los ing eter nal life, the light ning would
strike. The Lord does not hold us against our will. He allows us
to choose our own way, but he does not stop lov ing us, ever
plead ing with us through his divine Spirit. For us to appre ci ate
the pro tec tion of the fold, he allows us to go our own way to
find out for our selves whether the grass really is greener on the
other side of the fence. Per haps our “sheep—alikes” are on a
sim i lar quest. I believe the Lord allowed me to find out for
myself the results of dis obe di ence, so that when the time came
for him to lead me back into the safety of the fold (not only to
the fold, but into the fold), I would be his for ever and would
never stray again.

And when he com eth home, he calleth to gether his friends 
and neigh bours, say ing unto them, Re joice with me; for I
have found my sheep which was lost. I say unto you, that
like wise joy shall be in heaven over one sin ner that
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just per sons,
which need no re pen tance. (Luke 15:6-7)

While the steps down Satan’s path lead to per di tion, Christ’s
path leads to eter nal free dom. Space will not allow me, short of
writ ing a book, to explore every facet of the years pre ced ing
this mirac u lous jour ney back to God.

I believe the steps pre ced ing my return to free dom in Christ
began the after noon I bought a beau ti ful Bible at a local Good -
will store. I had stopped by on the way to my eve ning shift at a
bartending job. Of course, I did n’t imme di ately give up my job; 
but now I had a Bible. The fol low ing para graph gives another
indi ca tion of the Spirit’s lead ing.

When I gave my notice of res ig na tion at my then cur rent
bartending job, I did n’t know it would be my final notice for all
time. (I have no doubt the Lord, in his wis dom, knew I needed
to be free of this hin drance, if I was to fol low the path he was
lay ing out for me.) I moved to a ranch for a short time with my
hus band-to-be, C____. One day, while explor ing the attic of
our lit tle ranch house, I hap pened upon a box of used Sev -
enth-day Adven tists Bible Study Guides. Though there were
dead flies and mouse drop pings through out, I had a pleas ant
feel ing know ing Sev enth-day Adven tists had once lived there.

Oppor tu nity was pre sented for my C____ to take a
tree-plant ing job in Texas. We mar ried before tak ing this jour -
ney. The Lord leads us in the path of his choos ing, though I
believe there are cer tain respon si bil i ties we must accept for
our selves before the Holy Spirit can touch our hearts. I could n’t 
go on this jour ney unless mar ried. If I had done oth er wise, I
may not have taken the most impor tant step when the Lord pre -
sented the oppor tu nity.

Hav ing said our good byes to loved ones, we were on our
way to Texas. (As young, barely-teen ag ers, my sis ter D____
and I had run away from home, hop ing to reach Texas, but after
walk ing sev en teen miles over hilly, dusty roads, we were
rudely stopped by the Indian Police, and a good thing, too, for a
spring bliz zard hit the next day.) Now, finally, I was on my way
to Texas, with worldly read ing mate rial beside me on the seat of 
our old Inter na tional truck and with C____ driv ing, pull ing our
Air Stream trailer. When ever idle, I always had a book to read;
fact or fic tion, it did n’t mat ter. Strangely, I could n’t con cen trate 
on the words. For the rest of our jour ney, and while parked in
the woods where C____ was work ing, I could not con cen trate
on my read ing. With out my real iz ing it, the Lord had removed
another obsta cle from my path, pre par ing the way for a greater
mir a cle yet to come. (I have not read a novel since that time.)

The job in Texas was tem po rary, and our next des ti na tion
was Bak ers field, Cal i for nia. I was expe ri enc ing severe back
pain through out our stay. Unlike my child hood mus ings of
Texas, I dis liked Texas immensely. It was as if a weight was
lifted from me, as we crossed the bor der into New Mex ico. I
was happy to be going to Cal i for nia.

If I had turned my eyes any where but upward for even an
instant, I would have missed the great est mir a cle step the Lord
had pre pared for me! High up on a bill board was the pic ture of a 
man whose face and name I rec og nized. Evan ge list Stan ley
Har ris was hold ing a Proph ecy Sem i nar at the Bak ers field Cen -
tral Sev enth-day Adven tist Church. In this instant, the Lord
was mirac u lously reveal ing his great love and wis dom. If it had
been any other per son hold ing those meet ings, most likely we
would have con tin ued on our way. The amaz ing truth
is——this very min is ter, twenty-nine years ear lier, had bap -
tized me, along with my first hus band and more than one
hun dred new con verts, in a sim i lar cru sade in our home town
dur ing the win ter of 1956-1957. The min ute I read the sign, I
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Old Paths - 16 - July 2010

deter mined in my heart to attend these meet ings. Despite my
back pain, C____ and I attended each meet ing. I was re-bap -
tized on April 27, 1985, by “offi ci at ing min is ter,” Pas tor Joe
Mallinson, of the Bak ers field Cen tral Sev enth-day Adven tists
Church. We had the plea sure of meet ing H.M.S. Rich ards and
Del Delker from Voice of Proph ecy, who were also at the wor -
ship ser vice that spe cial Sab bath day.

Pas tor Har ris was very gra cious, and he prayed for me to
remain faith ful. I prayed fer vently for the Lord to not let this be
a pass ing fancy—I longed to be truly con verted. I did not want
to change my mind—ever! The Lord has kept his prom ise: “I
will never leave thee, nor for sake thee” (Hebrews 13:5).

Before our depar ture, Pas tor Har ris con fided that things had
changed since the old days. They—the church—had asked him 
to “tone things down.” There were Easter lil ies at the end of
each pew. Pas tor Har ris seemed to dis ap prove. It was “Ishtar”
time, as I have come to call it.

Upon our return, the Lord blessed me with a job driv ing taxi
where I could be off on both Fri day and Sat ur day. As Pas tor
Har ris had remarked and as I found to be true, things had
changed in the Sev enth-day Adven tist Church. If invited to
write for a future issue, I’ll be happy to con tinue—relat ing how
a small group of believ ers were led of God to give up mem ber -
ship in a church that was no lon ger teach ing the mes sage of
his toric Adventism. Our small group was again divided as the
teach ing con cern ing the God head was brought to our atten tion
by a very spe cial lady, now sleep ing till her Sav iour awak ens
her. Prior to this, the Lord placed my feet on another path, giv -
ing me far more time for the study of his Word.

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they fol -
low me: And I give unto them eter nal life; and they shall
never per ish, nei ther shall any man pluck them out of my
hand. (John 10:27, 28) ?
(Yes, we have asked Daisy to write the fol low-up! Edi tors)

Quiz on Job 32-34
1. Who is the main speaker in Job 32?

2. Who is he the son of and from whose kin dred?

3. Why was he angry against Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar?

4. Why did this per son wait to speak?

5. Accord ing to this speaker, who gives under stand ing?

6. What is the speaker, in effect, say ing in Job 32:14?

7. What is the lit eral trans la tion of the word “within” in Job
32:18? Notice its usage in verse 19.

8. Flat tery is con demned in Job 32:21, 22. Please give at least
three other verses that also con demn flat tery.

9. What does the expres sion “upright ness of heart” mean in Job
33:3?

10. What is the Hebrew word for “Almighty” in Job 33:4? Note the
par al lel ism of the verse.

11. What forms the foun da tion of the accu sa tions against Job that
this speaker would use?

12. What verse or verses proves that Job 33:9 was not cor rect?

13. Job 33:12 states that “God is greater than man.” While this is
true, why was it a wrong basis for the argu ment?

14. In Job 33:14-18 what does the speaker claim God will use to
bring a per son to repen tance?

15. What does God use for cor rec tion, accord ing to Job 33:19?

16. Accord ing to the speaker, what does a man have to do or to say
to be saved from going into the pit of death?

17. In effect, what is the speaker say ing to Job in Job 33:31-34?

Answers to Quiz on Job 30-31

1. Job is speak ing in Job 30-31.

2. In Job 30:1-14, Job com pares the out casts to dogs of the flock.

3. These out casts ate mal lows and juni per roots.

4. These out casts lived in cliffs of the val leys, in caves of the earth, 
and in rocks.

5. Job says that he had become these out casts song and byword.

6. These out casts show their abhor rence to Job by spit ting in his
face and they fled from him.

7. The expres sion “loose the bri dle before me” in Job 30:11
means that they no lon ger have a check on the words they
speak to and about Job that they had when he was in his
pros per ity.

8. The mean ing of stat ing that Job’s ter rors pur sued him as the
wind is that is was as an irre sist ible force, one that could not be
har nessed and stopped, as one can not har ness the wind and
stop it from blow ing.

9. The “He” in Job 30:19 is God.

10. Job brings a despon dent accu sa tion about God in verse 21 by
say ing that God is cruel.

11. The “thou” in Job 30:23 is God.

12. Job 30:19-24 helps us to under stand that Job is under the pres -
sures of tre men dous suf fer ings but these thoughts are not his
nor mal char ac ter.

13. Another pos si ble trans la tion that can be used for dragon and
owl in verse 29 is jack als and ostriches. Per haps he is refer ring
to hav ing to live in sol i tude as do the jack als and ostriches or
per haps he was among peo ple (his friends) that hissed and
screeched as jack als and ostriches do.

14. Chap ter 29 is most like chap ter 31.

15. In Job 31:6, Job asks to be judged fairly.

16. Job’s heart had not been deceived by a woman.

17. When Job says that the poor were “warmed with the fleece of
my sheep,” he means that he clothed them with cloth made
from his own sheep.

18. The mean ing of Job 31:26 is that Job did not involve him self in
sun and moon wor ship.

19. Verse 34 tells us that Job’s con vic tions did not waver with pop -
u lar opin ion or under threat.

20. Two ref er ences where Zophar and Eliphaz accuse Job of doing
what is men tioned in Job 31:39 are Job 20:19 and Job 22:6.



“For such are false apos tles, deceit ful work ers, trans -
form ing them selves into the apos tles of Christ. And
no mar vel, for Satan him self is trans formed into an
angel of light. There fore it is no great thing if his min -
is ters also be trans formed as the min is ters of
righ teous ness: whose end shall be accord ing to their
works.” (2 Corin thi ans 11:13-15)

As Chris tians, fol low ers of Christ, we must each pass
through an expe ri ence which the book Steps to Christ calls
“Grow ing Up Into Christ.” In this chap ter, we find these words:

Apart from Him you have no life. You have no power to
re sist temp ta tion or to grow in grace and ho li ness. Abid ing in 
Him, you may flour ish. Draw ing your life from Him, you
will not wither nor be fruit less. You will be like a tree planted 
by the rivers of water.

Many have an idea that they must do some part of the
work alone. They have trusted in Christ for the for give ness
of sin, but now they seek by their own ef forts to live aright.
But ev ery such ef fort must fail. Je sus says, “With out Me ye
can do noth ing.” Our growth in grace, our joy, our
usefulness, —all de pend upon our un ion with Christ. It is by
com mu nion with Him, daily, hourly, —by abid ing in Him,
—that we are to grow in grace. He is not only the Au thor, but
the Fin isher of our faith. It is Christ first and last and al ways.
He is to be with us, not only at the be gin ning and the end of
our course, but at ev ery step of the way. Da vid says, “I have
set the Lord al ways be fore me: be cause He is at my right
hand, I shall not be moved.” Psalm 16:8. (Steps to Christ,
p. 69)

When the mind dwells upon self, it is turned away from
Christ, the source of strength and life. Hence it is Sa tan’s
con stant ef fort to keep the at ten tion di verted from the Sav -
iour and thus pre vent the un ion and com mu nion of the soul
with Christ. The plea sures of the world, life’s cares and per -
plex i ties and sor rows, the faults of oth ers, or your own faults
and im per fec tions—to any or all of these he will seek to di -
vert the mind. Do not be mis led by his de vices. (Ibid., p. 71)

By what means, then, shall we de ter mine whose side we
are on?

Who has the heart? With whom are our thoughts? Of whom 
do we love to con verse? Who has our warm est af fec tions and
our best en er gies? If we are Christ’s, our thoughts are with
Him, and our sweet est thoughts are of Him. (Ibid., p. 58)

The story I have to tell involves much of what is writ ten
above. I truly wanted to please God, but, find ing myself with no 
job pros pects, I decided for the first time in my life to pur chase
a com puter and try to do a busi ness from home. Being new to
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Get ting the Facts
The Internet has changed the trans fer of infor ma tion in a man -
ner that might have been hard to grasp a gen er a tion ago. The
avail able knowl edge of man kind is basi cally at our fin gertips.
Lit er ally! With this abil ity to find the facts of the world in a
moment, there is also the chance that many false things will be
found and you will receive false news in your email.

Two reports I recently received were of inter est to me and I
think would be of inter est to many Sev enth-day Adven tists.
The first stated that the new health care bill would require peo -
ple to have a micro chip planted under their skin. The sec ond
report stated that no home owner could sell their house with out
a license under the Amer i can Clean Energy and Secu rity Act of
2009, better known by the term “cap and trade.” To obtain a
license the house would have to be retro fit ted to meet the newer 
energy stan dards.

After doing some research, we found that the new Health
care Bill does not require a micro chip to be placed in any per -
son. There was a pre vi ous ver sion of the bill, HR 3200, that
made an allow ance for a national reg is try but nobody would be
forced to have any chip implanted. For more details see:
http://www.snopes.com/pol i tics/med i cal/micro chip.asp

Con cern ing the cap and trade bill, we found out that
most all the infor ma tion that had been cir cu lat ing on it con -
cern ing the need to obtain a license to sell a home was also not
t r u e .  F o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  s e e :
h t t p : / / u r b a n l e g e n d s . a b o u t . c o m / o d / g o v  e r n  -
ment/a/cap_and_trade.htm and http://urbanlegends.about.com
/od/gov ern ment/a/cap_and_trade_2.htm.

The Internet has helped to spread many con spir acy the o ries.
Some may be true, but many are not. As Chris tians, we should
be care ful about the mate rial we for ward to oth ers or per son ally 
share in any man ner. Why? Firstly, the 144,000 will have no
guile or lies in their mouths (Rev e la tion 14:5). Send ing an
email may not be speak ing with our mouths, but the prin ci ple of 
com mu ni ca tion is there. Sec ondly, send ing for wards with out
know ing they are true is sim ply being a tale bearer. God’s word
says, “Thou shalt not go up and down as a tale bearer among thy
peo ple: nei ther shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neigh -
bour: I am the LORD” (Levit i cus 19:16). Even if an email
con tains facts, it is not always the best to share. There are three
words in the Hebrew for tale bearer. One of these words means a 
scan dal-mon ger, one means to whis per or mur mur, and one
means to walk. Putt ing these together we have some one who is
walk ing up and down among the peo ple, whis per ing mur mur -
ing scan dal ous reports. Is this the kind of com pany with which
you wish for God to asso ci ate you? Not for me friends and I
hope not for you. ?

Thou shalt not go up and down as a tale bearer among thy
peo ple: nei ther shalt thou stand against the blood of thy
neigh bour: I am the LORD” (Le vit i cus 19:16).

A PAIN FUL EX --
PE RI ENCE



the com puter and online busi ness, it soon con sumed me, and all 
my wak ing hours were devoted to some thing that never was
com pleted. There was always some thing more, some thing
new, to be done. I came to call it the blue hole. Into that hole
went all my time, thought, and energy, when, in actu al ity, it pro -
duced noth ing. This, of course, affected my spir i tual life, as
well, and I had no church fel low ship with which to asso ci ate
and from which to hear truth. I found only one friend, an
ex-Adven tist, who had many ideas of his own that seemed very
appeal ing. Online, I was learn ing much about the gov ern ment
and its wrong deal ings, and this friend had found a way to opt
out of their sys tem. These ideas I fol lowed, and I even tu ally
signed on with this man’s Mor mon friend who was to be my
guide in liv ing, work ing under a sole cor po ra tion as an “eccle -
si as ti cal patri arch.” This man, how ever, was deep into the
occult and high in his Mor mon tem ple, and I had just yoked
myself with some one who believes that the des tiny of each
indi vid ual is to become a god! I had failed to real ize what God
meant in pas sages, such as Deu ter on omy 18:9-12, where he
calls the arts of spir i tu al ism an abom i na tion and where he says
that those who practiced such crafts were to be put to death.

Dur ing this time, we were also invited to inde pend ent
Adven tist meet ings, and we became closely asso ci ated with
peo ple who were involved in what appeared to be inter est ing
forms of heal ing. Due to spend ing all my time on the com puter,
I had devel oped some seri ous health prob lems and was very
inter ested in what they had to say. Our chil dren, as well,
became friends with their daugh ter. Now Satan had mul ti ple
streams through which to bring about a trans for ma tion of our
lives, although there seemed no harm, at the time, in what we
were doing. To quote Steps to Christ again, “And, on the other
hand, the judg ments of God pro nounced against sin, the inev i -
ta ble ret ri bu tion, the deg ra da tion of our char ac ter, and the final
destruc tion, are pre sented in God’s word to warn us against the
ser vice of Satan” (Ibid., pp. 21, 22).

How could we now be turned to serve Satan? By the same
temp ta tions he used against Christ on the top of the tem ple in
Jeru sa lem. So art fully had Satan worked that I had not dis -
cerned I was signed up under the con trol of his agents until it
was too late. He had not come as a fiend but as “an angel of
light” (2 Corin thi ans 11:14). I had found a new way that
seemed good and would help my fam ily and myself get out of
trou ble, and that new way was our new ex-Adven tist teacher of
heal ing. He was teach ing some very good things, which we
have proven excel lent. How ever, as we became good friends,
he also cau tiously intro duced us to some thing he and his fam ily 
were doing secretly at home. They were using a crys tal pen du -
lum to “read” good and bad energy and to dis cern whether there 
were var i ous dis eases affect ing us by plac ing a sam ple of body
fluid on a mag netic board and intro duc ing fre quen cies in the
num bers that a so-called Dr. Royal Rife had iden ti fied as the
fre quencies of var i ous dis eases. It all seemed quite sci en tific,
and Rife had claimed to have filmed the destruc tion of virus
and bac te ria through the dark field micro scope he invented.
(Edi tor’s Note: Rife was not a med i cal doc tor. He did claim to
have an hon or ary PhD from the Uni ver sity of Hei del berg, but

the uni ver sity does not con firm that he ever attended their
school or that he ever received an honorary degree from them.)

There should have been ample warn ing along the way, but
my friends were like-believ ers, and we enjoyed hav ing some -
one to meet with on the Sab bath. We kept learn ing more about
heal ing through fre quen cies from them, but they also men -
tioned trou bling lit tle things, such as the per son doing the
read ing on the fre quency board (using a pen du lum) should not
do it for too long at a time because it drains energy from that
per son and you could n’t be sure to get accu rate read ings if too
much energy was lost. Also, sick per sons and any one who
does n’t believe in using the pen du lum should n’t be in the room, 
as they knew one per son whose presence would stop the pen -
du lum from work ing.

Then there was the very real pos si bil ity of using this “tech -
nol ogy” for black magic. Our teach ers told us they had to leave
where they were to escape some friend to whom they had
taught this tech nol ogy but who began using fre quen cies to hurt
or destroy them so that the com pe ti tion would be gone and they
could make a good busi ness. Then there was his mother who
was tar geted, he said, by the gov ern ment per haps, with fre -
quen cies which finally killed her and his brother.

Other things came out in the pro cess of learn ing this “game.” 
There were other branches of this “sci ence” in which strange
things were prac ticed. Some of these prac tices involved set ting
a trans mit ter in a field to keep crops dis ease-free. Another tech -
nol ogy involved hav ing a machine improve the crops in the
fields by broad cast ing the fre quen cies of the min er als that were 
lack ing in the soil. Some peo ple he knew used a dif fer ent sci -
ence and could do things from a dis tance if they had a recent
pic ture of the crop that showed the pres ent color and other fea -
tures. Peo ple could be healed over long dis tances through the use 
of their pic tures. These other “branches” were not prac ticed by
this fam ily, so what we were learn ing from them seemed okay.

By now, I had accepted the use of fre quen cies as a valid sci -
ence, and the warn ing bells were unheard, until one morn ing.
Sud denly, as I began to eat my break fast, I felt an extremely
pain ful, fiery burn ing on my seat and back. I jumped up from
the table in ter ror and told my fam ily that some thing ter ri ble
was hap pen ing to me, and I would have to leave to go to my
teacher for help. I tried to gulp down some food, as my wife
quickly made a pack for me, and I left to hitch hike to my
teacher’s place to ask for help. I could n’t get a ride, how ever,
and I finally returned home for the night, after walk ing miles
and real iz ing that I could n’t escape. What ever was hap pen ing
was, as it were, fol low ing me. When I finally made it to our
friend’s house to ask for help, I was told that I knew just as much
as he did, and he could n’t help me. He fur ther stated that I should
not come around his fam ily, lest they also become tar geted.

Now began a reign of ter ror that lasted for nearly four years,
a time dur ing which my mind was so con trolled by the evil spir -
its that were burn ing me with “energy” and haz ing my mind
that I found myself unable to con cen trate well enough to study
because of the pain I was hav ing. I could only plead for God’s
help and try to relieve the pain by hold ing plas tic or tin foil over
the spots affected, depend ing on what so-called nuclear
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radi a tion fre quency was being used on us that day. Yes, it began 
affect ing my wife, then my daugh ter, and finally my son some -
what. My wife even tried sleep ing under a sheet of tin foil
out side on the lawn but heard tap ping all over the foil, as if
some thing was hit ting it. My wife and chil dren heard knock ing
on the floor, the couch being kicked when no one was around,
and saw demons on peo ple. We still were unsure what was
being done to us, and I believed, for a time, that this was all
caused by trans mis sions via mil i tary sat el lite. As our suf fer ing,
day and night, became more unbear able and unbe liev ably
cruel, tar get ing parts of the body that were so pain ful and
humil i at ing, I began to won der how this came to be and what
could be done to stop it!

After suf fer ing so much for three and one half years, I
decided that God was unwill ing to help or pro tect us, despite
prom ises to that effect. Sadly, I had for got ten such prom ises as:

Can a woman for get her suck ing child, that she should not
have com pas sion on the son of her womb? yea, they may for -
get, yet will I not for get thee. (Isa iah 49:15)

The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted
in him, and I am helped: there fore my heart greatly rejoiceth; 
and with my song will I praise him. (Psalm 28:7)

The name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righ teous
runneth into it, and is safe. (Prov erbs 18:10)

I felt that we had become the prop erty of the devil by the
asso ci a tion we had with the Mor mon friend, and I finally
became so des per ate that I felt I had noth ing to lose by going to
a spir i tu al ist to get answers. Even this step was masked by
Satan to seem harm less, as the spir i tu al ist claimed to believe in
God and in the angels for pro tec tion. The spir i tu al ist now
became my new teacher, and from her I learned that the deal I
had signed with the Mor mon man, indeed, had given him con -
trol over us. She helped me block and negate his con trol, but
with no appre cia ble dif fer ence to us, and, at this point, I
decided that per haps I was ask ing the wrong side for help. I
tried leav ing the coun try for a while, giv ing myself anew to
God; how ever, I had lit tle relief, for the same pain returned
after I went on the Internet to contact my family.

I even tu ally returned home, and, despair ing of sal va tion
while in the con trol of demons, I finally returned to the spir i tu -
al ist, rea son ing that while I would be lost at least my fam ily
would be deliv ered. I let her call her “arch an gels” to put a pow -
er ful pro tec tion over me, and I finally had relief. Now I was
sure I had found the way out, and soon I was given a hedge of
ten “angels” to accom pany me and from whom I could ask
help. I began learn ing about ener gies and how there are dark
side demons that do this work of tor ture and mind con trol but
that there are spir its of “light and love” who will pro tect against
them. I learned when the spir i tu al ist chan neled the heal ing
ener gies that after ward she felt drained and needed to rest. She
could do read ings with a pen du lum, too, and only needed my
per mis sion so the spir its could do their work. I could use the
pen du lum, as well, thanks to my for mer “Adven tist” train ing. I
learned that I must be very care ful about giv ing out my pic ture
any where, as it has my “energy aura” just like I have. And I

began to wear a “med i cine pouch” around my neck with crys -
tals in it to chan nel heal ing energy, with an Atlantis Cross on it
for pro tec tion. I now had the escape I was seek ing, but I was
sad dened by the fact that I was no lon ger hop ing in the assur -
ance of sal va tion. I began to go to church some times on
Sun days where they prac ticed faith heal ing, won der ing if there
was any way for me to come into accep tance with God.

About this time in my life, some breth ren held meet ings in
our area, and though I could not attend, they came to visit me in
my home. I still felt bit ter and hope less after bat tling for years,
and I was now involved with spir i tu al ism and was very fear ful
of los ing my pro tec tion and again fall ing prey to tor tur ing
demons. These breth ren asked me if I wished to be set free, and
I strug gled to believe this was pos si ble. One dear brother per -
sisted in urg ing me to trust God and give up these “protections”
I had found. I asked if he intended to replace them, and he
assured me that that would, indeed, be the case. But I was fear -
ful. As they pressed me to give up my “protections” and as I
brought some of them to cast in a pile, I began to feel pain in the
cen ter of my fore head, and I felt dazed and numb. I told them
what was hap pen ing to me, and he told me that Satan didn’t
want to let go. The Bible says he is a “roar ing lion, [who]
walketh about, seek ing whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8).
The Bible says: “Greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the 
world” (1 John 4:4). I was told that God is more pow er ful than
Satan and that I must trust in God’s power and sur ren der in
order to find deliv er ance. Finally, I agreed to give up my last
“pro tec tion,” think ing that if they could n’t help me that I could
just go back to my doom. How ever, as I reached out to accept
the help and as I began to take the beaded-string amu let over
my head, the head ache dis ap peared, and I began to think
clearly again. I shared this with the breth ren, and we rejoiced in
the evi dence of God’s power. We then prayed to God to for give
my sins and grant me his accep tance and pro tec tion, and I
found myself set free, deliv ered at last from Satan’s con trol!
The prom ise of 1 John 1:9, “If we con fess our sins, he is faith ful
and just to for give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrigh -
teous ness,” became real to me. I learned that, though I had gone 
deep into the control of Satan, God had provided a way out for
me.

Though I am still rejoic ing in deliv er ance, my temp ta tions
have not stopped. I am still harassed at times, but now I know
very well what is tak ing place, and I flee to the Almighty in
prayer through the name of Jesus my Sav ior. At one point, I was 
being attacked by the demons again, feel ing the head ache and
con fu sion, and I was unable to gain the vic tory by my own
prayers, so I called one of the min is ters who had vis ited me and
asked for him to pray with me. As he prayed, I con tin ued to feel
the same pain until toward the end when he said, “We claim the
blood of Christ to cleanse and heal,” and as when I had ear lier
lifted the neck lace over my head, the dark ness passed, and I
was free again!

I have learned some les sons in the ter ror and cru elty of Satan
and that his hatred is extreme against those who oppose him at
this time. I have learned that there is one mighty to save and that 
I can trust in him, if I will but make myself his alone and wres tle 
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for the vic tory with the Angel of the Lord. I have also learned of 
the crafty decep tions of the heal ing arts of Satan, and to be very
care ful from whom I take coun sel. I have read the ads in an
“alter nate med i cine” mag a zine given out at a health food store,
and I know their decep tions. Now I know just where I’ve been
and how I got there.

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war af ter the
flesh: (For the weap ons of our war fare are not car nal, but
mighty through God to the pull ing down of strong holds;)
Cast ing down imag i na tions, and ev ery high thing that
exalteth it self against the knowl edge of God, and bring ing
into cap tiv ity ev ery thought to the obe di ence of Christ; And
hav ing in a readi ness to re venge all dis obe di ence, when your 
obe di ence is ful filled. (2 Corinthians 10:3-6)

I pray that my expe ri ence can be the means of deliv er ance to
some other tempted and tried soul, and, as we near the close of
pro ba tion and the time of trou ble, may God help us to be wholly 
the Lord’s and to not be dou ble minded, as we fight for our life
against a foe too pow er ful for us to ever hope to fight alone. If
you have been a cap tive of Satan, there is for give ness and help
in Jesus. Satan will try to con vince you that God does not love
you and will not help you, but reject his lies and believe the
Word of God, for it is sure and steadfast!

A De liv ered Brother
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The name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righ teous runneth into it,
and is safe. (Prov erbs 18:10)

Sun light Helps MS
Accord ing to the April 24, 2010, issue of Sci ence News, the
ultra vi o let radi a tion from sun light is an aid in the fight against
mul ti ple scle ro sis (MS). Research ers have known for a long time 
that MS is rare in trop i cal regions and more prev a lent at higher
lat i tudes. For exam ple, there are five cases of MS per 100,000
peo ple in Nige ria, yet Swe den’s rate is twenty times higher.

Sci en tists had for merly attrib uted this to an increase of Vita -
min D, but a direct cause–and–effect rela tion ship had never
been estab lished. A team of research ers led by bio chem ist Hec -
tor DeLuca at the Uni ver sity of Wis con sin—Mad i son recently
dis cov ered that sim ply increas ing the amount of Vita min D did
not aid in the fight against MS, yet extra UV light, though not
enough to pro duce sig nif i cantly more Vita min D, helped MS
patients!

DeLuca noted: “‘We con cluded that UV light is doing some -
thing beyond’ mak ing Vita min D” (Sci ence News, April 24,
2010, p. 9).

We have been told:

There are but few who re al ize that, in or der to en joy health 
and cheer ful ness, they must have an abun dance of sun light,
pure air, and phys i cal ex er cise. . . . 

No room in the house should be con sid ered fur nished and
adorned with out the cheer ing, en liv en ing light and sun shine, 
which are Heaven's own free gift to man. (The Health Re -
former, April 1, 1871)

Phys i cal ex er cise, and a free use of air and sun -
light,–bless ings which heaven has abun dantly be stowed on
all,–would give life and strength to many an ema ci ated in -
valid. (The Youth’s In struc tor, Feb ru ary 27, 1902) ?
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