
Old Paths
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls.  Jer e miah 6:16

The se cret of the LORD is with them that
fear  him;  and  he  will  show  them  his
cove nant. Psalm 25:14
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Prayer Re quests
Dear Broth ers and Sis ters, It is with
great joy that we men tion for your
con sid er ation the upcom ing meet -
ings that are being planned for
South Amer ica. Please pray that the
mes sage can be given to as many
peo ple as pos si ble and that God’s
name can be glo ri fied.

Please con tinue to pray for the
Fords’ son, Kevin Dubbs, as he
recov ers from the ter ri ble auto mo -
bile acci dent that also took the life of 
his son, Jason. Also, remem ber
Amanda, Jason’s wife, as she must
now make a dif fi cult adjust ment and 
Glen and Ann that Jesus may bind
up their bro ken hearts. . . . Edi tor
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Day by day in our Chris tian life, we encoun ter chal lenges
both old and new that require ener gies and per se ver ance with 
which to tackle them; but many times we try to live the Chris -
tian life in our own strength, which is really no strength. We
can not live, how ever, on our own strength, for Jesus said that
we of our selves are pow er less. He declared, “for with out me
ye can do noth ing (John 15:5).” While we have no power of
our selves, God has prom ised us power, strength, and grace
for all our needs. We have a sec ond prob lem, how ever, that is
most likely a greater prob lem than acknowl edg ing we are
pow er less out side of Jesus Christ. That prob lem is try ing to
live today, tomor row, or any future day on yes ter day’s spir i -
tual food and yes ter day’s spir i tual strength. This is an
impos si bil ity, friends, because it is not God’s way.

We have been prom ised great things, includ ing strength
for each task ahead of us. The Lord told Joshua, “Be strong
and of a good cour age (Joshua 1:9).” We all need cour age
and the Lord is the source of that cour age, but we also need
strength. We also need strength for each day as it comes to us. 
In his part ing bless ings to the chil dren of Israel, Moses said
to Asher: “Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days,
so shall thy strength be (Deu ter on omy 33:25).” 

This was Moses, “the man of God (Deu ter on omy 33:1),”
speak ing. Moses was a man of God, and Israel did well when
they lis tened to him. Moses led the chil dren of Israel to the
brink of the Prom ised Land, but he him self was not allowed
to enter because of his sin at the waters of Meri bah-Kadesh.
Moses’ eye sight was still strong, and his vital ity was strong
even at 120 years of age (Deu ter on omy 34:7). Moses was a
majes tic sight for man to look upon. His ener gies were not
abated. What thoughts were run ning through his mind when
God refused him entrance to the land of Canaan? Per haps he
remem bered the burn ing bush expe ri ence or the plagues in
Egypt and walk ing fear lessly through a hail storm that killed
all else in its path way. Per haps he remem bered the part ing of
the Red Sea, the giv ing of the Ten Com mand ments, or the
pil lar of fire by night and the cloud by day. But now God gave 
a com mand to Moses which required more strength to
accom plish than any thing he had ever faced. God said to
Moses:

Get thee up into this moun tain Abarim, unto mount
Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, that is over against Je -
ri cho; and be hold the land of Ca naan, which I give unto the 
chil dren of Is rael for a pos ses sion: And die in the mount
whither thou goest up, and be gath ered unto thy peo ple; as
Aaron thy brother died in mount Hor, and was gath ered
unto his peo ple (Deu ter on omy 32:49, 50).

God had greatly used Moses time and again for forty
years. God had held up the arms of Moses spir i tu ally and

lit er ally dur ing this time. Now he tells Moses to “go up to Mt. 
Nebo and die.” The naked ness and the blunt ness of the word
of God amazes me at times. God’s word was clear and deci -
sive. God does not par tic i pate in favor it ism. Even “Moses
the man of God” is not an excep tion. But God will give him
the strength for the mission.

Before Moses goes to Mount Nebo, he leaves a part ing
bless ing for all of Israel. Jesus left a part ing bless ing to his
dis ci ples just before he went back to heaven. In Luke we find
these words recorded:

And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up 
his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he
blessed them, he was parted from them, and car ried up into 
heaven (Luke 24:50, 51).

All the bless ings of God are found in and through Christ,
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with all spir i tual bless ings in heav enly
places in Christ (Ephe sians 1:3).” “Every prom ise of God
finds its affir ma tive in him, and through him can be said the
final amen, to the glory of God (2 Corin thi ans 1:20,
Phillips).” The prom ise to Joshua,  “I will be with thee: I will
not fail thee, nor for sake thee (Joshua 1:5)” finds its coun ter -
part in Hebrews 13:5, “I will never leave thee, nor for sake
thee.” All the bless ings of God, includ ing strength, are in and 
through Christ.

What Is the Promise of Deuteronomy 33:25?

“As thy days, so shall thy strength be (Deu ter on omy 33:25).” 
This prom ise is one of strength and even rest. The Hebrew
word trans lated “strength” is dobe’ and is only used in this
one place in the Scrip ture. Com men ta tors are divided over its 
proper trans la tion, with some feel ing it should be trans lated
“rest.” If we were to com bine the two thoughts, we might see
dobe’ as strength that pro vides rest. When one is strong, one
has the abil ity to fin ish one’s tasks and then rest; however, a
weak per son may have to toil on and on and never find rest,
for his or her tasks will not have been com pleted.

God, being omni science and omnip o tent, knows our daily
needs and will pro vide the strength for each day, but a prin ci -
ple of Scrip ture is that the strength is pro vided daily, on a
day-by-day basis. Notice the words of Jesus from the Ser -
mon on the Mount:

Take there fore no thought for the mor row: for the mor -
row shall take thought for the things of it self. Suf fi cient
unto the day is the evil thereof (Mat thew 6:34).

Give us this day our daily bread (Mat thew 6:11).

Notice that we are not taught to pray for tomor row’s bread
but for the food of today. We are not to worry about
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Strength for Each Day
by Allen Stump



tomor row’s needs and prob lems. Jesus says we have enough
prob lems and evil each day, and we do not need to add to it.

Israel had left Egypt, had crossed the Red Sea, and had
spent forty years in the wil der ness. Now a new gen er a tion
was to go into the Prom ised Land. It would have to bat tle for
the land; there would be con flicts and strug gles ahead. Seven 
years were devoted to con quer ing the land before the people
could set tle down, but God did not say, “As your weeks are,
as your months are, or as your years are so shall thy strength
be,” but “as thy days, so shall thy strength be.”

When Jesus said “Suf fi cient unto the day is the evil
thereof,” he was also prom is ing that suf fi cient unto the day is 
the strength thereof. What ever evil Satan hands over to us,
God will give us strength for it.

Day by day the manna fell;
O to learn this les son well!
Still by con stant mercy fed,

Give me Lord, my daily bread.

“Day by day,” the prom ise reads,
Daily strength for daily needs;
Cast fore bod ing fears away;

Take the manna of today.

Lord! my times are in thy hand;
All my san guine hopes have planned,

To thy wis dom I resign,
And would make thy pur pose mine.

Thou my daily task shalt give;
Day by day to thee I live;

So shall added years ful fill,
Not my own, my Father’s will.

Josiah Conder, 1836

Strength for today will not do for tomor row or next week
or next year. We need a fresh sup ply each day. Daily devo -
tions are indis pens able for Chris tians. What if God gave us
all of our bless ings for a whole year at once? We would not be 
able to endure this pro gram. Think of par al lels from the
phys i cal world. We need rain to water the earth. It is a great
bless ing, but if we were to receive a year’s sup ply of water in
one day we would all be flooded. We need and value sun -
shine; it is a bless ing. If God, how ever, sent a year’s sup ply of 
sun shine in one day, we would all surely die. 

God sent the manna daily, except Sab bath, to Israel. The
pupils of Rabbi Ben Jochai once asked him, with regard to
the manna sent to the Isra el ite host in the wil der ness, “Why
did not the Lord fur nish enough manna to Israel for a year all
at one time?” Rabbi Jochai replied:

I will an swer you with a par a ble,” re sponded the
teacher. “Once there was a king who had a son to whom 
he gave a yearly al low ance, pay ing him the en tire sum
on a fixed day. It soon hap pened that the day on which

the al low ance was given was the only day in the year
when the fa ther ever saw his son. So the king changed
his plan and gave his son day by day that which suf -
ficed for the day. And now the son vis ited his fa ther
ev  e ry  morn  i ng .  Thus  God  dea l t  w i th  I s  r a e l
(http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/d/a/daymanna.htm
quoted from, Nut ter, Charles S. & Wilbur F. Tillett. The
Hymns and Hymn Writ ers of the Church, p. 240).

Oh, that our love for God would not require him to keep us
poor or ill so that we might seek him!

As var i ous and dif fer ent as our days are, so is the strength
that God offers. The lon ger one lives, the more var ied he or
she knows life to be. God is say ing that what ever kind of
strength is required he will pro vide just that strength. I have
been read ing through the book of Job again, and I am always
amazed at how dif fi cult Job’s sit u a tion was and how God
sup plied his needs. I might look upon Job and think I could
not do what he did. Per haps you know a mod ern-day Job who 
has lost a son or employ ment or who has been sick and
assailed with other prob lems and you think that you could
not go through that. Well, that is true! With the strength that
God has sup plied you today, you could not go through those
tri als because that is not the strength you need for today.
What ever tri als and chal lenges you face today, how ever,
God has already seen and has care fully mea sured each one
and has pro vided you with the strength for that need. Paul
assures us of this in this won der ful prom ise: “There hath no
temp ta tion taken you but such as is com mon to man: but God
is faith ful, who will not suf fer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temp ta tion also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it (1 Corin thi ans 10:13).”
It was with this assur ance of strength in the divine and a dis -
trust in self that the sol i tary monk, Mar tin Luther, rode into
Worms to face cer tain death before the great est tri bu nal that
man could post in his day.

As the Re former pro ceeded on his jour ney, he was ev -
ery where re garded with great in ter est. An ea ger mul ti tude
thronged about him, and friendly voices warned him of the 
pur pose of the Roman ists. “They will burn you,” said
some, “and re duce your body to ashes, as they did with
John Huss.” Lu ther an swered, “Though they should kin -
dle a fire all the way from Worms to Wittenberg, the
flames of which reached to heaven, I would walk through
it in the name of the Lord; I would ap pear be fore them; I
would en ter the jaws of this be he moth, and break his teeth,
con fess ing the Lord Je sus Christ.”–Ibid., b. 7, ch. 7.

The news of his ap proach to Worms cre ated great com -
mo tion. His friends trem bled for his safety; his en e mies
feared for the suc cess of their cause. Stren u ous ef forts
were made to dis suade him from en ter ing the city. At the
in sti ga tion of the pa pists he was urged to re pair to the cas -
tle of a friendly knight, where, it was de clared, all
dif fi cul ties could be am i ca bly ad justed. Friends en deav -
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ored to ex cite his fears by de scrib ing the dan gers that
threat ened him. All their ef forts failed. Lu ther, still un -
shaken, de clared: “Even should there be as many dev ils in
Worms as tiles on the house tops, still I would en ter
it.”--Ibid., b. 7, ch. 7. (The Great Con tro versy, p. 153)

When called to stand be fore the coun sel Lu ther de -
clared that the things he had writ ten were the truth of
God’s word and that he boldly de clared that he could not
re tract. “‘Here I stand, I can do no other; may God help me. 
Amen.’ –Ibid., b. 7, ch. 8 (Ibid., p. 160).’”

Dur ing the judge ship of Sam uel after God had super nat u -
rally pro vided a great vic tory for Israel over the Philistines,
Sam uel set up a stone mon u ment “and called the name of it
Ebenezer, say ing, Hith erto hath the LORD helped us (1 Sam -
uel 7:12).” The name Ebenezer means, “stone of help.” The
stone did not help Israel but it did remind them that God was
their help. Just as God helped Israel in their time of weak -
ness, he will help us in our times of weak ness. The very place
you are weak is the very place he sup plies strength. Dur ing
Jesus’ dis course about last day events after he left the tem ple
for the last time, he spoke of peo ple whose thoughts would be 
cen tered upon the world and the fear that comes thereby:
“men’s hearts fail ing them for fear, and for look ing after
those things which are com ing on the earth (Luke 21:26).”
But we may con trast this to Isa iah 40:31: “But they that wait
upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount
up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and 
they shall walk, and not faint.”

The Surety of the Promise for Each Individual

There was a day not too dis tant when a “man’s word was his
bond.” I remem ber when I was youn ger that my father, due to 
heart dis ease, failed his pilot’s phys i cal. Since he was
deemed legally unfit to fly, he decided to sell his Boe ing
PT-17 Stearman biplane. After adver tis ing it and receiv ing
an offer that he accepted ver bally over the phone, he received 
a call from the lieu ten ant gov er nor of Ala bama offer ing to
buy the air plane. When told it had already been prom ised to
another, the lieu ten ant gov er nor offered to pay my dad con -
sid er ably more money for it than he had at first set tled. But
my dad refused stat ing kindly that his word was his bond.
Today, sadly, it is very dif fer ent. Men wor thy of trust are few
and far between. If a pol i ti cian says he will not raise taxes
when elected, you can almost be sure he will. Friends, con -
cern ing the words we hear, they are only as good as the one
who pro claims them. It all depends upon who says the words. 
But beloved, what about God? The Bible says he is “a God of
truth (Deu ter on omy 32:4).”

The Cre ator of all things says that our strength will be as
the days we have. His word brings some thing out of noth ing.
“By the word of the LORD were the heav ens made; and all the 
host of them by the breath of his mouth. . . . For he spake, and
it was done; he com manded, and it stood fast (Psalm 33:6,
9).” That word which cre ates is pow er ful: “For the word of

God is quick, and pow er ful (Hebrews 4:12).” No mat ter what 
our need, God’s omnip o tence can not be run dry with our tri -
als. “Ye are of God, lit tle chil dren, and have over come them:
because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world
(1 John 4:4).” Fur ther more, we are told that, “where sin
abounded, grace did much more abound (Romans 5:20).” As
Charles Spurgeon noted,

We never need be afraid. If our trou bles should be come
high as moun tains, God’s grace would be come like
Noah’s flood—it would go twenty cu bits higher till the
moun tains were cov ered (Ser mon preached Au gust 22,
1858).

What is the char ac ter of the God who has prom ised that
our days would be as our strength? He is the one who loved
us so much that he gave his only begot ten Son for us (John
3:16). He is the one who emp tied all of the resources of
heaven in the gift of his Son to us. Paul noted, “He that spared 
not his own Son, but deliv ered him up for us all, how shall he
not with him also freely give us all things (Romans 8:32)?”
This is the God who has prom ised us strength. He is the
Father and God of Jesus Christ and in giv ing his match less
Son for us, he has given all that he could. Noth ing has been
with held. If God will do that to save us, he will give us the
strength to live the Chris tian life, and we can be sure that vic -
tory is ours.

God says that as our days are so shall our strength and we
may claim this prom ise because he is our God. “And I heard
a loud voice say ing in heaven, Now is come sal va tion, and
strength, and the king dom of our God, and the power of his
Christ: for the accuser of our breth ren is cast down, which
accused them before our God day and night (Rev e la tion
12:10). The God of heaven is not some one else’s God; he is
our God. We may claim him and depend upon him for his
word is true, his word is sure, and his word is for us because
he is our God!

The Difference the Promise Makes in our Lives

Let us call the Apos tle Paul to wit ness to the dif fer ence that
God makes in the life of the believer. Paul noted that he was
the least of apos tles and in fact, not wor thy to be an apos tle,
“For I am the least of the apos tles, that am not meet to be
called an apos tle, because I per se cuted the church of God
(1 Corin thi ans 15:9).” Then later he wrote, “Unto me, who
am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I
should preach among the Gen tiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ (Ephe sians 3:8).” Later Paul would declare that he
was the chief of sin ners (1 Tim o thy 1:15). From the least of
the apos tles to the least of the saints to the chief of sin ners, as
Paul’s real iza tion of his weak ness became clear, grace was
more dear to him and God’s strength was real ized in his life.
He could tes tify to the truth which Jesus told him, “My grace
is suf fi cient for thee: for my strength is made per fect in weak -
ness (2 Corin thi ans 12:9).” He knew that he could “do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth [him]
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(Philippians 4:13)” and that God would sup ply all of his need 
accord ing to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Philippians
4:19). Beloved, God strength ened Paul and since our “God is 
no respecter of per sons (Acts 10:34),” he will strengthen us.
He strengthened Mar tin Luther. You might not think you
could ever stand as Luther, but you can because Luther was
no better than Eli jah, a man who was sub ject to like pas sions
such as we all pos ses. Just like us, Luther was nat u rally weak
and unable to do even one good deed. Because Luther could
clearly see his weak ness God could use him, and God will
use you also when you know you are weak.

Let us call the Patri arch Job to wit ness to the dif fer ence that
God makes in the life of the believer. In one day he lost vir tu -
ally all of his pos ses sions and his fam ily, save his wife. Events
that were so ter ri ble, that only one of the var i ous calam i ties
would have crushed the spirit of many men until they were but
dust. But Job did not deal with only one catas tro phe; he had
many in a sin gle day. But, God had already mea sured out Job’s 
need and had given his strength so that Job could say, “Naked
came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return
thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away;
blessed be the name of the LORD (Job 1:21).”

God has prom ised strength for today. He him self will see
that it is done, and it will make a dif fer ence in our lives. Per -
haps there are prob lems in our homes and fam i lies. God has
strength. Maybe the chil dren are demand ing and need ful of
our atten tion and time. God has strength. Per haps we have
chal lenges in our work. God has strength. Per haps we are
fear ful and need strength to cope with the pos si bil ity that we
might suf fer from a ter ror ist attack. God has strength. Maybe
we are con cerned for the events that we know Bible proph -
ecy pre dicts will soon come upon the earth. We may claim as
our own the promise:

Thou shalt not be afraid for the ter ror by night; nor for
the ar row that flieth by day; Nor for the pes ti lence that
walketh in dark ness; nor for the de struc tion that wasteth at
noon day. A thou sand shall fall at thy side, and ten thou -
sand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only 
with thine eyes shalt thou be hold and see the re ward of the
wicked. Be cause thou hast made the LORD, which is my
ref uge, even the most High, thy hab i ta tion (Psalm 91:5-9).

Beloved, we may receive strength from God, but he will
not force him self upon us. If we want his help, he is there for
us. What a bless ing Asher received, but we may have this
bless ing too if the Lord is our God. As you have tri als and
chal lenges, God will sup ply strength. Do not con cen trate
upon your prob lems and look to your self. All you will see is
dis cour age ment and need. The never-fail ing Scrip tures tell
us that we are to be “look ing unto Jesus” . . . con sider[ing]
him that endured such con tra dic tion of sin ners against him -
self, lest ye be wea ried and faint in your minds (Hebrews
12:2, 3).” Since the real bat tle ground is in the mind, we may
be of spe cial cour age to know that we have this pre cious
prom ise of assurance of strength.

I must con clude by say ing, though, that the prom ise of
Deu ter on omy 33:25 is not for the rejecter of God and his
word. It is not for the uncon verted. If you are strug gling with
life apart from God you will not have strength to go on. You
need God first and fore most, and he is eager to come to meet
you. As your heart receives repen tance and you begin to turn
to him, he has already been look ing for you from a long way
off. If you will give your heart to him, he will honor his word
for you and he will do it today. Today you will have strength
for this day with God. “To declare, I say, at this time his righ -
teous ness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him
which believ eth in Jesus (Romans 3:26).”

Day by day, and with each pass ing moment,
Strength I find, to meet my tri als here;

Trust ing in my Father’s wise bestow ment,
I’ve no cause for worry or for fear.

He whose heart is kind beyond all mea sure
Gives unto each day what he deems best—

Lov ingly, its part of pain and plea sure,
Min gling toil with peace and rest.

Every day, the Lord him self is near me
With a spe cial mercy for each hour;

All my cares he fain would bear, and cheer me,
He whose name is Coun selor and Power;
The pro tec tion of his child and trea sure

Is a charge that on him self he laid;
“As thy days, thy strength shall be in mea sure,”

This the pledge to me he made.

Help me then in every trib u la tion
So to trust thy prom ises, O Lord,

That I lose not faith’s sweet con so la tion
Offered me within thy holy word.

Help me, Lord, when toil and trou ble meet ing,
E’er to take, as from a father’s hand,

One by one, the days, the moments fleet ing,
Till I reach the prom ised land.

Karolina W. Sandell-Berg, trans lated from Swed ish to
Eng lish by Andrew L. Skoog
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This is, in deed and in truth, the keep ing of the com mand -
ments of God and the faith of Jesus.

“Be of good cheer; I have over come the world,” I have
revealed God in the flesh.  Our faith is the vic tory that has
over come the world. There fore, and now, “Thanks be unto
God, which always causeth us to tri umph in Christ and
maketh man i fest the savor of his knowl edge by us in every
place.” (Reprinted from the Review  and Her ald, Sep tem ber
26, 1896) ?

“Min is ters of God,” con tin ued from page 16



Quiz on Gen e sis 37-40
1. About which four broth ers did Joseph bring an evil

report to his father?

2. What was the reac tion of Joseph’s brothers to the pre -
ferred treat ment that he received at his father’s hand?

3. Did Joseph’s broth ers under stand the mean ing of the
two dreams he related to them?

4. Where were Joseph’s broth ers watch ing sheep when he
found them?

5. What was the brothers first plan against Joseph?

6. Which brother tried to plan an escape for Joseph?

7. Con trast the last part of Gen e sis 37:24 with verse 25.
What do you learn?

8. For how much was Joseph sold?

9. What hap pened to Er, Judah’s first born son, and why?

10. What did Judah prom ise Tamar?

11. What did Tamar do to make Judah believe her to be a
har lot?

12. What judg ment did Judah first pro nounce upon Tamar
when he found out she had played the har lot?

13. Which twin of Tamar was born sec ond?

14. How many times and which verses in Gen e sis 39 state
that the Lord was with Joseph?

15. What only did Potiphar with hold from Joseph?

16 Why did Potiphar not have Joseph killed?

17. Which two of Pha raoh’s ser vants were cast into the jail
with Joseph?

Answers to quiz on Gen e sis 33-36

1. As Esau approached Jacob’s party, Jacob arranged his
fam ily in the fol low ing order: First the hand maids and their
chil dren, then Leah and her chil dren, and then Rachel and
Joseph and by so doing he indi cated their com par a tive value.

2. As he was going on his way to meet Esau, Jacob sent
flocks before him to appease his brother.

3. Along with their earrings, Jacob com manded those of
his household to give up their strange gods (idols).

4. The Bible does not say if Dinah was a will ing par tic i -
pant when she was defiled by Shechem, but there is no record 
of her pro test ing. It was, how ever, clearly a crime in the eyes
of Sim eon and Levi. No doubt Shechem was defiled by this

act also, but the man who attempted such a wicked thing was
already defiled in his heart while the woman might be pure.

5. The deaths of Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, and Rachel
are men tioned in Gen e sis 35.

6. Reu ben’s asso ci a tion with Bilhah cost him the dou ble
por tion birthright bless ings.

7. Isaac lived five years longer than Abra ham.

8. Esau dwelt at Seir.

9. The princes of Esau went by the title of “Duke.”

10. In com par ing Gen e sis 35:16-19 with 30:1, we can
learn many les sons. One is that we should not seek to over -
turn God’s revealed will and that we should be hum ble and
accept his will, for it is always best.

Isaac was 151 years old when Joseph was born and Joseph
was 17 when sold into slav ery; thus, Isaac was 168 years old
when Joseph was reported to him as hav ing being eaten by a
wild beast. Isaac died before know ing the truth of the mat ter
and will no doubt rejoice to meet Joseph in the king dom and
learn what really hap pened. ?
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Reminders
Ser vice Broad casts: We would like to re mind or in -
form our read ers that the Smyrna Cha pel’s reg u lar
Wednes day eve ning prayer meet ing and Sab bath
morn ing wor ship ser vices can be heard over the
Interent via Skype or over the tele phone via Hidef
Conferencing. To lis ten over the Internet, you need the
free com mu ni ca tion soft ware Skype. This may be
down loaded via Skype.com. Our call ing num ber
through Skype is +99000827042692202. You may lis -
ten over a phone by call ing 1-201-793-9022 and
en tering in the con fer ence ID 2692202 when
prompted. Call ing charges may ap ply.

News Updates and Geo-quiz zes: Check out our news sec -
tion with Sab bath re ports and news of com ing meet ings or
other spe cial events. Each week dur ing most of this past
year we have been es pe cially pray ing about the work of
God in four dif fer ent coun tries. To help those pray ing to
have a better un der stand ing of these coun tries, we have
been post ing each week an in ter ac tive learn ing quiz on the
coun tries. You may ac cess the quiz zes from our “News”
page.

Old Paths and Pres ent Truth are both avail able on the
Internet and are free to read and down load. Old Paths
maybe found at http://www.smyrna.org while Pres ent
Truth may found at http://www.presenttruth.info. . . . .?



A few months ago, we informed the read ers of Pres ent Truth

about our new printing facil ity, and we would now like to

update our read ers of Old Paths con cern ing this pro ject.

On August 19, 1991, God called me out of the world to
serve him. From that day for ward, God has given me a strong
desire to share the gos pel with as many peo ple as I could.
Within a cou ple years, God called me to share the gos pel
through printed mate rial. Since 1993, I have been involved
in writ ing and edit ing Chris tian lit er a ture.

We have been print ing Pres ent Truth each month since
Jan u ary, 1998. For the first nine years, I was phys i cally
involved in the print ing of it, along with all the prep a ra tions
involved in mail ing it. For over two years now, I have been
unable to phys i cally help to print Pres ent Truth, because my
fam ily and I have moved away from West Vir ginia where our 
print shop is located. This has placed an extra bur den upon
our breth ren in West Vir ginia, who are already heavily bur -
dened with print ing Old Paths, along with a mul ti tude of
other tasks of pro duc ing books, tracts, DVDs, etc. I have
wanted to start a print shop to help relieve this bur den, as well 
as to allow oth ers to par tic i pate in the print ing work.

Some dear believ ers, Jim and Jerri Ray mond, who live
near Orlando, Florida, received a visit from a pas tor who
chal lenged them with a ques tion: “What are you doing to
share the gos pel with those around you?”

This chal lenge started a desire in their hearts to begin
print ing lit er a ture to share with oth ers. They offered to help
with the print ing work and to pro vide a room for a print ing
machine to print Pres ent Truth. They had been pre par ing a
room for this pur pose, even before any thing was decided and 
there was no print ing machine avail able. They just wanted to
be ready to help.

At the begin ning of our last trip across the United States
from Ari zona, my wife and I were fully intend ing to return to
the west ern part of the coun try before win ter, but God
impressed us to pray about going to Florida to help get the
print ing work started there. After prayer, we both were
impressed that God wanted us to go to Florida. Shortly after
this deci sion, a ded i cated fam ily donated the funds to pur -
chase a print ing machine. Now the newly-pre pared room is
equipped with a copy machine where we have printed the last 
two issues of Pres ent Truth. This machine is a used, but in
good con di tion, Canon Color Image Run ner irc3200 and is
capa ble of print ing 32 pages per min ute in either color or
black and white. It is a large laser printer and copy machine.
One amaz ing fea ture of this machine is its abil ity to print
both sides of each page, then arrange the pages in the proper
order, sta ple them in the mid dle and fold them, so they come

out like a book let, though not at as high a rate of speed as just
plain copy ing.

As of Novem ber, 2008, we began print ing Pres ent Truth in 
Altamonte Springs, Florida. Even though it will be printed
and mailed from Florida, Pres ent Truth is still pub lished and
funded by Smyrna Gos pel Min is tries. I am thank ful to God
for expand ing his print ing work, and I pray it will expand
even more.

I would like to leave you with the same chal lenge Jim and
Jerri were given. What are you doing to share the gos pel with
those around you? Some machines such as we have are fairly
inex pen sive to buy pre-owned (from $2,000 to $2,500) and
to oper ate (0.5-1.6 cents per page for ink). It would be won -
der ful to have many more print shops around the world.
Please let me know if you would like more infor ma tion
regard ing how to acquire one of these machines. You can
con tact me at our new address:

Lynnford Beachy
Pres ent Truth

577 Eden Park Av e nue
Altamonte Springs, Florida 32714

Phone: 304-633-5411
E-mail: news let ters@presenttruth.info
Website: http://www.presenttruth.info 

Vol. 18, No. 1 - 7 - http://www.smyrna.org

An Up date From Brother Beachy
by Lynnford Beachy

Copy Ma chine which now pro duces Pres ent Truth



Ellen G. White and the Truth
About God – Part 5

By Allen Stump and Onycha Holt

Clar i fi ca tion of Other El len G. White State ments
The next two state ments deal with the personhood of the
Holy Spirit. The first of these state ments was pub lished in
Evan ge lism:

We need to re al ize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a
per son as God is a per son, is walk ing through these
grounds (Manu script 66, 1899; Evan ge lism, p. 616).

This state ment is from a talk given at the Avon dale School
on April 15, 1899. This talk was never pub lished dur ing Ellen
White’s life time. Part of it was first released in 1946 with the
pub li ca tion of Evan ge lism. A fur ther por tion of it was pub -
lished in 1990 in Manu script Releases, volume 7, page 299,
and then in 1994 more of it was released in Ser mons and Talks, 
volume 2, pages 136-139. The entire talk has not yet been pub -
lished, but from Ser mons and Talks we know that the above
quo ta tion is not the full sen tence. The point that Sis ter White
was mak ing is seen in the con text of the whole state ment:

We have been brought to gether as a school, and we need
to re al ize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a per son as
God is a per son, is walk ing through these grounds, un seen
by hu man eyes; that the Lord God is our Keeper and Helper. 
He hears ev ery word we ut ter and knows ev ery thought of
the mind (Ser mon and Talks, vol. 2, pp. 136, 137).

Ellen White was mak ing it clear that she was not advo cat -
ing that the Holy Spirit was merely some imper sonal force,
but the per son of “the Lord God” who was con stantly with
them watch ing and lis ten ing to every thing that hap pened. If
she was try ing to teach the Trin ity, she failed, for the school
did not adopt the Trin ity doc trine at that time and the great
“weight of evi dence” from her writ ings is clearly on the
nontrin i tar ian side of the issue.

Another con tro ver sial state ment is found in Evan ge lism,
page 617:

The Holy Spirit has a per son al ity, else He could not bear 
wit ness to our spir its and with our spir its that we are the
chil dren of God. He must also be a di vine per son, else He
could not search out the se crets which lie hid den in the
mind of God. “For what man knoweth the things of a man,
save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things
of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.”

The key to under stand ing this state ment is found in Sis ter
White’s quo ta tion of 1 Corin thi ans 2:11. This text, in
essence, says that only man knows his spirit and only God
knows his Spirit. In other words, man is to man’s spirit as
God is to God’s spirit. Nobody who prop erly under stands the 
spirit of man would say that his spirit is a sep a rate part or an

entity apart from himself. We also use the term “spirit of
Satan” but never to say that there is another demon besides
Luci fer that is sep a rate and apart from him doing an evil
work. Ellen White wrote con cern ing the Holy Flesh move -
ment in Indi ana at the begin ning of the 20th century:

I bore my Tes ti mony, de clar ing that these fa nat i cal
move ments, this din and noise, were in spired by the spirit
of Sa tan, who was work ing mir a cles to de ceive if pos si ble
the very elect (Let ter 132, to Brother and Sis ter S. N.
Haskell, Oc to ber 10, 1900).

In Early Writ ings on page 56, Ellen White speaks of Satan
breath ing out his spirit as an “unholy influ ence” upon those
who failed to arise with Jesus as he went to the Most Holy
Place. In these usages of spirit for man and for Satan, we
would never think of the spirit being an entity apart from the
indi vid ual. Due to the teach ing of the Trin ity doc trine, how -
ever, most are trained to auto mat i cally assume that when we
read of God’s Spirit it is some one apart from the Father. If we
sim ply under stand the iden tity of God’s Spirit in a sim i lar
con text to the way we under stand the iden tity of man and his
spirit, most of the prob lems are quickly resolved. Our spirit is 
our inner self, who we are, and is not an indi vid ual in
addition to us.

The next state ment con cerns the use of the term “the three
high est pow ers in heaven”:

We are to co-op er ate with the three high est pow ers in
heaven,—the Fa ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, —and
these pow ers will work through us, mak ing us work ers to -
gether with God (Evan ge lism. p. 617).

This state ment, like the “heav enly trio” state ment, is taken 
from page 51 of Spe cial Tes ti mo nies, Series B, number 7. All
the back ground is the same as we dis cussed ear lier arti cle.
She is writ ing con cern ing the Kellogg cri sis and is encour ag -
ing her read ers to remain faith ful to the truths that had been
held for fifty years. In con nec tion with this state ment of
Ellen White, it is highly inter est ing to note a state ment that
Uriah Smith made four teen years ear lier at the 1891 Gen eral
Con fer ence Ses sion. After shar ing sev eral Bible verses
about the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of God and the Spirit of
Christ, he noted:

You will no tice in these few verses the apos tle brings
to view the three great agen cies which are con cerned in
this work: God, the Fa ther; Christ, his Son; and the Holy
Spirit (Gen eral Con fer ence Daily Bul le tin, March 14,
1891, vol. 4, p. 147).
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This state ment is remark able because Elder Smith
explains that the Pio neers under stood the use of the term
“three great agen cies” in a way that is in har mony with the
teach ing that the Holy Spirit is not a third, sep a rate being but
rather the Spirit of the Father and his Son.

One state ment that is often used to quiet unwanted dis cus -
sion on the Holy Spirit is found in The Acts of the Apos tles:

The na ture of the Holy Spirit is a mys tery. Men can not
ex plain it, be cause the Lord has not re vealed it to them. Men 
hav ing fan ci ful views may bring to gether pas sages of
Scrip ture and put a hu man con struc tion on them, but the ac -
cep tance of these views will not strengthen the church.
Re gard ing such mys ter ies, which are too deep for hu man
un der stand ing, si lence is golden. (The Acts of the Apos tles,
p. 52)

It is impor tant to know what this state ment is say ing, as
well as what it is not say ing. Ellen White plainly states that
the nature of the Holy Spirit is a mys tery. This is true. No man 
can ade quately define the nature of his own spirit, let alone
the Spirit of God. How ever, this state ment does not say that
we can not know the iden tity of the Holy Spirit. The basis for
the state ment in The Acts of the Apos tles is from a let ter writ -
ten to a Brother Chap man in 1891. Ellen White wrote to
Brother Chap man in regard to his belief that the Holy Spirit
was the angel Gabriel. She wrote in part:

Your ideas of the two sub jects you men tion do not har -
mo nize with the light which God has given me. The na ture
of the Holy Spirit is a mys tery not clearly re vealed, and
you will never be able to ex plain it to oth ers be cause the
Lord has not re vealed it to you. You may gather to gether
scrip tures and put your con struc tion upon them, but the
ap pli ca tion is not correct. … 

It is not es sen tial for you to know and be able to de fine
just what the Holy Spirit is. Christ tells us that the Holy
Spirit is the Com forter, and the Com forter is the Holy
Ghost, “the Spirit of truth, which the Fa ther shall send in
My name.” “I will pray the Fa ther, and He shall give you
an other Com forter, that He may abide with you for ever;
even the Spirit of truth; whom the world can not re ceive,
be cause it seeth Him not, nei ther knoweth Him: but ye
know Him, for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you”
[John 14:16, 17]. This re fers to the om ni pres ence of the
Spirit of Christ, called the Comforter…

There are many mys ter ies which I do not seek to un der -
stand or to ex plain; they are too high for me, and too high
for you. On some of these points, si lence is golden. …

I hope that you will seek to be in har mony with the body. ...

You need to come into har mony with your breth ren
(Manu script Re leases, vol. 14, pp. 175-180).

Ellen White was encour ag ing Brother Chap man to come
into line with the nontrinitarian mes sage the breth ren were
teach ing in 1891.

We have seen that none of the state ments of Ellen White
that are sup posed to be at the fore front of sup port ing the
Trin ity doc trine actu ally uphold it.

A study of Ellen White’s writ ings, allow ing the “weight of
evi dence” to play its proper role, will guide the hon est stu -
dent into truth just as the study of the Scrip tures “as a whole,
is a per fect chain” of truth.

Con clu sion

Per haps we have all per son ally known peo ple who, in their
study of the god head, have not been able to suc cess fully deal
with many of the state ments of Ellen White, peo ple who have 
held both a Trin i tar ian, as well as a nontrinitarian, posi tion.
Sadly, some of these peo ple have come to the con clu sion that
there is not a solid, con sis tent posi tion in her writ ings. And
do you know what they have done? They have come to the
con clu sion that Ellen White was a false prophet and have
thrown out the baby with the bathwater. But, as we have seen
in this study, there is a straight con sis tency in her think ing on
the mat ter of the god head, and it has only been the biases and
the work of men alter ing her writ ings that have allowed this
con fu sion to exist. Even though peo ple might tell you that
Ellen White spoke out of both sides of her mouth on this
issue, we want to encour age you to not give up your con fi -
dence in the tes ti mony of Jesus, this pre cious gift that God in
his infi nite wis dom and mercy has given to the rem nant peo -
ple, because the Spirit of Proph ecy will prove as an anchor to
hold God’s peo ple safe and secure in these last days.

When Ellen White wrote over a hun dred years ago that we
needed to hold fast to the faith that had sus tained the move -
ment for the pre vi ous fifty-five years, she was clearly
speak ing of a faith whose fun da men tal prin ci ples included a
nontrinitarian doc trine on God. We have seen clear evi dence
that Ellen White believed that the Father is the Sov er eign of
heaven, the supreme ruler of the uni verse, and the ulti mate
author and source of all things. We have seen that she
believed that Jesus Christ is truly God’s Son, the one through
whom he has cre ated all things and the one by whom our
redemp tion comes. We deny the posi tion of evan gel i cals
such as Wal ter Mar tin who claim that Ellen White changed
her views and later accepted the Holy Spirit as the third per -
son of the trin ity, but instead we have seen that Ellen White
under stood that the Holy Spirit was the per sonal pres ence of
the Father him self and of the Son.

Friends, be assured that God raised up the Advent Move -
ment in truth and that he gave us a solid immoveable
foun da tion for our faith. He gave us a truth that admits of no
com pro mise and we are so thank ful that he has con firmed this
truth to us through the tes ti mony of Jesus, the Spirit of Proph -
ecy, which was man i fested unmis tak ably in the life of Ellen G.
White. It is our prayer that the mate rial in this pre sen ta tion has
helped to clar ify ques tions you have had and to sub stan ti ate
your faith in the lead ing of God among his peo ple. ?
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Coun sels on the Proper
 Use of Wa ter

By El len White

(Recently, we ran a series of arti cles by Dr. Glenn Waite based
upon his 2008 West Vir ginia camp meet ing talks, which cov -
ered some of the eight laws of health. He was not able to cover
all eight laws in his lim ited time. To help sup ple ment our
under stand ing of the proper use of water, we are pub lish ing
these coun sels on the need for using much water, both inter -
nally and exter nally. I know that if we will heed these coun sels
they will be a great bless ing to us. Just get ting this arti cle
ready has encour aged me to refill my drink ing glass. . . Edi tor)

The Internal Use of Water
In health and in sick ness, pure water is one of heaven’s choic -
est bless ings. Its proper use pro motes health. It is the
bev er age which God pro vided to quench the thirst of ani mals 
and man. Drunk freely, it helps to sup ply the neces si ties of
the sys tem and assists nature to resist dis ease. The exter nal
appli ca tion of water is one of the eas i est and most sat is fac -
tory ways of reg u lat ing the cir cu la tion of
the blood (The Min is try of Heal ing, p. 237).

Many make a mis take in drink ing cold
water with their meals. Taken with meals
water dimin ishes the flow of the sal i vary
glands; and the colder the water, the greater
the injury to the stom ach. Ice water or iced
lem on ade, drank with meals, will arrest
diges tion until the sys tem has imparted suf fi -
cient warmth to the stom ach to enable it to
take up its work again. Hot drinks are debil i -
tat ing; and besides, those who indulge in their 
use become slaves to the habit. Food should
not be washed down; no drink is needed with
meals. Eat slowly, and allow the saliva to
min gle with the food. The more liq uid there is 
taken into the stom ach with the meals, the
more dif fi cult it is for the food to digest; for
the liq uid must first be absorbed. Do not eat
largely of salt, give up bot tled pick les, keep
fiery, spiced food out of your stom ach, eat fruit with your meals, 
and the irri ta tion that calls for so much drink will cease to exist.
But if any thing is needed to quench thirst, pure water drank
some lit tle time before or after the meal is all that nature
requires. Never take tea, cof fee, beer, wine, or any spir i tu ous
liquors. [I am sure that today Ellen White would add Coke,
Pepsi, and the like to this group.] Water is the best liq uid pos si -
ble to cleanse the tis sues. 

Very hot food ought not to be taken into the stom ach. Soups, 
pud dings, and other arti cles of the kind, are often eaten too
hot, and as a con se quence the stom ach is debil i tated. Let them
become partly cooled before they are eaten. . .

Our Sav iour warned his dis ci ples that in the last days, just
prior to his sec ond com ing, a state of things would exist very
sim i lar to that which pre ceded the flood. Eat ing and drink ing 
would be car ried to excess, and the world would be given up
to busi ness and plea sure. This state of things does exist at the
pres ent time. The world is largely given up to the indul gence
of appe tite; and the dis po si tion to fol low its cus toms and
max ims will bring us into bond age to per verted hab its,–hab -
its that will make us more and more like the doomed
inhabitants of Sodom.

Exces sive indul gence in eat ing and drink ing is sin. Our
heav enly Father has bestowed upon us the great bless ing of
health reform, that we may glo rify him by obey ing the claims 
he has upon us (The Review & Her ald, July 29, 1884).

The External Use of Water
By bath ing, the mus cles become more flex i ble, the mind and
body are alike invig o rated, the intel lect is clearer, and every
fac ulty is live lier. The bath is a soother of the nerves. It pro -
motes gen eral per spi ra tion, quick ens the cir cu la tion,
over comes obstruc tions in the sys tem, and acts ben e fi cially on 
the kid neys. Bath ing helps the bow els, stom ach, and liver, giv -

ing energy and new life. Diges tion is
pro moted by bath ing, and instead of the sys -
tem being weak ened, it is strength ened.
Instead of increas ing lia bil i ties to cold, a bath 
prop erly taken for ti fies against a cold,
because the cir cu la tion is improved. The
blood is brought to the sur face, and a more
easy and reg u lar flow through all the blood
ves sels is obtained (The Health Reformer,
June 1, 1872).

I have been shown that a great amount of
suf fer ing might be saved if all would labor
to pre vent dis ease, by strictly obey ing the
laws of health. Strict hab its of clean li ness
should be observed. Many, while well, will
not take the trou ble to keep in a healthy con -
di tion. They neglect per sonal clean li ness,
and are not care ful to keep their cloth ing
pure. Impu ri ties are con stantly and imper -
cep ti bly pass ing from the body, through the

pores of the skin, and if the sur face of the skin is not kept in a
healthy con di tion, the sys tem is bur dened with impure mat -
ter. If the cloth ing worn is not often washed, and fre quently
aired, it becomes filthy with impu ri ties which are thrown off
from the body by sen si ble and insen si ble per spi ra tion. And if 
the gar ments worn are not fre quently cleansed from these
impu ri ties, the pores of the skin absorb again the waste mat -
ter thrown off. The impu ri ties of the body, if not allowed to
escape, are taken back into the blood, and forced upon the
inter nal organs. Nature, to relieve her self of poi son ous impu -
ri ties, makes an effort to free the sys tem, which effort
pro duces fevers, and what is termed dis ease (Spir i tual Gifts,
vol. 4, pp. 140, 141). ?
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Not I but Christ – A Tes ti mony from France
By Marc Fury

As I begin to write the fol low ing arti cle, “Not I but Christ,” I
desire the Spirit of God to guide me. Indeed, God wants to
use all his chil dren in his vine yard, even the hum blest ones,
but the first con di tion for ser vice is to die to self and to let our
Sav iour and Lord Jesus Christ live in us through his Holy
Spirit.

Ev ery thing good in men and women is the fruit of the
work ing of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit teaches us to re veal
righ teous ness in our lives. The great est work that can be
done in our world is to glo rify God by liv ing the char ac ter
of Christ. God will make per fect only those who will die to 
self. Those who are will ing to do this can say, “I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Seventh-day Ad ven tist Bi -
ble Com men tary, vol. 6, p, 1109; 
em pha sis supplied).

Twelve years ago, when I was
only sev en teen years old, my God
and his Son Jesus Christ helped me
to real ize that my life was upon the
broad road headed towards death
and not the nar row way that leads
to eter nal life. At that time, I was
not even aware that a doc trine of
God existed and could be coun ter -
feited by Satan to lead God’s
chil dren astray. I con sid ered my
under stand ing of God as a fact, yet
this under stand ing was still being
shaped in me in the same way as
stu dents who only know evo lu -
tionism believe this the ory to be a
sci en tific fact while they are still
try ing to grasp its con tra dict ing
assertions.

Thus in 1996, while I was sin -
cerely striv ing against all the
known evils in my life, I decided to 
study my Sab bath School les son
very care fully. Do you know what the sub ject of the quar terly 
was? It was “The Holy Spirit.” As I had never heard any
other teach ing, I sin cerely believed all that was taught in the
les sons, and so the idea that the Holy Spirit is a third God or
per son apart from the Father and the Son was instilled within
me.

Beloved, God does not aban don his chil dren. They must
fight him to leave, and God did not aban don me, but he
worked won der ful things in my life. One of them was the
way he showed me who I would marry months before I ever
met her. This could only be from God because today, eight
years later, I am still con vinced about it as we share the same

love for God’s truth. There was a prob lem, how ever. I was
attrib ut ing all my vic to ries and bless ings to my false under -
stand ing of the Holy Spirit; that is, another God being in his
own right, sent by Jesus to take over the lead ing of the lives
of his dis ci ples.

Three years ago some thing was hap pen ing in my prayer
life which I could not explain. I unwill ingly started to feel
that pray ing to God in the name of Jesus did not make any
sense. Why should I pray to God the Father in the name of his 
Son Jesus if they are both the same God? And why should I
pray to them/him since it is “God the Holy Spirit” who is in
charge of my life? Of course, I could not put these words as
clearly on my prob lem; but it was real, and my com mu ni ca -

tion with heaven seemed to be
com pro mised, which wor ried me.
My prayers began to resem ble
tran scen den tal med i ta tion more
and more and I did not know what
to say to this mys te ri ous being
called Holy Spirit. Dur ing this time 
God the Father and his Son Jesus
Christ seemed each day to be a lit -
t le far ther away in heaven,
mys te ri ously blended in one sin gle 
God along with my “best friend”
the Holy Spirit.

As I write this arti cle, I do not
know you, dear reader, it might be
that you still hold to that belief
called the Trin ity, teach ing that the
only true God from the Bible is a
mys te ri ous blend of three per sons
called God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Spirit, each
one being the only true God on his
own. If this is the case, God wants
to give you light at this very
moment, and my prayer is to allow
God to use me in that sense.

A few months before I real ized some thing was wrong, a
sis ter in the faith had sent me some doc u ments and asked my
opin ion about them. I told another brother who knew her
about these doc u ments. He men tioned that accord ing to them 
Jesus had a begin ning and came out from God in the ages of
eter nity past. I imme di ately con sid ered this teach ing as a
strange idea which was attack ing the divin ity of Christ and
did not read the doc u ments.

But praise God! The sis ter sent the doc u ments a sec ond
time, and that time I was ready to accept the light from
heaven because I had come to real ize that a seri ous prob lem
was hin der ing my prayer life and, thus, my whole walk with
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God. I still remem ber that eve ning. As we went to bed, I
asked my wife, Eliz a beth, to read Construire sur le Rocher.
This doc u ment just turned on the light! But this was just the
begin ning of much study. I read doc u ment after doc u ment
pro posed by Res ti tu tion Min is tries from Aus tra lia and
Smyrna Gos pel Min is tries in the States. The first most con -
vinc ing doc u ment I read was The Liv ing Voice of the Lord’s
Wit nesses, a com pi la tion of
arti cles and quotes from our 
pio neers con cern ing God
and the trin ity. Pretty fast,
how ever, a strug gle started
in my soul: “YOU CAN’T
KEEP THIS TO
YOURSELF!” After sev -
eral weeks of study and
prayers, I finally under took
my first trans la tion pro ject
con cern ing the truth about
God, and just a few months
later I started to print La
Voix Vivante des Témoins
du Sei gneur, a French trans -
la tion of The Liv ing Voice
of the Lord’s Wit nesses. In the mean time, I had come to know
and appre ci ate a very com pre hen sive doc u ment on the last
160 years of Adven tist Chris tol ogy enti tled The Foun da tion
of our Faith. I found this book par tic u larly inter est ing. At
that time, I did not even dream of trans lat ing such a big doc u -
ment, but “with God noth ing shall be impos si ble (Luke
1:37).” With God’s help, two years later the whole book was
in French. Praise God that he uses any one who is will ing to
be as clay in his hands, and, while I was a simple worker in a
joinery, he called me to share this precious truth.

Today, I am glad to tell you that over one hun dred cop ies
of Le Fondement de Notre Foi (The Foun da tion of our Faith) 
have been dis trib uted in less than one year. It may not seem
that much for one liv ing in the United States, but let me tell
you that I am get ting feed -
back f rom al l  across
France! Peo ple read the
book and pass it along to
oth ers, who either order a
copy for them selves or
print the book from our
website where it can either
be read online or down -
loaded in PDF for mat.
Some have ordered five
cop ies, some ten, and oth -
ers fif teen. We recently had
a request for twenty cop ies
from a brother in Paris. A
retired min is ter told us that

he is so thank ful to know this truth, even though he encoun -
ters much oppo si tion. He said that if he had known this truth
before he would have been an entirely dif fer ent min is ter,
being care fully watch ing for “the Holy Breath of God” in his
life.

We have had pre cious oppor tu ni ties to share the mes sage
with peo ple in influ en tial posi tions, espe cially in the inde -
pend ent min is tries from the United States who have come to
Europe. God has been good! There is a lit tle group of believ -
ers two hours from our home who love the truth. I have been
blessed to be able to share the mes sage with them. Also God
has allowed me to share with them dif fer ent arti cles and to
preach about faith in action. While trav el ing, my wife and I
are asked to trans late speak ers like David Gates, Alden Ho,
and oth ers, which gives us oppor tu ni ties to share the truth
about God. Recently, three other fam i lies have man i fested
the desire to meet us per son ally, and we plan other trips for
2009.

Please pray for our min is try that it might be a light for all
those who either read our mag a zine Etoile du Matin (The
Morn ing Star) or our printed mate ri als. Cur rently we are dis -
trib ut ing 245 cop ies each month sent free to all our
sub scrib ers. For the first time, Eliz a beth and I orga nized
meet ings with the help of God when Brother Allen Stump
came to France ear lier this year to visit us. These meet ings
have been recorded, and we plan to pur chase a DVD burner
to pre pare the DVDs our selves. Thank you very much for
tak ing this min is try at heart, and may God richly bless you in
his work. ?
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dur ing her life. Early in her life, James White served in this
func tion. Later, many oth ers, includ ing pro fes sion ally
trained help ers, assisted her. It might be argued that no Bible
writer had the kind of staff that Ellen White used, but it is also 
true that no Bible writer had as their chief work writ ing. Ellen 
White wrote more than 50,000 pages of manu scripts in her
life time. It is also true that no Bible writer ever trav eled to as
many places and as far away on duties as Ellen White did.
She also had a large num ber of other respon si bil i ties. It is
acknowl edged in Wednes day’s les son of the study guide that
“most of her books were not writ ten as books but were put
together from pre vi ously writ ten mate ri als.” Though not
men tioned, this includes books such as The Desire of Ages,
Steps to Christ, and Proph ets and Kings. While much of her
writ ings have been pol ished by assis tants, there is clearly a
ring of truth in these writ ings that can be found no place else
except the Bible. ?

“Thoughts on the Cur rent …” con tin ued from page 18

Etoile du Matin, The
Morn ing Star

French ver sion of The
Foun da tion of Our Faith



I have a file cab i net with a cou ple of draw ers reserved for
items whose pur pose is to refute Sev enth-day Adventism.
Inside one of those draw ers is a video that claims to be “a
most fas ci nat ing explo ra tion into the cultic aspects of the
teach ings of Ellen White.” I was sent this video sev eral years
ago by a con cerned brother who had not been exposed to
some of the mate rial pre sented in the video. It left him in
great doubt and per plex ity, seem ingly con verted to a new
line of think ing. He sent the video to me to obtain my
thoughts upon it. After view ing the video, I told this dear
brother that I saw noth ing new in the pre sen ta tion that I had
not read or seen else where and that there were indeed good
answers to the issues that it raised.

Vid eos such as this one and books by
Wal ter Rea and oth ers try ing to destroy the
cred i bil ity of Ellen White have been around 
for years and will con tinue to be around till
Jesus comes. These attacks should not be
sur pris ing to God’s peo ple, for we are told
that Satan is espe cially mad at God’s rem -
nant peo ple. “And the dragon was wroth
with the woman, and went to make war with 
the rem nant of her seed, which keep the
com mand ments of God, and have the tes ti -
mony of Jesus Christ (Rev e la tion 12:17).”
Notice two points that the rem nant peo ple
have, and it is in con nec tion with these two
points that Satan is espe cially mak ing war
upon the rem nant.

The first point men tioned is the keep ing
of God’s com mand ments. As Sev enth-day
Adven tists, we have known for over 160
years that the Sab bath is to be a spe cial
point of con tro versy at the end of time because the Sab bath
con tains the seal of God and shows God’s author ity. The
fourth com mand ment of the Decalogue, how ever, is not the
only com mand ment that has been espe cially tram pled upon
by the dragon and his vicegerent, the Papacy. With its trin -
itarian doc trine, the Papacy has attempted to make a breach
in the first com mand ment. The Advent Move ment was
raised up to restore this breach made in God’s law and to pro -
claim to the world the truth about God and his love in giv ing
his only begot ten Son for the sins of humanity.

The sec ond point that Satan espe cially attacks the rem nant 
peo ple upon is the tes ti mony of Jesus. The tes ti mony of Jesus 

is defined in Rev e la tion 19:10 where the angel Gabriel for -
bids John to wor ship him: “And I fell at his feet to wor ship
him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy
fellowservant, and of thy breth ren that have the tes ti mony of
Jesus: wor ship God: for the tes ti mony of Jesus is the spirit of
proph ecy.” Here we see that the tes ti mony of Jesus is
described as the spirit of proph ecy. Gabriel also noted that he
was among the “breth ren” of John. In Rev e la tion 22:9 we find 
John about ready to wor ship Gabriel again: “Then saith he
unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of
thy breth ren the proph ets, and of them which keep the say ings
of this book: wor ship God.” Here John’s spe cific breth ren

were called “the proph ets.” The tes ti mony of 
Jesus is the spirit of proph ecy which, accord -
ing to these texts, is being a prophet.

Satan knows that God com mu ni cates to
his peo ple through the gift of proph ecy, and
he will do any thing he can to stop that line of
com mu ni ca tion. In the case of the rem nant
peo ple who have for over 160 years believed 
that the tes ti mony of Jesus was man i fested in 
the life of Ellen White, we might won der
how Satan can do this since the death of
Ellen G. White over ninety years ago. While
alive and serv ing God, Ellen White was
attacked directly and indi rectly sev eral
times, as well as her hus band, James White
was attacked. For exam ple, shortly after
receiv ing the great con tro versy vision at
Lov ett’s Grove, Ohio, while talk ing with a
Sis ter Palmer, Ellen White said:

My tongue re fused to ut ter what I wished
to say, and seemed large and numb. A
strange, cold sen sa tion struck my heart,

passed over my head, and down my right side. For a time I
was in sen si ble, but was aroused by the voice of ear nest
prayer. I tried to use my left limbs, but they were per fectly
use less. For a short time I did not ex pect to live. It was my
third shock of pa ral y sis; and al though within fifty miles of
home, I did not ex pect to see my chil dren again. I called to
mind the tri um phant sea son I had en joyed at Lov ett’s
Grove, and thought it was my last tes ti mony, and felt rec on -
ciled to die (Life Sketches, p. 162).

For sev eral weeks Ellen White was very sick and her life
hung upon a thread. She was later shown: “Satan intended to
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take my life, in order to hin der the work I was about to write;
but angels of God were sent to my res cue (Ibid., p. 163).”

Satan well knows that the coun sel and teach ings of the
Spirit of Proph ecy “will prove as an anchor to hold God’s
peo ple in these per il ous times (Tes ti mo nies for the Church,
vol. 1, p. 300).” Satan, there fore, tried every thing within his
power to stop that work while Ellen White was alive and con -
tin ues to try to keep it from the peo ple today.

I was recently watch ing one of Dr. Kent Hovind’s (Cre -
ation Sci ence Evan ge lism) pre sen ta tions on cre ation. He has
many good points that help to estab lish the Bible account of
cre ation instead of evo lu tion, but with the good points come
many ideas that we, as Sev enth-day Adven tists, know far
better than to believe. For exam ple, Hovind does not believe
that the angels were cre ated until this earth was made and that 
Satan may have lived one hundred years after the cre ation of
man before Satan sinned. He also says that the mil len nial
reign of Jesus Christ will be upon this earth. We know the
truth about Satan and the mil len nium because of what the
Bible says, but we also know because the Spirit of Proph ecy
has laid out some of these truths with a clar ity and a sure ness
that we cannot deny.

As a peo ple, we have insight into the themes of the Bible
and the true doc trines and we have coun sel on health ful liv ing, 
evan ge lism, preach ing, edu ca tion, and in many other areas
that put us light years ahead of oth ers. Because of this, Satan is
always ready to do what ever he can to stop God’s peo ple from
hav ing access to the Spirit of Proph ecy. Of course, Ellen
White is dead today, but her writ ings still live, and Satan
wishes to keep us from these writ ings in any way he can. We
have been warned:

Sa tan is so con stantly press ing in the spu ri ous–to lead
away from the truth. The very last de cep tion of Sa tan will
be to make of none ef fect the tes ti mony of the Spirit of
God. “Where there is no vi sion, the peo ple per ish” (Prov.
29:18). Sa tan will work in ge niously, in dif fer ent ways and
through dif fer ent agen cies, to un set tle the con fi dence of
God’s rem nant peo ple in the true tes ti mony (Let ter 12,
1890, Se lected Mes sages, bk. 2, p. 78).

The last decep tion may not be an out right attack such as
Wal ter Rea and some oth ers have made, but it will be done

“inge niously, in dif fer ent ways and through dif fer ent agen -
cies, to unset tle the con fi dence of God’s rem nant peo ple in
the true tes ti mony.” Some times peo ple will not set Ellen
White aside. Some times they will quote her at length out of
con text and using ellip ses such as was done by LeRoy Froom 
in Ques tions on Doc trine and Move ment of Des tiny, but this
does not directly unset tle peo ple’s con fi dence. It does cause
con fu sion. Now, let us think about this: If the Spirit of Proph -
ecy says some thing very plainly upon a sub ject but then
some one comes along and, while not speak ing directly
against the Spirit of Proph ecy, says some thing that is dif fer -
ent from the Spirit of Prophecy, has this person done
some thing that will under mine and “unset tle the con fi dence
of God’s rem nant peo ple in the true tes ti mony”? Of course he 
or she has. For exam ple, the Bible defines sin in 1 John 3:4.
Commenting upon this, Ellen White says:

The only def i ni tion given in the word of God as to what
is sin, is found in 1 John 3:4: “Who so ever committeth sin
transgresseth also the law; for sin is the trans gres sion of
the law (Signs of the Times, Jan u ary 8, 1894).”

Now, we want to un der stand what sin is–that it is the
trans gres sion of God’s law. This is the only def i ni tion given
in the Scrip tures (The Re view and Her ald, April 3, 1888).”

Our only def i ni tion of sin is that given in the word of
God; it is “the trans gres sion of the law (The Great Con tro -
versy, p. 492).”

“Sin is the trans gres sion of the law.” This is the only
def i ni tion of sin (Sev enth-day Ad ven tist Bi ble Com men -
tary, vol. 7, p. 951).

The only def i ni tion of sin given in God’s Word, is trans -
gres sion of the law (Gen eral Con fer ence Daily Bul le tin,
March 2, 1897).

Here are five state ments, all from dif fer ent sources, say ing
the same thing. Some one may not dis agree with sin being the
trans gres sion of the law and may even state that he or she
believes it to be so, but will also define it to be some thing in
addi tion to the trans gres sion of the law. Are such people truly
in agree ment with Ellen White if they add to what she has said
when the state ments she has made are lim it ing in their nature? 

Of course, there are other state ments in the Bible that seem 
to give a dif fer ent def i ni tion of sin, but remem ber that the
Bible is a com plete har mony of truth and just because we
can not see it all at first does not mean that we are smarter than 
the prophet or have more inspi ra tion than one with the spirit
of proph ecy. For an exam ple, we notice Romans 14:23,
which states “what so ever is not of faith is sin.” This sounds
like a dif fer ent def i ni tion of sin; however, when we exam ine
this state ment below the sur face we see it is in com plete har -
mony with 1 John 3:4. The Phillips trans la tion says, “when
we act apart from our faith we sin.” Since obe di ence to the
law of God can only be achieved through faith, any act out -
side of faith is an act of dis obe di ence to the law of God. Also,
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The subjects of the Sabbath, the nature
of man, and the testimony of Jesus are the 
great and important truths to be
understood; these will prove as an anchor
to hold God's people in these perilous
times (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 300).



look ing at the con text of Romans 14, we see Paul is speak ing
about some one com mit ting an act out side of the direc tion of
the word of God and their con science due to pres sure from
some one. This kind of life is one of a sub tle rebel lion against
God and a wor ship of the one doing the pres sur ing. When we
do some thing to please some one other than God, we have set
that person in the place of God and that is idol a try. No
wonder the law of God is declared to be broad.

The law of God, as pre sented in the Scrip tures, is broad
in its re quire ments. Ev ery prin ci ple is holy, just, and good
(The Re view and Her ald, April 5, 1898).

Some times in the name of declar ing “the great Protestant
prin ci ple that ‘the Bible and the Bible only’ is the rule of faith 
and prac tice (The Great Con tro versy, p. 243)” we lay aside
the Spirit of Proph ecy and ignore it. Now, friends, Ellen
White endorsed this prin ci ple, but she did not dis count the
light God gave her. 

I well remem ber some thing that occurred over twenty-five 
years ago. I was a young man in the min is try and another
young min is ter (Brother M) full of ear nest zeal began to
teach that the Adven tist Church was in apos tasy and would,
in fact, become a per se cut ing power. As soon as these teach -
ings came to the light of the con fer ence offi cials, Brother M
was given fifteen min utes to retract or be fired. Since Brother 
M had con fi dence in Ellen White’s writ ings and min is try, he,
as Mar tin Luther many years before at Worms, took his stand
ask ing for the help of God. Of course, he was dis missed from
the con fer ence min is try. Later, while I was still in the Adven -
tist Church min is try, I stud ied with Brother M, and I could
see the logic and truth in what he was say ing. I set up a meet -
ing between this min is ter and a well-known pas tor in our
con fer ence, as well as with a well-known evan ge list who
was work ing in our area. After lis ten ing to the study, the
evan ge list asked, “Where is this ‘truth’ to be found in the
Bible?” The brother replied that he had not found it in the
Bible yet but had seen it in the writ ings of Ellen White. This
evan ge list then told Brother M that was not good enough that 
for we take our posi tion from the Bible only and that if it was
truth it would be in the Bible.

And after fur ther study, I do believe that the Bible shows
Brother M to have had the truth, but why would the evan ge -
list not be will ing to accept what the Spirit of Proph ecy says
until he found the evi dence in the Bible? It reminds me of
men seek ing oak trees, and, while they have not seen the
trees yet, one searcher finds some acorns. He knows that
while he has not seen the trees yet, they must be near. His
com pan ions, how ever, stub bornly declare that until they can
see the trees them selves, they will not believe that oak trees
are in the area.

Beloved, we have been so blessed to have the spirit of
proph ecy among us as a peo ple. The Bap tists do not have it
nor do the Methodists. In fact, some groups claim that no
church fol low ing the close of the canon of Scrip ture can have 
it. They declare, in direct oppo si tion to Ephe sians 4:11-14,

that God has decreed there are to be no proph ets after the
close of the can on. When one looks upon the sad state of the
reli gious affairs of most of the churches, how ever, one
should be thank ful, grate ful, and appre cia tive of the gift God
has given to his rem nant peo ple, but this gift will not ben e fit
the peo ple of God if it is not used and cher ished. Many now
real ize that Adventism is head ing in the same con fus ing
direc tion toward Bab y lon as the other churches, to a great
degree, I believe, because they have made of none effect the
Spirit of Prophecy.

Broth ers and sis ters, we believe in the Bible and believe it
should be kept at the fore front, but how thank ful we should
be for the tes ti mony of Jesus that will serve as an anchor for
us in these last days. I do not know about you, beloved, but I
need all the help I can get. Beloved, you would be cor rect in
remind ing me that Ellen White said the “Lord has given a
lesser light [her writ ings] to lead men and women to the
greater light [the Bible] (The Review and Her ald, January 20, 
1903).” How ever, beloved, if you were in a dark cave with
only a small flash light, that light might not be worth much to
you in some ways, but if it helps you to find your way to the
out side where the sun light is shin ing brightly, you will be
eter nally thank ful for a small, dim flashlight.

Beloved, we are at the end of all things. If we ever needed
the tes ti mony of Jesus among us as a peo ple, it is now, but
this gift will only be valu able for us if we believe and fol low
it. May the words of Jehoshaphat res o nate in our ears:
“Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be estab lished;
believe his proph ets, so shall ye pros per (2 Chron i cles
20:20).” ?
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Florida Camp Meet ing An nounce ment

Jim and Jerri Ray mond have asked to announce that the
Florida broth ers and sis ters will be host ing a camp meet ing
Thurs day, Feb ru ary 19, through Tues day, Feb ru ary 24, 2008
at a group camp site called Doe Lake that is main tained by the 
US For estry Dept. and is in the Ocala National For est.
Check-in time is 3:00pm on the 19th.

 Doe Lake is a beau ti ful camp on with a multi-pur pose
meet ing build ing that has a huge kitchen, open to our use,
that is equipped with refrig er a tors but has no stove or oven,
and no uten sils or pots and pans. Every one will be respon si -
ble for their own meals, with the excep tion of the noon meal
on Sab bath, which will be pro vided for all.

The loca tion is said to be a lit tle dif fi cult to find so we sug -
gest that you call Jerri Ray mond (407) 291-9565 for
direc tions or other help ful infor ma tion. ?



Old Paths - 16 - January 2009

Ministers of God
By A. T. Jones

From the list that the Lord has drawn in 2 Cor. 6:1-10, it is
plain that there is noth ing that can ever come into the life of
the believer in Christ but that the grace of God will take it and 
turn it to the good of the believer and make it serve only to his 
advance ment toward per fec tion in Christ Jesus.  This the
grace of God will do always and noth ing but this if only the
believer will allow the Lord to have His own way in his life;
if only he will allow grace to reign.  Thus it is that “all things
are for your sakes” and this is how “all things work together
for good to them that love God.”  This is grand.  It is indeed
glo ri ous. It is sal va tion itself.  This is how the believer is
enabled “always” to “tri umph in Christ.”

This how ever is but half the story.  The Lord pro poses not
only to save him who now believes, but he will use him in
min is ter ing to all oth ers the knowl edge of God, that they also 
may believe.  We are not to think that the Lord’s grace and
gifts to us are only for us.  They are for us first, that is true.
But they are for us first in order that not only we our selves
shall be saved but that we may be enabled to ben e fit all oth ers 
in com mu ni cat ing to them the knowl edge of God.  We our -
selves must be par tak ers of sal va tion before we can lead
oth ers to it.  There fore it is writ ten, “As every man hath
received the gift, even so min is ter the same one to another, as
good stew ards of the man i fold grace of God.”  And “all
things are of God, who hath rec on ciled us to him self by Jesus
Christ and hath given to us the min is try of rec on cil i a tion.”

Thus every man who receives the grace of God at the same
time receives with it the min is try of that grace to all oth ers. 
Every one who finds him self rec on ciled to God receives with 
that rec on cil i a tion the min is try of rec on cil i a tion to all oth ers.  
Here also the exhor ta tion applies, “We . . . beseech you also
that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.”  Are you a par -
taker of grace?  Then “min is ter the same” to oth ers; do not
receive it in vain.  Are you rec on ciled to God?  Then know
that He has given to you also the min is try of rec on cil i a tion. 
Have you received this min is try in vain?

If we do not receive the grace of God in vain, if only we
will allow grace to reign, the Lord will cause it to be that “in
all things” we shall approve “our selves as the min is ters of
God.”  This is the truth. The Lord says it, and it is so.  “In all
things approv ing our selves as the min is ters of God.”  That is,
in all things we shall be con vey ing to oth ers the knowl edge
of God.  And thus the Lord pro poses not only to cause us
always “to tri umph in Christ” on our own part, but also to
make “man i fest the savor of his knowl edge by us in every
place.”  That is, he pro poses to make known to oth ers by us
and in every place the knowl edge of him self. We can not do
this of our selves.  He is to do it by us.  We are to coop er ate
with Him.  We are to be work ers together with Him.  And
when we do thus coop er ate with Him, then as cer tainly as we
do so, so cer tainly will He cause us always to tri umph in

Christ and will also make man i fest the knowl edge of Him self 
by us in every place.  He can do it; thank the Lord.  Do not
say, do not even think, that He can not do this by you.  He can
do it by you.  He will, too, if only you will not receive His
grace in vain.  If you will only let grace reign; if you will be a
worker together with Him.

It is true that there is a mys tery about how this can be.  It is
a mys tery how God can make man i fest the knowl edge of
Him self by such per sons as you and I are, in any place, much
less in every place.  Yet mys tery though it be, it is the very
truth.  But do we not believe the mys tery  of God?  Assur edly
we do believe it.  Then never for get that the mys tery of God is 
God man i fest in the flesh.  And you and I are flesh. Then the
mys tery of God is God man i fest in you and me who believe.
Believe it.

Do not for get, either, that the mys tery of God is not God
man i fest in sin less flesh, but God man i fest in sin ful flesh. 
There could never be any mys tery about God’s man i fest ing
Him self in sin less flesh–in one who had no con nec tion what -
ever with sin.  That would be plain enough.  But that He can
man i fest Him self in flesh laden with sin and with all the ten -
den cies to sin, such as ours is–that is a mys tery.  Yea, it is the
mys tery of God.   And it is a glo ri ous fact, thank the Lord! 
Believe it. And before all the world, and for the joy of every
per son in the world, in Jesus Christ He has dem on strated that
this great mys tery is indeed a fact in human expe ri ence.  For
“as the chil dren are par tak ers of flesh and blood, he also him -
self like wise took part of the same.” “In all things it
behooved him to be made like unto his breth ren.”  And there -
fore God “made him to be sin for us.”  “He hath laid on him
the iniq uity of us all.”  Thus, in our flesh, hav ing our nature
laden with iniq uity and Him self made to be sin, Christ Jesus
lived in this world, tempted in all points like as we are and yet 
God always caused Him to tri umph in Him and made man i -
fest the savor of His knowl edge by Him in every place.  Thus
God was man i fest in the flesh–in our flesh, in human flesh
laden with sin–and made to be sin in itself, weak and tempted 
as ours is.  And thus the mys tery of God was made known to
all nations for the obe di ence of the faith. O, believe it.!

And this is the mys tery of God today and for ever–God
man i fest in the flesh, in human flesh, in flesh, laden with sin,
tempted and tried. In this flesh God will make man i fest the
knowl edge of Him self in every place where the believer is
found.  Believe it and praise His holy name!

This is the mys tery which today in the third angel’s mes -
sage is again to be made known to all nations for the
obe di ence of the faith. This is the mys tery of God, which in
this time is to be “fin ished,”–not only fin ished in the sense of
being ended to the world, but fin ished in the sense of being
brought to com ple tion in its grand work in the believer.  This
is the time when the mys tery of God is to be fin ished in the
sense that God is to be man i fest in the flesh in every true
believer, in every place where that believer shall be found. 

Con tin ued on page 5, col umn 2
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This month we will not be send ing out a book let to cover
issues in the Sev enth-day Adven tist Adult Sabbath School
Bible Study Guide. Even though there are a num ber of issues
wor thy of con tem pla tion in the first five les sons, we will
con sider them in this short arti cle, for it is hard to jus tify
repeat edly address ing the same issues month after month.
We will address them in this arti cle in a lesser sense and
hope fully with addi tional insights that will be a bless ing to
you.

The rea son we say the same issues is that while the sub ject
of this quar terly is dif fer ent than that of last quar ter (pro -
phetic gift ver sus atone ment), the quar ter lies are all based
upon a mis un der stand ing of the doc trine of God, the most
fun da men tal teach ing of the Bible. When this con cept is
wrong, you can expect to see all else wrong that is built upon
it.

The Jan u ary through March 2009 study guide is enti tled
The Pro phetic Gift. In this arti cle we will look briefly at some 
of the high points of the les sons. This arti cle is not exhaus -
tive, and we strongly encour age each Sab bath School
mem ber to fol low the coun sel of 2 Tim o thy 2:15 and “study
to shew thy self approved unto God.”

Les son 1 – Heaven’s Means of Com mu ni ca tion: This
les son was designed to pres ent an over view of the main
chan nels of com mu ni ca tion through which God has spo ken
to man kind. The chan nels of rev e la tion men tioned are Christ
in the Old Tes ta ment (the Angel of the Lord), nature, proph -
ets, the Word, and Christ in the flesh. Some of the state ments
about Jesus may be con fus ing because they are writ ten
within a Trin i tar ian frame work. I would encour age each stu -
dent who reads the les son guide to do so slowly and
care fully.

In Wednes day’s les son on rev e la tion through “the Word”
there is a glar ing omis sion that needs to be noted. The Bible,
the Word of God, is declared to have three impor tant char ac -
ter is tics that should hold our atten tion. They are: “(1) Its
unity . . . . (2) The his tory it por trays . . . (3) Its sur vival.” Now 
all of these issues are good and valu able. Clearly, the Bible is
a work of unity that has his tory and has sur vived better than
any other doc u ment in this earth’s his tory; how ever, there are 
other books and doc u ments, some of which have been
around for cen tu ries, that have unity, teach his tory, and have
sur vived down to this time. The vital ele ment of the Bible
that must never be for got ten, how ever, is that its source is
divine. The word “Inspi ra tion” in the New Tes ta ment lit er -
ally means, God breathed. God is a God of truth
(Deu ter on omy 32:4) and his words sent through his Son

Jesus Christ are truth (John 6:63). The most impor tant
char ac ter is tic of the Bible is that it is truth.

An area of com mu ni ca tion that was not included in this
les son is the chan nel of our con science or mind. God can
speak to our “hearts,” as it were, if we will let him. “The Lord
speaks; enter into your closet, and in silence com mune with
your own heart; lis ten to the voice of truth and con science
(Tes ti mo nies of the Church, vol. 5, p. 163).” But we can fail
to lis ten, and our “con science [can be] seared with a hot iron
(1 Tim o thy 4:2).” We do wish to note and guard the reader
that God will not lead the con science out side of his revealed
will. The Bible says that the Spirit of God is the author of the
word (2 Peter 1:19-21) and that spirit of truth will not prompt
a Chris tian’s con science out side of the word.

Les son 2 – The Pro phetic Gift: This les son notes that
proph ets were usu ally tow er ing fig ures of per son age who
were close to God. Abra ham is men tioned as the prime
exam ple. While this is the norm for the Bible, there were
excep tions such as Jonah and “the man of God” and “the old
prophet in Bethel” (1 Kings 13).

On Tues day’s les son the author quotes Deu ter on omy
18:15 NKJV and then states, “The con text indi cates that this
proph ecy has an imme di ate appli ca tion to the pro phetic lead -
er ship of Israel in the years fol low ing the death of Moses.”
Inspi ra tion does not give such a ful fill ment. Peter declared
this proph ecy to be ful filled in Christ (Acts 3:22, 23). Ste -
phen applied it to Christ (Acts 7:37). Ellen White, in
speak ing of this verse, applies Deu ter on omy 18:15 only to
Jesus Christ: “Moses pointed the peo ple for ward to Christ
(Spirit of Proph ecy, vol. 1, p. 343).” (See also The Desire of
Ages, page 190 and Patri archs and Proph ets, page 480.)

We would like to men tion two points in the teach ers’ edi -
tion that may come up in class. In dis cus sion of the sins of
proph ets it is noted: “Because of his sins, Moses did not get
to the Prom ised Land (p. 27 Teach ers’ Edi tion, Step 3 of the
Learn ing Cycle.).” It was not sins (plu ral) but his one sin “at
the waters of Meri bah-Kadesh, in the wil der ness of Zin
(Deu ter on omy 32:51)” that excluded Moses from Canaan.

Under Step 1 of the Learn ing Cycle there is a dis cus sion
that declares the proph ets were sin ners and flawed, yet
“served as medi a tors between God and His peo ple.” The
writer of the helps goes on to state: “We, too, may serve God
no mat ter how flawed we are.” This is fol lowed by an illus -
tra tion of a pearl form ing as a result of an imper fec tion.
While God does wish to use each per son as they grow in
grace, the les son implies that one need not grow out of their
“spir i tual defi cien cies.” The Lord is clear, how ever, that
Chris tian growth is essen tial to our spir i tual life: “For this is
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the will of God, even your sanc ti fi ca tion (1 Thessalonians
4:3).” “But grow in grace, and in the knowl edge of our Lord
and Sav iour Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18).”

Les son 3 – Spir i tual Gifts and Proph ecy: This les son
deals pri mar ily with the pur pose and man i fes ta tion of spir i -
tual gifts, includ ing the gift of proph ecy and the gift of
tongues, as well as their coun ter feits.

All Chris tians have been given tal ents to use for Christ.
Some peo ple are “gifted,” as it were, in cer tain areas of life,
and these tal ents may or may not be used for the glory of
God. There are also “spir i tual gifts (1 Corin thi ans 12:1; 14:1, 
12),” as the Bible calls them. These are spe cial endow ments
that God uses through the per son to per form God’s will. A
prophet may have the gift of proph ecy but it is not his gift to
use when and as he pleases. He or she does not have the abil -
ity to turn it on or off. This gift is God’s gift to use when it
pleases his divine will and when and how God chooses. We
do not make the choice of the gift we have or when and how
to use it. The Chris tian is to be sub mis sive to the will and
move ment of God’s spirit and as the Holy Spirit of God
moves the Chris tian, he or she responds accord ingly.

Les son 4 – The Gift of Proph ecy and God’s Rem nant
Church: This les son dis cusses the sym bols in Rev e la tion
12, their ful fill ment in his tory, and the terms “the tes ti mony
of Jesus” and “the spirit of proph ecy.” In the intro duc tion to
the les son we find this con fus ing state ment:

God’s faith ful rem nant was not al ways a vis i ble rem -
nant; that is, from the early days up to the last days, God
has His faith ful ones in dif fer ent faiths, which is why the
call is made: “ ‘Come out of her [Bab y lon], [sic] my peo -
ple.’ ”

This state ment defies the def i ni tion of “rem nant.” A rem -
nant is that which remains or the last part of some thing. The
author seems con fused here with the con cept of “church.”
We could say that God’s faith ful church was not always a vis -
i ble church. Fur ther more, con fu sion is also in Thurs day’s
les son where it is stated, “As Sev enth-day Adven tists, we
believe that we are mem bers of God’s rem nant church.” Let
it be clear that Sev enth-day Adven tist were not to be sim ply
mem bers on a role list of a church, but rather they com pose
the remnant church.

Under Step 2 of the Learn ing Cycle, across from Wednes -
day’s les son, there is a quote from F. M. Wilcox:

There is still need that she [“the church of Christ”] be
saved from false winds of doc trine, from the sleight of
[men and women] [sic] and their cun ning craft i ness.
There fore the gifts of the Spirit of God are as greatly
needed in the church to day as never be fore in her his tory.

We could not agree more. Sadly, it was Wilcox who
accepted the respon si bil ity in 1931 to alter, in a
behind-the-scenes man ner, the church’s State ment of Beliefs 
and bring in winds of doc trine among us. Due to an urg ing of
the Gen eral Con fer ence Sta tis ti cal Sec re tary, Edson Rog ers,

along with cer tain requests for a clar i fied state ment from the
field, a com mit tee of four was appointed to over see the prep -
a ra tion of a new State ment of Beliefs. The four cho sen were
Mil ton E. Kern, Fran cis M. Wilcox, Edwin R. Palmer, and
Charles H. Wat son. Wilcox was cho sen by the other three to
pre pare the main draft. With the full knowl edge and approval 
of the oth ers, Wilcox gave his state ment to Rog ers, who
placed it in the 1931 Sev enth-day Adven tist Year book. It
appeared in the Sev enth-day Adven tist Church Man ual in
1933. This state ment was not voted on by the General
Conference.

The new state ment, known as the 1931 state ment, was the
first state ment of Sev enth-day Adven tists that pro claimed
the trin ity doc trine. No wind of doc trine could do more to
dam age the rem nant church, for this doc trine laid the
ground work for the 1955, 1956 Sev enth-day Adven -
tist–Evan gel i cal con fer ences which, in turn, resulted in the
book Ques tions on Doc trine and a ton of other such prob lems 
since.

For con sid er ation of the terms “the tes ti mony of Jesus”
and “the spirit of proph ecy,” see our arti cle on page 18, “The
Bless ing of the Spirit of Prophecy.”

Les son 5 – The Inspi ra tion of the Proph ets: This les son
dis cusses the dif fer ence between inspi ra tion and rev e la tion
and the dif fer ence between ver bal and thought inspi ra tion, as 
well as lit er ary assis tants to the proph ets.

Inspi ra tion is the vehi cle or means of rev e la tion. The Bible 
is a rev e la tion of God and Christ. This rev e la tion comes to us
by the means of proph ets being inspired by the word of the
Lord,” a phrase that occurs no less than 250 times in the
Scrip ture.

Ver bal inspi ra tion declares that God inspired every word
of the Bible as some one might dic tate a let ter to a sec re tary.
Thought inspi ra tion states that the proph ets were nor mally
inspired by God with thoughts and ideas but not the exact
words in the usual cases.

Time after time in the Bible, God is quoted directly by the
proph ets, but mostly, the proph ets were “pen men” who were
given the abil ity to write in their own style and man ner. Even
in this case, it should be clear that they were not to write their
own words. Under the inspi ra tion of the Holy Spirit, they
were to give to the peo ple just what God wished to be given.
Jesus said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God (Mat thew
4:4).” “Let the stu dent of Scrip ture care fully pon der every
word in the first chap ter of Rev e la tion, for every sen tence
and every word is of weight and con se quence (Manu script
Releases, vol. 18, p. 78; empha sis sup plied). So, let us never
think that there is any thing defi cient in the Bible due to its
method of inspi ra tion.

Con cern ing lit er ary assis tants, we should note that, as the
les son dem on strates from the Bible, cer tain inspired writ ers
had help ers. Ellen White had many help ers at dif fer ent times

Con tin ued on page 12, col umn 2



by Elyssa Sims

Rob ert Mof fat was a mis sion ary to South Africa for over
fifty years. Once when speak ing in Eng land to a con gre ga -
tion of inter ested lis ten ers he stated, “I have some times seen,
in the morn ing sun, the smoke of a thou sand vil lages where
no mis sion ary has ever been.” There was a young doc tor lis -
ten ing that night who had been seek ing direc tion for his life
and guid ance from God. The bur den of God’s Holy Spirit
was upon his heart and he, with sin gle pur pose rarely found,
decided to give his life to go where those thou sand vil lages
were and then to find another thou sand. That young Scot tish
doc tor was David Living stone, whose name has become syn -
on y mous with mis sion work and sac ri fice.

As Living stone, every young per son at one point or
another will have to ask them selves the ques tion: “What do I
want to accom plish with my life?” There is noth ing greater
than being in the will of God and know ing that you are doing
just what God desires for you. There is no great job or grand
posi tion of this world that com pares with “being a door -
keeper in the house of my God (Psalm 84:10).” In other
words, there is noth ing that com pares with doing the hum -
blest thing if that is what God wants. God has a work for each
one of us to do, whether it is being a min is ter, a teacher, a for -
eign mis sion ary or whether per haps a car pen ter, a duti ful
son, a vir tu ous daugh ter, a cheer ful home maker, etc., God
needs young peo ple and we as Chris tian youth have a high
and holy call ing. God has been pleased to tell us:

Our great God has infi nite love. “Can a woman for get her
suck ing child, that she should not have com pas sion on the
son of her womb? yea, they may for get, yet will I not for get
thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; 
thy walls are con tin u ally before me (Isaiah 49:15-16).” 
“Yea, I have loved thee with an ever last ing love (Jeremiah
31:3):” 

To think that God, the cre ator of the uni verse would love
you and me so much that he gave (allowed) his only begot ten
Son to come to this sin ful world, to take upon him our human
nature, to be tempted and to suf fer for us. We who are so
insig nif i cant, so small and yet so spe cial in His eyes that
who so ever believ eth in him should not per ish, but have ever -
last ing life (John 3:16).”

The infi nite great ness of God’s love is a good enough rea -
son to serve him and seek to do His will! Does n't it make you
feel spe cial, hon ored and awed that the King, the Maj esty of
the worlds, who gave his Son, would ask you to do some -
thing for him?

In or der that the work may go for ward in all its
branches, God calls for youth ful vigor, zeal, and cour age.
He has cho sen the youth to aid in the ad vance ment of His
cause. To plan with clear mind and ex e cute with cou ra -
geous hand de mands fresh, uncrippled en er gies. Young

men and women are in vited to give God the strength of
their youth, that through the ex er cise of their pow ers,
through keen thought and vig or ous ac tion, they may bring
glory to Him and sal va tion to their fel low-men.

In view of their high call ing, the youth among us should
not seek for amuse ment or live for self ish grat i fi ca tion.
The sal va tion of souls is to be the mo tive that in spires them
to ac tion. In their God-given strength they are to rise
above ev ery en slav ing, de bas ing habit. They are to pon der 
well the paths of their feet, re mem ber ing that where they
lead the way, oth ers will fol low (Gos pel Work ers, p. 67; all
em pha sis sup plied un less oth er wise noted).

How many of our young men will en ter the ser vice of
God, not to be served, but to serve (Ibid., p. 65).

Let not our young men be de terred from en ter ing the
min is try. There is dan ger that through glow ing rep re sen -
ta tions some will be drawn away from the path where
God bids them walk. The Lord calls for more min is ters to
la bor in His vine yard. The words were spo ken,
"Strengthen the out posts; have faith ful sen ti nels in ev ery
part of the world." God calls for you, young men. He
calls for whole ar mies of young men who are
large-hearted and large-minded, and who have a deep
love for Christ and the truth.

It is not great and learned men that the min is try needs;
it is not el o quent sermonizers. God calls for men who will
give them selves to Him to be im bued with His Spirit. The
cause of Christ and hu man ity de mands sanc ti fied,
self-sac ri fic ing men, those who can go forth with out the
camp, bear ing the re proach. Let them be strong, val iant
men, fit for wor thy en ter prises, and let them make a cov e -
nant with God by sac ri fice (Ibid., pp. 63, 64).

The Mas ter calls for gos pel work ers. Who will re spond?
Not all who en ter the army are to be gen er als, cap tains, ser -
geants, or even cor po rals. Not all have the care and
re spon si bil ity of lead ers. There is hard work of other kinds 
to be done. Some must dig trenches and build for ti fi ca -
tions; some are to stand as sen ti nels, some to carry
mes sages. While there are but few of fi cers, it re quires
many sol diers to form the rank and file of the army; yet its
suc cess de pends upon the fi del ity of ev ery sol dier. One
man's cow ard ice or treach ery may bring di sas ter upon the
en tire army (Ibid., pp. 84, 85).

God needs youth with good char ac ter. When we come to
him with humil ity, a teach able spirit, and a will ing heart, God 
can use us.

We must build our char ac ter brick by brick with dil i gent
effort and by improv ing every oppor tu nity. Every day we
have oppor tu ni ties to stand up for prin ci ple. Every day we
have oppor tu ni ties to refine and enno ble our char ac ters for
God and to over come every temp ta tion. In the morn ing
before the hus tle and bus tle of the day when we re-con se crate 
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our selves to God, when we give him our all and ask him for
strength to overcome, he will answer.

God can make hum ble men mighty in His ser vice.
Those who obe di ently re spond to the call of duty, im prov -
ing their abil i ties to the very ut most, may be sure of
re ceiv ing di vine as sis tance. An gels will come as mes sen -
gers of light to the help of those who will do all that they
can on their part, and then trust in God to co-op er ate with
their ef forts (Ibid., p. 79).

The great est want of the world is the want of men – men
who will not be bought or sold, men who in their in most
souls are true and hon est, men who do not fear to call sin
by its right name, men whose con science is as true to duty
as the nee dle to the pole, men who will stand for the right
though the heav ens fall.

But such a char ac ter is not the re sult of ac ci dent; it is not
due to spe cial fa vors or en dow ments of Prov i dence. A no -
ble char ac ter is the re sult of self-dis ci pline, of the
sub jec tion of the lower to the higher na ture the sur ren der
of self for the ser vice of love to God and
man.

The youth need to be im pressed with
the truth that their en dow ments are not
their own (Ed u ca tion, p. 57).

Your first work in choos ing an occu pa tion
is to sur ren der your self to God. Give your all
to the Lord remem ber ing that you are not
your own but are bought with a price, the
blood of Jesus (1 Corin thi ans 6:20; 1 Peter
1:19). Ask God what he would have you do.
Seek his will and pur pose for your life, and
he will reveal it to you. There is much to do
for God and as he calls you, do not hesitate.

Strength, time, in tel lect, are but lent
trea sures. They be long to God, and it
should be the re solve of ev ery youth to put 
them to the high est use. He is a branch,
from which God ex pects fruit; a stew ard, whose cap i tal
must yield in crease; a light, to il lu mi nate the world's
darkness.

Ev ery youth, ev ery child, has a work to do for the honor
of God and the up lift ing of hu man ity (Ibid., pp. 57, 58).

Today, Jesus says to us: “The har vest truly is plen te ous,
but the labour ers are few (Mat thew 9:37).” Mil lions of pre -
cious souls that Jesus shed his blood for are per ish ing not
hav ing known him. Mul ti tudes are hun ger ing and thirst ing
for the bread of life and would gladly accept the truth if it was 
only brought to them. There is much to do dear fel low young
peo ple; Will we let the har vest go to waste? “Arise, shine; for
thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee 
(Isa iah 60:1).” God needs pas tors, teach ers, evan ge lists,
godly youth, and faith ful, godly hus bands and wives. He

needs men and women, mis sion ar ies who will carry the gos -
pel to every nation, kin dred, tongue, and peo ple; who will
vig or ously speak and preach of par don and sal va tion through 
Christ with clar ity and sim plic ity.

Ev ery act of loy alty and faith will be crowned with spe -
cial to kens of God's fa vor and ap pro ba tion. To ev ery
worker is given the prom ise: “He that goeth forth and
weepeth, bear ing pre cious seed, shall doubt less come
again with re joic ing, bring ing his sheaves with him (Tes ti -
mo nies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 395).

With such an army of work ers as our youth, rightly
trained, might fur nish, how soon the mes sage of a cru ci -
fied, risen, and soon-com ing Sav iour might be car ried to
the whole world (The Faith I Live By, p. 332).

Just imag ine what God could do with young peo ple who
have totally given them selves to be used by him! There is a
work that we youn ger dis ci ples who have our health and
strength can do that our elders can not. When our faith ful
min is ters, work ers, and mis sion ar ies are no lon ger able to do

the work who will take their place? “I heard
the voice of the Lord, say ing, Whom shall I
send, and who will go for us (Isa iah 6:8)?”
To my fel low youth whom God has given
capa bil i ties, will you have zeal and decide to
join God’s army? Will you give your heart
and live unre serv edly to God and his ser -
vice? Our great and mighty Father needs
you, young man, and you, young lady, to ful -
fill the spe cial pur pose and place he has for
you. We have a high and holy call ing as
Chris tians. God is call ing, “Whom can I
send? Who is will ing to work for me?” Are
you, and am I, will ing to say, “Here I am,
Lord, send me?" Broth ers and sis ters, today
there is the smoke of a thou sand towns and
vil lages where the three angels’ mes sages
have never been heard. Some of those towns
and vil lages are in Africa, but some may be

near you. Will you respond to your call as Living stone did to
his? Let’s be on fire for the Lord. Let’s not waste our men tal
and phys i cal strength and health on our selves but give it to
God and let him work through us and use us that we may be
wor thy of the crown of life. ?

(Elyssa Sims is a youth liv ing in Cal i for nia  seek ing God’s
direc tion for her life. She desires to enter the mis sion field
some day, per haps in Africa or even Korea. We hope that this
encour ag ing appeal, along  with the puz zle on the next page
which was designed for youn ger folks, will encour age our
youth in spir i tual things. We urge the par ents of the youth to
help with the puz zle, as well as to read the Youths’ Cor ner
story to their chil dren. These last pages of Old Paths, with
their empha sis upon mis sion work and char ac ter build ing,
will be a sure bless ing to all.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Edi tor)
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The Fruit of the Spirit is Love
For the young and the young at heart!

Across:

  1. “A ________ loveth at all times (Prov erbs 17:17).”

  3. “I have loved the _______ of thy house (Psalm 26:8).”

  7. “Being _______ together in love (Colossians 2:2).”

  9. “Love the _______ (Amos 5:15).”

11.“Which . . . will love him _______ (Luke 7:42).”

13. “His _______over me is love (Song of Sol o mon 2:4).”

15. “How _______ will ye love van ity (Psalm 4:2)?”

16. “_______ will . . . love the other (Mat thew 6:24).”

18. “Esteem them very highly in love for their _______ sake  
      (1 Thessalonians 5:13).”

20. “I have loved thee with an _______ love (Jer e miah 31:3).”

23. “Love _______ all sins (Prov erbs 10:12).”

24. “Love is _______ God (1 John 4:7).”

26. “Walk _______ love (Ephe sians 5:2).”

27. “_______ of love (Hosea 11:4).”

28. “I love the _______ (John 14:31).”

29. “Love not _______ (Prov erbs 20:13).”

30. “Thou shalt love thy _______ (Levit i cus 19:18).”

32. “My peo ple love to have it _______ (Jer e miah
5:31).”

36. “I love my _______ (Exo dus 21:5).”

37. “I will love _______ (Psalm 18:1).”

38. “Love casteth out _______ (1 John 4:18).”

40. “The love of _______ is the root of all evil
      (1 Tim o thy 6:10).”

42. “They shall _______ that love thee (Psalm
      122:6).”

43. “As _______ as I love, I rebuke and chas ten 
      (Rev e la tion 3:19).”

44. “He will _______ in his love (Zephaniah
      3:17).”

45. “Let us not love in _______, . . .but in deed\
      (1 John 3:18).”

46. “A _______ to love (Eccle si as tes 3:8).”

47. “Love is strong as _______ (Song of Sol o mon
      8:6).”

Down:

  2. “Let us _______ love in word, . . .but in deed
      (1 John 3:18).”

  4. “Love the _______ (1Peter 2:17).”

  5. “I the Lord love _______ (Isa iah 61:8).”

  6. “Love the _______ (Deu ter on omy 6:5).”

  8. “Love worketh no _______ (Romans 13:10).”

10. “Love your _______ (Luke 6:27).”

11. Per sonal pro noun

12. “I will love _______ no more (Hosea 9:15).”

14. “Thy _______ do I love (Psalm 119:163).”

17. “The love of many shall _______ cold (Mat thew 24:12).”

19. “Love ye there fore the _______ (Deu ter on omy 10:19).”

21. “_______ love hath no man (John 15:13).”

22. “Many _______ can not quench love (Song of Sol o mon
      8:7).”

23. “Love of _______ (Ephe sians 3:19).”

25. “Let _______ love con tinue (Hebrews 13:1).”

31. “Love no false _______ (Zech a riah 8:17).”

33. “Love _______ another (1 Peter 1:22).”

34. “Love _______ (Micah 6:8).”

35. “Remem ber ing . . .your . . ._______ of love
      (1 Thessalonians 1:3).”

39. “Thou hast _______ thy first love (Rev e la tion 2:4).”

40. “I will love them no _______ (Hosea 9:15).”

41. “Ye _______ not the love of God (John 5:42).”

Re printed  with per mis sion from the April 8, 1990 is sue of
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Youths’ Cor ner–Pas tor Chris tian and the Samer
Where do you think the most beautiful place in all the
earth is? Some people think the Rocky Mountains are
beautiful, and they are! Tennessee, Virginia, and the
Carolinas have a loveliness that draws people.
Springtime in England is wonderful, Ethiopia has a
grandeur all its own, as do Switzerland and, really, every
other country. Many people enjoy the setting sun on the
Sahara Desert or the ocean coast in the tropics, but the
story I have to tell you this month is about a different area
on earth, an area that Pastor Christian thought was the
most beautiful to be found anywhere. It is a land in the
northern parts of Finland and Norway, an area that
includes parts of the Arctic Circle. There is snow and
frozen land everywhere above the Arctic Circle. Trees
and bushes do not grow very well here, but Elder
Christian thought it was beautiful because over the frozen 
tundra and flat land the starry sky seems very close. It is a
land known as the Land of the Midnight Sun because
there are times every year when the sun does not set, and 
if you happened to be out on the snowy expanses then
you might see glowing lights with rich hues quivering,
shimmering, and moving across the sky. We call them the 
northern lights, and Pastor Christian thought that
nowhere else on the earth was the handiwork of God
seen in such radiant splendor as here. In addition to the
glory of the heavens, though, there were towering
mountains with quaint little villages in the valleys below
the Arctic Circle and fascinating fiords, which are fingers
of water reaching up into the land.

Not only did the people have weeks where the sun did
not set, they also had weeks, almost two months worth,
when the sun did not rise! It was dark and they had to
have lights burning all the time. The area was also very
isolated. Villages might be ten miles apart, even homes
could be ten miles apart! Travel in the 1940s in this area
was difficult. Not many people had vehicles and when it
is dark all the time it can get rather discouraging. People
were not able to visit each other very much. It was too
cold and dark to go outside, but God had colporteurs in
the area who went from village to village, and home to
home, even though these places might be three to ten
miles apart and they went on foot! The colporteurs
visited the homes and villages in the winter because in
the summer the swarms of mosquitoes were so bad that
nobody wanted to be outside, so they went door to door
in the winter even though it was very cold. The
temperatures were almost always below zero
Fahrenheit and 30 degrees below zero was common.

Pastor Christian thought about his people spread out,
lonely, and perhaps getting discouraged, and he thought,
“I must visit my people up in the northern areas during this 
time of no light because I know they do not have anyone
to meet with. They live so far apart and they may be

getting unhappy, so I will go and visit them!” So he and
another brother decided to make a trip up into the Arctic
Circle to visit their church members in northern Finland
and Norway, and they had to go by reindeer. There were
no cars to drive although there were occasional trucks,
but to go this far north they had to go by reindeer sleds,
which is something like dog sled travel in Alaska.

Before they left for this trip, however, Pastor Christian
went to Helsinki and purchased the warmest clothes he
could find because he was going to be out in the open for
much of his trip, making a circle up through the villages
and little isolated places above the Arctic Circle and then 
circling back home. The first thing he looked for were
boots. He found warm, felt boots that came all the way
up to his hips. He could hardly walk! Over these boots he
put two pairs of warm woolen socks, and over these
socks he put his regular overshoes. This took care of his
legs and feet. He also wore long johns and a whole suit
of warm clothing. Over this he had a fur coat. He also had 
a fur hat and two pairs of fur mittens. He could barely
walk, but he did!

Now, there were ten reindeer and ten sleds—one man 
per sled, and Pastor Christian was one of the men. Now,
he had never driven a reindeer sled before. He was new
at this. There were some experienced people on this trip, 
it is true, but he was responsible for his own sled and his
own reindeer. He soon found out that the reindeer loped
along at about four miles an hour, but Pastor Christian
wanted to go faster. It was cold, and he wanted to get to
the next village so he tried to get his reindeer to go faster. 
Do you know what happened? The reindeer turned
around and with his strong forefeet began to stamp at
Pastor Christian. The only thing he could do was quickly
turn his sled over and hide under it until the reindeer
stopped hitting the ground and sled. Then in Pastor
Christian’s imagination the reindeer seemed to take a
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deep breath, and turning back to his task of pulling the
sled was ready to move along—four miles an hour
again! Pastor Christian was not happy with this and
again urged his reindeer to run faster. The reindeer
stopped, turned around, and under the sled Pastor
Christian went! Of course, the seasoned reindeer
drivers were laughing at this point. Pastor Christian had
to wait until the reindeer stopped stamping on him. In
one hour, this happened eighteen times, until Pastor
Christian finally realized that he could not force the
reindeer to go any faster than the reindeer wanted to go.
So it was at four miles an hour that they sledded along to
the next village.

When they got to the border of what has been called
Lapland, but where the native people call themselves
the Sámi or Samer which means peaceful or those who
whisper, one of the keepers of the hotel said, “We cannot 
let you cross into the Arctic Circle in those clothes. Do
you want to die? We have a mandate from the
government that says we must dress anyone going into
the Arctic Circle! No European clothes are allowed. So,
go on up to your room and my husband will come up with
the clothes that you must wear.” And soon he did go up,
carrying clothes and a bundle of hay. Pastor Christian
had to take off all of what he thought had been warm
clothes and wear what the innkeeper gave him, which
were warm reindeer skins, supposedly the warmest
skins you can possibly find. From head to toe he wore
warm, light reindeer skins, including two pairs of
reindeer boots. Now this was in the late 1930s or early
1940s and the warm insulated clothing we are used to
today they did not have. The first pair of boots Pastor
Christian wore was filled with dry hay. He placed his feet
into them and then the second pair of boots was pulled
over that. Later he was very thankful he was wrapped in
reindeer skins because they became lost in a blizzard for 
hours and he said his clothing saved his life.

After he had made the rounds in visiting the people in
the far north and he was on his way back, he parted with
his other pastor friend. His friend went home one way,
and Pastor Christian returned home another way. Pastor 
Christian had to turn his reindeer clothes in at the next
hotel because he was only using them and someone
else might need them, but he obtained other warm
clothing to wear.

Part of his journey home included riding to the next
village in the back of a truck that could only go twelve
miles an hour through the deep snow. It was sixty degrees 
Fahrenheit below zero. He and four men were in the back
of the truck. They were spread out a little and seated in
the back of the truck, but it was slow going to the next
village and the cold seeped in through their thick clothing.
Remember the driver could only go twelve miles an hour
through the snow. Along the way there were stones on the 
road that marked off the kilometers. Every stone had a
number on it that measured the distance traveled. Finally,

it was getting so cold in the truck that the four men
huddled together to keep warm. Pastor Christian thought, 
“I have to do something to help me get through this and
take my mind off the cold,” so he decided to make up a
little poem for every kilometer passed and he repeated
that poem over and over until he came to the next
kilometer marker. For example, at kilometer 124, he
started to sing, “Count one hundred and twenty-four, I can 
stand all of this and more.” Then later at kilometer 139, he
sang, “Count one hundred and thirty-nine, Though it’s
cold, I’m feeling fine.” Singing these rhymes seemed to
give him courage. An hour later he was singing, “Count
one hundred and fifty-five, Numb and freezing but still
alive!” And finally, “Count one hundred and sixty-one,
God be praised that the thing is done!” And do you know
what? They had to carry him off the truck. He could not
walk he was so cold. They carried him up to his room and
looked after him. He warmed up and slept until the next
morning. One of the innkeepers said, “You must be on
very important business to risk such a dangerous
journey!” And Pastor Christian thought, “Yes! I am on the
most important business there is! I am out sharing God’s
word and encouraging God’s people even up in the far
north where the sun doesn’t shine for many weeks; where 
life is harsh, even under the best of circumstances; and
where the weather is cold, rough, and raw. I am out
encouraging God’s people to stay true and faithful to him!”

At one stop on this journey, Pastor Christian met an
innkeeper who said he had the largest library in the
whole area. Pastor Christian said, “Well, I would like to
see your library,” but the man said, “No, I will bring it to
you.” And do you know what he brought? Five books!
One book was the Bible, another book was on
mathematics, another was a book on how to care for
reindeer, another was a reading book, and the last was a
book on Bible prophecy that he had purchased from
visiting colporteurs. This was the biggest library in his
region. These people had little to keep them going and
very few to teach them about God, and so a pastor
visiting them is doing the very best work because many
of the people did not have a Bible to read for themselves
and they were in need of someone to tell them about the
good tidings of salvation. This reminds me of the verse in 
Isaiah which says: “How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that
publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good,
that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God
reigneth (Isaiah 52:7)!”

The innkeeper with the five books did not know at first
who Pastor Christian was, and after he showed Pastor
Christian his book on prophecy he told him he should get a
copy for himself! Pastor Christian then introduced himself
and spent the next few hours with him studying the
prophecies of the Bible. Even though the innkeeper had
never seen an Adventist other than the two girls who had
sold him the book, he rejoiced in the advent hope!
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We can share the good news of salvation with those
around us too. We may not live in the land of the Midnight
Sun where it can also be dark for several weeks a year,
but we do live in a land of spiritual darkness, and Jesus
wants us to let our lights shine for him.

Onycha Holt

Old Paths is a free monthly news let ter/study-pa per pub lished by
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