
Old Paths 
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls.  Jer e miah 6:16

The secret of the LORD is with them that
fear  him;  and  he  will  shew  them  his
covenant. Psalm 25:14 
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Prayer Re quests
Let us con tinue to remem ber those who
were bap tized dur ing camp meet -
ing–Alice, Andriana, Lois, Glenn, and
Sarah–in prayer, ask ing God to bless
and pro tect each one as they walk in
new ness of life. Let us also not for get
the pre cious souls bap tized dur ing past
camp meet ings and over seas trav els that 
they will con tinue to walk in God’s
paths and remain faith ful to him.

Also please see the notice on page 18
con cern ing the next GC Ses sion and
keep that in prayer.

Sis ter Kathie Shaffer has asked for
prayer con cern ing a pro ject. Please join
us in prayer for her, and, finally, we
remem ber each one of you that you,
along with us, will hear that pre cious
pro nounce ment, “Well done, good and
faith ful ser vant (Mat thew 25:23).”

Ed i tors

“The moral fall of the Protestant churches in general brings us to the point where we

are able to say, in the language of the Second Angel's Message, ‘Babylon is fallen,

is fallen.’ (J. N. Andrews, The Three Messages of Revelation 14:6-12, p. 64).”
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The sec ond angel’s mes sage is the short est of the three
angels’ mes sages. There is no com mand in the mes sage, just
sim ply a state ment of fact that Bab y lon is fallen and that she has 
made all nations drink of her wine. In the first angel’s mes sage
we were told to fear God, give glory to him, and wor ship him as
Cre ator. While there is no com mand in the sec ond angel’s mes -
sage, there is a response that we must give to the mes sage.

God never brings destruc tion with out first giv ing a warn -
ing. Before he brought the great flood, he com mis sioned
Noah, “a preacher of righ teous ness (2 Peter 2:5),” to preach a 
warn ing mes sage for 120 years (Gen e sis 6:3). Before God
destroyed Sodom, he sent two angels to warn any who would
lis ten (Gen e sis 19).

Before the destruc tion of this world, God sends a mes sage
of warn ing to the world. In Ezekiel 22:29, 30, God said: “The
peo ple of the land have used oppres sion, and exer cised rob -
bery, and have vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have
oppressed the stranger wrong fully. And I sought for a man
among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the
gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I
found none.” God was want ing some one to stand in the gap to
make up the hedge. He needs men and women today, but few
will stand in the gap. Few even know what the hedge is that
has been bro ken, but God is going to have a peo ple who will be 
faith ful and give all three angels’ mes sages. You have to
under stand them, how ever, before you can share them.

Who is Bab y lon? Who is this Bab y lon men tioned in Rev e -
la tion 14:8, and what has caused her to fall? What will be her
judg ment, and how can we come out of Bab y lon?

Before the sec ond angel’s mes sage is given, the mes sage
of the first angel must be given and received. If we do not
under stand, com pre hend, or appre ci ate and believe the first
angel’s mes sage, the sec ond angel’s mes sage can not be
under stood nor appre ci ated. Accord ing to the first angel’s
mes sage, we are liv ing in the anti-typ i cal day of atone ment.
The day of atone ment was the atone ment of all atone ments
(Levit i cus 23:27, 28). It was the only feast day that had a pro -
hi bi tion against work equal to that of the 4th com mand ment.
The chil dren of Israel were to do no work on that day (Levit i -
cus 16:29). This was to rep re sent to them the righ teous ness
which comes from faith alone in Christ. All the works of
Bab y lon are the works of man and not God and run coun ter to 
God and his plans.

Ancient Babylon

To better under stand mod ern mys ti cal Bab y lon, let us look
back at ancient Bab y lon. Bab y lon’s begin nings are told in
Gen e sis 10:8-10:

And Cush begat Nim rod: he be gan to be a mighty one in
the earth. He was a mighty hunter be fore the LORD: where -

fore it is said, Even as Nim rod the mighty hunter be fore the
LORD. And the be gin ning of his king dom was Ba bel, and
Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.

Nim rod was the first per son who accepted the title of king
and by this very act dis played rebel lion and defi ance to God,
who was to be the King. Other rul ers sim ply claimed to be a
vice roy, the one who stands in the place of the king. God was
acknowl edged as king, and it was too close to the time of the
flood to deny God. Instead, Nim rod claimed to be king.

Bab y lon was founded for two rea sons. Firstly, “The dwell -
ers on the plain of Shinar dis be lieved God’s cov e nant that he
would not again bring a flood upon the earth (Patri archs and
Proph ets, p. 119).” So, unbe lief or lack of faith was the first
rea son for Bab y lon. Sec ondly, Bab y lon was founded because
of rebel lion against God and his com mand to dis perse.

And it came to pass, as they jour neyed from the east, that
they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt
there. And they said one to an other, Go to, let us make brick, 
and burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and
slime had they for morter. And they said, Go to, let us build
us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and 
let us make us a name, lest we be scat tered abroad upon the
face of the whole earth (Gen e sis 11:2-4).

God also had told Noah’s descen dants to replen ish the
“earth” (Gen e sis 9:1).” They were not to live in just one area.
God’s direc tion was to dis perse, but instead: “They built them
a city, and then con ceived the idea of build ing a large tower to
reach unto the clouds, that they might dwell together in the
city and tower, and be no more scat tered (Spirit of Proph ecy,
vol. 1, p. 91).” So, the two prin ci ples behind Bab y lon were
unbe lief and rebel lion, the very same two issues that are part
of mod ern-day Bab y lon. Babel was a pro ject begun in defi -
ance to God, and all that it stood for was in defi ance to God.

In the Bible, the name Babel means con fu sion. “There fore
is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there con -
found the lan guage of all the earth (Gen e sis 11:9).” If you
had asked one of the work ers from the plain of Shinar, how -
ever, what the name meant, you would have got ten a
dif fer ent def i ni tion. To the build ers of Babel, the name sig -
ni fied “Gate of God.” The inhab it ants of Babel said that
their city was the gate or way to God. The route to heaven was
through Babel. Even today, the lead ers of Bab y lon claim that
Bab y lon is the gate to God, but Bab y lon is no more the gate or
way to God today than it was in ancient times.

Even after God destroyed the Tower of Babel and con -
founded the lan guages of the peo ple, caus ing many to scat ter,
the attrac tions of Bab y lon were still strong to the car nal mind,
to those who did not have the glory and honor of God first.
When Israel went to fight against Ai, they were repulsed. The
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The Second Angel’s Message
“And there fol lowed an other an gel, say ing, Bab y lon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, be cause she made all na tions
drink of the wine of the wrath of her for ni ca tion (Rev e la tion 14:8).”



rea son was given in Joshua 7:1: “But the chil dren of Israel
com mit ted a tres pass in the accursed thing: for Achan, the son
of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of
Judah, took of the accursed thing: and the anger of the LORD

was kin dled against the chil dren of Israel.” What was one of
the accursed things? “A goodly Babylonish gar ment (verse
21)!” But what was good about it? It appealed to the car nal
mind and cost the lives of thirty-six men!

Bab y lon was later the king dom of Nebuchadnezzar. It was
square foot for square foot the most glo ri ous-to-the-eye city
ever built, but one night the Medes and Per sians came knock -
ing, and that was the begin ning of the end. The city was
step-by-step destroyed and has been unin hab ited until this day.

Be cause of the wrath of the LORD it shall not be in hab -
ited, but it shall be wholly des o late: ev ery one that goeth by
Bab y lon shall be as ton ished, and hiss at all her plagues. … 
There fore the wild beasts of the desert with the wild beasts
of the is lands shall dwell there, and the owls shall dwell
therein: and it shall be no more in hab ited for ever; nei ther
shall it be dwelt in from gen er a tion to gen er a tion (Jer e miah
50:13, 39).

Men through the ages have con sid ered re-estab lish ing Bab -
y lon, but it can not hap pen. Saddam Hussein began a
rebuild ing pro gram in defi ance of the God of heaven. The pro -
ject was started but later began to crum ble and the city was not
inhab ited. So the Bab y lon of Rev e la tion 14:8 can not be the lit -
eral city but a mys ti cal city. In fact, there are two cites in the
book of Rev e la tion that are set in con tra dis tinc tion one to the
other. One is mys tic Bab y lon, and the other is the New Jeru sa -
lem. The first is mys tic and oper a tive in the minds of peo ple. It
is also sym bolic “in Scrip ture to des ig nate the var i ous forms
of false or apos tate reli gion (The Great Con tro versy, p. 381).”
In its most broad sense, Bab y lon is used to rep re sent every
false reli gious sys tem. We will also find that it can have a
restricted mean ing.

The First Angel’s Message

To be able to prop erly under stand and appre ci ate the sec ond
angel’s mes sage and its need to be given, we must have a com -
pre hen sion of the first angel’s mes sage. In that mes sage we see
the proc la ma tion of the ever last ing gos pel, the com mand to fear
and rev er ence God, to give glory to him, and to wor ship him as
Cre ator upon his Sab bath day. We are also to acknowl edge the
begin ning of the inves ti ga tive judg ment. This mes sage of the
first angel and the giv ing of the judg ment hour mes sage began
with Wil liam Miller and oth ers such as Charles Fitch and Josiah
Litch in the United States and with men from dif fer ent parts of
the world like Joseph Wolff. They were pro claim ing from 1831
until 1844 that Jesus was com ing back in judg ment upon the
earth.

History of the Second Angel’s Message

The sec ond angel’s mes sage is God’s reac tion to the peo ple’s
response to the first angel’s mes sage. How thank ful we should 

be as a peo ple to have the inspired account of the his tory of the
giv ing of the first and sec ond angels’ mes sages.

The sec ond an gel’s mes sage of Rev e la tion 14 was first
preached in the sum mer of 1844, and it then had a more di -
rect ap pli ca tion to the churches of the United States, where
the warn ing of the judg ment had been most widely pro -
claimed and most gen er ally re jected, and where the
de clen sion in the churches had been most rapid. But the
mes sage of the sec ond an gel did not reach its com plete ful -
fill ment in 1844. The churches then ex pe ri enced a moral
fall, in con se quence of their re fusal of the light of the ad vent 
mes sage; but that fall was not com plete. As they have con -
tin ued to re ject the spe cial truths for this time they have
fallen lower and lower. Not yet, how ever, can it be said that
“Bab y lon is fallen,... be cause she made all na tions drink of
the wine of the wrath of her for ni ca tion.” She has not yet
made all na tions do this (The Great Con tro versy, p. 389).

Inter est ingly, here we see that although the churches did not 
fall as low as they could fall, they fell far enough to be out of
favor with God. Some may think that a church has to fall in
every respect to be rejected of God, but that is not true.

Those who re jected and op posed the light of the first an -
gel’s mes sage, lost the light of the sec ond, and could not be
bene fited by the power and glory which at tended the mes -
sage, “Be hold, the Bride groom com eth.” Je sus turned from
them with a frown; for they had slighted and re jected Him
(Early Writ ings, p. 249).

We usu ally pic ture Jesus as sweet, lov ing, and kind, and he
is, but notice that he can frown and dis ap prove when we reject
the mes sage sent by him.

In the sum mer of 1844, the par a ble of the ten vir gins con -
tain ing the mid night cry was con sid ered pres ent truth:
“Behold, the bride groom com eth; go ye out to meet him (Mat -
thew 25:6).” The churches that had rejected the first angel’s
mes sage were con sid ered to be fallen. In fact, Ellen White
declares that Jesus turned his face from these churches that
despised his com ing.

Very many raised their voices to cry, “Be hold, the Bride -
groom com eth!” and left their breth ren who did not love the
ap pear ing of Je sus, and who would not suf fer them to dwell
upon His sec ond com ing. I saw Je sus turn His face from
those who re jected and de spised His com ing, and then He
bade an gels lead His peo ple out from among the un clean,
lest they should be de filed. Those who were obe di ent to the
mes sage stood out free and united. A holy light shone upon
them. They re nounced the world, sac ri ficed their earthly in -
ter ests, gave up their earthly trea sures, and di rected their
anx ious gaze to heaven (Ibid., pp. 249, 250).

Jesus sent angels to those who accepted the first angel’s
mes sage as they with drew from those churches that did not
accept the mes sage. These believ ers then pro claimed the sec -
ond angel’s mes sage. The mes sage that your church has fallen
might not seem like the kind of heart-warm ing mes sage that
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would attract peo ple, but inter est ingly, this is exactly what
hap pened.

In ev ery part of the land, light was given upon the sec ond
an gel’s mes sage, and the cry melted the hearts of thou -
sands. It went from city to city, and from vil lage to vil lage,
un til the wait ing peo ple of God were fully aroused. In many
churches the mes sage was not per mit ted to be given, and a
large com pany who had the liv ing tes ti mony left these
fallen churches. A mighty work was ac com plished by the
mid night cry. The mes sage was heart-search ing, lead ing
the be liev ers to seek a liv ing ex pe ri ence for them selves.
They knew that they could not lean upon one an other (Ibid., 
p. 238).

We might won der how such a mes sage could have this kind
of effect upon the hearts of the peo ple. As the sec ond angel’s
mes sage was pro claimed, it was given with the first angel’s
mes sage, and the gos pel warmed and melted hearts. When
believ ers really desire truth, it will be pre cious even if it means 
the church that they once loved is fallen. Know ing that you
now have the approval of Jesus in a way you did not have
before is won der ful.

The mes sage of the sec ond angel is to be repeated. In Rev e -
la tion 18, we hear another angel pro claim ing: 

And he cried might ily with a strong voice, say ing, Bab y -
lon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is be come the hab i ta tion
of dev ils, and the hold of ev ery foul spirit, and a cage of ev -
ery un clean and hate ful bird. For all na tions have drunk of
the wine of the wrath of her for ni ca tion, and the kings of the
earth have com mit ted for ni ca tion with her, and the mer -
chants of the earth are waxed rich through the abun dance of
her del i ca cies (Rev e la tion 18:2, 3).

 Thus the sub stance of the sec ond an gel’s mes sage is
again given to the world by that other an gel who light ens
the earth with his glory. These mes sages all blend in one, to
come be fore the peo ple in the clos ing days of this earth’s
his tory. All the world will be tested, and all that have been
in the dark ness of er ror in re gard to the Sab bath of the fourth 
com mand ment will un der stand the last mes sage of mercy
that is to be given to men (Manu script Re leases, no. 17, p.
23).

When Je sus be gan his pub lic min is try, he cleansed the
tem ple from its sac ri le gious pro fa na tion. Among the last
acts of his min is try was the sec ond cleans ing of the tem ple.
So in the last work for the warn ing of the world, two dis tinct
calls are made to the churches. The sec ond an gel’s mes sage 
is, “Bab y lon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, be cause she
made all na tions drink of the wine of the wrath of her for ni -
ca tion.” And in the loud cry of the third an gel’s mes sage a
voice is heard from heaven say ing, “Come out of her, my
peo ple, that ye be not par tak ers of her sins, and that ye re -
ceive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto
heaven, and God hath re mem bered her in iq ui ties (The Re -
view and Her ald, De cem ber 6, 1892).

The pur pose of the first angel’s mes sage was to sep a rate the
Chris tian from the world, and yet many chose the world over
Jesus.

 It was to sep a rate the church of Christ from the cor rupt -
ing in flu ence of the world that the first an gel’s mes sage was
given. But with the mul ti tude, even of pro fessed Chris tians, 
the ties which bound them to earth were stron ger than the
at trac tions heav en ward. They chose to lis ten to the voice of
worldly wis dom, and turned away from the heart-search ing 
mes sage of truth (Spirit of Proph ecy, vol. 4, p. 231).

Beloved, when we say that Bab y lon is not fallen, we are
reject ing the sec ond angel’s mes sage and declar ing that we
know more about the mat ter than God.

More on Ancient Babylon

Con cern ing ancient Bab y lon, God used Bab y lon and spe cif i -
cally King Nebuchadnezzar as an instru ment of chas tise ment,
but there came a time when God said that Bab y lon had
exceeded her author ity, and judg ment was set against her. God 
instructed Isa iah to set a watch man:

Pre pare the ta ble, watch in the watch tower, eat, drink:
arise, ye princes, and anoint the shield. For thus hath the
Lord said unto me, Go, set a watch man, let him de clare
what he seeth. And he saw a char iot with a cou ple of horse -
men, a char iot of asses, and a char iot of cam els; and he
hear kened dil i gently with much heed: And he cried, A lion:
My lord, I stand con tin u ally upon the watch tower in the
day time, and I am set in my ward whole nights: And, be -
hold, here com eth a char iot of men, with a cou ple of
horse men. And he an swered and said, Bab y lon is fallen, is
fallen; and all the graven im ages of her gods he hath bro ken 
unto the ground (Isa iah 21:5-9).

The two horse men rep re sented Media-Per sia. Bab y lon is
said to be fallen, and all its images are bro ken to the ground. Of 
course, mys tic Bab y lon has idols too. Com ing out of Bab y lon
includes get ting rid of all of our idols. Last year I was in the
Vat i can. One can see idols every where there, but you do not
have to go to Rome or even to Sil ver Spring, Mary land, where
there is an idol called “the church” to find idols to wor ship.
God tells us that he is going to break all these idols and cast
them to the ground. Jer e miah notes:

Bab y lon hath been a golden cup in the LORD’S hand, that
made all the earth drunken: the na tions have drunken of her
wine; there fore the na tions are mad. Bab y lon is sud denly
fallen and de stroyed: howl for her; take balm for her pain, if
so be she may be healed. We would have healed Bab y lon,
but she is not healed: for sake her, and let us go ev ery one
into his own coun try: for her judg ment reacheth unto
heaven, and is lifted up even to the skies (Jer e miah 51:7-9).

Babylon the Great and her Daughters

God would have healed Bab y lon if she had sub mit ted to him,
and he would have used the Prot es tants at 1844 and there af ter
if he could have, but they would not sub mit to his ways. Their
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lack of faith and rebel lion dis qual i fied them to do God’s work. 
In Rev e la tion 17:1-6, we find why God’s judg ment falls upon
mys ti cal Bab y lon:

And there came one of the seven an gels which had the
seven vi als, and talked with me, say ing unto me, Come
hither; I will shew unto thee the judg ment of the great
whore that sitteth upon many wa ters: With whom the kings
of the earth have com mit ted for ni ca tion, and the in hab it ants 
of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her for -
ni ca tion. So he car ried me away in the spirit into the
wil der ness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scar let col oured
beast, full of names of blas phemy, hav ing seven heads and
ten horns. And the woman was ar rayed in pur ple and scar let 
col our, and decked with gold and pre cious stones and
pearls, hav ing a golden cup in her hand full of abom i na tions 
and filth i ness of her for ni ca tion: And upon her fore head
was a name writ ten, MYS TERY, BAB Y LON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR LOTS AND ABOM I -
NA TIONS OF THE EARTH. And I saw the woman
drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of
the mar tyrs of Je sus: and when I saw her, I won dered with
great ad mi ra tion.

This Bab y lon is not alone. She has daugh ters. Bab y lon is
men tioned in Rev e la tion 14, 16, 17, and 18. In the spe cific
con text of Rev e la tion 14:8, the sec ond angel’s mes sage, we
find this appli ca tion given by the Spirit of Proph ecy:

The term Bab y lon, de rived from Ba bel, and sig ni fy ing
con fu sion, is ap plied in Scrip ture to the var i ous forms of
false or apos tate re li gion. But the mes sage an nounc ing the
fall of Bab y lon must ap ply to some re li gious body that was
once pure, and has be come cor rupt. It can not be the Romish
Church which is here meant; for that church has been in a
fallen con di tion for many cen tu ries. But how ap pro pri ate
the fig ure as ap plied to the Protestant churches, all pro -
fess ing to de rive their doc trines from the Bi ble, yet di vided
into al most in nu mer a ble sects (Spirit of Proph ecy, vol. 4,
pp. 232, 233).

In Rev e la tion 17, how ever, we now have a dif fer ent appli -
ca tion to Bab y lon, for here she is called the mother of har lots.

In Rev e la tion 17, Bab y lon is rep re sented as a woman, a
fig ure which is used in the Scrip tures as the sym bol of a
church. A vir tu ous woman rep re sents a pure church, a vile
woman an apos tate church. Bab y lon is said to be a har lot;
and the prophet be held her drunken with the blood of saints
and mar tyrs. The Bab y lon thus de scribed rep re sents Rome,
that apos tate church which has so cru elly per se cuted the
fol low ers of Christ. But Bab y lon the har lot is the mother of
daugh ters who fol low her ex am ple of cor rup tion. Thus are
rep re sented those churches that cling to the doc trines and
tra di tions of Rome and fol low her worldly prac tices, and
whose fall is an nounced in the sec ond an gel's mes sage
(Ibid., p. 233).

 Bab y lon is said to be “the mother of har lots.” By her
daugh ters must be sym bol ized churches that cling to her
doc trines and tra di tions, and fol low her ex am ple of sac ri -
fic ing the truth and the ap proval of God, in or der to form
an un law ful al li ance with the world (The Great Con tro -
versy, pp. 382, 383).

Remem ber that when a har lot has a child it takes the name
of the mother, for there is no father pres ent. What name can the 
daugh ters of Bab y lon have? Bab y lon!

What were the churches tested upon in the sum mer of
1844? Remem ber, “The churches then expe ri enced a moral
fall, in con se quence of their refusal of the light of the advent
mes sage (The Great Con tro versy, p. 389).”

The Sab bath mes sage had not been given. They were not
tested on the Sab bath, although the Sab bath is to be a great
test ing truth in the end of time. Nei ther was the truth about
God preached as many of the Advent preach ers such as Wil -
liam Miller were trin i tar i ans. The sanc tu ary doc trine of Jesus
in the most holy place was not under stood. In fact, one of the
key com po nents of the mes sage, the iden tity of the sanc tu ary,
was wrong. Were these churches tested on spir i tu al ism in the
form of the immor tal soul? No. While George Storrs began to
preach the mor tal ity of the soul in 1841 and con vinced
Charles Fitch early in 1844 of this truth, there was still great
oppo si tion to the teach ing by Wil liam Miller, Josiah Litch,
and oth ers.

So, we see that many of the doc trines that we con sider to be
foun da tional and that make up pil lars of our faith today were
not test ing truths at that time. The churches, how ever, rejected
the mes sage about the sec ond com ing of Jesus and the mid -
night cry, and in that rejec tion of light God held them
account able! Even though they did not fall to the low est state,
they were rejected based upon the light that they had received.
Notice the prin ci ple. They rejected advanc ing light because
they did not have a love for the truth, and, there fore, they were
rejected.

So when men now de spise the warn ings which God in
mercy sends them, his Spirit af ter a time ceases to arouse
con vic tion in their hearts. God gives light to be cher ished
and obeyed, not to be de spised and re jected. The light
which he sends be comes dark ness to those who dis re gard it. 
When the Spirit of God ceases to im press the truth upon the
hearts of men, all hear ing is vain, and all preach ing also is
vain.

When the churches spurned the coun sel of God by re ject -
ing the Ad vent mes sage, the Lord re jected them. (Spirit of
Proph ecy, vol. 4, p. 233).

Again, were they tested on the Sab bath or the sanc tu ary?
No, and we have so much more light today. Can we be held
less account able? Of course not. A proper atti tude to the truth
is imper a tive if we wish to main tain the favor of God.

Even him, whose com ing is af ter the work ing of Sa tan
with all power and signs and ly ing won ders, And with all
deceivableness of un righ teous ness in them that per ish; be -
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cause they re ceived not the love of the truth, that they might
be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong de -
lu sion, that they should be lieve a lie: That they all might be
damned who be lieved not the truth, but had plea sure in un -
righ teous ness (2 Thessalonians 2:9-12).

The issue to us should not be if we will obey the truth but
sim ply what is the truth that we are to obey. God is a God of
truth (Deu ter on omy 32:4) and Jesus is the truth (John 14:6). If
we love the truth we will be safe, for he will guide us into all
truth, but if we do not love the truth and react prop erly to it, we
will be lost. A good  ther mom e ter  to gauge our spir i tual tem -
per a ture with God is our atti tude towards the truth. If we love
God, we will love the truth, and if we real ize that we do not
love truth, it is because we do not truly love God.

The First Call to Come Out of Babylon

Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy
coun try, and from thy kin dred, and from thy fa ther’s house,
unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will make of thee a
great na tion, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great;
and thou shalt be a bless ing: And I will bless them that bless
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all
fam i lies of the earth be blessed. So Abram de parted, as the
LORD had spo ken unto him; and Lot went with him: and
Abram was sev enty and five years old when he de parted out 
of Haran (Gen e sis 12:1-4).

This is the first call in the Bible to come out of Bab y lon.
Abra ham did not have a map of the prom ised land nor a GPS
receiver to guide him. He had no reports of a good land ahead,
but, by faith based in the word of God, he departed. He left Ur
of the Chaldees in the land of Shinar. Did Abra ham say, “I
think I will wait until the Sunday law comes, or wait until the
church starts keep ing Sunday full-time before I leave”? No,
he left on the com mand of God.

In this call, there were three dis tinct parts. Abra ham was to
leave his coun try, his kin dred, and his father’s house. While
we  may not leave our coun try, we are not to be a part of the
polit i cal sphere of our coun try. It is time for God’s peo ple to
dis solve the 501-c3 cor po ra tions and quit ask ing for and
accept ing favors from the gov ern ment. We are to even leave
our church fam i lies (broth ers and sis ters — kin dred) behind if
they refuse to advance in truth. Finally, Abra ham had to leave
his father’s house or his imme di ate fam ily. It was not until
Abra ham had made this sep a ra tion that God showed him the
prom ised land. Abra ham left Ur, then Terah his father died,
and then because of the strife between the herds men of Lot
and the herds men of Abra ham, Lot left for the Jor dan Val ley.
After that we read:

And the LORD said unto Abram, af ter that Lot was sep a -
rated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the
place where thou art north ward, and south ward, and east -
ward, and west ward: For all the land which thou seest, to
thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever (Gen e sis
13:14, 15).

Beloved, Abra ham could not receive the prom ise until he
was all the way out, and nei ther will we receive the prom ise
unless we are will ing to come all the way out of all of Bab y lon. 
We are not given the option of just com ing out part of the way;
we are to come fully out of Bab y lon. “Those who are truly
sanc ti fied will rev er ence and obey the Word of God as fast as
it is opened to them, and they will express a strong desire to
know what is truth on every point of doc trine (Faith and
Works, p. 121).”

Why Does God Call his People Out?

God is a holy God, and if we are to be in his pres ence for ever,
we must be a holy peo ple. He wants us to be holy like he is:
“But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all
man ner of con ver sa tion; Because it is writ ten, Be ye holy; for I 
am holy (1 Peter 1:15, 16).” God is holy, and he desires those
made in his image (Gen e sis 1:26) to be holy. Beloved, we can -
not be in the pig pen and stay clean.

God’s desire for his peo ple is stated in Num bers 23:9: “For
from the top of the rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold
him: lo, the peo ple shall dwell alone, and shall not be reck oned 
among the nations.” God does not change (Malachi 3:6), and
he still wants a holy, sep a rate peo ple unto him self.

Be ye not un equally yoked to gether with un be liev ers: for 
what fel low ship hath righ teous ness with un righ teous ness?
and what com mu nion hath light with dark ness? And what
con cord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that
be liev eth with an in fi del? And what agree ment hath the
tem ple of God with idols? for ye are the tem ple of the liv ing
God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in
them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my peo ple.
Where fore come out from among them, and be ye sep a rate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the un clean thing; and I will re -
ceive you, And will be a Fa ther unto you, and ye shall be my
sons and daugh ters, saith the Lord Al mighty (2 Co rin thi ans
6:14-18).

God wants to dwell with a holy and clean peo ple. If they do
not come away from Bab y lon, they will become like Bab y lon
because that is what they are behold ing (2 Corin thi ans 3:18).
Sadly, the pro fessed state of the church today is one of wick -
ed ness. Paul states:

This know also, that in the last days per il ous times shall
come. For men shall be lov ers of their own selves, cov et -
ous, boast ers, proud, blas phem ers, dis obe di ent to par ents,
un thank ful ,  un holy,  With out nat  u ral  af fec t ion,
trucebreakers, false ac cus ers, in con ti nent, fierce, despisers
of those that are good, Trai tors, heady, highminded, lov ers
of plea sures more than lov ers of God (2 Tim o thy 3:1-4).

While this might sound like a list of the sins of the inhab it -
ants of New York, San Fran cisco, or Las Vegas, Paul is not
speak ing about  the world but, as we see in verse 5, of the pro -
fessed peo ple of God. “Hav ing a form of god li ness, but
deny ing the power thereof: from such turn away (verse 5).”
They are the pro fessed peo ple of God, and, as in the coun sel to
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the Corin thi ans, the com mand is to turn away from them and
to dis as so ci ate from the world.

Let us be care ful in this to not leave our wit ness behind. We
are to let our light shine in the world that the world might
receive the gos pel. We are not to treat the world nor a worldly
church as some thing that has a con tam i nat ing plague that can
never be touched with out defile ment. We are in the world but
are not to be of the world. We must bal ance wit ness and asso -
ci a tion. We do not wor ship in Cath o lic churches so we can
wit ness to the peo ple; instead, we find other ways to share our
faith with them on the streets, in their homes, etc. Nei ther do
we go to strip joints and houses of pros ti tu tion to save the
hook ers. There are better ways that God accepts. There are
times that God sends men to places for a spe cial wit ness such
as when Paul vis ited the synogogues, yet this is not the nor mal
pat tern. We have this coun sel to help us: “God is dis pleased
with us when we go to lis ten to error, with out being obliged to
go; for unless He sends us to those meet ings where error is
forced home to the peo ple by the power of the will, He will not
keep us (Early Writ ings, pp. 124, 125).”

All are Responsible for Themselves

God has a gos pel order. He works through lead ers and that is
right, but his tor i cally the lead ers of God’s peo ple have been
the ones who have led the peo ple into sin.

For the lead ers of this peo ple cause them to err; and they
that are led of them are de stroyed (Isa iah 9:16).

 My peo ple hath been lost sheep: their shep herds have
caused them to go astray (Jer e miah 50:6).

While the lead ers may be behind the apos tasy, the indi vid -
ual per son will still have to stand on his or her own and accept
respon si bil ity. God is sound ing a warn ing in the sec ond and
fourth angels’ mes sages, and if we fail to lis ten, we can not
blame pas tors or lead ers for our down fall. “Though Noah,
Dan iel, and Job, were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they
shall deliver nei ther son nor daugh ter; they shall but deliver
their own souls by their righ teous ness (Ezekiel 14:20).”

Limited Knowledge is not Enough

 As the worker stud ies the life of Christ, and the char ac ter of
His mis sion is dwelt upon, each fresh search will re veal
some thing more deeply in ter est ing than has yet been un -
folded. The sub ject is in ex haust ible. The study of the
in car na tion of Christ, His aton ing sac ri fice and mediatorial
work, will em ploy the mind of the dil i gent stu dent as long
as time shall last; and look ing to heaven with its un num -
bered years, he will ex claim, “Great is the mys tery of
god li ness!” (1 Tim o thy 3:16.) 

We talk about the first an gel’s mes sage and the sec ond
an gel’s mes sage, and we think we have some un der stand ing 
of the third an gel’s mes sage. But as long as we are con tent
with a lim ited knowl edge, we shall be dis qual i fied to ob tain
clearer views of truth (Gos pel Work ers,  p. 251).

While knowl edge will not of itself save us, we will not be
saved with out some knowl edge. “My peo ple are destroyed for 
lack of knowl edge (Hosea 4:6).” It is through a knowl edge of
God and the prom ises of his word that we become a par taker
of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:2, 3). As one care fully stud ies
the three angels’ mes sages, it becomes appar ent that they are
really about God and his char ac ter.

All of these mes sages are still impor tant today. In fact, we
have been told there is no third angel’s mes sage with out the
first and sec ond.

The first and sec ond mes sages were given in 1843 and
1844, and we are now un der the proc la ma tion of the third;
but all three of the mes sages are still to be pro claimed. It is
just as es sen tial now as ever be fore that they shall be re -
peated to those who are seek ing for the truth. By pen and
voice we are to sound the proc la ma tion, show ing their or -
der, and the ap pli ca tion of the proph e cies that bring us to the 
third an gel’s mes sage. There can not be a third with out the
first and sec ond (Se lected Mes sages, bk. 2, pp. 104, 105).

The proc la ma tion of these mes sages is the most sol emn
work ever given to mor tals: “The most sol emn, sacred work
ever given to mor tals is the proc la ma tion of the first, sec ond,
and third angels’ mes sages to our world (Coun sels on Diet and 
Foods, p. 76).”

How Do We Relate to the SDA Church and
the Second Angel’s Message?

Today there is much con fu sion about how the Sev enth-day
Adven tist Church fits into the pic ture of Bab y lon. Is it still
God’s church? Is it apos tate? Is it in apos tasy? Let us begin by
not ing a les son from the Bible.

Jer e miah had given a proph ecy that was con sid ered of great 
value to the Jews. He wrote:

Thus saith the LORD, which giv eth the sun for a light by
day, and the or di nances of the moon and of the stars for a
light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves
thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name: If those or di -
nances de part from be fore me, saith the LORD, then the seed 
of Is rael also shall cease from be ing a na tion be fore me for
ever. Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be mea -
sured, and the foun da tions of the earth searched out
be neath, I will also cast off all the seed of Is rael for all that
they have done, saith the LORD (Jer e miah 31:35-37).

This seemed to the Jews pretty fool proof! As long as the sun 
was ris ing and set ting, the moon was going through its phases,
and the tides were com ing in and out, Israel would be a nation
for ever before God. Every day the sun rose and the tides
ascended and fell, the proud Jew could boast in his heart that
he was the favor ite of heaven.

The Jew ish peo ple cher ished the idea that they were the
fa vor ites of heaven [do Ad ven tists think this way also], and
that they were al ways to be ex alted as the church of God.
They were the chil dren of Abra ham, they de clared, and so
firm did the foun da tion of their pros per ity seem to them that
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they de fied earth and heaven to dis pos sess them of their
rights. But by lives of un faith ful ness they were pre par ing
for the con dem na tion of heaven and for sep a ra tion from
God (Christ’s Ob ject Les sons, p. 294).

When Jesus left the tem ple for the last time and said,
“Behold, your house [not my Father’s house any more] is left
unto you des o late (Mat thew 23:38),” you can be sure that the
rab bis and priests were there to quote Jer e miah 31 and declare
that Jesus was an impos ter and a fraud, for he had bro ken
God’s word. But there were two things that the Jews missed.
One was within the proph ecy of Jer e miah 31. The prom ise of
verses 35-37 was to a peo ple in whose heart his law was writ -
ten (verse 33). If God’s law had been writ ten in their hearts,
they would never have lost favor with God, and they would
never have killed the Son of God because they would have had 
the com mand ment in their hearts that said “Thou shalt not kill
(Exo dus 20:13).” The Jews also failed to remem ber the words
of another proph ecy, found in Dan iel 9:24: “Sev enty weeks
are deter mined upon thy peo ple.” While it may have appeared
on the sur face that the Jews were prom ised the king dom no
mat ter what tran spired, the truth is they were account able to
truth. There is a les son in all this for Adventism.

Christ would have averted the doom of the Jew ish na tion
if the peo ple had re ceived Him. But envy and jeal ousy
made them im pla ca ble. They de ter mined that they would
not re ceive Je sus of Naz a reth as the Mes siah. They re jected
the Light of the world, and thence forth their lives were sur -
rounded with dark ness as the dark ness of mid night. The
doom fore told came upon the Jew ish na tion. Their own
fierce pas sions, un con trolled, wrought their ruin. In their
blind rage they de stroyed one an other. Their re bel lious,
stub born pride brought upon them the wrath of their Ro man 
con quer ors. Je ru sa lem was de stroyed, the tem ple laid in ru -
ins, and its site plowed like a field. The chil dren of Ju dah
per ished by the most hor ri ble forms of death. Mil lions were
sold, to serve as bondmen in hea then lands.

     As a peo ple the Jews had failed of ful fill ing God’s pur -
pose, and the vine yard was taken from them. The priv i leges
they had abused, the work they had slighted, was en trusted
to oth ers.

The par a ble of the vine yard ap plies not alone to the
Jew ish na tion. It has a les son for us. The church in this
gen er a tion has been en dowed by God with great priv i leges
and bless ings, and He ex pects cor re spond ing re turns
(Christ’s Ob ject Les sons, pp. 295, 296).

Con cern ing our study of the tes ti mo nies, we have been
given this sim ple but effec tive rule of inter pre ta tion: “Regard -
ing the tes ti mo nies, noth ing is ignored; noth ing is cast aside;
but time and place must be con sid ered (Selected Mes sages,
bk. 1, p. 57).” So, to prop erly under stand the tes ti mo nies we
may have to know when it was writ ten and the con di tions
around its writ ing. With this in mind, let us notice some state -
ments that con demn call ing the Sev enth-day Adven tist
Church Bab y lon or a part of Bab y lon. 

To claim that the Sev enth-day Ad ven tist Church is Bab y -
lon, is to make the same claim as does Sa tan, who is an
ac cuser of the breth ren, who ac cuses them be fore God night 
and day. By this mis us ing of the Tes ti mo nies, souls are
placed in per plex ity, be cause they can not un der stand the re -
la tion of the Tes ti mo nies to such a po si tion as is taken by
those in er ror; for God in tended that the Tes ti mo nies should
al ways have a set ting in the frame work of truth  (Tes ti mo -
nies to Min is ters and Gos pel Work ers, pp. 42, 43; first
pub lished in The Re view and Her ald, Au gust 29, 1893).

 My brother, if you are teach ing that the Sev enth-day Ad -
ven tist Church is Bab y lon, you are wrong, God has not
given you any such mes sage to bear. Sa tan will use ev ery
mind to which he can at tain ac cess, in spir ing men to orig i -
nate false the o ries or go off on some wrong tan gent, that he
may cre ate a false ex cite ment, and thus di vert souls from
the true is sue for this time (Ibid., p. 59, writ ten from New
Zea land and first pub lished in The Re view and Her ald, Sep -
tem ber 12, 1893).

At the time of this tes ti mony, there were some breth ren in
Aus tra lia who were declar ing that the church was Bab y lon.
Did they have a basis for say ing such a thing at that time? No!
In fact, not many months ear lier Ellen White had writ ten:

Let ev ery one who claims to be lieve that the Lord is soon
com ing, search the Scrip tures as never be fore; for Sa tan is
de ter mined to try ev ery de vice pos si ble to keep souls in
dark ness, and blind the mind to the per ils of the times in
which we are liv ing. Let ev ery be liever take up his Bi ble
with ear nest prayer, that he may be en light ened by the holy
Spirit as to what is truth, that he may know more of God and
of Je sus Christ whom he has sent. Search for the truth as for
hid den trea sures, and dis ap point the en emy. The time of test
is just upon us, for the loud cry of the third an gel has al -
ready be gun in the rev e la tion of the righ teous ness of Christ, 
the sin-par don ing Re deemer. This is the be gin ning of the
light of the an gel whose glory shall fill the whole earth. For
it is the work of ev ery one to whom the mes sage of warn ing
has come, to lift up Je sus, to pres ent him to the world as re -
vealed in types, as shad owed in sym bols, as man i fested in
the rev e la tions of the proph ets, as un veiled in the les sons
given to his dis ci ples and in the won der ful mir a cles
wrought for the sons of men. Search the Scrip tures; for they
are they that tes tify of him (The Re view and Her ald, No -
vem ber 22, 1892).

At the time some were pro claim ing the church to be Bab y -
lon, the Spirit of Proph ecy said that God was pour ing out his
Spirit upon the church and that the loud cry was begin ning to
sound. There is no way that such a church could be Bab y lon,
but that was almost 117 years ago. Nobody believes it will
take 117 years for the loud cry to do its work. Some thing hap -
pened to shut the loud cry off.

The ques tions that we must deal with are how does God
look upon the “church” today and have time and place
changed?
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Fun da men tal to the issue is an under stand ing of the church.
First Tim o thy 3:15 declares that “the church of the liv ing God, 
[is] the pil lar and ground of the truth.” If fun da men tal truth is
lack ing, no orga ni za tion can truly be the church of the liv ing
God.

God has a church. It is not the great ca the dral, nei ther is it
the na tional es tab lish ment, nei ther is it the var i ous de nom i -
na tions; it is the peo ple who love God and keep His
com mand ments. “Where two or three are gath ered to gether
in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Mat thew
18:20). Where Christ is even among the hum ble few, this is
Christ’s church, for the pres ence of the High and Holy One
who inhabiteth eter nity can alone con sti tute a church (The
Up ward Look, p. 315).

From the be gin ning, faith ful souls have con sti tuted the
church on earth (The Acts of the Apos tles, p. 11).

Will the church who love God and keep his com mand ments
accept the cen tral doc trine of Cath o lic faith (the trin ity)? Will
faith ful souls throw away the sanc tu ary doc trine and the final
atone ment for an evan gel i cal mess of no-sanc ti fi ca tion-pot -
tage? Will the pil lar and ground of truth deny the one who is
the way and the truth and the life? Hardly! The true rem nant
keep the com mand ments of God and have the tes ti mony of
Jesus Christ (Rev e la tion 12:17). They will be a peo ple within
whose heart God’s law is enshrined. The prom ises of Jer e miah 
were and are true for a peo ple wherein whose heart God’s law
dwells. They will never be dis posed from being his peo ple.
This would have been true for Juda ism and is true for
Adventism today, but there has been a highjacking of the
move ment.

If I go to a town and see a bar with the name “Par a dise”
above it, does that make the alco holic estab lish ment a par a -
dise? If I see a Cath o lic church with the sign “True Church of
God,” does that make it so? If I go to an Adven tist church and
see the title “Rem nant” over it, does that make it so? Of course
not. The name or pro fes sion means noth ing with out the life.

Now, let us go back to a basic point. The churches that fell
from the favor of God in 1844 did not fall as far as they could
have nor did they even have the Sab bath test given to them.

In Ezekiel chap ter 8, there are four abom i na tions listed that
God saw among his peo ple. This is clearly a vision for the last
days and the last of the four abom i na tions that Ezekiel records
is the lead ers of God’s peo ple with their backs to the tem ple
and their faces to the east, wor ship ing the sun. There are two
wicked things here. The wor ship of the sun is bad, indeed, but
they have their backs to the tem ple, to the sanc tu ary mes sage,
sanc ti fi ca tion, and the final atone ment.

Who will have the most required of them? Of course, the
one who has been entrusted with the most. The greater the
knowl edge given, the more that will be expected. If God, in
1844, could take the nom i nal churches that had never had the
light of the Sab bath nor of the sanc tu ary and reject them, what
will he do with a peo ple who have had the light that we have
had?

Today there are Sunday sun rise ser vices in Adventism, cel -
e bra tion ser vices, ecu men i cal ser vices with other churches, a
dis re gard for the sanc tu ary mes sage, low to no stan dards in
dress and health reform, and a host of other issues that space
for bids speak ing of now. The state ment on the sanc tu ary in
our cur rent fun da men tal prin ci ples has been writ ten almost
ver ba tim to match the lan guage of the the ol ogy in Ques tions
on Doc trine. We have denied the only true God and his Son.
We have lightly regarded his Sab bath. Neurolinguistic pro -
gram ming and spir i tu al ism have entered into the church. How
much more must hap pen before God apol o gizes to the fallen
churches of 1844 for his rejec tion of them while accept ing
Adventism which has had so much greater light? Beloved, let
us not be deluded or hyp no tized.

Before we can teach oth ers to come out of Bab y lon we must
come out of Bab y lon in all her forms. The teach ing that Bab y -
lon is fallen and to come out has never been, nor ever will be, a
pop u lar mes sage. If we, by God’s grace, have seen the bril liant
light of the first angel’s mes sage, we will not hold our peace to
any who are in dan ger of per ish ing with Bab y lon. ?
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Up date from Ven e zuela
My fam ily sends you many greet ings and our broth erly love.
We report that, slowly but surely, peo ple with great con vic tion 
and faith have been added to the group “El manzano” in
Barquisimeto. Attend ing reg u larly are ten to twelve peo ple,
includ ing my fam ily. The mis sion ary work has also increased. 
About seven Adven tists in two houses have asked us to study
these issues with them. We also sup port three broth ers in a vil -
lage called “la Trin i dad,” and we are also invited to the city of
Guarenas. Brother Rich ard coor di nates the broth ers in the cit -
ies of Cara cas, Guarenas, and Los Teques. I think the Lord is
pre par ing us for some thing won der ful. Since your meet ings in 
Feb ru ary at Hotel Bonyfran, there has been a lot of oppo si tion, 
but it has also served as pub lic ity to this mes sage.

I am pray ing that the Lord con tin ues to bless you and us all
to vic tory. Your brother,

Nel son Villalobos

REMEMBER THIS . . . 

If you with some one’s needs would share,
Remem ber first, his shoes to wear.

For our thoughts, pre con ceived and blind,
Though meant so well, can be unkind.

The proofs we hold as facts so plain,
May be opin ions that we claim.

Look through his eyes—feel with his soul.
Then go—and make his spirit whole!

Edith S. Witmer



Youths’ Cor ner — Lewis John son
Do you think it would be fun to be a mis sion ary? Our story
this month is about two mis sion ar ies, and maybe the story
will help you decide if it is fun to be a mis sion ary.

The first per son in our story is Lewis John son. He was
born in 1851 on a lit tle island in the coun try of Den mark, and
when he was 19 years old he and his wife immi grated to the
United States. They spoke Dan ish and very lit tle Eng lish,
and they set tled on a small farm in West Dayton, Iowa,
among eight other Dan ish fam i lies. They lived there for five
years before they met their first Sev enth-day Adven tist,
Elder J. F. Hanson, the sec ond per son in our story.

Lewis John son and his wife were Meth od ists, and he was
the super in ten dent of the Sunday School at the church he and
his wife attended. Lewis invited J. F. Hanson to
come to his church and give a small talk at their
Sunday School, which he did, and when the ser -
vices were over, Lewis said to Elder Hanson, “We
have heard you keep Sat ur day for Sunday, and we
would like to know the rea sons for such an odd
cus tom, even though we think it is fool ish.” Do
you know what Elder Hanson said?! “I will be
happy to do this! I will come next Tues day and
explain it to you.” He came the next Tues day, and
can you guess what he talked about? He spoke on
Eccle si as tes 12:13, 14, which says “Let us hear the con clu -
sion of the whole mat ter: Fear God, and keep his
com mand ments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God
shall bring every work into judg ment, with every secret
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” Pas tor
Hanson empha sized the need to always walk in the fear of the 
Lord, but he also preached against the doc trine of the immor -
tal ity of man, stat ing that although the words “spirit” and
“soul” occur 1,700 times in the Bible, not once are they spo -
ken of as immor tal. His short ser mon caused quite a stir in the 
neigh bor hood; every one was talk ing about it.

Another meet ing was sched uled for the next Tues day eve -
ning, and between these two Tues days, Elder Hanson vis ited
the John son home and stressed to Lewis and his fam ily that
they should not fol low the cus toms of the world nor the com -
mand ments of man but should depend only upon God and his 
word. As Lewis lis tened, he found him self think ing, “This
man is right.”

We do not know upon what topic Elder Hanson preached
the sec ond Tues day eve ning, but before the third Tues day
night meet ing, the Meth od ist min is ter began tell ing his peo -
ple, “Elder Hanson has no right to be tell ing you these things.
Don’t lis ten to him. Send him away.” When Elder Hanson
arrived for the third meet ing, Lewis John son could see that he
looked tired and dis cour aged. Many peo ple had told Elder
Hanson that since every one in the town was already a Chris -
tian, he should not preach in their neigh bor hood. He should,

instead, go over seas and preach to peo ple who did not know
about Christ. Nev er the less, Elder Hanson came to the third
meet ing, unrolled a chart that he hung on the wall, and, after
prayer, began to preach. Do you know what he spoke upon this 
night? Not the Sab bath at first, but he preached on the seal of
God and the mark of the beast. Do you know where in the
Bible the mark of the beast is men tioned? Rev e la tion 14! It is
in the third angel’s mes sage! Elder Hanson was teach ing the
peo ple about the third angel’s mes sage! Some thing inside
Lewis again impressed him that this man was right! At the end
of his ser mon, Elder Hanson explained to the peo ple that the
law of God was per fect and unchange able and that the chil -
dren of God should keep the sev enth day holy. Then he asked

if any one was will ing to obey God? Can you guess
what hap pened next? To his Lewis’ own sur prise,
he stood up and said he wanted to keep the Sab bath 
holy, and his brother joined him! Now Elder
Hanson was all smiles. He was no lon ger dis cour -
aged. He had thought no one was lis ten ing to him
and that no one under stood what he was say ing or
even cared, but Lewis John son and his brother
were lis ten ing. Later on, both of their wives joined
them in making the same deci sion. This hap pened
around 1875 in the early years of the spread of

Adventism across the United States.

Lewis John son, and oth ers, asked Elder Hanson to bap tize
them, but Lewis was a lit tle unsure because one of the rumors 
about Adven tists that was cir cu lat ing in his home town con -
cerned how Adven tists bap tized peo ple. It was said they put
all the bap tis mal can di dates into a large lum ber wagon,
backed it into the river, and threw every one from the wagon
into the river at the same time, and the one who crawled to
shore first was the best Adven tist. This is what peo ple were
say ing about Adven tists, but Elder Hanson said, “No, no,
Brother Lewis, that is not how we bap tize.” Then he
explained to Lewis what he could expect. Lewis real ized this
was just another way Satan was try ing to stop the work of
God in West Dayton, Iowa, and he would not let Satan pre -
vent him from being bap tized.

Now Lewis was on fire for the Lord, just like Elder
Hanson was. Lewis went from town to town all around his
home area and talked to the peo ple about God. He went to his
first camp meet ing and met Elder James White, Sis ter Ellen
White, Elder George But ler, and oth ers and lis tened to them
preach. He attended his first con fer ence work ers’ meet ing
and heard Elders D. M. Canright and E. W. Farnsworth
preach, and when he was asked to be a min is ter, and he said,
“Yes!”

Do you remem ber at the begin ning of this story we asked
if you thought being a mis sion ary min is ter would be fun? Let 
me tell you some of the things that hap pened to Elder Lewis
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John son as he preached across the United States in the early
years as the Advent Movement began to spread west ward.
Elder John son preached in towns where there was not a sin -
gle Sev enth-day Adven tist. He was the only one who
believed in the three angels’ mes sages, the sev enth-day Sab -
bath, and the min is tra tion of Jesus in the most holy place of
the heav enly sanc tu ary, and he began to get dis cour aged, just
like Elder Hanson had been! One time he wrote home to his
wife and said, “I think I will buy a big mir ror and I will put
this mir ror up in my meet ings so at least I can see one per son
who believes in the three angels’ mes sages.” Do you know
who that one per son would have been? It would have been
him self, look ing in the mir ror, to help give him cour age. Of
course, I do not think he did that, but that is how he felt. God
went with him, how ever, and as he went lit tle groups of
believ ers were estab lished. Of course, when lit tle groups
were started, the new believ ers would want to be bap tized,
and if it was win ter, there would be ice on the rivers. Some -
times the ice was twelve inches deep and some times it was
two feet deep and took hours to cut through, but the peo ple
still wanted to be bap tized. Now, do you think it would be fun 
to go into the river through a hole cut in the ice and stay in the
river to bap tize not just one per son, but maybe two, three, or
even more peo ple? Well, this is part of the “fun” Elder John -
son expe ri enced as he went on mis sion ary jour neys to spread
God’s word.

He attended other camp meet ings, and at one camp meet -
ing he was sched uled to speak when some strang ers came
into the camp. They said to Elder John son, “We know why
you know so much about the Bible. It is because this is your
sec ond life here on this earth, and maybe even your third!”
Elder John son said, “I am afraid you are mis taken. This is my 
only life. I am 29 years old, and I have never had another life
on this earth. I only have one birth cer tif i cate!” It turned out
that he was talk ing with some Lat ter Day Saints (Mor mons).

On another occa sion, he was invited by the Lutheran
Church to a debate, and he did not really want to go, but he
thought if he did not go and pres ent the truth of the Bible to
the peo ple, there was no one else who would or could go, so
he decided to go. Now, these Lutheran min is ters thought,
“There are three of us against him. He will get so scared that
he will leave town.” And Elder John son was a lit tle scared,
and he prayed, “Father, I really need your help. I won’t know
what to say to them when I get there.” Well, he lis tened to
these three Lutheran min is ters speak about the God head, the
immor tal ity of the soul, and the law of God, and what they
had to say was so weak and not grounded in the word of God,
that Elder John son began to feel a lit tle stron ger and began to
have a lit tle more cour age, and when they were fin ished
speak ing, he spoke up and explained what the Bible really
did say about those things. The peo ple who were lis ten ing to
the debate real ized Elder John son had much more to say
about what the Bible says on these three top ics than their pas -
tors did, and many peo ple started to attend Elder John son’s

meet ings and were bap tized into the Sev enth-day Adven tist
Church. Another lit tle group was started! Every where he
went, he shared God’s word. Even tu ally the Adven tist
Church sent him back to Den mark to preach and to be a
mis sion ary.

When he was older, he returned to Amer i ca from Den -
mark, and our story will close with one more expe ri ence in
the life of Elder John son. He was stay ing with a fam ily that
had teen age boys. Elder John son shared God’s word with the
fam ily and some of the boys, among other mem bers of the
fam ily, were bap tized. One day Elder John son wanted to visit 
another fam ily three miles away, and the father of the home
said to one of the teen age boys, “I want you to go with Elder
John son to make sure he knows the way. Stay with him and
bring him back safely.” Well, that was six miles round trip,
and this teen age boy thought, “I don’t want to walk along
with him for six whole miles. Pas tors are bor ing. They
preach too long and think boys should n’t have any fun.” His
father had asked him to go, how ever, and he did. As they
started walk ing, Elder John son said, “I noticed that you have
a cute dog. He is all white with a lit tle black spot on his nose,” 
and they started talking about his dog. Then Elder John son
said, “Your horse has such a pretty golden mane,” and they
started talking about his horse, and this teen age boy real ized
that Elder John son was kind of inter est ing. So inter est ing
that soon the boy was tell ing him about gophers and kingbird
nests, wild straw ber ries, and funny corn snipe tricks! They
talked all the way over and all the way back, and when they
arrived home, the boy walked in the front door and
announced to his fam ily, “I’m going to be a preacher, and I
don’t want any of you to laugh about it!” And that is just what 
he did. A gen er a tion or two after Elder John son began his
min is try, this man became a min is ter and worked for the
Lord in the foot steps of Elder John son, both in the United
States and in Scan di na via.

This story explains a lit tle about how the Advent Move -
ment spread in its for ma tive years. God blessed it! Ded i cated
men and women said they wanted to work for God, and they
spent their lives shar ing God’s word. That’s how we started
as an Adven tist group, and we need good work ers to fin ish
the work of God! Good work ers have car ried on up to this
point, but we need dedicated work ers to help bring it all to a
close so we can go home to heaven. I think of Isa iah 6 where
God asks, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us (v. 8)?” 
Do you know how Isa iah answered? “Here am I; send me
(v. 8).” Let’s fol low in the foot steps of Isa iah and say the
same thing! We will have a jour ney with God that will be
both reward ing and joy ous! It does not mat ter if you are
young or old; God has a work for you to do. It does not mat ter 
if you have just ded i cated your life to God or if you have been 
fol low ing him for a long time; God has a plan for you! God
will use you if you will just sur ren der your life to him!

Onycha Holt
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Speaker Mes sage Title DVD # or CD #

A. Stump
The First Angel’s Mes sage with a
health talk by Dr. Glenn Waite

CM 2009-01

A. Stump
The Sec ond Angel’s Mes sage with a
heath talk by Dr. Glenn Waite

CM 2009-02

A. Stump The Third Angel’s Message CM 2009-03

A. Stump
The Fourth Angel’s Mes sage with a
health talk by Dr. Glenn Waite

CM 2009-04

L. Beachy Fear God CM 2009-05

L. Beachy
Give Glory to God with a health talk by 
Dr. Glenn Waite

CM 2009-06

L. Beachy How to Wor ship God CM 2009-07

E. Alberto The Human Mind, Part 1 CM 2009-08

E. Alberto The Human Mind, Part 2 CM 2009-09

E. Alberto The Human Mind, Part 3 CM 2009-10

D. Sims
The Duty of the Con gre ga tion, Part 1
and Waldensian Report

CM 2009-11

D. Sims The Duty of the Con gre ga tion, Part 2 CM 2009-12

W. Van Grit
God the Father, Jesus his Son, and their 
Holy Spirit

CM 2009-13

W. Van Grit The Truth about Gen e sis 1:26 CM 2009-14

E. Cyrus Tidings CM 2009-15

R. Luna Marte We Are not of them that Draw Back CM 2009-16

T. & D. McCrillis Gar den Reli gion, Part 1 CM 2009-17

T. & D. McCrillis Gar den Reli gion, Part 2 CM 2009-18

Beachy & Stump Bible and Spirit of Prophecy Software
CM 2009-19; only in
DVD

E. Nailing Lib erty vs. Leviathan CM 2009-20

E. Alberto Nat u ral Rem e dies, Part 1 CM 2009-21

Glenn Waite Nat u ral Rem e dies, Part 2 CM 2009-22

D. Robertson And I Heard a Loud Voice CM 2009-23

Various Panel Health Discussion CM 2009-24

Entire Speaker List All the audio record ings on one MP3 CM 2009-MP3

The sug gested dona tion for each DVD is $6.00, $3.00 per audio CD, and $5.00 for
the sin gle mp3 disc. If you would like three more of the DVDs or CDs, then the
sug gested dona tion is $4.00/DVD and $2.00/CD.

2009 West Vir ginia Camp Meet ing Mes sages An Ex pe ri ence from
France

Recently at church we had an open dis -
cus sion con cern ing the God head, and
God worked a mir a cle because the
min is ter man i fested a desire to pre -
serve the indi vid ual free dom of the
mem bers. He gave me over half an
hour to intro duce the dis cus sion, which 
I used by quot ing a selec tion of Bible
texts con cern ing God, the Son of God,
and the Spirit of God. At the end of
this, only one per son seemed to have
any objec tion since it was the Word of
God that had spoken. The excep tion
was a min is ter who objected, stat ing
that Prov erbs 8 speaks about wis dom
and not about Christ, but this was easy
to answer. In fact, this gave me another
fif teen min utes to pres ent the truth
more pre cisely. God had inspired me to 
pre pare another paper with the fun da -
men tal prin ci ples pub lished from 1872 
to 1925, com pared to the beliefs pub -
lished since 1980. I also read some
quotes from the pio neers, show ing that
they rejected the trin ity doc trine. This
opened the dis cus sion, and God
worked might ily because at least half
of those in atten dance knew the truth
about God, hav ing either read The
Foun da tion of our Faith or hav ing
seen the DVDs. For most of the time, I
just had to let the Spirit of God work
through those pres ent. The min is ter
rec og nized that there are only the
Father and the Son on the throne in
heaven and that the Holy Spirit could
not be con sid ered as a per son in the
same light as the Father and Son. He
also rec og nized that the expres sions
“God the Son” and “God the Holy
Spirit” are not bib li cal. Con cern ing my 
wife and me, he pub licly said that
before God he does n’t feel invested
with author ity to use our under stand -
ing of God against us nor to put forth
his own under stand ing as a stan dard.
He con sid ered the fun da men tals of the
church as sub or di nate to the Bible and
hav ing no author ity for dis ci pline.

Marc Fury



Quiz on Job 8-10
1. Who is the speaker in Job chap ter 8?
2. Job’s words are com pared to a “wind” in Job 8:2. Where

could the speaker have found such an expres sion?
3. What is the mean ing of “betimes” in Job 8:5?
4. What was the basis of the appeal made in chap ter 8? Hint

see verse 8.
5. Explain the ques tion of Job 8:11.
6. What would be another trans la tion for the word “hyp o -

crite” in Job 8:13?
7. When would Job 8:20 be true and when might it not be

true?
8. Who is speak ing in Job 9 and 10?
9. How would you describe the speaker’s mood in this

chap ter?

10. What bod ies of stars are men tioned as God being the
Maker?

11. What is the Hebrew word trans lated “pros pered” in Job
9:4? This word is the root word for what com -
monly-known Hebrew word? What does that word
mean?

12. What Hebrew word is trans lated “breaketh” in Job 9:17?
Where is the first usage of it out side of the book of Job?

13. What New Tes ta ment text would ref er ence well to Job
9:20?

14. What does the word “post” mean in Job 9:25?
15. Is the state ment of Job in 9:33 true? Can you give a text

to back up your answer? (Also see DA, p. 25.)
16. What is Job ask ing in Job 10:2b?
17. What could the expres sion “poured me out” in Job 10:10

mean?
18. To the hunt ing of what fierce beast did Job make a

com par i son?
19. What again is Job ask ing for in Job 10:18?
20. What is Job ask ing for in Job 10:20?
Answers to Job 5-7

1. The speaker in Job 5 is Eliphaz.
2. Job would have under stood his own chil dren to have been

spo ken of in Job 5:4.
3. The chil dren in Job 5:4 are said to be crushed in the gate.

This is equiv a lent to being deprived of one’s rights. See
Proverbs 22:22. Besides a means of enter ing and exit ing a
city, the gates were where court was convened.

4. Job 4:8 is a good ref er ence for Job 5:6.
5. In Job 5:9-16 Eliphaz speaks of the hand of God in the affairs 

of man kind and that he will save the poor from the sword,
from their mouth, and from the hand of the mighty.

6. A cen tral theme of Eliphaz’s words in Job 5:20-26 is that
God takes care of the righ teous and bad things do not befall
them.

7. Eliphaz , in effect, told Job in 5:27 that they had researched
what they were say ing and knew they were right.

8. The speaker in Job chap ters 6 and 7 is Job.

9. In a bal ance scale, Job said his grief and calam ity would
weigh heavier than the sand of the sea.

10. In Job 6:1-5 Job is try ing to jus tify his com plaints.
11. In Job 6:8, 9 he asks for his request that God would

destroy him.
12. In Job 6:12 Job is say ing that only a body of stone or brass

could endure what he was going through.
13. In the first part of 6:14, Job speaks of his friends and that

they should have had pity upon him (the afflicted), yet he 
seems to say in the sec ond part of the verse that he for -
sook the fear of God. This under stood is better
under stood in the RSV, which says: “ "He who with holds
kind ness from a friend for sakes the fear of the Almighty.”

14. In 6:15-20 Job com pares his friends to a stream. In verse
17 he says they are like hot water that vanishes as vapor.

15. Tema was an oasis in north west Ara bia.
16. The Eng lish trans la tion of the Sep tu a gint trans lates Job

6:21a as “But ye also have come to me with out pity.”
17. Job 6:27 is a harsh indict ment of his friends, lit er ally say -

ing they fall upon the orphans.
18. In 6:30 Job begins to tread on dan ger ous ground by jus ti -

fi ca tion of self. Ref er ences in Job that should be
con sid ered here are Job 42:3 and 9:20.

19. The tense of the verb in Job 7:3 is per fect or a com pleted
action.

20. Job 7 describes Job as hav ing worm-eaten flesh, bro ken
and loath some skin.

21. In Job 7:6 he says he expected death soon.
22. Job 7:9 seems to teach that the dead will not be res ur -

rected. This is rec on ciled with John 5:25 by not ing the
restricted sense that Job 7:10 applies to the sit u a tion.

23. A para phrase of Job 7:12 might say, “Am I like a stormy
sea or a wild beast you must watch?

24. When Job hoped to find relief in sleep, he expe ri enced
only night mares. ?
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Roan Moun tain Camp Meet ing

Brother Malcolm McCrillis has asked us to announce that the 
church at Roan Moun tain will be spon sor ing a camp meet ing
Sep tem ber 29 - Octo ber 4. The camp meet ing will be held in
Roan Moun tain State Park, Ten nes see.

Accom mo da tions: There are cab ins avail able, and a
group tent site has been reserved. There are 16 spaces in the
tent site and the cost will only be $3.75 per site/night if it can
be filled. For cabin res er va tions, you may call:
800-250-8620, 423-772-0190 or 0191. There are two
motels, twenty miles away, in Elizabethton (Americourt,
423-543-6060 and Trav el ers Inn, 423-543-3344).

For more information you may call Malcolm at
423-772-3161. ?



Job
ACROSS:
1. “Or who can stay the _______of heaven (38:37).”

6. “And ______ came also among them” (1:6).

10. “Have ______ upon me” (19:21).

11. “And ______ that feared God, and eschewed evil” (1:1).

12. The first of the three friends who came to com fort Job
(2:11).

13. “Sing us one of the songs of _____” (Psalm 137:3).

14. Road (abbr.).

15. “Let him take his _____ away from me” (9:34).

16. ______e, a kind of liq uid but ter used in the East Indies.

18. “With draw thine hand _____ from me” (13:21).

19. “Seven thou sand _____” (1:3).

20. “Ren der there fore to all their _____” (Romans 13:7).

21. The altar _____ (Joshua 22:34).

22. “If I be wicked, _____ unto me (10:15).”

23. Duplex house (abbr.)

24. “For he hath founded it upon the _____” (Psalm 24:2).

25. “And the _____ of man, which is a worm?” (25:6).

26. “That I might come even to his _____!” (23:3).

28. Penn syl va nia (abbr.)

29. “_____ he slay me, yet will I trust in him” (13:15).

32. Cause me to under stand wherein I have _____” (6:24).

34. East ern Red Lake (abbr.).

35. “Hast thou an _____ like God?” (40:9).

36. “It hath con sumed _____ of Moab” (Num bers 21:28).

37. “Hast thou con sid ered _____ ser vant Job?” (1:8).

38. “I would _____ myself in sor row” (6:10).

39. “And they shall not _____” (11:20).

42. “Why make ye this _____, and weep?” (Mark 5:39).

43, “Who is this that _____ coun sel” (38:2).

46. “Every day they _____ my words” (Psalm 56:5).

48. Rhode Island (abbr.)

49. “And my sin ews take no _____” (30:17).

50. “I have _____ the words of his mouth” (23:12).

Down:
1. The sec ond of the three friends (2:11).

2. Old Tes ta ment Instruc tors (abbr.)

3. To write with a type writer.

4. “I _____ it’’ (7:16). 

5. “_____ the Lord blessed the lat ter end of Job” (42:12). 

6. Past tense of slide.

7. “Is there iniq uity in my _____?” (6:30).

8. “For they had made _____ appoint ment” (2:11).

9. “More than my _____ food” (23:12).

10. “A _____ and an upright man” (1:8).

13. The third of the three friends (2:11).

15. “For I know that my _____ liveth” (19:25).

17. “I could _____ up words against you” (16:4).

19. “And now am I their _____” (30:9).

20. Doc tor of Sci ence (abbr.)

22. “My desire is, that the Almighty_______ answer me”
(31:35).

25. “I am afraid of all my _____” (9:28).

27. A very small amount.

30. “Rent his man tle, and shaved his _____” (1:20).

31. “He that hath clean _____ shall be stron ger” (17:9).

33. Of _____, the fam ily of the Eranites” (Num bers 26:36).

37. British spell ing of meter.

38. “The _____ of my flesh stood up” (4:15).

40. A short piece of writing.

41. Pre sid ing Elder (abbr.)

44. “I _____ no pleas ant bread” (Dan iel 10:3).

45. “Thou shalt be _____ from the scourge of the tongue”
(5:21).

47. Right (abbr.)

48. The note between Do and Mi.
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At Thy Word
Bible stu dents who have care fully exam ined the life of Jesus
have divided the events men tioned in the gos pel accounts
into 179 occur rences. These have been called a “Har mony of
the Gos pels.” The first sev en teen events deal with the cir -
cum stances that sur round the birth and infancy of Jesus to his 
man hood. The 18th entry is about the min is try of John the
Bap tist. The 19th–23rd occur rences are about Christ’s early
min is try from the autumn of AD 27 to the spring of AD 28.
The 24th–31st occur rences are about his min is try in Judea
from the Spring Pass over AD 28 to the Sec ond Pass over AD

29. The 32nd occur rence con cerns the open ing of the Gal i -
lean min is try. The 33rd occur rence is the first rejec tion at
Naz a reth. The 34th occur rence is Jesus’ removal to
Capernaum, and the 35th is the call of some of the dis ci ples
by the sea.

During this first year and a half of Jesus’ min is try, we have
actually few details. During this time, he attended the
wedding at Cana of Galilee, he cleansed the temple the first
time, he spoke to Nicodemus and to the Samaritan woman,
and he healed the nobleman’s son. Also during this time,
John was impris oned, Jesus was rejected by the San hed rin,
and Jesus’ home church tried to kill him. Let us now focus on
Jesus at Capernaum beside what other Bible writers call the
Sea of Gal i lee but what Luke, hav ing traveled on the
Mediterranean Sea, calls a “lake.”

The Command by the Sea

Let us read the call ing by the sea, as recorded by Luke:

And it came to pass, that, as the peo ple pressed upon
him to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of
Gennesaret [Also called the sea of Gal i lee or Tiberi as],
And saw two ships stand ing by the lake: but the fish er men
were gone out of them, and were wash ing their nets. And
he en tered into one of the ships, which was Si mon’s, and
prayed him that he would thrust out a lit tle from the land.
And he sat down, and taught the peo ple out of the ship.
Now when he had left speak ing, he said unto Si mon,
Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a
draught. And Si mon an swer ing said unto him, Mas ter, we
have toiled all the night, and have taken noth ing: nev er the -
less at thy word I will let down the net (Luke 5:1-5).

Jesus went out early to have time alone, but the crowd
pressed early upon him to hear the wonderful words of God
he brought. Peter, Andrew, James, John, and Zebedee, with
at least two ser vants, had been fishing all night. Jesus entered 
into Si mon’s boat to have a strategic posi tion, and he sat
down to teach.

After Jesus had finished his dis course, he gave a very
simple command to Simon Peter: “Simon, Launch out into
the deep, and let down your nets for a draught (v. 4).” This
command may not seem unreasonable to us, but to Peter, a

mas ter fisherman, it was at the least naive and at the most
insane. Surely this carpenter did not know fish ing, for the
Sea of Gal i lee was a clear lake and the fish would eas ily see
the nets in the day. Good fish ing was only done at night. The
com mand did not seem log i cal, rea son able, or sane.

Remem ber that this is one and a half years into the min is -
try of Jesus. Peter had pre vi ously heard Jesus speak, and
per haps his thoughts that night were upon the impris on ment
and seem ing fail ure of John the Bap tist or upon the poor
recep tion of Jesus in Judea (not all that even Jesus did had
suc cess stamped upon it by men, but God approved). Per haps 
he was think ing of their own unfruit ful  fish ing in a fruit ful
lake. They had not caught a sin gle fish! As Peter watched the
nets, all seemed dark and dis cour ag ing, but remem ber that it
is dark est just before the dawn! Peter’s response to Jesus ech -
oed such thoughts when he said:

Mas ter, we have toiled all the night, and have taken
noth ing: nev er the less at thy word I will let down the net
(Luke 5:5).

Peter said that they had worked all night but had nothing to 
show for it! In the Christian life, efforts put forth in our own
strength also prove completely fruitless. Jesus said,
“Without me ye can do nothing (John 15:5).” True results
can be secured only through cooperation with a higher
power, but at times, as would seem to have been the case
here, God may interfere with our plans and efforts in order to
make more apparent and mean ing ful the need of cooperating
with him. Even though Peter did not see how casting his nets
at this time could yield a harvest, he said: “Nev er the less at
thy word I will let down the net.”

Because Peter loved Jesus, the request was all that was
needed. Jesus said that if we love him we will obey him (John 
14:15). Peter addressed Jesus as “Mas ter,” and he is to be
Lord and Master of our lives, as well. We must learn to love
and trust Je sus with all.

Notice the results of Peter’s obedience to Jesus: “And
when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of
fishes: and their net brake (Luke 5:6).” They even needed
help to bring the fish into the boat. “And they beckoned unto
their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should
come and help them. And they came, and filled both the
ships, so that they began to sink (Luke 5:7).”

When Peter saw the great draught of fishes, he was
humbled and was willing to give up full-time fishing forever.

When Si mon Pe ter saw it, he fell down at Je sus’ knees,
say ing, De part from me; for I am a sin ful man, O Lord. For
he was as ton ished, and all that were with him, at the
draught of the fishes which they had taken: And so was
also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were
part ners with Si mon. And Je sus said unto Si mon, Fear not; 
from hence forth thou shalt catch men. And when they had
brought their ships to land, they for sook all, and fol lowed
him (Luke 5:8-11).
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Commenting on Peter’s acknowl edgment of his sin ful -
ness, Ellen White amplifies the scene for us:

 But Pe ter was un mind ful now of boats or lad ing. This
mir a cle, above any other he had ever wit nessed, was to
him a man i fes ta tion of di vine power. In Je sus he saw One
who held all na ture un der His con trol. The pres ence of di -
vin ity re vealed his own un ho li ness. Love for his Mas ter,
shame for his own un be lief, grat i tude for the con de scen -
sion of Christ, above all, the sense of his un clean ness in
the pres ence of in fi nite pu rity, over whelmed him. While
his com pan ions were se cur ing the con tents of the net, Pe -
ter fell at the Sav iour’s feet, ex claim ing, “De part from me;
for I am a sin ful man, O Lord.”

... he clung to the feet of Je sus, feel ing that he could not
be parted from Him (The De sire of Ages, p. 246).

With the biggest catch of their career, these disciples
forsook all to follow Jesus. We may be called to do likewise
and will do so, if we have love for the Mas ter.

Great Commands and Great Responses

Now let us look at some great com mands else where in the
Bible and notice the responses. Let us begin with Noah. The
Bible first men tions grace in con nec tion with Noah. “But
Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD (Gen e sis 6:8).”
This grace was found not by “elec tion” but by char ac ter. The
next verse says that “Noah walked with God (Gen e sis 6:9).”
Just as did Enoch, his great grand fa ther, Noah walked with
God. Noah did not know Enoch, for Enoch had been trans -
lated before the birth of Noah. Char ac ter is not trans fer ra ble,
how ever, and Noah could not let Enoch nor any one else walk 
with God for him, and nei ther can we.

God gave instruction that to Noah must have seemed very
strange: 

The end of all flesh is come be fore me; for the earth is
filled with vi o lence through them; and, be hold, I will de -
stroy them with the earth. Make thee an ark of go pher
wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it
within and with out with pitch. And this is the fash ion
which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be
three hun dred cu bits, the breadth of it fifty cu bits, and the
height of it thirty cu bits. A win dow shalt thou make to the
ark, and in a cu bit shalt thou fin ish it above; and the door of
the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, sec ond,
and third sto ries shalt thou make it. And, be hold, I, even I,
do bring a flood of wa ters upon the earth, to de stroy all
flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from un der heaven; and
ev ery thing that is in the earth shall die. But with thee will I
es tab lish my cov e nant; and thou shalt come into the ark,
thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with
thee. And of ev ery liv ing thing of all flesh, two of ev ery sort
shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee;
they shall be male and fe male. Of fowls af ter their kind, and
of cat tle af ter their kind, of ev ery creep ing thing of the earth

af ter his kind, two of ev ery sort shall come unto thee, to
keep them alive. And take thou unto thee of all food that is
eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and it shall be for food
for thee, and for them (Gen e sis 6:13-21).

God gave Noah instruc tion and the rational behind the
instruc tion, but from where would such a flood come? It had
never rained before in the history of the earth; furthermore,
who would believe such a story? Most people would have
thought: Surely, this project will be in vain! God did not,
how ever, entrust this project to someone faithless but to
Noah, a man who walked in grace. Noah’s response is sim ply 
stated: “Thus did Noah; according to all that God
commanded him, so did he (Genesis 6:22).”

Though the command did not seem any more rational than
Jesus’ command to Peter, the thought upon the heart of Noah
was: Nevertheless at thy word I will build an ark.

Let us move fur ther into the Bible to the story of Abraham. 
Abra ham was given a call to leave Ur:

Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy
coun try, and from thy kin dred, and from thy fa ther’s
house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will make of
thee a great na tion, and I will bless thee, and make thy
name great; and thou shalt be a bless ing: And I will bless
them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and
in thee shall all fam i lies of the earth be blessed (Gen e sis
12:1-3).

I am not sure we can imag ine the dif fi cul ties that lay ahead
for Abra ham. All was unknown; there were no maps, no
GPS, and no direc tions. Abra ham had no knowl edge of what
was even on the other side of the moun tains. Abra ham did
not know what was ahead. God may as well have asked him
to go to the other side of the world or even the uni verse, but
when he gave Abra ham the com mand to leave, Abra ham
obeyed. “So Abram departed, as the LORD had spo ken unto
him (Gen e sis 12:4).”

God was with Abra ham, and he blessed him greatly. When 
Isaac was about twenty years old, the command came:

And it came to pass af ter these things, that God did
tempt Abra ham, and said unto him, Abra ham: and he said,
Be hold, here I am. And he said, Take now thy son, thine
only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the
land of Moriah; and of fer him there for a burnt of fer ing
upon one of the moun tains which I will tell thee of (Gen e -
sis 22:1-2).

Abraham’s response was quick and sure: “And Abraham
rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took
two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave
the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto
the place of which God had told him (Genesis 22:3).”

Abraham had been promised that the Messiah would be
born through his seed. Isaac was the son of the promise. To
fulfill the command of God, Abraham would not only be
killing his son, but cutting off him self and the world from
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sal va tion, but Abra ham, though pray ing to be relieved of the
duty, said in his heart: Nev er the less, at thy will.

Now, let us move forward to Moses. When God called
Moses, God told him that as a sign to the children of Israel he
was to cast his rod down and it would become a snake. He
was then to pick it up by the tail (Exodus 4:1-4). Notice
Moses’ response: “And he put forth his hand, and caught it,
and it became a rod in his hand.” Anyone who has worked
with or handled reptiles knows that you almost never pick up
a snake by the tail, but Moses’ actions said: Nev er the less, at
thy will.

The Bible also says about Moses: “By faith Moses, when
he was come to years, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with
the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
season (Hebrews 11:24, 25).” 

Moses knew the glories of Egypt and he might have ratio -
nal ized, as some of us do today: “I will have more influence
if I stay in Egypt (or the church) to help the people.” Moses
could have rationalized his posi tion, but he chose affliction
instead of pleasure! He said in his heart: Nev er the less, at thy
will.

Moving down the Bible stream of time, we come to God’s
command to Joshua to march  around Jericho and use the
blast of a trumpet and the shouting of voices to bring down
masonry walls! Joshua did not submit this plan to any
committee to vote for or against it; he did not ask for counsel
from men. God had spo ken, and that was enough.

And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said
unto them, Take up the ark of the cov e nant, and let seven
priests bear seven trum pets of rams’ horns be fore the ark
of the LORD. And he said unto the peo ple, Pass on, and
com pass the city, and let him that is armed pass on be fore
the ark of the LORD. And it came to pass, when Joshua had
spo ken unto the peo ple, that the seven priests bear ing the
seven trum pets of rams’ horns passed on be fore the LORD,
and blew with the trum pets: and the ark of the cov e nant of
the LORD fol lowed them.  And the armed men went be fore
the priests that blew with the trum pets, and the rereward
came af ter the ark, the priests go ing on, and blow ing with
the trum pets (Joshua 6:6-9).

Joshua did not conduct nego ti a tions. There was no board
meet ing and no taking of an opinion poll to determine if it
was the popular and political thing to do. Even though it may
have seemed like an unrea son able plan to him, his actions
said what was in his heart: At thy will, I will do it.

The great est exam ple of being will ing to do the word of
God is found in the life of Jesus Christ, “The Lamb of God.”
He said, “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is
within my heart (Psalm 40:8).” In the gar den, he prayed: “O
my Father, if it be pos si ble, let this cup pass from me: nev er -
the less not as I will, but as thou wilt (Mat thew 26:39).” Three 
times he pressed his peti tion to the Father. Then on the cross,
the dark ness that began in the Gar den becomes com plete. He

can no lon ger know that God is near and he cries out in
anguish, “My God, my God, why hast thou for saken me
(Mat thew 27:46)?” The Maj esty of glory is dying shame -
fully upon a cruel instru ment of death. Of course, it is not
fair, but it is the only way that man may be saved. Even if
Jesus must be sep a rated from God for ever, he sub mit ted to
the will and word of God, and upon the cross, he said:
“Father, into thy hands I com mend my spirit (Luke 23:46).”

Sad Responses to God’s Commands

Sadly, not all the responses found in the Bible to God’s com -
mands are pos i tive. God had told Adam and Eve: “But of the
tree of the knowl edge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of
it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die
(Gen e sis 2:17).” In sad unbe lief, how ever, Eve ate of the
fruit, and the his tory of this earth is a one of sin and woe
because of it.

God told Saul to destroy Amalek. The command was
clear: “Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that 
they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, 
infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass (1 Sam uel
15:3).” It was not impor tant to Saul, how ever, to fol low the
exact word of the Lord. The record states: “But Saul and the
people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the
oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was
good, and would not utterly destroy them: but every thing
that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly (1
Samuel 15:9).” The consequences of this deviation from
God’s word was not misunderstood:

And Sam uel said, Hath the LORD as great de light in
burnt of fer ings and sac ri fices, as in obey ing the voice of
the LORD? Be hold, to obey is better than sac ri fice, and to
hear ken than the fat of rams. For re bel lion is as the sin of
witch craft, and stub born ness is as in iq uity and idol a try.
Be cause thou hast re jected the word of the LORD, he hath
also re jected thee from be ing king (1 Sam uel 15:22, 23).

Lot and his fam ily were com manded to leave Sodom. As
they were leav ing, the com mand went forth: “And it came to
pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said,
Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, nei ther stay thou in
all the plain; escape to the moun tain, lest thou be con sumed
(Gen e sis 19:17),” but Lot’s wife “looked back from behind
him, and she became a pil lar of salt.”

What if Adam and Eve had said at thy word? What if Saul
had said at thy word? What if Lot’s wife had said at thy
word? Many things would have been dif fer ent. We are not,
how ever, in Eve’s, Saul’s, or Lot’s wife’s place, but I assure
you that we each are account able to the word of God, and the
issue for us is whether or not will we say at thy word.

We may not always have the direct voice of God or the
com mand of a prophet as some of the men and women of the
Bible had, but the Bible is God’s word speaking to us, and we 
are to heed it. Our response to the call of God should be like
Isa iah’s: “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom
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shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I;
send me (Isaiah 6:8).”

God does not always ask us to follow when all is plain,
logical, or provable. If he did, there would never be a chance
for faith to grow, and if faith is never exer cised, it could not
be proven that we trust God fully. 

The book of Revelation speaks of a special group of
people who stand faultless before the throne of God and who
have no guile found in their mouths:

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion,
and with him an hun dred forty and four thou sand, hav ing
his Fa ther’s name writ ten in their fore heads. And I heard a
voice from heaven, as the voice of many wa ters, and as the
voice of a great thun der: and I heard the voice of harp ers
harp ing with their harps: And they sung as it were a new
song be fore the throne, and be fore the four beasts, and the

el ders: and no man could learn that song but the hun dred
and forty and four thou sand, which were re deemed from
the earth. These are they which were not de filed with
women; for they are vir gins. These are they which fol low
the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were re deemed
from among men, be ing the firstfruits unto God and to the
Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are
with out fault be fore the throne of God (Revelation
14:1-5).

We have been commanded by God, through his ser vant:
“Let us strive with all the power that God has given us to be
among the hundred and forty-four thousand (Maranatha,
p. 241).” The 144,000 follow the Lamb wheresoever he goes
in heaven because they have learned to do it upon this earth.
They have said, “AT THY WORD LORD.” Have you?

Allen Stump
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Fifty-ninth Gen eral Con fer ence
The 59th Gen eral Con fer ence Ses sion of the Sev enth-day
Adven tist Church will be held June 23 - July 3, 2010, in the
Geor gia World Con gress Cen ter and the Geor gia Dome in
Atlanta, Geor gia, in the United States. This may be the last
Gen eral Con fer ence ever, for we know that Jesus is com ing
soon. Del e gates from all over the world will attend, and we
believe that this is an impor tant opportunity to wit ness and
share the mes sage in a way that can enable it to travel to many 
parts of the world that it has not yet reached.

Approx i mately thirty brave souls went to St. Louis, Mis -
souri, in 2005 for the most recent Gen eral Con fer ence
Ses sion. At that time, we dis trib uted about 1000 DVDs and
many thou sands of pieces of lit er a ture in the form of tracts,
book lets, and books.

Smyrna still has the school bus that we pur chased in 2005
for the last Gen eral Con fer ence. It is capa ble of tak ing lit er a -
ture and some peo ple, but it would most likely not be able to
take every one who might wish to go if a large group was
going from Smyrna as went five years ago. We have sched -
uled our camp meet ing for the dates of June 15-19 so that
those trav el ing in for the camp meet ing who would like to go
with us to Atlanta can do so more eas ily. Even though this
event is a year away, there is much work to do, and we must
begin very soon.

Some peo ple who have been watch ing the econ omy and
world events are pre dict ing that the United States econ omy is 
going to have a major crash around the time of the Gen eral
Con fer ence Ses sion and that cit ies might even be sealed off
due to dif fi cul ties. Jesus told us to pray that our flight be nei -
ther in the win ter nor on the Sab bath day, so we must pray
that if God sees fit to allow us to wit ness for him at the Gen -
eral Con fer ence Session, he will pre pare a way for his peo ple
to go and to return accord ing to his will.

Accord ing to Dr. Traber, can ning, freez ing and cook ing
(espe cially fry ing and roast ing) can destroy vita min E.
Roast ing almonds, for exam ple, causes a loss of 80% of vita -
min E. Vita min E is also lost sim ply by stor age of the food
over time. When stored at 39 degrees Fahr en heit, wheat
germ will lose 10% of its vita min E after six months, and
ground corn will lose 35% of its vita min E after six months
when stored at 68 degrees Fahr en heit. It should be noted that
the United States Depart ment of Agri cul ture lists sig nif i cant
vita min E con tent for roasted nuts and canned veg e ta bles.
Regard less of the source of infor ma tion, a prin ci ple to guide
us in our choice of foods is the fact that con sum ing the prod -
uct as soon as pos si ble after har vest and/or pro cess ing
min i mizes nutri ent loss.

Vita min E, in all its forms, is readily avail able in the plant
world, but remem ber that if you decrease your fat intake
(such as with a low fat diet), you are also decreas ing your
intake of vita min E, and should you choose to use sup ple -
men tal vita min E, remem ber that you must take
sup ple men tal vita min E with food. Vita min E can not be
absorbed by the body with out some fat in the diges tive sys -
tem at the same time. You should also know that most
vita min sup ple ments and for ti fied foods con tain syn thetic
forms of vita min E, and you need to know that there is an
upper limit for the amount of vita min E that can be safely
taken in a day. And finally, remem ber that, for pro tec tion,
vita min E must be pres ent before free rad i cal dam age occurs. 
It can not be ingested later and be expected to repair all the
dam age, so let us eat for health now and main tain our sup -
plies of vita min E at ade quate lev els.

“Blessed art thou, O land, when thy king is the son of no -
bles, and thy princes eat in due sea son, for strength, and not
for drunk en ness (Ec cle si as tes 10:17)!”

Onycha Holt

“Vi ta min E” con tin ued from page 19

Con tin ued on page 20, col umn 1



Vol. 18, No. 8 - 19 - http://www.smyrna.org

Knowing Our ABCs—Vitamin E
“I will praise thee; for I am fear fully and won der fully made (Psalm 139:14).”

We are cer tainly fear fully and won der fully made. Did you
know, for exam ple, that when vita min E func tions as an anti -
ox i dant it is changed into a rad i cal by the sur ren der  of an
elec tron? But it is changed into a harm less rad i cal and hap pily
stays that way for about twelve sec onds, just long enough for it 
to grab an elec tron from a nearby vita min C mol e cule. This
com man deered elec tron allows the vita min E mol e cule to
revert to its anti ox i dant state thus becom ing capa ble of neu -
tral iz ing another free rad i cal oxy gen mol e cule. (Amaz ingly, a
free rad i cal oxy gen mol e cule will react 1000 times faster with
vita min E than it will react in a dam ag ing way with a poly un -
sat u rated fatty acid!) The now rad i cal vita min C (rad i cal
because it has lost an elec tron), in turn, grabs an elec tron from
another sub stance, allow ing the vita min C to revert to its anti -
ox i dant form. That other sub stance is reverted to its orig i nal
sta tus by another sub stance, and so forth. This is part of the
basic metab o lism our bod ies do for us each and every day!
What a won der! But what exactly is vita min E? And what is a
rad i cal?

There are not one but eight dif fer ent types of vita min
E—alpha, beta, gamma and delta tocoph erols and alpha,
beta, gamma, and delta tocotrienols. The type that is most
often uti lized in our bod ies is alpha tocopherol and is the one
most peo ple refer to when they speak of vita min E. All eight
forms of vita min E occur nat u rally in foods but in vary ing
amounts, and a gen eral con sen sus is that a bal anced diet, pro -
vid ing a goodly amount of many dif fer ent anti ox i dants, is
desir able for opti mal health and, pos si bly, pro vides for
increased lon gev ity with increased main te nance of good
func tion al ity.

Vita min E was first iso lated from wheat germ oil in 1936
and was called vita min E because its dis cov ery closely fol -
lowed the dis cov ery of vita min D, but here is noth ing “e-ish”
about this vita min upon which to base its name. It is used by
the body in many func tions. Accord ing to Dr. Maret Traber,
pro fes sor at the Uni ver sity of Cal i for nia at Berke ley, vita -
min E is at the core of how every cell works, and in lung
tis sue it is one of the first lines of defense against the free rad -
i cals gen er ated by cig a rette smoke. (Of note: Even though a
smoker’s diet may be nor mal, he or she has increased usage
of vita min E due to the increase in free rad i cals and is at risk
of los ing vita min E’s pro tec tive effects because of the
depleted supply.) In addi tion to being a pow er ful anti ox i -
dant, vitamin E also helps reg u late the biosynthesis of DNA.
Anti ox i dants are like scav en gers search ing for dam ag ing
free rad i cals in the body. A free radical in the body is usu ally
an oxy gen mol e cule that has lost an elec tron and seeks to sta -
bi lize itself by steal ing an elec tron from a nearby mol e cule.
As we noted ear lier, free rad i cals of oxy gen mol e cules will
attach to vita min E mol e cules 1000 times faster than to  fatty
acid mol e cules, which is of ben e fit to our bod ies, for oxy gen

free rad i cals are high-energy par ti cles that ric o chet wildly
and dam age cells. Free rad i cals are formed pri mar ily dur ing
nor mal metab o lism and also upon expo sure to envi ron men -
tal fac tors such as cig a rette smoke or pol lut ants and with
stren u ous exer cise.

Fats, which are an inte gral part of all cell mem branes, are
vul ner a ble to destruc tion through oxi da tion by free rad i cals.
Vita min E, in the form of alpha tocopherol, is suited to inter -
cept a broad range of oxy gen free rad i cals and thus pre vent a
chain reac tion of lipid (fat) destruc tion. Aside from main -
tain ing the integ rity of cell mem branes through out the body,
vita min E also pro tects the fats in low den sity lipoproteins
(LDLs) from oxi da tion. Lipoproteins trans port fats through
the blood stream, and LDLs spe cif i cally trans port cho les terol 
from the liver to the tis sues of the body.

There seems to be a rela tion ship between the dam age
caused by free rad i cals at the cel lu lar level and the onset
and/or con trol of many chronic dis eases, includ ing cor o nary
heart dis ease and can cer. Oxi dized LDLs, for exam ple, have
been impli cated in the devel op ment of car dio vas cu lar dis -
eases, but sci en tific evi dence doc u ment ing a clear-cut
rela tion ship between free rad i cals and chronic dis ease is
incon clu sive at this
point, and it is also
mixed about the ben e fit
one can gain in sup ple -
ment ing the diet with
vita min E in order to
neu tral ize the body’s
free rad i cals. We can
expect intense inves ti -
ga tion of these top ics
for decades to come
because if anti ox i dants are truly ben e fi cial in pre vent ing
and/or con trol ling chronic dis ease, all of us will be helped
with such valu able infor ma tion.

Vita min E in all its forms is fat-sol u ble. (Its coun ter part,
vita min C, is water-sol u ble.) That means that no mat ter what
food vita min E is found in, it must be a food that also con tains 
some fat. You will find, there fore, no vita min E in rad ishes or
grape juice, but it is richly found in almonds, sun flower
seeds, sun flower and saf flower oils, and even such cooked
greens as spin ach, tur nip greens and col lards. It is sur pris ing
how much fat is nat u rally found in food. If you only eat a
piece of whole grain bread and drink skim milk, for exam -
ple, you will have enough fat to aid the absorp tion of
vita min E. (For an exhaus tive list of foods con tain ing the
a lpha  t ocophero l  fo rm o f  v i t a  min  E ,  go  t o
http://www.nal.usda.gov/fnic/foodcomp/Data/SR20/nutrlis
t/sr20w323.pdf.) Con tin ued on page 18, col umn 2

These nuts are high in Vi ta min E.



Old Paths - 20 - August  2009

Old Paths is a free monthly news let ter/study-pa per pub lished by
Smyrna Gos pel Min is tries, HC 64 Box 128-B, Welch, WV
24801-9606 U. S. A. The pa per is ded i cated to the prop a ga tion
and res to ra tion of the prin ci ples of truth that God gave to the early 
Sev enth-day Ad ven tist pi o neers. Du pli ca tion is not only per mit -
ted but strongly en cour aged. This is sue, with other gos pel
lit er a ture we pub lish, can be found at our websites. The urls are:
http://www.smyrna.org and http://www.presenttruth.info. Phone:
(304) 732-9204. Fax: (304) 732-7322. 

Ed i tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Allen Stump— ed i tor@smyrna.org
As sis tant Ed i tor . . . . . . . . . Onycha Holt — onycha@smyrna.org

Up date on Pas tor Bob Habenicht
In our April issue of Old Paths, we
reported on a visit with Pas tor Bob
Habenicht while in Brazil. Sev eral
weeks before our visit, Bob had
fallen and received a very bad
wound to his head that had become
severely infected. We recently
talked with Pas tor Bob on the
phone and wanted to share an
update with you on his con di tion.

After our visit with Pas tor Bob in 
Brazil, he became worse, and it was 
decided that he needed to return to the United States for more
advanced and aggres sive treat ment. This was a very hard
deci sion for Pas tor Bob to make because he has worked for
many years in Brazil to estab lish a school and has seen much
fruit from his labors. The thoughts of leav ing and maybe
never being able to return were dif fi cult for him.

After return ing to Florida, Pas tor Bob was treated in a
clinic spe cif i cally for wound patients, and he began to make
rapid prog ress. He is home now, try ing to catch up on things
around the house and get ting his grow boxes (raised beds)
going with pro duce. The infec tion is all gone, and, at the time 
of this writ ing, the need for dress ing and ban dag ing the
wound is finally over! Praise the Lord for his goodness!

Pas tor Bob’s strength and vital ity is much better now, but
he says: “I feel lazy now and then and want to take a nap.” Of
course, any one who knows Pas tor Bob realizes that there is
not a lazy bone nor mus cle in his body, but, rather, his body is
sim ply ask ing for the rest it needs to fin ish heal ing.

Pas tor Bob told me that he feels “we are head ing towards
the shak ing time of the church” and that most of the church
mem bers can’t come to grips with the fact that the omega of
apos tasy is here among us in the form of the trin ity doc trine
and they can not iden tify this apos tasy. Pas tor Bob is of good
cour age, how ever, and wants us to tell the read ers of Old
Paths a big “thank you” for their prayers, and, though he was
not able to attend camp meet ing this year, he hopes to see all
of you very soon.

Allen Stump

Pas tor Bob

Tasty Rec ipe: Muesli
This sim ple break fast cereal offered by Raquel Arevalo does
not need cook ing and is full of many health ful ingredients.

Ingre di ents:
3 cups rolled oats
4 cups fruit juice (such as pine ap ple or apple-berry) or

     milk (soy or almond)
1 cup cut straw ber ries
½ cup blue ber ries
1 cup chopped apples
¼ cup chopped wal nuts
1½ cups rai sins

Soak the oats in the fruit
juice or milk over night in
the refrig er a tor. In the morn -
ing, drain away any excess
liq uid and add the remain ing 
ingre di ents to the oats. You may also include additional types 
of fruit and nuts and shred ded coco nut!

“Grains, fruits, nuts, and veg e ta bles con sti tute the diet
cho sen for us by our Cre ator. These foods, pre pared in as
sim ple and nat u ral a man ner as pos si ble, are the most health -
ful and nour ish ing. They impart a strength, a power of
endur ance, and a vigor of intel lect that are not afforded by a
more com plex and stim u lat ing diet (The Min is try of Heal ing, 
p. 296).”

If you have a favor ite healthy vegan rec ipe you would like
to share, please send it to us for con sid er ation. ?

Of these ye may freely eat!

As soon as appli ca tions were accepted for booths at the
59th ses sion, we applied for a basic space. Even though our
check was cashed, our appli ca tion for a booth was rejected,
with no rea son given, and our money refunded. We wish to
have input from you con cern ing the upcoming Gen eral Con -
fer ence Ses sion. Spe cif i cally, what would be the best way(s)
to share the mes sage? Are you will ing to go and help dis trib -
ute lit er a ture or help hold meet ings? Are you will ing to
trans late mate ri als into French, Span ish, Por tu guese, Rus -
sian, or another lan guage? One idea is to have a DVD with
mul ti ple lan guage tracts to distribute. Also of impor tance,
are you will ing to help sup port such an under tak ing beyond
your nor mal giv ing? Such a pro ject is very expen sive, but we 
believe that such oppor tu ni ties to meet lead ers from all over
the world should not be missed.

If you have input or ques tions, please con tact us soon by
phone, email, or reg u lar mail. Con tact infor ma tion is on the
bot tom right side of this page. Above all, please keep this
often in prayer that God’s will, and God’s will only, be done. 

Allen Stump

“Gen eral Con fer ence” con tin ued from page 18
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