
Old Paths
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls.  Jer e miah 6:16

The se cret of the LORD is with them that
fear  him;  and  he  will  shew  them  his
cove nant. Psalm 25:14
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Prayer Re quests
“This is the con fi dence that we have
in him, that, if we ask any thing
accord ing to his will, he heareth us”
1 John 5:14. We have three very
faith ful work ers who stand in the
need of prayer.

Recently, our Brother Elvis
Alberto had a small stroke and had
to be hos pi tal ized. He is improv ing
daily, and we would appre ci ate you
join ing us in pray ing for his
recov ery.

Our Brother Aland Ash ton was
hos pi tal ized again with a liver ail -
ment but is now home, and we covet
your prayers in his behalf. Brother
Ash ton has been labor ing in the
coun try of Peru.

While both of the ser vants of the
Lord need your prayers, let us

con tin ued on page 5
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“Thus saith the Lord GOD; An evil, an only
evil, be hold, is come. An end is come, the end is
come: it watcheth for thee; be hold, it is come”

(Ezekiel 7:5, 6).



As we have stud ied the three angels’ mes sages of Rev e la tion
14:6-11, we have noted that the time of the judg ment of the
first angel’s mes sage was to begin in 1844. The proph ecy of
Dan iel 8:14, “Unto two thou sand and three hun dred days;
then shall the sanc tu ary be cleansed,” clearly points to 1844,
but how do we har mo nize a judg ment occur ring almost two
mil len nium after cer tain pro nounce ments given in the New
Tes ta ment that seem to declare the end of time had come in
the days of the apos tles?

As we study through the Bible, we find the tran scen dence
of God revealed in his speech to human ity. God, who is from
ever last ing to ever last ing, does not count time as mor tal men.
“For a thou sand years in thy sight are but as yes ter day when it
is past, and as a watch in the night” (Psalm 90:4). “But,
beloved, be not igno rant of this one thing, that one day is with
the Lord as a thou sand years, and a thou sand years as one day”
(2 Peter 3:8). To the aver age per son who lives three score and
ten years, the 69th year may seem like “the end of time,” but to
God it is noth ing. As we con tinue this study, we will see that
God’s word declares the “last days” or the “last time” to begin
dur ing the New Tes ta ment era. The “last days” stretch from
the time of the cross until the end of the judg ment and the com -
ing of Jesus, but within this time frame, near the end of the
“last days,” we find a sub-com part ment of time called “the
time of the end.” This final com part ment of time runs from the
com ple tion of the 1260 year proph e cies of Dan iel and Rev e la -
tion until the end of the judg ment and the com ing of Jesus.
Graphed onto a timeline, it might look like this:

Now that we can see the over view to what the Bible
teaches, let us see the expla na tion of this as we explore the
pas sages of inspi ra tion which speak to this truth.

As we study through the New Tes ta ment, we notice many
of the Bible writ ers declared that they were liv ing in the end
of time. For exam ple, notice these of the words of Paul:

God, who at sun dry times and in di vers man ners spake
in time past unto the fa thers by the proph ets, Hath in these
last days spo ken unto us by his Son, whom he hath ap -
pointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the
worlds. (He brews 1:1, 2)

The Apos tle Peter wrote: “But the end of all things is at
hand: be ye there fore sober, and watch unto prayer” (1 Peter
4:7). On the day of Pen te cost, Peter quoted from Joel 2:28,
stat ing: “And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God,
I will pour out of my spirit upon all flesh” (Acts 2:17). Peter
was cer tainly apply ing Joel’s state ment to his day.

The Apos tle John noted: “Lit tle chil dren, it is the last time: 
and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are
there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last
time” (1 John 2:18).

Jude stated: “But, beloved, remem ber ye the words which
were spo ken before of the apos tles of our Lord Jesus Christ;
How that they told you there should be mock ers in the last
time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts” (Jude
1:17, 18). Some other ref er ences that apply the last days dur -
ing the time of the New Tes ta ment might be James 5:3;
2 Tim o thy 3:1; 1 Corin thi ans 16:22.

Despite these state ments, we have had over nine teen cen -
tu ries since the canon of Scrip ture closed. Fur ther more, we
must con sider the phrase the time of the end which occurs
five times in the Bible, all in the book of Dan iel. This phrase
clearly fore tells a period of time at the end of the earth’s
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his tory, but, inter est ingly, it is not the same as the last days.
You might be think ing that we mis un der stand and are lost in
the seman tics of the issue. No, not at all, and if you will be
patient, you will soon see what the Bible is say ing. Before we 
con sider the proph e cies in Dan iel, how ever, let us notice
some of the other state ments of the apos tles and see if the
apostles were teach ing that the com ing of Jesus and the judg -
ment of the world were immi nent.

The New Tes ta ment actu ally warned the early believ ers
against declar ing that the judg ment was just at hand in their
day. In the book of Acts, we find Paul preach ing before Felix
of “righ teous ness, tem per ance, and judg ment to come” (Acts
24:25). Speak ing on Mars Hill in Ath ens, Paul spoke of the
judg ment as a future day that had not yet occurred. “Because
he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world
[future tense] in righ teous ness by that man whom he hath
ordained” (Acts 17:31).

Now we be seech you, breth ren, by the com ing of our
Lord Je sus Christ, and by our gath er ing to gether unto him,
That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be trou bled, nei ther 
by spirit, nor by word, nor by let ter as from us, as that the
day of Christ is at hand. Let no man de ceive you by any
means: for that day shall not come, ex cept there come a
fall ing away first, and that man of sin be re vealed, the son
of per di tion; Who opposeth and exalteth him self above all
that is called God, or that is wor shipped; so that he as God
sitteth in the tem ple of God, shewing him self that he is
God. (2 Thessalonians 2:1-4)

Paul went on to say that this mys tery of iniq uity was
already work ing but also clearly said that it had not matured
and the pre dicted fall ing away had not yet occurred.

In Acts 3:21, Peter declared: “Whom [Jesus] the heaven
must receive until the times of res ti tu tion of all things.” In
other words, Peter was direct ing his hear ers to the future,
say ing that the heav ens which had then received Christ
would retain him till the times of res ti tu tion.

To help clar ify the pic ture, let us now go to the book of
Dan iel and exam ine the expres sion “the time of the end.” The 
first instance this phrase is used is in Dan iel 8:17:

So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was 
afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said unto me, Un der -
stand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the
vi sion.

Dan iel had been given a vision con cern ing a ram and a
he-goat, fol lowed by a nota ble horn which would be bro ken
and replaced by four horns. These four horns are then fol -
lowed by a lit tle horn wax ing great unto the heav ens and
war ring against the prince of the hosts. The last part of the
proph ecy itself is in verse 14: “And he said unto me, Unto
two thou sand and three hun dred days; then shall the sanc tu -
ary be cleansed.” The angel Gabriel inter prets the ram and
the he-goat to be the kings of Media and Per sia and then
Grecia (Dan iel 8:20, 21). The nota ble horn is the first king of

Grecia (verse 21), and the four horns are four king doms that
would (future in Dan iel’s day) arise. The direct iden tity of
the lit tle horn is not given, but it was declared to be a “king of
fierce coun te nance” who would under stand “dark sen -
tences” (v. 23) or mys te ri ous rid dles. This nota ble horn is
par al lel to the “lit tle horn” power of Dan iel 7 which was to
arise after the ten horns of the fourth beast of Dan iel 7. This
was accom plished about five hun dred years after the time of
Christ. The length of the time that this lit tle horn was to rule
was for “a time and times and the divid ing of time” (Dan iel
7:25). This is the same as three and a half pro phetic years or
1260 lit eral years. This is the same period of time fore told in
Rev e la tion 12:6, 14. Accord ing to Dan iel 7, the power (the
papacy) would come into judgment after this period.

I be held till the thrones were cast down, and the An cient 
of days did sit, whose gar ment was white as snow, and the
hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the
fi ery flame, and his wheels as burn ing fire. A fi ery stream
is sued and came forth from be fore him: thou sand thou -
sands min is tered unto him, and ten thou sand times ten
thou sand stood be fore him: the judg ment was set, and the
books were opened. (Dan iel 7:9, 10)

The man of sin of whom Paul spoke and the king of fierce
coun te nance of whom Dan iel spoke, would rule about five
hun dred years after the time of Christ’s advent for a dura tion
of 1260 years, and then the judg ment would begin dur ing
“the time of the end.” Spe cif i cally, the papal suprem acy
lasted from AD 538, when the decree of Jus tin ian declared
the suprem acy of the Bishop of Rome over the church, and
ended in 1798 with the over throw of the Pope’s tem po ral
power. The warn ing of Paul in 2 Thessalonians against a
false proc la ma tion that the judg ment was at hand expired at
that time.

Going back to Dan iel chap ter 8, we can pro phet i cally trace 
the first por tion of this proph ecy from the time of Per sia, to
Greece, to Rome, and finally to the set ting up of the papal
power. How ever, the expla na tion of the 2300 days was not
given. This was the part of the proph ecy that Dan iel had to
wait to under stand. It was espe cially this part that was sealed
for the “time of the end” (v. 17).

The next usage of the phrase “the time of the end” is found
in Dan iel 11:35 “And some of them of under stand ing shall
fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even
to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.”
A read ing of the con text of chap ter 11 relates this “time of the
end” to the 1260 year proph ecy and mark s the end  of the
1260 year proph ecy as the begin ning of the “time of the end.” 
Fur ther more, before Gabriel instructed Dan iel, Dan iel was
told: “Now I am come to make thee under stand what shall
befall thy peo ple in the lat ter days: for yet the vision is for
many days” (Dan iel 10:14).

Before con tin u ing to the next usage of “the end of time,” it
should be remem bered that the proph e cies of Dan iel 2, 7, 8,
9, and 11 are all par al lel proph e cies, with more detail added
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dif fer ent angles of per spec tive used. As we under stand the
ear lier proph e cies, they will help us with the more detailed
later prophecies.

The third usage of the phrase “the time of the end” is found 
in Dan iel 11:40, “And at the time of the end shall the king of
the south push at him [king of the north]: and the king of the
north shall come against him [the king of the south] like a
whirl wind, with char i ots, and with horse men, and with many 
ships; and he shall enter into the coun tries, and shall over -
flow and pass over.” In this sequence of events, the king of
the north is the papacy and the king of the south is “a new
man i fes ta tion of 
satanic power”
(The Great Con -
t r o  v e r s y ,
p. 269), social is -
tic athe ism. Just
prior to verse
40, we find the
f o l  l o w  i n g
descrip tion con -
cern ing the king
of the north:

N e i  t h e r
shall he re -
gard the God
of his fa thers,
nor the de sire
of  women,
nor  re  gard
any god: for
he shall mag -
nify him self
above all. But 
in his es tate
shall he hon -
our the God of forces: and a god whom his fa thers knew
not shall he hon our with gold, and sil ver, and with pre -
cious stones, and pleas ant things. Thus shall he do in the
most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall ac -
knowl edge and in crease with glory: and he shall cause
them to rule over many, and shall di vide the land for gain.
(Dan iel 11:37-39)

This god which his fathers knew not is “a strange god” and
is a ref er ence to the trin itarian con cept of god which came
into Chris tian ity about three hun dred years after the time of
the apos tles. The events depicted in verse 37-39 hap pen
before “the time of the end.”

The fourth ref er ence to “the time of the end” is found in
Dan iel 12:4: “But thou, O Dan iel, shut up the words, and seal
the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and
fro, and knowl edge shall be increased.” This says that the
proph ecy of Dan iel is to be sealed until “the time of the end.”
Clearly, cer tain parts of Dan iel’s proph ecy were under stood

before 1798, but major por tions, espe cially the truth about
the 2300 days, were never under stood before that time.

As the mes sage of Christ’s first ad vent an nounced the
king dom of His grace, so the mes sage of His sec ond ad -
vent an nounces the king dom of His glory. And the sec ond
mes sage, like the first, is based on the proph e cies. The
words of the an gel to Dan iel re lat ing to the last days were
to be un der stood in the time of the end. At that time, “many 
shall run to and fro, and knowl edge shall be in creased.”
“The wicked shall do wick edly: and none of the wicked
shall un der stand; but the wise shall un der stand.” Dan iel

12:4 ,  10.  The
Sav iour Him self
has given signs of 
His com ing, and
He says, “When
ye see these
things come to
pass,  know ye
that the king dom
of God is nigh at
hand.” “And take
heed to  your  -
selves, lest at any
time your hearts
be over charged
with sur feit ing,
and drunk en ness,
and cares of this
life, and so that
day come upon
you un awares.”
“Watch ye there -
fore, and pray
al ways, that ye
may be ac -

counted wor thy to es cape all these things that shall come
to pass, and to stand be fore the Son of man.” Luke 21:31,
34, 36.  (The De sire of Ages, p. 234)

The fifth and last time the phrase “the time of the end” is
used in Scrip ture is found in Dan iel 12:9: “And he said, Go
thy way, Dan iel: for the words are closed up and sealed till
the time if the end.” This is a repetition of the com mand of
verse 4.

Until 1798, a cor rect under stand ing of the 2300 days of
Dan iel 8:14 was unknown and, indeed, could not be known,
for the proph ecy had been sealed until “the end of time.” But
after 1798, this proph ecy was stud ied, and men began to
preach it world wide. Wil liam Miller, a Bap tist, was the most
well-known preacher at that time, but there were many oth ers
who trum peted the “time of the end” had come and that proph -
ecy was being ful filled. And these clar ion calls were just on
time. His tory records no move ment of God prior to this time
that preached the judg ment hour mes sage had come.
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Dan iel was given vi sions from the days of Bab y lon to “the time of the end.”



No such mes sage has ever been given in past ages. Paul,
as we have seen, did not preach it; he pointed his breth ren
into the then far-dis tant fu ture for the com ing of the Lord.
The Re form ers did not pro claim it. Mar tin Lu ther placed
the judg ment about three hun dred years in the fu ture from
his day. But since 1798 the book of Dan iel has been un -
sealed, knowl edge of the proph e cies has in creased, and
many have pro claimed the sol emn mes sage of the
judgment near.

Like the great Ref or ma tion of the six teenth cen tury, the
ad vent move ment ap peared in dif fer ent coun tries of
Chris ten dom at the same time. In both Eu rope and Amer -
ica men of faith and prayer were led to the study of the
proph e cies, and, trac ing down the in spired re cord, they
saw con vinc ing ev i dence that the end of all things was at
hand. In dif fer ent lands there were iso lated bod ies of
Chris tians who, solely by the study of the Scrip tures, ar -
rived at the be lief that the Sav iour’s ad vent was near. (The
Great Con tro versy, pp. 356, 357)

Beloved, we are liv ing dur ing the judg ment time, “the
time of the end,” and though it has been 165 years since the
begin ning of the judg ment and 211 years since the end of the
1260 year proph ecy, do not allow Satan to fool you into
think ing that too much time has passed for these proph e cies
to be rel e vant and true. Remem ber that “the LORD seeth not
as man seeth” (1 Sam uel 16:7). Let us not walk by tem po ral
sight but by faith (2 Corin thi ans 5:7), and “faith com eth by
hear ing, and hear ing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17).
The word of God com mands us to:

Cast not away there fore your con fi dence, which hath
great recompence of re ward. For ye have need of pa tience,
that, af ter ye have done the will of God, ye might re ceive
the prom ise. For yet a lit tle while, and he that shall come
will come, and will not tarry. (He brews 10:35-37)

For the vi sion is yet for an ap pointed time, but at the end
it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; be -
cause it will surely come, it will not tarry. (Habakkuk 2:3)

God has not been wrong con cern ing the judg ment hour
mes sage, nor have his ser vants been wrong in pro claim ing
this mes sage. Just as the apos tles knew that they were liv ing
in “the last days,” we today know for a solid, immov able fact
that we are liv ing not only in “the last days” but within “the
end of time” and that we are at the end ing bor der of that time!
Just before the Bat tle of Tra fal gar on Octo ber 21, 1805, Lord
Nel son sig naled to the Brit ish Navy the sim ple mes sage:
“Eng land expects that every man will do his duty.” Dur ing
the bat tle he was mor tally wounded yet before he died, the
vic tory was in sight. As Nel son lay dying, he said: “Thank
God I have done my duty.” Beloved, there is a dying world to
be warned of the judg ment. If a man of the world like Lord
Nel son could do his duty, surely the ser vants of God can do
their duty, too. Will you do your duty? Will Jesus be able to

say to you, “Well done, thou good and faith ful ser vant: …
enter thou into the joy of thy lord” (Mat thew 25:21).

We are liv ing in the time of the end, when the judg ments
of God are in the land. Signs on ev ery hand show that the
agen cies of evil are strength en ing. Lu ci fer and his ser vants
are work ing with un ceas ing ac tiv ity. In this time of peril the
peo ple who keep the Sab bath of the fourth com mand ment
are to be awake to the sit u a tion, pre pared to re sist the at tacks 
of the en emy. While wick ed ness abounds on ev ery hand,
God’s peo ple are to be fully con trolled by the Holy Spirit.
Greater so lem nity and ear nest ness should be brought into
the work. All light and tri fling words should be left un spo -
ken. Be liev ers should speak and act as a peo ple who re al ize
the sol emn mean ing of the events tak ing place. (Aus tra lian
Un ion Con fer ence Re cord, April 15, 1912)

A ter ri ble con flict is be fore us. We are near ing the bat tle 
of the great day of God Al mighty. That which has been
held in con trol is to be let loose. The an gel of mercy is
fold ing her wings, pre par ing to step down from the throne, 
and leave the world to the con trol of Sa tan. The prin ci pal i -
ties and pow ers of earth are in bit ter re volt against the God
of heaven. They are filled with ha tred against those who
serve him, and soon, very soon, will be fought the last
great bat tle be tween good and evil. The earth is to be the
bat tle field – the scene of the fi nal con test and the fi nal vic -
tory. Here, where for so long Sa tan has led men against
God, re bel lion is to be for ever sup pressed.

God’s peo ple are to bear a bold, de cided tes ti mony for
the truth, un fold ing the pur poses of God by the wit ness of
pen and voice. In place af ter place, they are to pro claim the 
mes sage of God’s word. By con verted, sanc ti fied, holy
men and women the mes sage of warn ing is to be pro -
claimed, that the prayer may be an swered, “Thy king dom
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.”

All heaven is in ac tiv ity, and the an gels of God are wait -
ing to co-op er ate with those who will de vise plans by
which the souls for whom Christ died may hear the glad
tid ings of sal va tion. An gels who min is ter to those who
shall be heirs of sal va tion, are say ing to ev ery true saint,
“There is work for you to do. Go, stand and speak to the
peo ple all the words of this life.” (The Re view and Her ald,
May 13, 1902) ?
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remem ber their dear wives and fam i lies as they min is ter to
their needs.

We would also like to remem ber Wilbur Hargreaves in
prayer for his wife, Vera, who died last month after a long
ill ness.

“Con fess your faults one to another, and pray one for
another, that ye may be healed. The effec tual fer vent prayer
of a righ teous man availeth much” James 5:16.

“Prayer Re quests,” con tin ued from page 1



Cor po rate repen tance has become a well-known, if not a
well-under stood, term to those who are famil iar with the
1888 Mes sage Study Com mit tee. The con cept of cor po rate
repen tance in its most basic form is that the body of Christ is
respon si ble to repent of its cor po rate guilt, espe cially for the
guilt they con tinue to share in through par tic i pa tion in the
same sins of their spir i tual fore fa thers.

For sev eral years, it was the bur den of Elders Rob ert J.
Wieland and Don ald K. Short to call the church to repen tance 
for its rejec tion of the mes sage that Elders Jones and
Waggoner preached at the 1888 Gen eral Con fer ence ses sion
and there af ter. In the lat est issue of Glad Tid ings, we may
have a quiet exam ple of what the 1888 Mes sage Study Com -
mit tee could call cor po rate repen tance.

Start ing with the Octo ber issue, Glad Tid ings is begin ning
a series of stud ies on the fun da men tal beliefs of the church.
The Octo ber issue has a study on the first two beliefs: The
Holy Scrip tures and the Trin ity. It is the study on the trin ity
that we would like to exam ine in this arti cle. The study in
Glad Tid ings was writ ten by Ger ald Finneman, who is listed
as being on the evan ge lism edi to rial board of the mag a zine.

Inter est ingly, the title of the study is not “The Trin ity” but,
rather, “The God head.” Among some inde pend ent min is -
tries, there is a view of God that is not con sid ered to be
main stream Adven tist thought because these min is tries have
cho sen to not use the Cath o lic term trin ity and instead use the
term god head. This raises the ques tion as to what the main -
stream Adven tist teach ing about God actu ally is. There are
some mem bers of the church who truly believe the church
teaches that the trin ity is actu ally three co-equal and co-eter -
nal beings who are one in pur pose and nature. While this
sounds very much like the stan dard def i ni tion of the trin ity, it 
is actu ally incor rect in one key word. That word is the
replace ment of the word per sons with the word beings. The
ortho dox, or clas si cal, trin i tar ian doc trine teaches that God is 
one being with three co-equal and co-eter nal per sons. While
this may sound like a mat ter of seman tics, it is actually a very
critical issue.

Trin i tar i an ism teaches that God is one in nature and his
being is one. He is not con sid ered to be three dis tinct beings
as Peter, Andrew, and John were three dis tinct beings. Peter,
Andrew, and John were three beings, yet they could be con -
sid ered to have one mind, pur pose and goal because they
thought alike. This idea of three dif fer ent beings is con sid -
ered poly the ism and an anath ema to Adven tist, Cath o lic, and 
evan gel i cal trin i tar i ans.

The belief that there are three dif fer ent gods is called
tritheism, and this is cer tainly the belief of some inde pend ent
Sev enth-day Adven tists, as well as the belief of some mem -
bers in the pews. How ever, this belief is not kosher with the
Sev enth-day Adven tist state ment of beliefs, with the sem i -
nary at Andrews Uni ver sity, nor with the Hand book of
Sev enth-day Adven tist The ol ogy, also known as vol ume 12
of the Sev enth-day Adven tist Bible Com men tary. Notice the
fol low ing state ments:

 . . . since the God of the Bi ble is one and not many, all
the var i ous rev e la tions about Him pre sented through out
the Bi ble re fer to the same, one di vine re al ity and not to a
plu ral ity of di vine be ings. (Hand book of Sev enth-day Ad -
ven tist The ol ogy, p. 121; all em pha sis in this ar ti cle
sup plied unless otherwise noted)

Though other in ter pre ta tions have been sug gested . . .  it
is pos si ble to see that “a dis tinc tion in the di vine Be ing [sin -
gu lar] with re gard to a plu ral ity of per sons is here
rep re sented ...” (Ibid., p. 122)

In the be ing of God is an es sen tial coprimordiality of
three co equal, coeternal, nonoriginated per sons. (Ibid.,
p. 150)

The dan ger of Tritheism [three be ings in the god head]
in volved in this po si tion be comes real when the one ness of 
God is re duced to a mere unity con ceived in anal ogy to a
hu man so ci ety or a fel low ship of ac tion. Be yond such a
unity of ac tion, how ever, it is nec es sary to en vi sion God as 
the one sin gle re al ity which, in the very acts by which He
re veals Him self di rectly in his tory, tran scends the lim its of 
our hu man rea son. (Ibid.)

Within this arti cle pub lished by Glad Tid ings, the writer
appears to be care ful to walk within the bound aries of strict
trin i tar i an ism, care fully using the word per sons and not
beings.

The arti cle begins with a dis cus sion of Amos 4:13 as
quoted from the NKJV: “For behold, He who forms moun -
tains, And cre ates the wind, Who declares to man what his
thought is, And makes the morn ing dark ness, Who treads the
high places of the earth—The LORD God of hosts is His
name.” The arti cle observes that this verse, along with verse
12, expresses five attrib utes about God: his unlim ited power,
his abil ity to com mu ni cate with finite minds, his omni -
science, his rul er ship of all, and his omni pres ence.

It is also noted that the name of God in Amos 4:13 is “the
LORD God of hosts.” The author states that the “same word
for LORD is trans lated ‘I AM’ in Exod. 3:14 where God
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expresses His eter nal self-exis tence” (Ger ald Finneman,
Glad Tid ings, Octo ber 2009, p. 12). This is not exactly accu -
rate. The Hebrew word trans lated “LORD,” all cap i tals, in
Amos 4:13 is: hwhy – Yhwh, which is usu ally trans lated
today as Yahweh. The Hebrew word trans lated “I AM” in
Exo dus 3:14 is hyh – hayah. This word means to be or exist.
The word trans lated Yahweh (also known as the Tetra gram -
ma ton) is built off of the word hayah, but it is not the same
word. As the Theo log i cal Word book of the Old Tes ta ment
says:

A fi nal and brief word may be said about the mean ing
and in ter pre ta tion of Je ho vah/Yahweh. It seems be yond
doubt that the name con tains the verb haya [hayah] “to
be.” (vol. 1, p. 214)

The arti cle notes that Jesus claimed to be the “I AM,” as
recorded in John 8:56-59, and it is fur ther noted that Ellen
White sup ported this idea by stat ing that “in Christ is life
orig i nal, unborrowed, unde rived” (The Desire of Ages,
p. 530).

Finneman’s posi tion is stated to help pro mote the idea that
Jesus is coeternal with the Father. How ever, this teach ing of
the trin ity sadly takes the abil ity of Jesus to be God’s only
begot ten Son away from him, for if he is eternal in the same
way the Father is eternal, then he can not be his son in any real 
sense of the word. The great prob lem with this kind of teach -
ing is that it removes the love of God from the Chris tian. We
are told:

In this was man i fested the love of God to ward us, be -
cause that God sent his only be got ten Son into the world,
that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the
pro pi ti a tion for our sins. (1 John 4:9, 10)

The way God proves his love towards the sin ner is by the
great ness of the gift for his/her redemp tion. John fur ther
writes that “we love him, because he first loved us” (1 John
4:19). Man kind will not love God with out a dem on stra tion of 
God’s love first, and God says that dem on stra tion is made in
the gift of his only begot ten Son. This gift the trin ity doc trine
obscures; how ever, the truth of God’s word gives light upon
the subject.

Jesus stated, as recorded in John 5:26: “For as the Father
hath life in him self; so hath he given to the Son to have life in
him self.” This life that Jesus claimed to have was life from
and of the Father. But does that not mean it would be a
derived life and hence could not be “unde rived”? The Desire
of Ages was pub lished in 1898. A year ear lier, in the April 8,
1897 edi tion of The Signs of the Times, Ellen White stated:

The life of Christ was unborrowed. No one can take this
life from Him. “I lay it down of my self” (John 10:18), He
said. In Him was life, orig i nal, unborrowed, un de rived.
This life is not in her ent in man.

This cer tainly seems to bolster the argu ment of Finneman,
but we must read one more sen tence. Notice the next words
of Ellen White:

He [man] can pos sess it only through Christ. He can not
earn it; it is given him as a free gift if he will be lieve in
Christ as His per sonal Sav iour. (Ibid.)

Ellen White says that life “orig i nal, unborrowed, unde -
rived . . . is not inher ent in man” but in the next breath says
that we may have that life as a free gift from Christ. If I can
have this life, which must be the “orig i nal, unborrowed,
unde rived” life of God the Father given to me by Christ, then
cer tainly Christ may also have that same life given to him by
the Father. While some might ques tion Ellen White’s usage
of terms such as orig i nal, unborrowed, and unde rived, they
are actu ally per fect expres sions of the qual ity of life that God 
bestows upon the repen tant sinner.

The arti cle we are exam in ing now pro ceeds to Gen e sis
1:26 NKJV: “Let Us make man in Our image, accord ing to
Our like ness.” Notice that the pro nouns are cap i tal ized in the
New King James ver sion, although the Hebrew gram mar
does not demand it. You see, in both the orig i nal Hebrew and
Greek there were no lower case let ters, only what we today
con sider upper case let ters. This cap i tal iza tion has the effect
of plac ing in the mind of the reader the con cept of deity when
he reads these pro nouns because of the tra di tional usage of
cap i tal let ters in pro nouns for deity. While we do not dis -
agree with the impli ca tion of deity in this verse, you should
be aware of the lack of cap i tal iza tion in the orig i nal lan -
guages for your future study. The article then comments:

Then God [Elohim, plu ral] said [sin gu lar verb in He -
brew], “Let Us [plu ral] make [sin gu lar] man kind
[sin gu lar] in Our [plu ral] im age [sin gu lar] …” We ob serve 
here the unity and pur pose of co-ex ist ing eter nal di vine
Per sons. (Glad Tid ings, p. 13; bracket in ser tions by
Finneman)

Although the actual Hebrew text has one word that is
trans lated “Let Us make” and although we do not know of a
Hebrew gram mar rule that allows a word to be both plu ral
and sin gu lar at the same time, there are more impor tant
issues we should exam ine. Can we really derive (exe ge sis)
from this text “co-exist ing eter nal divine Per sons”? Before
we con tinue, we need to under stand who the “us” is in this
verse. The Bible teaches that God was not alone in his work
of cre ation.  

God, who at sun dry times and in di vers man ners spake
in time past unto the fa thers by the proph ets, Hath in these
last days spo ken unto us by his Son, whom he hath ap -
pointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the
worlds. (He brews 1:1, 2)

For by him were all things cre ated, that are in heaven,
and that are in earth, vis i ble and in vis i ble, whether they be
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thrones, or do min ions, or prin ci pal i ties, or pow ers: all
things were cre ated by him, and for him. (Colossians 1:16)

And to make all men see what is the fel low ship of the
mys tery, which from the be gin ning of the world hath been
hid in God, who cre ated all things by Je sus Christ. (Ephe -
sians 3:9)

These verses help us to see that the Father and the Son cre -
ated all things, and Ellen White agrees with this: “God said to 
his Son, ‘Let us make man in our image’” (Early Writ ings,
p. 145).

While we agree with Finneman that Gen e sis 1:26 teaches
a plu ral ity at work in cre ation, the verse does not state the
num ber involved. How ever, Ellen White does, and she men -
tions two and not three.

The next part of the arti cle dis cusses the prayer of Jesus for 
unity among the dis ci ples, and John 17:21-23 is quoted from
the NIV. The empha sis is that the dis ci ples “may be one as”
Christ and God are one. But the doc trine of the trin ity says
that the one ness of God is not sim ply in pur pose, as the
prayer of Jesus requests, but is also a one ness in nature and
being. How ever, the dis ci ples were not to be a multi-headed
being with 11 or 12 heads. Com ment ing upon this, Elder
James White wrote:

Je sus prayed that his dis ci ples might be one as he was
one with his Fa ther. This prayer did not con tem plate one
dis ci ple with twelve heads, but twelve dis ci ples, made one 
in ob ject and ef fort in the cause of their Mas ter. Nei ther are 
the Fa ther and the Son parts of one be ing. They are two
dis tinct be ings, yet one in the de sign and ac com plish ment
of re demp tion. The re deemed, from the first who shares in
the great re demp tion, to the last, all as cribe the hon our,
and glory, and praise, of their sal va tion, to both God and
the Lamb. (The Law and the Gos pel, p. 1)

Per haps John 17:3 would have been good to quote in this
arti cle: “And this is life eter nal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”

The arti cle then states that the plu ral ity of per sons in the
god head is spec i fied in Mat thew 28:19, where Jesus com -
mis sioned the dis ci ples to “teach all nations, bap tiz ing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost.” 

This text is prob a bly used more than any other verse in the
Bible to try to prove that God is a tri une being. This text is
typ i cally under stood to mean that when an apos tle or min is -
ter bap tizes some one, he is sup posed to bap tize them using
the for mula “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost.” But what is the record of the apos tles who
directly heard Jesus? Acts 2:38 records the first time this
com mand was car ried out. Peter said, “Repent, and be bap -
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remis sion of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.” Peter instructed these peo ple to be bap tized in the
name of Jesus Christ rather than in the names of three

sep a rate per sons. In Acts 10:48, Peter “com manded
[Cornelius and his breth ren] to be bap tized in the name of the
Lord.” From these verses, it is plain that Peter did n’t under -
stand Christ to have com manded him to baptize into a trinity.

Peter must have under stood the com mand of Jesus dif fer -
ently than most trin i tar i ans under stand it today. As we
con tinue in the book of Acts, we find that Peter was not alone
in his under stand ing of this com mand.

When Peter and John came to Samaria, they found a group
of peo ple who had been “bap tized in the name of the Lord
Jesus” (Acts 8:16).

Let us also con sider Paul, who claimed he received the
gos pel directly from Jesus Christ. When he vis ited Ephesus
and met some breth ren who had only been bap tized with
John’s bap tism, he instructed them about Christ, and the
Bible says “when they heard this, they were bap tized in the
name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 19:5).

There is no record in the Bible of any one bap tiz ing in three 
sep a rate names of three indi vid ual per sons. There are a few
pos si bil i ties that could explain why the dis ci ples always bap -
tized in the name of Jesus:

1) The dis ci ples may have been in direct rebel lion against
Jesus.

2) They may have mis un der stood what Jesus said.

3) Mat thew 28:19 may be a gloss. Per haps Jesus never
gave this com mand.

4) The dis ci ples under stood the com mand of Jesus dif fer -
ently than most trin i tar i ans under stand it today.

I do not believe that we can accept the first two pos si bil i -
ties. There is a rea son able amount of evi dence that the third
rea son may be true, but for the sake of argu ment, we will
reject it as a pos si bil ity. The fourth state ment, how ever,
offers a rea son able solu tion. Jesus was not try ing to teach us
that God is a trin ity or he would have been con tra dict ing
other state ments he had made and many state ments made by
other Bible writ ers. This verse says noth ing about God being
three per sons. How ever, Ephe sians 4:6 says that there is
“One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in you all.” The Bible uses the phrase God the Father
thir teen times, but it never says God the Son or God the Holy
Spirit.

To lit er ally bap tize some one in the name of a per son, we
must know the per son’s name. Yahweh (Jeho vah or other
sim i lar spell ings) is the per sonal name of the Father. Jesus
(Yahshua or other sim i lar spell ings) is the per sonal name of
the Son, but the Scrip ture nowhere gives a name for the Holy
Spirit. The Bible does not even hint that such a name exists,
so we can see that Jesus was not giv ing a spe cific for mula of
words for the preacher to recite at a bap tism. We know this,
first of all, because all the recorded exam ples of peo ple bap -
tiz ing after this com mand was given to show that it was done
in the name of Jesus. Secondly, it would not be pos si ble to lit -
er ally bap tize in the proper name of the Holy Spirit because
the Bible makes no men tion of such a name.
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The word name in the Bible often refers to a per son’s char -
ac ter. Jacob’s name was changed to Israel because his
char ac ter had changed. The word name in Mat thew 28:19 has
ref er ence to the char ac ter rather than to the proper names of
indi vid u als. Once we real ize that Christ was com mis sion ing
his dis ci ples to bap tize into the char ac ter of the Father, of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, it is eas ier for us to under stand his
words. This com mand is closely con nected with the com mand 
to teach. Christ wants his dis ci ples to under stand the truth
about God, his Son, and the Holy Spirit. All three of these are
vital in a Chris tian’s life. The Father loves us so much that he
gave his Son to die for our sins, and he gives his Spirit to guide
us in our lives. If a per son lacks the knowl edge and expe ri ence
of any of these aspects, his rela tion ship with God will suf fer.
This is why Christ spe cif i cally men tioned all three.

Con cern ing Mat thew 28:19, the arti cle by Finneman is
care ful in its com ments to men tion the term per son instead of 
being, but it is con fus ing in what it says next. Notice the
com ment:

In His com mis sion Je sus spoke spe cif i cally of three di -
vine Per sons who of course are more than one en tity, thus
mean ing that They are three dis tinct and in de pend ent,
co-equal and eter nal Per sons in the one God head. (Glad
Tid ings, Oc to ber 2009, p. 13)

The word in ques tion here is entity. The 1828 Noah Web -
ster Dic tio nary defines entity as: “Being; exis tence. For tune
is no real entity. 1. A real being, or spe cies of being.” A mod -
ern def i ni tion of entity is: “The fact of exis tence; being.
Some thing that exists inde pend ently, not rel a tive to other
things” (Amer i can Her i tage Dic tio nary). Now, if Brother
Finneman means being when he says entity, then he is unor -
tho dox, is teach ing tritheism, and is out of har mony with the
church’s fun da men tal beliefs. If he means per son by this
word, the sen tence becomes con fus ing, for if we replace
entity with per son, it would say:

In His com mis sion Je sus spoke spe cif i cally of three di -
vine Per sons who of course are more than one per son, thus 
mean ing that They are three dis tinct and in de pend ent,
co-equal and eter nal Per sons in the one Godhead.

If the mean ing of entity in the arti cle is sim ply “some thing
that exists inde pend ently, not rel a tive to other things” then
the para graph would state:

In His com mis sion Je sus spoke spe cif i cally of three di -
vine Per sons who of course are more than one thing that
ex ists in de pend ently, not rel a tive to other things, thus
mean ing that They are three dis tinct and in de pend ent,
co-equal and eter nal Per sons in the one God head.

This is cir cu lar rea son ing and con fus ing. But, of course,
the trin ity has been repeat edly described as a mys tery and
attempts to defend it are also con fus ing and mys te ri ous.

The arti cle closes with 2 Corin thi ans 13:14 and 1 Peter 1:2
used to prove the exis tence of “three divine Per sons in the

one God head.” But let us notice these texts. In 2 Corin thi ans
13:14, we read:

The grace of the Lord Je sus Christ, and the love of God,
and the com mu nion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all.
Amen.

Let us be clear. The denial of the trin i tar ian doc trine does
not nec es sar ily result in the denial of the exis tence of the
Lord Jesus Christ and/or the exis tence of the Spirit. If this
were so, we would become trin i tar i ans as quickly as pos si -
ble, but it is not so. Jesus spoke of the Spirit in a pos ses sive
sense; the Spirit belongs to some body. In Mat thew 10:19, 20, 
he said: “But when they deliver you up, take no thought how
or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same
hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the
Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.” Here Jesus
speaks of the Spirit as being “the Spirit of your Father.” Let
also notice what 2 Corinthains 13:14 is actu ally say ing. The
text speaks of 1) the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 2) the
love of God, and 3) the com mu nion of the Holy Ghost.

In this verse, the word God is used only once, and it is used
in ref er ence to a spe cific per son — God the Father. It is the
Father whose love is spo ken of in this verse, and accord ing to 
1 John 4:9, 10, he loves us so much that he gave his only
begot ten Son to give grace to us that we can be drawn into
com mu nion with them both through the Spirit. Jesus said,

If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Fa ther
will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our
abode with him. (John 14:23)
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Tasty Rec ipe

EU GENE’S SCRAM BLED TOFU

1 pound firm tofu
Salt to taste
1 table spoon paprika
1/4 tea spoon rose mary
1/8 tea spoon sage
1/8 tea spoon Ital ian sea son ing
1 medium onion
1 red or green pep per
Olive oil as needed for sautéing
 Sauté onion and pep per. Mix the remain ing ingre di -
ents with the tofu and add to the onions and pep pers.
Cover and cook at medium heat for 20 min utes. Stir
from time to time. Serves four. Bon appétit! ?

We greatly appre ci ate this sub mis sion by Eugene

Turturean. Edi tor

Con tin ued on page12



Those That Seek Me Early...
B---e--e—p   B---e--e--p  

B---e--e--p  screeched the alarm
clock. Oh, how loud it was, and
what a rude awak en ing to such a
sweet sleep! I quickly shut the
annoy ing alarm clock off and then
set tled down a lit tle more com fort ably
under the cov ers while I seri ously thought about
going back to sleep. The night seemed far too short, and the
bed was awfully cozy. After all, it was still dark out side, but
in the quiet still ness of the morn ing the last part of Prov erbs
8:17 flashed into my mind, pro claim ing: “Those that seek me 
early shall find me.” Then in my heart, I cried out: “Father, I
want to find thee this morn ing.”

There is some thing about those quiet morn ing hours
before the hus tle and bus tle of the day that is so spe cial, when 
it is just my God and me. It is there upon my knees and in
spend ing time in his word that I find strength for the day,
strength to meet the tri als and what ever else the day may
hold. Just as God says:

For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel; In
return ing and rest shall ye be saved; in qui et ness and in con fi -
dence shall be your strength (Isa iah 30:15).

We all need some time alone with God each day. It is not
enough to just have fam ily wor ship, group prayers, or go to
church. You can not have an inti mate rela tion ship with God by
those things alone. All these things help in our Chris tian walk,
but it is not the same as a one-on-one rela tion ship. You can not
pour out your heart to him and share with him your strug gles,
your sor rows, and your joys when you are not alone with God.
You can not find the strength you need for each trial if you do
not spend some quiet moments alone with him.

I know that many of us have very busy sched ules, but that is
all the more rea son to seek God every day on a per sonal level.
We need to take the time, even if we have to resched ule our
lives and leave some thing undone or get up ear lier. It can be
really dif fi cult to do, if we don’t have our pri or i ties straight,
but if it is impor tant to us, per sonal devo tions will become a
part of daily life. I find that when I neglect this time with God,
the day is so hard to get through! When I do spend time with
God, it’s a lot eas ier to be cheer ful and sweet and to face the tri -
als that come. I per son ally like early morn ings because it is
quiet, still, and so much eas ier to hear God speak ing to my
heart than at any other time. King David saw the value of
spend ing early morn ings with God, even in the busy life of a
king: “My voice shalt thou hear in the morn ing, O LORD; in
the morn ing will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look
up” (Psalms 5:3). Maybe there are cir cum stances in your life
that pre vent you from seek ing God in the early morn ing hours, 
but do not let cir cum stances con trol you. Put first things first
and spend time with God to build a per sonal rela tion ship with
him. This is vital to the Chris tian life.

God longs to spend that time with you each day, and he is
wait ing to give you peace and strength. May God not pro -
claim to us “and ye would not” (Isa iah 30:15)! Will you join
me in tak ing time each day with God, learn ing to put your
con fi dence in him more and more? Those moments will be
some of the most pre cious you will ever have. It is there you
will find peace. It is there you will learn God’s will for you
and find strength to per form it.

Elyssa Sims
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The best time to seek God is early in the morn ing.

Elyssa Sims loves to help around the house and even to
help gather the fire wood!



Finding My True Identity in Christ
by Adrianna Turturean

Ear lier in my life, I wished to develop a life style of con tin ual
praise to God. I had a need to keep things in per spec tive by
real iz ing who God is and who I am not! I also needed to know 
God (not merely about God but to know him for whom he
really is), and to define my own iden tity in rela tion to God
and to myself.

To make myself clearer, allow me, please, to intro duce you 
to whom I was in the past, and this will bring me to whom I
am now.

I am a uni ver sity grad u ate from Europe, and I earned a
mas ter’s degree in hydrau lics. When I moved to Can ada, my
cre den tials of aca demic stand ing were sub mit ted to the Com -
par a tive Edu ca tion Ser vice of the Uni ver sity of Toronto for
inter pre ta tion and appraisal. Accord ing to my cre den tials, I
was able to reg is ter for an occu pa tion, and I chose a career in
social hous ing. I served in dif fer ent admin is tra tive posi tions
in the begin ning and later was pro moted to more respon si ble
posi tions. Before too long, I was a Social Hous ing Man ager
at the Min is try level in Toronto. That was it for me! It was the
reward of my life time!

As a mid dle-aged emi grant from Roma nia who started
from noth ing, it was more than I could dream. I felt ful filled;
I could not desire more. I became pow er ful and suc cess ful in
a very short time  not just in any obscure coun try, but in North
Amer ica. Friends and rel a tives in my entou rage where
amazed and some times cov et ous. Noth ing could stop me. It
was my career, after all. It was my time, my strength, my
mind, and my influ ence. It was my iden tity and who I wanted
to be. 

Lit tle did I know how much I was dis pleas ing God.
Because God is a jeal ous God, he wanted to be first in my
life, and he wanted 100% of me. Noth ing less. There fore,
when reces sion hit the coun try, God allowed me to lose my
job. Although I received a gen er ous sev er ance pack age when 
I left, I suf fered the loss and found myself shortly back to
noth ing. Above all, I lost my iden tity again. How many times
was this sce nario hap pen ing and why?! Did n’t I faith fully
pay tithe on all my earn ings? Did n’t I attend church reg u -
larly, read my Scrip tures, and work like I was in the pres ence
of the Lord? I thought I was a good Chris tian! How come I
failed? The answer is sim ple: I served self all my life,
although I thought I was serv ing God.

But now, it could be the last call for me. God had chal -
lenged me many times in my life time, and I always
pro cras ti nated. As I look back, I believe I was on the fringes
this time! I had to decide it’s either God or self again. I had to
choose to serve him 100% and for get about serv ing self or I
would be lost. It was an either/or deci sion, and I knew it. I’m
sure there comes a time in every one’s life to make this deci -
sion, and now it was my time.

I was not only fac ing God’s chal lenge, but a new dif fi culty
arose: I lost my iden tity as a Chris tian, too. I had become a
mixed-up Chris tian over the years. With all the con fu sion
going on in the church, with all the winds of doc trine, and
with the many inde pend ent min is tries, where was I to turn to
wor ship the truth?

I badly wanted answers to my ques tions; I could not allow
myself to be deceived. Time was run ning out for me, and pro -
fes sion only was no lon ger an option. At this time, because I
was dil i gently search ing for truth, God, in his prov i dence,
put me in touch with Smyrna Gos pel Min is tries and the
teach ings they pro mote. And it’s time for me to tell you how
much the arti cles in Old Paths have impacted me. I went over 
and over arti cles about the doc trine of God, about the nature
of sin, about the nature of Christ, about the Holy Spirit, and
about the three angels’ mes sages and Rev e la tion 14 and 18.
While my hus band, Eugene, and I stud ied the Old Paths with
the Scrip tures, God’s Spirit impressed us, and we became
aware more and more that what we were study ing was the
truth about God.

We would like you to know that the arti cles in Old Paths
accom plished a major con tri bu tion in help ing me find my
iden tity as a Chris tian. They have helped me under stand that
I have a mis sion to pro claim the three angels’ mes sages, but
first I needed to define my iden tity. I needed to under stand
who I am and take a stand for it. I needed to believe first and
then apply what I believe. 

God works in mys te ri ous ways with us but very effec -
tively when we allow him. The arti cles in Old Paths ful filled
God’s pur pose in my life. Thank you, and God bless. ?
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Please observe that Paul did not say we would com mune
with the Holy Ghost, but he speaks “of the com mu nion of the
Holy Ghost.” What does he mean by this? When Paul spoke
of the com mu nion of the Holy Ghost, he was show ing how
our com mu nion would be. It would be by the means of the
Holy Spirit that we would com mune, or have fel low ship,
with God and Jesus Christ. 1 John 1:3 states: “That which we
have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may
have fel low ship with us: and truly our fel low ship is with the
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”

Accord ing to John, we have fel low ship with the Father
and with his Son through the Holy Spirit. Paul wanted this
expe ri ence to remain with the Chris tians in Cor inth and also
with us today, an expe ri ence of true fel low ship with the
Father and with his Son through the Holy Spirit.

Finally, 1 Peter 1:2 states: “Elect accord ing to the fore -
know ledge of God the Father, through sanc ti fi ca tion of the
Spirit, unto obe di ence and sprin kling of the blood of Jesus
Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be mul ti plied.” This verse 
men tions “God the Father,” a term found thir teen times in the 
Bible (John 6:27; 1 Corin thi ans 8:6; Galatians 1:1, 3; Ephe -
sians 6:23; Philippians 2:11; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Tim o thy
1:2; Titus 1:4; 1 Peter 1:2; 2 Peter 1:17; 2 John 1:3; Jude 1:1).
Inter est ingly, this phrase is found well over one hun dred
times in the writ ings of Ellen White, but the terms God the
Son and God the Holy Spirit are never found in inspi ra tion
any where –– not in the Bible nor the writ ings of Ellen White.
First Peter 1:2 speaks of Jesus Christ and of sanc ti fi ca tion of
the Spirit, but it does not say that these are coequal, eter nal
per sons with God the Father.

We are sure that Brother Finneman is a fine per son; we
would even call him a fine being. Under the cir cum stances,
he has done as good a job try ing to defend the con cept of the
trinity in a short arti cle as any one could do, but it is hard to
explain a mys tery in an non-mys te ri ous man ner. How much
more sim ple it is to accept the plain state ments of the Bible
that the early Adven tists accepted.

We began our study by men tion ing cor po rate repen tance,
and we sug gested Finneman’s arti cle was a quiet attempt at
this. We sug gested this because Finneman believes that the
pio neers taught a dam na ble doc trine in the dis tinctly non-trin -
i tar ian posi tion they all took. Though noth ing is men tioned in
the arti cle about a rad i cal change in belief from the pio neers,
Brother Finneman is well-acquainted with the change. Per -
haps he has never con sid ered that the “new light” of the trin ity
(as some claim it is) pro vides a means for the church to cor po -
rately repent for hav ing taught what he and the church believe
to be her esy — non-trin i tar i an ism. In this respect, the main line 
church has done better than the inde pend ents, for the cor po -
rate church has been very vocal in the last few years
con cern ing their repen tance towards the non-trin i tar ian doc -
trine of God. They openly state their belief that the pio neers
were wrong in their under stand ing of God and that we now

have left that posi tion behind, never to return to it. That does,
indeed, sound like healthy cor po rate repen tance. The only
prob lem with this is that they are repent ing for the pio neers’
accep tance of truth, and in this repen tance they are reject ing
truth for error. Ellen White wrote in 1905:

In re view ing our past his tory, hav ing trav eled over ev -
ery step of ad vance to our pres ent stand ing, I can say,
Praise God! As I see what the Lord has wrought, I am filled 
with as ton ish ment, and with con fi dence in Christ as
leader. We have noth ing to fear for the fu ture, ex cept as we
shall for get the way the Lord has led us, and His teach ing
in our past his tory. (Life Sketches, p. 196)

This state ment, though pub lished in Life Sketches in 1915,
was first pub lished in 1893 in the Gen eral Con fer ence Daily
Bul le tin of Jan u ary 29. Long before trin i tar i an ism had come
into the church and even five years before The Desire of Ages
was pub lished, Ellen White tes ti fied to the lead ing of God
among his peo ple and “His teach ing in [their] … past his -
tory.” How sad that this les son has been lost today. As for me, 
I agree with what Ellen White wrote in Life Sketches and also
with what Paul said, as recorded in Acts 24:14: “But this I
con fess unto thee, that after the way which they call her esy,
so wor ship I the God of my fathers, believ ing all things
which are writ ten in the law and in the prophets.”

Additional Thoughts

Within the twenty-eight fun da men tal beliefs of the Sev -
enth-day Adven tist Church, there are four state ments that
directly deal with the doc trine of God. State ment 2 is on the
“Trin ity,” while state ment 3 is spe cif i cally on the “Father.”
State ment 4 is on the “Son,” and state ment 5 is on the “Holy
Spirit.” Included in the Octo ber 2009 issue of Glad Tid ings
are two arti cles writ ten by A. T. Jones that were orig i nally
pub lished in 1894 as edi to ri als in two con sec u tive issues of
The Amer i can Sen ti nel (vol. 9, nos. 24, 25). These stud ies
were not given any title in The Amer i can Sen ti nel except to
be des ig nated as edi to ri als. In Glad Tid ings, the first arti cle
by Jones is enti tled “Holy Spirit” and sub ti tled “The Real
Pres ence,” and his sec ond arti cle is enti tled “The Real Pres -
ence of Christ” and sub ti tled “In You Or In the Eucha rist?”

These stud ies by Jones are not a sys tem atic pre sen ta tion
on the Holy Spirit and if they are intended to be a part of the
Glad Tid ings series on the fun da men tal beliefs, then state -
ments 3 and 4 on the Father and the Son have been missed.
These editorials by A. T. Jones are actu ally very good, and
we rec om mend them for reading. How ever, the top of the
pages for these arti cles have a bor der with the header
inscribed “Trin ity,” just the same as is found on their arti cle
enti tled “The God head.” With such a header, the reader has
the impres sion that the arti cles sup port the trin itarian doc -
trine. How ever, a care ful read ing of the arti cles does not
reveal any such teach ing, but reveals, instead, how we
receive the pres ence of Christ by his Spirit. The empha sis in
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the first arti cle is summed up well by the last two para graphs
of the study:

THUS “God who com manded the light to shine out of
dark ness hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowl edge of the glory of God in the face of Je sus Christ.
And this trea sure we have in earthen ves sels, that the ex -
cel lency of the power may be of God, and not of us. . . .
Al ways bear ing about in the body the dy ing of the Lord Je -
sus, that the life also of Je sus might be made man i fest in
our body. For we which live are al ways de liv ered unto
death for Je sus’ sake that the life also of Je sus might be
made man i fest in our mor tal flesh.” 2 Cor. 4:6, 7, 10. “For I 
through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto
God. I am cru ci fied with Christ; nev er the less I live; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live in
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave him self for me.” Gal. 2:19, 20.

SUCH is the Scrip ture doc trine, the true doc trine, of the
real pres ence of Christ with his peo ple and in his peo ple. It
is the pres ence of Christ him self in the be liever by the cre -
ative power and over shad ow ing of the Spirit of God. This
is the mys tery of God. Col. 1:26, 27. (The Amer i can
Sentinel, June 14, 1894)

The sec ond arti cle con trasts the pres ence of Christ in the
life of the believer with the eucha rist. In this arti cle, Jones’
sum ma tion is excel lent: 

The Chris tian truth of the real pres ence of Christ con -
verts the soul of the be liever: the pa pal dogma pre tends to
con vert the bread and wine. The Chris tian truth of the real
pres ence of Christ be lieved, makes man sub ject to God in
ev ery thing; the pa pal dogma makes God sub ject to man in
ev ery thing. The preach ing of the Chris tian truth of the real 
pres ence of Christ in the be liever, is the rev e la tion of the
mys tery of God; the preach ing of the pa pal dogma of the
real pres ence is the proc la ma tion of the mys tery of in iq -
uity. The Chris tian truth of the real pres ence of Christ is
the sum of the mys tery of God; the pa pal dogma of the real
pres ence is the sum of the mys tery of in iq uity. (The Amer i -
can Sen ti nel, June 21, 1894)

To use these arti cles under the head ing of “Trin ity” is a
dis ser vice to Jones, who by his writ ings clearly did not
believe in the trin ity. Notice the fol low ing state ment which
clearly por trays Jesus as being the Son of God before the
incar na tion:

He was born of the Holy Ghost. In other words, Je sus
Christ was born again. He came from heaven, God’s
first-born, to the earth, and was born again. But all in
Christ’s work goes by op po sites for us: He, the sin less one, 
was made to be sin in or der that we might be made the righ -
teous ness of God in Him. He, the liv ing One, the Prince
and Au thor of life, died that we might live. He whose
goings forth have been from the days of eter nity, the

first-born of God, was born again in or der that we might be 
born again. (The Re view and Her ald, Au gust 1, 1899)
(This is also found in Les sons on Faith, page 154.)

Jones also called the trinity a “Cath o lic doctrine”:

An other, and the most no ta ble of all the vic tims of Cal -
vin’s the oc racy, was Servetus, who had op posed the
Cath o lic doc trine of the Trin ity, and also in fant bap tism;
and had pub lished a book en ti tled “Chris tian ity Re stored,” 
in which he de clared his sen ti ments. (The Two Re pub lics,
p. 590; 1891)

In Jones’ book The Two Repub lics, Chap ter 14
(pp. 329-396) is enti tled “The Estab lish ment of the Cath o lic
Faith.” This chap ter is a his tor i cal account of the Coun cil of
Nicea, at which council the frame work of the doc trine of the
trin ity was estab lished. Thus, Jones believed that the trin ity
was the basis for the estab lish ment of the great har lot of Rev -
e la tion 17. Chap ter 16 (pp. 383-402) in The Two Repub lics is
enti tled “The Cath o lic Faith Re-Estab lished.”  This chap ter
gives a his tor i cal account of the Coun cil of Con stan ti no ple.
These chap ters also include the pro-trin i tar ian creeds
declared in these respective Councils.

Beloved, if there was ever a time when God’s peo ple
needed glad tid ings, or good news, instead of the creeds of
the coun cils, it cer tainly is today. To be rec on ciled to the God
of truth requires one to receive truth, for we are told that “the
righ teous ness of Christ, . . .  is pure, unadul ter ated truth”
(Tes ti mo nies to Min is ters and Gos pel Work ers, p. 65). ?
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Season’s Greeting Tracts
The hol i day sea son will soon be here. Most of the
world will be spend ing money for gifts and dec o ra -
tions. Some will attempt to ignore the sea son because
of its pagan ties. We believe that this is a time of year
when many hearts are open to receive the gos pel who
would oth er wise not lis ten. We have pub lished a tract
in the form of a card that can be shared with oth ers at
this time of the year and have found it to be one of the
eas i est tracts to share when accom pa nied with a sin -
cere smile!

The first two para graphs of the tract are taken from a
sec tion of the Adven tist Home enti tled “Christ mas is
Com ing.” This is fol lowed by a short Bible study on
God’s love in giv ing his only begot ten Son for our sins. 
The tract ends with an appeal for read ers to give their
lives to the Lord and offers a free copy of the Shel ter in
the Storm ver sion of Steps to Christ.

The cost of pro duc tion and mail ing is $7.50/100.
Enve lopes are avail able for mail ing if you so request.
If you are inter ested in obtain ing cop ies of this tract,
please let us know as soon as pos si ble, so we will be
able to get them to you before the sea son starts. ?



144,000! Really!
The Adven tist Review’s lead arti cle for the Octo ber 22, 2009
issue is enti tled “Just 144,000? Really?” This arti cle was
writ ten by Ganoune Diop, Ph.D., who is direc tor of the Cen -
ters for the Study of World Reli gions and Phi los o phies for
the Gen eral Con fer ence of Sev enth-day Adven tists.

The arti cle attempts to explain four aspects of the 144,000: 
1. “The 144,000 are asso ci ated with the idea of stand ing.”
They stand for Christ while upon the earth and will stand
with him upon Mount Zion. 2. “The 144,000 are spared and
sealed.” They will not expe ri ence the neg a tive side of judg -
ment or the seven last plagues. They are eter nally sealed for
Christ. 3. “The 144,000 are called ser vants,” with an empha -
sis upon their wor ship of God. After explaining these aspects 
of the 144,000, Dr. Diop states:

The num ber 144,000 is a sym bolic num ber that re fers to
the to tal ity of God’s peo ple liv ing through the great trib u -
la tions and de cep tions of the end-time. They come out
vic to ri ous over the end-time chal lenges or ches trated by
the antitrinity de scribed in Rev e la tion 12 and 13—the
dragon that mim ics God the Fa ther, the antichrist, and the
coun ter feit Holy Spirit (em pha sis sup plied).

Early Sev enth-day Adven tists believed the 144,000 to be
lit eral in num ber. When the breth ren were first com ing
together and were few in number, some must have won dered
where God would find 144,000 faith ful souls. The
literal-num ber view pre vailed for sev eral years. Help ing to
drive that posi tion were state ments from Ellen White which
Dr. Diop failed to men tion in his arti cle. As early as 1846
Ellen White noted:

The liv ing saints, 144,000 in num ber, knew and un der -
stood the voice, while the wicked thought it was thun der
and an earth quake. (Broad side, To the Lit tle Rem nant
Scat tered Abroad, para graph 2)

These exact words were pub lished at least five other times
while Sis ter White was alive. (For exam ple, see Early Writ -
ings, page 15 and Tes ti mo nies for the Church, volume 1, page 
59.) Joseph Bates accepted this posi tion, for he wrote in
1848:

We be lieve, what I shall at tempt to prove by-and-by,
that there will be 144,000 saved at the com ing of Je sus.
(A Vin di ca tion of the Sev enth-day Sab bath, and the Com -
mand ments of God, p. 184)

Ste phen Haskell wrote: “There are 144,000 of the sealed
ones. Many chil dren of God are dying daily who have never
had their atten tion called to this truth, and are saved among
the innu mer a ble com pany. Rev. 7:9” (Bible Hand book,
p. 89). Clearly, Haskell did not see the 144,000 as a sym bolic
num ber. James White wrote, “When this work [the seal ing]
was accom plished, 144,000 were found to be sealed”

(Adven tist Review and Sab bath Her ald, Decem ber 9, 1851).
Elder White’s arti cle will be reprinted in Old Paths next
month for your con sid er ation and study.

With the small num ber of Adven tists in the mid-1800s, we
can see it took a great deal of faith to believe that the 144,000
were a lit eral num ber. Today, with a church that has a rap idly
grow ing mem ber ship of over 16,000,000, the num ber
144,000 seems pretty small, not even 1/100 of the mem ber -
ship! Yet, when we con sider the coun sels of Ellen White
about how unpre pared the peo ple were for the com ing of
Jesus in her day and add to that the lack of depth that many
so-called con verts have today, we can eas ily begin to won -
der, as the pio neers must have, where will the Lord find
144,000? The Bible speaks of mar tyrs in the last days (Rev e -
la tion 16:6; 17:6), and per haps some of these come from the
ranks of those who now pro fess to keep the com mand ments
of God.

God will have 144,000 “in num ber”! Really! There will be 
a group of peo ple that have pledged them selves to remain
loyal to God at any cost, and they give glory and honor to him 
as no group has ever done or will ever do.

The 144,000 are a very spe cial group with a very spe cial
expe ri ence, and they will have spe cial priv i leges. They alone 
go into the tem ple of God in heaven (Early Writ ings, page
19). They sing a song of expe ri ence that nobody else can sing 
because they will have had an expe ri ence such as nobody
before has ever had (Rev e la tion 14:3; The Great Con tro -
versy, page 649). “The names of the one hun dred and
forty-four thou sand were engraved in let ters of gold” (Early
Writ ings, p. 19) in tables of stone. No won der we are told to
“strive with all the power that God has given us to be among
the hun dred and forty-four thou sand” (The Review and Her -
ald, March 9, 1905).

Sal va tion is open to all, but only a few will accept the gra -
cious offer of God. Jesus described his peo ple as a “lit tle
flock” (Luke 12:32). Fewer still will be those among the
144,000.

There are a few char ac ter is tics of the 144,000 we wish to
note before clos ing. Firstly, this peo ple have no guile or
deceit in their mouths (Rev e la tion 14:5). Sec ondly, they
have the “Father’s name writ ten in their fore heads” (Rev e la -
tion 14:1). Accord ing to Rev e la tion 3:12, it is the church in
Philadelphia, not Laodicea, who have the Father’s name
writ ten in their fore heads.

Not to miss a chance to pro mote the trin ity, Dr. Diop
writes, near the end of the arti cle: “They are sealed for an
eter nal life of wor ship and fel low ship with the God of
love—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” The 144,000 are
directly men tioned only in the book of Rev e la tion. Rev e la -
tion gives more infor ma tion of what hap pens in heaven than
any other source. Jesus prayed that God’s “will be done in
earth, as it is in heaven” (Mat thew 6:10). If we wish to wor -
ship and serve God prop erly on earth, let us study how it
hap pens in heaven as revealed in the Rev e la tion. A check of
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the book of Rev e la tion does not reveal a sin gle place where
the Holy Spirit is wor shiped; but instead only God and the
Lamb are wor shiped (Rev e la tion 5:13; 21:22). The 144,000
will wor ship God in heaven per fectly because they will have
learned to first wor ship him here per fectly. Let us strive with
all our God-given power to be among that group and to bring

honor and glory to God. Jesus says that the gate is straight
and the path nar row that leads to eter nal life (Mat thew 7:14),
but it is broad enough, broth ers and sis ters, for every one who
wishes to enter thereat.

Allen Stump

Quiz on Job 20, 21
1. Who is the speaker in Job chap ter 20?

2. What is the inter nal state of the speaker in Job 20:2?

3. What verse in chap ter 19 could the speaker be refer ring to in
Job 20:3?

4. What source for author ity is the speaker appeal ing to in Job
20:4?

5. What is the basic argu ment in Job 20?

6. In Job 20:19, the speaker accuses Job of for sak ing the poor.
Look ahead in the book of Job and find a state ment from Job
that denies this and give the ref er ence.

7. Para phrase Job 20:24, 25.

8. Job 20:27 is a state ment in oppo si tion to what state ment of
Job’s found in _____? (chap ter and verse)

9. Like Bildad, Zophar all but directly calls Job “wicked” (Job
20:29). What les son can we learn from this? Com pare Mat -
thew 7:1.

10. In Job’s response, he tells his friends that he is going to say
some thing so rev o lu tion ary to them that they will be aston -
ished (Job 21:5). Give a sum mary of what he said that was
con trary to what they had said that aston ished them.

11. Find and list with verses Job’s con trast ing points to the state -
ments in Job 15:20; 18:19; and 20:24.

12. Who does Job 21:15 remind one of in the his tory of the chil -
dren of Israel? Find a ref er ence.

13. Job argues that chil dren are not pun ished for the sins of their
fathers. Which verse in chap ter 21 states this?

14. What is a sum mary of the point that Job is mak ing in Job
21:23-25?

15. While the wicked may pros per upon this earth, what does Job
say about their final end? In what New Tes ta ment verse does
the apos tle who was cru ci fied upside down say the same
thing?

16. What has Job declared about his “friends” in Job 21:34?

Answers to Quiz on Job 18, 19

1. Bildad is the speaker in Job chap ter 18.

2. Bildad might have felt his state ment in Job 18:3 was sup -
ported by the words of Job in Job 16:11: “God hath deliv ered
me to the ungodly, and turned me over into the hands of the
wicked.”

3.In verses 5 and 21, Bildad clas si fies Job with the wicked who
know not God.

4. In verses 5-21 the calam i ties of the wicked are spo ken of as
fall ing into or being snared by a trap six times. Verse 7-cast
him down; verse 8-cast into a net, walketh upon a snare;
verse 9-the gin shall take him; and verse 10- the snare is laid
and a trap in the way. 

5. The “brim stone” of Job 18:15 might have ref er ence to the fire 
from heaven (light en ing) that destroyed Job’s sheep.

6. In Job 19:1, Job explained that his friends were tor ment ing
his very heart. His body was already vexed with boils, but now 
his friends were vex ing his spirit/mind (nephesh).

7. In Job 19:2, Job says that he had been reproached ten times,
yet there have only been five speeches by his friends at this
time. We account for this by under stand ing that the phrase
“ten times” appears to be a round expres sion rep re sent ing
many and not nec es sar ily an exact num ber. See Gen e sis
31:14; Num bers 14:22; and Nehemiah 4:12. There is a prin ci -
ple of Bible inter pre ta tion called “first usage rule.” The first
usage is used to explain later usages of a phrase. Since Job is
the first book of the Bible, it is the stan dard for first usage and
since Job had only been reproached five times, we feel that it
is a rounded sym bolic num ber, unless there were five
reproaches that are not listed or known of, but there is no
other evi dence for such and it seems unlikely.

8. The “He” and “His” that Job is speak ing of in Job19:8-13 is
God. This tells us, at this time, that Job believed God had over -
thrown him and com passed him about with his net.

9. The sig nif i cance of the expres sion “he counteth me” in Job
19:11 is that Job was think ing, I am not an enemy to God; I
know that can not be, but he is count ing me as such for some
rea son I can not know.

10. Job 19:20 indi cates that Job’s phys i cal con di tion had wasted
away, with no mus cle or fat left.

11. The Hebrew word for “book” in Job 19:23 is cepher.

12. The Hebrew word trans lated “redeemer” in Job 19:25 is Ga’al. 
In the book of Ruth it is also trans lated: To act as kins man.

13. Though the worms would eat his flesh, Job expressed hope
that he would yet see God in his flesh.

14. In Job 19:28, Job is rep re sent ing his friends as say ing that they
can be cruel to him due to his sin, but he warns them about
the judg ment in Job 19:29. ?



Faith ful ness in Con fess ing Christ
by El len G. White

(The fol low ing arti cle is timely for many rea sons, and we
encour age all to read it care fully. Of spe cial inter est is the
state ment con cern ing Christ mas and New Year, where Ellen
White puts a bal ance to the issue and teaches that effec tive
mis sion ary work can be done for the poor dur ing that time of
the year, when their hearts can be touched in a spe cial man -
ner as we work dis in ter est edly for them. Edi tor)

“Who so ever there fore shall con fess Me before men, him will I 
con fess also before My Father which is in heaven” [Mat thew
10:32]. Do you con fess Christ in your expen di ture of His
entrusted means? Is He con fessed when most of your income 
is spent on self, when the Lord’s tenth is with held, and when
gifts and offer ings are used for your own plea sure and ben e -
fit? It would not be out of place for you to head a col umn in
your domes tic account book “Char ity.” Had you done this,
and had you put down all that you have spent for self, and all
that you have used for char ity, the list of that spent for self
would make a large amount; but how would your col umn set
apart for char ity come out? Again I urge you to ask your self,
Do I con fess Christ in my expen di ture? Head ing a col umn of
your account book “Char ity” would make a rev e la tion to
you. No other human eye may see that book but your self, but
the Lord Jesus Christ sees it, and your reward in the day of
reck on ing will be in accor dance with your works.

When the ques tion is asked those who have pro fessed to
be Chris tians, “How much owest thou unto my Lord?” many
will stand silent and con victed, unpre pared to answer,
because they have not con sid ered the Lord’s dues and have
set apart noth ing for char ity. Have you been for ward with
gifts and offer ings? Would not an exam i na tion of your
account book reveal that you have neglected your duty in this 
respect? 

If Christ had that which is His own in tithes and offer ings,
so much would not be left for self ish out lay on nicknacks and 
dis play. Less would be spent for dress, for plea sure excur -
sions, for enter tain ments, or for dis play in table fare. We may 
con fess Christ by mak ing no elab o rate prep a ra tions for vis i -
tors; we may deny Him by mak ing more than ordi nary
prep a ra tions, which takes time that rightly belongs to the
Lord. Not only do you rob your fam ily of the atten tion they
need, in order to pre pare an elab o rate enter tain ment, but the
prac tice is fol lowed by oth ers whom you have influ enced by
your exam ple. The Lord does not judge us accord ing to the
high ness and ele va tion of our var i ous spheres, but accord ing
to the faith ful ness with which we fill them. Before you enter
into amuse ment for the grat i fi ca tion of self, ask your self the
ques tion, Is not this God’s time and money that I am expend -
ing need lessly? Open your account book and see how your
account stands with God, with your house hold, and with the
world.

Have you con fessed Christ by faith fully tith ing the mint,
the anise, and the rue? When we give the Lord the tithe, we
are only giv ing Him that which is His own, to with hold
which is theft and rob bery. When we with hold the tithe we
keep back that which God designs shall sus tain His work on
the earth. For this work of redemp tion God gave the rich est
gift of heaven; can we not give one tenth of what we have?
Many have for got ten God, and have kept back the tithe. Does 
your account book reveal that you have dealt faith fully with
your Lord? Are you poor? Then give your lit tle. Have you
been blessed with abun dance? Then be sure to lay aside that
which the Lord reg is ters as His own. 

By deal ing truly with God, we really deal much more
benev o lently with our selves; for when the great day of reck -
on ing comes, every man will be asked, What have you done
with the goods which I lent you? As we con sider this ques -
tion many of us need to walk more hum bly and with greater
self-denial before God. All who feel it a cross not to keep up
an appear ance in the eyes of the world, I would point to the
life and work of Christ, who for our sake became poor, that
we through His pov erty might be made rich. The fear of not
keep ing up an appear ance need not exist; for an appro pri ate
course of action will bring honor rather than dis credit from
all sen si ble minds. Con fess Christ in this par tic u lar; for He
has said, “If any man will come after Me, let him deny him -
self, and take up his cross daily, and fol low Me” [Luke 9:23].
The neglect to con fess Christ in your account books cuts you
off from the great priv i lege of hav ing your name reg is tered in 
the Lamb’s book of life.

Do you con fess Christ by vis it ing the sick, the needy, and
the poor? “Pure reli gion and unde filed before God and the
Father is this, To visit the father less and wid ows in their
afflic tion, and to keep him self unspot ted from the world”
[James 1:27]. Do your works tes tify, “I am cru ci fied with
Christ: nev er the less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Him self for me”?
[Galatians 2:20].

As Christ rep re sented the Father to the world, so we are to
rep re sent Christ; and every induce ment is pre sented to us
that we may rep re sent Christ by keep ing the way of the Lord,
and faith fully liv ing out every require ment of His Word. This 
is the power of the gos pel. By doing this we will be as lights
shin ing in a dark place, and will be of more value to the world 
than ser mons or reli gious cer e mo nies. The world is watch ing 
us, and will crit i cize us severely. We are con stantly mak ing
an impres sion, favor able or unfa vor able, upon those with
whom we asso ci ate. Through us oth ers will look at Christ,
but unless we prac tice the les sons of Christ, we are none of
His, and can not prop erly rep re sent Him. Cheer ful ness will
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be the fruit borne by the Chris tian tree, but lev ity and coarse,
unruly con duct are as thorn ber ries.

The reli gion of Jesus Christ is a reli gion of prac ti cal god li -
ness, and while the grace of God abides in the heart, the
Chris tian will pro duce the fruit of indus try, fru gal ity, econ -
omy; he will not waste, but will gather up the frag ments, that
noth ing be lost. In the lives of those who have Christ abid ing
in the heart will be seen no ava rice, no dis hon esty in trade, no
over reach ing, for all cov et ous ness is pro nounced idol a try,
but every spe cies of dis hon esty will be put away from the
char ac ter. Unkind ness of dis po si tion will be over come; for
they are made new men in Christ Jesus, and sin no lon ger
reigns in their mor tal bod ies. Every one who has thus been
renewed will man i fest kind ness, for bear ance, and gen er os -
ity, in this con fess ing that Christ, the hope of glory, is formed
within.

The cause of God should be kept in a health ful con di tion;
the trea sury should be sup plied with means for car ry ing for -
ward the work of God. Insti tu tions which are estab lished to
help orphans, those who are depend ent and des ti tute, the
infirm and the aged, should be aided. Those who have the
bless ing of health should coop er ate with Christ by help ing
the weak. The bless ing of God rests upon those who rep re -
sent Christ by doing this work. Christ mas and New Year
cel e bra tions can and should be held in behalf of those who
are help less. God is glo ri fied when we give to help those who 
have large fam i lies to sup port. But no man who can earn his
own live li hood has a right to live on the pro duce of oth ers.
The prov erb, “The world owes me a liv ing,” has in it the
essence of false hood, fraud, and rob bery. The world owes no
man a liv ing who is able to work to gain a liv ing for him self.

There fore, as ye abound in ev ery thing, in faith, and ut -
ter ance, and knowl edge, and in all dil i gence, and in your
love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. I speak not
by com mand ment, but by oc ca sion of the for ward ness of
oth ers, and to prove the sin cer ity of your love. For ye
know the grace of our Lord Je sus Christ, that, though he
was rich, yet for your sakes he be came poor, that ye
through his pov erty might be rich. And herein I give my
ad vice: for this is ex pe di ent for you, who have be gun be -
fore, not only to do, but also to be for ward a year ago. Now
there fore per form the do ing of it; that as there was a readi -
ness to will, so there may be a per for mance also out of that
which ye have. For if there be first a will ing mind, it is ac -
cepted ac cord ing to that a man hath, and not ac cord ing to
that he hath not. For I mean not that other men be eased,
and ye bur dened: But by an equal ity, that now at this time
your abun dance may be a sup ply for their want, that their
abun dance also may be a sup ply for your want: that there
may be equal ity: As it is writ ten, He that had gath ered
much had noth ing over; and he that had gath ered lit tle had
no lack.

But this I say, He which soweth spar ingly shall reap also 
spar ingly; and he which soweth boun ti fully shall reap also 

boun ti fully. Ev ery man accord ing as he purposeth in his
heart, so let him give; not grudg ingly, or of neces sity: for
God loveth a cheer ful giver. And God is able to make all
grace abound to ward you; that ye, al ways hav ing all suf fi -
ciency in all things, may abound to ev ery good work:
(2 Co rin thi ans 8:7-15; 9:6-8)

Christ de mands the en tire ser vice of the sol diers in His
army. In His Word he has given the prin ci ples of ac tion:
“Not sloth ful in busi ness; fer vent in spirit; serv ing the
Lord” [Romans 12:11]. These prin ci ples should gov ern
our con duct at all times. No al low ance is made for lazy,
neg li gent work, or for want of zeal. God has a righ teous
claim to con stant ser vice and su preme love. Your body,
your soul, your life, all your God-given ca pa bil i ties
should be con se crated to God for the pro mo tion of His
glory. No one can be a sin cere Chris tian un less he is a la -
borer to gether with God, un less he be longs to the fam ily of 
work ers. We must ever bear in mind that we are in
copartnership with God. His work and His cause de mand
the first con sid er ation. “Seek ye first the king dom of God,
and His righ teous ness; and all these things shall be added
unto you” [Mat thew 6:33].--Ms 13, 1896; re leased by the
White Es tate Feb ru ary 2, 1983 in Manu script Re leases,
vol. 12, p. 231) ?
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Descriptive Words of the Old
Testament

Look up the ref er ences to find the descrip tive words.

1. Isa iah 14:4 __________________city

2. Jer e miah 11:4 ______________ fur nace

3. Amos 5:24 _______________stream

4. Isa iah 11:6  _________________ lion

5. Jer e miah 2:13  ______________ cis terns

6. Habakkuk 2:18  _________________idols

7. Nahum 3:17  __________grass hop pers

8. Isa iah 35:3 ________________knees

9. Jer e miah 8:19 _______________images

10. Isa iah 5:4 _______________ grapes

11. Lam en ta tions 5:10 _______________fam ine

12. Jer e miah 3:12 ________________ Israel

13. Isa iah 28:11  __________________lips

14. Jer e miah 4:3  _______________ground

15. Ezekiel 9:2 _________________altar

16. Dan iel 11:30  ____________ cov e nant

Used with per mis sion from the Octo ber 21, 1984 issue of The Chris tian Path way
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Waldensian Cen ter Be gins New Term Feb ru ary 2, 2010
by Da vid Sims

We are often reminded that “the har vest truly is plen te ous,
but the labour ers are few” (Mat thew 9:37). God’s cause is in
des per ate need of mis sion ar ies, min is ters, Bible work ers,
can vass ers, and med i cal mis sion ar ies. The times demand
that these gos pel work ers know how to sup port them selves in 
sec u lar labor, as well. This all demands a thor ough train ing in 
both the sec u lar and spir i tual lines.

The great com mis sion includes every one of us. God is
call ing you! He asks, “Whom shall I send, and who will go
for us” (Isa iah 6:8)? Are you want ing to respond but can not
because you need train ing? Do you need some direc tion to
know where and how to begin?

The Waldensian Cen ter will pro vide such a train ing.
The new term will begin Feb ru ary 2, 2010. For more infor -
ma  t ion ,  p l eas e  see  our  webs i t e  a t :
www.7thdayhomechurchfellowships.com. You may also
con tact me at david@historyinfo.net or by call ing
530-294-1115 or 619-851-0953.

“Ye are not your own? for ye are bought with a price”
(1 Co rin thi ans 6:19, 20).

 Strength, time, in tel lect, are but lent trea sures. They be -
long to God, and it should be the re solve of ev ery youth to
put them to the high est use. (Ed u ca tion, p. 57)

The Lord has called us out from the world that we may
be wit nesses for his truth; and all through our ranks, young 
men and women should be trained for po si tions of use ful -
ness and in flu ence. They are priv i leged to be come
mis sion ar ies for God; but they can not be mere nov ices in
ed u ca tion and in their knowl edge of the word of God, and
do jus tice to the sa cred work to which they are ap pointed.

In ev ery land the want of ed u ca tion among our work ers is
pain fully ap par ent. We re al ize that ed u ca tion is not only
nec es sary to the proper ful fill ment of the du ties of do mes -
tic life, but nec es sary for suc cess in all branches of
use ful ness . . . . What ever busi ness par ents might think
suit able for their chil dren, whether they de sire them to be -
come man u fac tur ers, ag ri cul tur ists, me chan ics, or to
fol low some pro fes sional call ing, they would reap great
ad van tages from the dis ci pline of an ed u ca tion. . . . They
need to be thor oughly fur nished with the rea sons of our
faith, to un der stand the Scrip tures for them selves.
Through un der stand ing the truths of the Bi ble, they will be 
better fit ted to fill po si tions of trust. They will be for ti fied
against the temp ta tions that will be set them on the right
hand and on the left. But if they are thor oughly in structed
and con se crated, they may be called, as was Dan iel, to fill
im por tant re spon si bil i ties. Dan iel was a faith ful states man 
in the courts of Bab y lon; for he feared, loved, and trusted
God; and in time of temp ta tion and peril he was pre served
by the power of God. We read that God gave Dan iel wis -
dom, and en dowed him with un der stand ing.

Those who ob tain a knowl edge of God’s will, and prac -
tice the teach ing of His word, will be found faith ful in
what ever po si tion of trust they may be placed. Con sider
this, par ents, and place your chil dren where they will be ed -
u cated in the prin ci ples of truth, where ev ery ef fort will be
made to help them to main tain their con se cra tion, if con -
verted, or if un con verted, to in flu ence them to be come the
chil dren of God, and thus fit them to go forth to win oth ers
to the truth.(Coun sels on Ed u ca tion, pp. 197, 198) ?

Youth’s Cor ner — Jo seph Wolff
Our story this month is about a little Jewish boy who lived
just a few hundred years ago. Little Joseph was born into a
Jewish family and as he grew, his parents taught him Hebrew. 
Joseph learned to read the Hebrew Bible and to speak the
Hebrew language. When he was 7 or 8 years old, his parents
arranged for him to attend a Christian school in the
neighborhood, but with the agreement that when anything
from a Christian point of view was taught, Joseph would be
excused from class and be allowed to stay home. He was just
going to school to learn mathematics, reading, and science
but nothing about Christianity because, remember, Joseph
was a little Jewish boy.

As Joseph grew, he made friends in his neighborhood, and
when he was a teenager, he made friends with his barber who
was a Christian. The barber asked Joseph questions about the 

Old Testament, especially about the book of Daniel, for
which Joseph really did not have the answers, but Joseph
knew his father would know! For you see, his father was a
rabbi and his father knew “everything” about the Old
Testament! So, Joseph took his perplexing questions about
the prophecies in the book of Daniel home, but Joseph’s
father did not seem to have the answers and, instead, sent
Joseph away. Joseph finally thought that if he wanted to
understand anything about the book of Daniel, he was just
going to have to study for himself. And he did! He studied
(remember he could read and understand the original
Hebrew), he asked his barber questions, and do you know
what? Joseph realized that although the Jewish people were
looking for the Messiah to come, the Messiah had already
come! He learned this from the book of Daniel, and he knew
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DOES GOD HAVE
COMPETITION DURING

CHRISTMAS?
Through this Christ mas sea son Santa Claus is much in the

mind of Amer i can chil dren. He is read about, sung about,
por trayed on tele vi sion, even seen “live” in stores. Just how
Santa will accom plish all that he is cred ited with doing in
deliv er ing his gifts poses lit tle prob lem to the imag i na tion of
his admir ers.

Many par ents who pro fess to wor ship God have acqui -
esced to the Santa Claus myth sim ply because the world
around us exalts him. Is the Santa fable really inno cent fun?
Should it be accepted in our fam i lies and pro moted by Chris -
tian par ents dur ing the hol i day? Does the Bible have
any thing to say about this empha sis on the myth o log i cal
Santa?

The Santa Claus myth is a fan ci ful, destruc tive lie per pet u -
ated by par ents who hyp o crit i cally tell their chil dren not to
lie! Are we jus ti fied in lying sim ply because a child enjoys
the lie? Are we exempt from the guilt and con se quences of
this lie sim ply because it is accepted by a major ity of soci ety?

The Word of God very plainly states: “Lying lips are
abom i na tion to the Lord” (Prov erbs 12:22). God also hates
“a lying tongue” (Prov erbs 6:16, 17). The apos tle Paul tells
us to lay aside “lying” and to “speak truth” (Ephe sians 4:25).
And Rev e la tion 21:8 tells us that “all liars” will have their
part in the lake of fire. This should set tle the mat ter for those
who value hon esty and truth ful ness.

Besides, this Santa Claus is not sim ply an over weight,
white-bearded, jolly old man dressed in a red suit who lives
at the North Pole. By many, Santa is ele vated to the level of
Deity. Notice the char ac ter is tics of God attrib uted to Santa
even by Chris tian par ents:

Santa is omni scient like God - know ing whether every
child has been “good or bad”.

Santa is omni pres ent like God - he can be every where in
the world dur ing the same night of the year!

Santa is omnip o tent like God - fly ing through the skies
with his super nat u ral rein deer, car ry ing tons of toys!

Santa is a moral judge like God - reward ing good lit tle
chil dren and refus ing to reward bad chil dren.

Santa per son i fies love, good will, and giv ing - just as God
does.

In these and other ways, the myth i cal Santa has become
some thing of a god, com pet ing for the ado ra tion and wor ship 
which is due only to the true and liv ing God. (Change the
posi tion of the let ter “n” and one has Satan - the coun ter feit
who exalts him self as God, claim ing the attrib utes of God.)

We gain noth ing of eter nal value and can lose much of
eter nal value by believ ing a lie (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12).
Noth ing is more pre cious than truth. Let us remem ber the vir -
tue of hon esty through all sea sons of the year. ?
We are thank ful for this sub mis sion by Judy Brown. Edi tor

that if he were going to be honest with his faith and to God, he 
had to accept Jesus as his Saviour. And he did! And he
became a Catholic.

Joseph was a very intelligent young man. By this time, he
was fluent in Hebrew, German, and Greek, and now he began 
to study Arabic because Joseph had a great desire to be a
missionary to the Muslim world, as well as to the people of
his birth. He wanted to tell them all about Jesus, the Messiah,
but he was also going to Muslim
lands, too, to tell those people about
the Messiah.

The Catholic Church realized the
talents Joseph had and wanted to use
him in work for the church, so they
sent him to school. While he was
attending one of the Catholic
universities in Italy, he had a friendly
visit with the Pope! The Pope told
Joseph that he was very happy Joseph 
was in Italy (Joseph was born in
Germany) and that he wanted Joseph
to stay in Italy and continue studying
at the Catholic universities. Joseph
put his hand on the shoulder of the Pope and said that he would 
be happy to learn at their universities. And he did.

While at the first Catholic university, he told a fellow
student his story of meeting the Pope and putting his hand on
the Pope’s shoulder. That student stood back aghast and said,
“You didn’t touch the Pope, did you? Why the Pope is
infallible! Anything he says is true!” Joseph looked at his
friend and said, “He is a human being like you and me. He is
not infallible! The only one infallible is God!” When
Joseph’s teachers learned of the conversation with his friend, 
they realized they had someone on their hands who wasn’t
quite under their wings, so to speak, and they thought it best
to send Joseph to different Catholic school. While there,
Joseph became friendly with one of the teachers and learned
from him that the Catholic Church burned martyrs. Joseph
said, “That’s not right! You are not supposed to burn
people!” But the teacher said, “No, the church has the
authority to do that.” Joseph responded by saying, “The
Bible says ‘Thou shalt not kill!’ You cannot burn martyrs. It
is wrong!”

Once again the teachers knew Joseph still was not under
their wing, so they sent him to another school because they
wanted Joseph to learn Catholic ways and be a help to the
church, for he was very intelligent and energetic and knew
many languages. So, they sent him to another school. That
did not quite work out either because Joseph stood up for
what he knew the Bible said. He knew the Old Testament in
Hebrew backwards and forward, and when he was taught
things that were not biblical, he spoke up.

Well, Joseph made a friend while he was attending school
who was from England, and this person was a Protestant.
This friend also recognized Joseph’s worth and said, “You

Con tin ued on page 20

Jo seph Wolff preach ing 

to Arabs
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should come back to England with me. We can study the
Bible and make a plan for your life.” Joseph, however, was
not quite ready to leave Italy, but he could see that his
teachers were becoming more controlling and were trying to
get him to accept their doctrine and teachings, even if they
were not biblical.

One day Joseph was in his room and went to leave but
found the door locked. He thought it was because it was night 
and the doors were locked for safety. He knew he would be
fine for the night, and he just went to bed and slept. But the
next morning the door was still locked. He did not
understand what was happening, but something in the back
of his mind made him a little anxious. Well, his teachers were 
getting ready to send him to another school, this time
accompanied by a guard.

Joseph went to this next place of higher learning with
letters of recommendation from the cardinals at his former
school, and everything seemed to go smoothly. But while
there, he met another person from England and this person
asked him, “Are you Joseph?! Joseph Wolff? The Joseph
Wolff?!” Joseph said that he was, and this new person said,
“Well, I have a letter for you,” and it was from his friend in
England. The letter said, “You need to come to England and
study with me. This lady is a Christian, and she will help you
make arrangements to travel.”

Joseph decided it was time to go to England, and the long
story made short is that Joseph left the Catholic Church,
became a Protestant, and then he went on his missionary
journeys to the Far East and to Jerusalem. While he was on
these journeys, he was chased by pirates, and he was
captured by Turks and Muslims, who thought, at first, he was 
their friend because he could speak their languages, but
when he began to talk about his God in heaven, about the
Bible, and about Jesus Christ, then things changed. At one
particular camp, the commander was a strict Muslim and
said, “What are you doing teaching these things and
speaking to my people about them? You are an infidel!” And
he ordered for the soles of his feet to be lashed 200 times.
Because of this, Joseph was not able to stand for three weeks,
but he did not give up! If you see drawings of Joseph riding
on a mule with nothing on his feet and his hands tied, it is
because he had been taken captive and he could not wear
anything on his feet.

On another occasion, Joseph was invited into the tent of
the Turkish commander because Joseph spoke Arabic and he
was thought to be a friend, but when it was learned that he
was a Christian, they said, “You’re an infidel! We are going
to kill you!”

Joseph said, “You cannot do that. The Koran says you
can’t!”

“What do you mean!? The Koran says we are to kill
infidels!”

“But I am your guest, and the Koran says you do not kill
your guests,” answered Joseph.

And, so, they could not kill him. The commander said,
“All right! You will buy your freedom with everything you
have. It is ours.” And they stripped him of all his clothes,
took everything he owned, and then put him on a mule and
sent him away. And he traveled that way until he found
someone who was willing to give him clothes. But Joseph
was of good courage, and he did not mind being treated like
this because he was a missionary for Jesus.

Joseph shared his faith and told everyone he could about
the God in heaven and that the Messiah had come! And that
he is coming again and they needed to be ready! It did not
matter to him if he could not stand because his feet were
badly wounded. It did not matter if all his clothes were taken
from him or if he was chased by pirates. Many things
happened to Joseph as he witnessed for Jesus, but his friend
was Jesus. He did not travel alone, and he did not give up!
Maybe you will be a missionary one day like Joseph. ?

Old Paths is a free monthly news let ter/study-pa per pub lished by
Smyrna Gos pel Min is tries, HC 64 Box 128-B, Welch, WV
24801-9606 U.S.A. The pa per is ded i cated to the prop a ga tion and 
res to ra tion of the prin ci ples of truth that God gave to the early
Sev enth-day Ad ven tist pi o neers. Du pli ca tion is not only per mit -
ted but strongly en cour aged. This is sue, with other gos pel
lit er a ture we pub lish, can be found at our websites. The urls are:
http://www.smyrna.org and http://www.presenttruth.info. Phone:
(304) 732-9204. Fax: (304) 732-7322. 
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“Jo seph Wolff,” con tin ued from page 19

I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day:
the night com eth, when no man can work. (John 9:4)
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