
Old Paths
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls.  Jer e miah 6:16

The se cret of the LORD is with them that
fear  him;  and  he  will  show  them  his
cove nant. Psalm 25:14
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Prayer Re quests
Trag edy struck the Smyrna fam ily
on Novem ber 8 when Jason Dubbs,
the twenty-five year old grand son of 
Glen and Ann Ford, was killed in an
auto mo bile acci dent. His father,
Kevin Dubbs, was seri ously injured
also in this crash. Jason leaves
behind a wife, Amanda, and daugh -
ter, Aliea Nicole. We sin cerely ask
that you lift up this dear fam ily at
this time in their bereave ment.
Please also remem ber Kevin who, at 
the time of this writ ing, has been on
life sup port in the ICU at the
Charleston Area Med i cal Cen ter
with head trauma. He has recently
shown signs of improve ment, and
his con di tion is sta ble but guarded.

This will explain why many have
not been able to reach us in the
office the last few weeks. Please be
patient with us, as Sis ter Ann needs
as much time to be with Kevin as she 
is able to spend.
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“Hast thou entered into the treasures of the
snow (Job 38:22)?” 
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By Allen Stump

In the last two arti cles we pub lished on the doc trine of sin, we 
have seen that the doc trine of sin is one of the foun da tional
issues of the Bible. Upon our under stand ing of sin are built
many other doc trines. In fact, it is hard to think of a doc trine
that is not affected, at least in some degree, by our con cept of
sin. We also noted that the Bible says that sin is the trans gres -
sion of God’s law and that the larger issue of sin comes down
to the issue of the choices we make. We will not give an
exten sive review of this topic now, but we encour age any one
who has not read the arti cles pub lished in the Octo ber and
Novem ber issues of Old Paths to care fully read them. (Note:
The Octo ber arti cle was incor rectly titled “The Nature of
Sin” instead of “The Doc trine of Sin, Part 1.”)

In this part of our series, we wish to clar ify some points
that may not have been clear in Part 2, where we noted: “The
sin ful nature is not removed at con ver sion but guilt is, as we
receive a new mind from Jesus in place of the car nal mind.
The sin ful nature of the saints will be changed when Jesus
comes back at the sec ond com ing, but today we may have the 
mind of Christ (1 Corin thi ans 2:16).” We clearly stated that
we receive a new mind from Jesus when we are con verted,
and in the lead arti cle of last month’s paper we quoted
Romans 8:6-9 and then stated.

We are to over come as Je sus did by com bin ing di vin ity
with hu man ity, and Pe ter states that we are to be come
“par tak ers of the di vine na ture” through the “ex ceed ing
great and pre cious prom ises (2 Peter 1:4).”

When we men tioned the fallen nature last month in the
arti cle “The Doc trine of Sin,” we were dis cuss ing the fallen
sin ful flesh with which we are all born. This was said to not
be removed until Jesus comes. The tim ing of this removal
was set in oppo si tion to the removal of the car nal mind of
man which must be replaced with the mind of Jesus Christ at
con ver sion before Jesus comes.

The Bible speaks of the born again expe ri ence in dif fer ent
places and in dif fer ent ways, but it actu ally only uses the
expres sion “born again” three times (John 3:3, 7; 1 Peter
1:23). In our arti cle last month, we spoke of “born-again”
per sons and wrote: “The sin ful nature is not removed at con -
ver sion but guilt is, as we receive a new mind from Jesus in
place of the car nal mind.” Here we clearly made a dif fer ence
between the sin ful nature that is not removed at con ver sion
and the car nal mind that is removed as we receive the mind of 
Jesus.

Some have mis un der stood us to teach that sin is only out -
ward actions; however, all sin begins in the heart. Did not
Jesus say:

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou
shalt not kill; and who so ever shall kill shall be in dan ger of 
the judg ment: But I say unto you, That who so ever is an gry 
with his brother with out a cause shall be in dan ger of the
judg ment: and who so ever shall say to his brother, Raca,
shall be in dan ger of the coun cil: but who so ever shall say,
Thou fool, shall be in dan ger of hell fire (Mat thew 5:21,
22). (See also verses 27 and 28.)

Fur ther Jesus noted:

For from within, out of the heart of men, pro ceed evil
thoughts, adul ter ies, for ni ca tions, mur ders, Thefts, cov et -
ous ness, wick ed ness, de ceit, las civ i ous ness, an evil eye,
blas phemy, pride, fool ish ness: All these evil things come
from within, and de file the man (Mark 7:21-23). 

While sin is the trans gres sion of the law, God’s law is
broad and includes the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Before we strike our neigh bor or kill him, anger has first
boiled up in our hearts. That is why Jesus stated that we must
be born again. We must have a new heart to replace the old
heart, for the sin ful heart is the root of the prob lem. This heart 
is of course a spir i tual heart. The same heart of lit eral flesh is
still within the per son, as is his fleshly brain. This is why
Ellen White wrote:

Talk of Christ, and when the heart is con verted, ev ery -
thing that is out of har mony with the word of God will
drop off. It is only la bor in vain to pick leaves off a liv ing
tree. The leaves will re ap pear. The ax must be laid at the
root of the tree, and then the leaves will fall off, never to re -
turn (The Signs of the Times, July 1, 1889).

Yet even in a con verted per son, the flesh will try to strive
for the mas tery. Temp ta tions will still arise from within the
born-again per son because he still lives in sin ful flesh which
has the power to prompt the spirit within to do wrong. But
when one is born from above, a new power is in oper a tion
within the per son. The power of God’s spirit is work ing
within the man. Now instead of the clam ors of the flesh con -
trol ling a sick, pow er less, and car nal mind, the mind of
Christ is in con trol of the sick, sin ful flesh and keeps the sin -
ful flesh under con trol. This is why Paul could write:

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war af ter the
flesh: (For the weap ons of our war fare are not car nal, but
mighty through God to the pull ing down of strong holds;)
Cast ing down imag i na tions, and ev ery high thing that
exalteth it self against the knowl edge of God, and bring ing
into cap tiv ity ev ery thought to the obe di ence of Christ
(2 Co rin thi ans 10:3-5).
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Though the believer now has the mind of Christ, he still
lives in sin ful flesh and that sin ful flesh does not give up the
bat tle eas ily. Paul noted his need to have the mind reign over
the flesh when he wrote:

But I keep un der my body, and bring it into sub jec tion:
lest that by any means, when I have preached to oth ers, I
my self should be a cast away (1 Co rin thi ans 9:27).

Paul was the great est of apos tles, and if ever a man was
con verted it was Paul. Yet, even Paul knew that the sin ful
flesh still was at war with the spirit. Though this was a con -
stant con flict, Paul knew that vic tory could be found in Jesus
Christ at every step of the Chris tian life as he chose to fol low
Jesus and deny self.

Sanc ti fi ca tion is not the work of an hour, it is the re sult
of the con stant ef fort of a life time. We must fight the good
fight of faith, strug gle against the pow ers of dark ness, re -
sist evil, sub due the nat u ral ten den cies to sin, and by the
grace of God per fect ho li ness, and work out our own sal -
va tion. The nearer we come to Je sus and be hold the pu rity
and great ness of his char ac ter, the less we shall feel like
ex alt ing self. The con trast be tween our char ac ter and his
will lead to hu mil i a tion of soul and deep heart-search ing.
We shall not de sire to boast of our ho li ness; but the more
we love Je sus, the more will self be for got ten and hum -
bled. When our souls are filled with self-es teem and pride
we can not re al ize the need of di vine power; but when we
are aware of our own in suf fi ciency our hearts cry out,
“Other ref uge have I none,” and we hang our help less
souls upon Him who is mighty to save (The Signs of the
Times, Feb ru ary 10, 1888).

Christ has given us no as sur ance that to at tain per fec tion 
of char ac ter is an easy mat ter. A no ble, all-round char ac ter
is not in her ited. It does not come to us by ac ci dent. A no ble 
char ac ter is earned by in di vid ual ef fort through the mer its
and grace of Christ. God gives the tal ents, the pow ers of
the mind; we form the char ac ter. It is formed by hard, stern
bat tles with self. Con flict af ter con flict must be waged
against he red i tary ten den cies. We shall have to crit i cize
our selves closely, and al low not one un fa vor able trait to
remain uncorrected.

Let no one say, I can not rem edy my de fects of char ac ter. 
If you come to this de ci sion, you will cer tainly fail of ob -
tain ing ev er last ing life. The im pos si bil ity lies in your own
will. If you will not, then you can not over come. The real
dif fi culty arises from the cor rup tion of an unsanctified
heart, and an un will ing ness to sub mit to the con trol of God 
(Christ’s Ob ject Les sons, p. 331).

Now there is a verse in the Bible we wish to exam ine that
was not the focus of the last part of this series. This text is
found in a majes tic sec tion of Ephe sians:

Among whom also we all had our con ver sa tion in times
past in the lusts of our flesh, ful fill ing the de sires of the

flesh and of the mind; and were by na ture the chil dren of
wrath, even as oth ers. But God, who is rich in mercy, for
his great love where with he loved us, Even when we were
dead in sins, hath quick ened us to gether with Christ, (by
grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up to gether, and
made us sit to gether in heav enly places in Christ Je sus
(Ephe sians 2:3-6).

Speak ing of believ ers who were saved by grace, sit ting
“together in heav enly places in Christ Jesus,” Paul says they
“were by nature the chil dren of wrath.” This verb, were,  is an 
imper fect tense of the Greek which nor mally car ries the con -
cept of con tin ual action, but with the verb “to be” or one of its 
forms the imper fect tense is used as a gen eral past tense and
does not carry the con no ta tion of con tin ual or repeated
action. Paul is, there fore, speak ing of a past expe ri ence for
the believ ers of Ephesus. This is not the sin ful flesh Paul is
speak ing of but rather the car nal mind, and Paul can say that
because these believ ers who have been saved by grace have
the mind or Spirit of Jesus. We know that they must have the
mind of Christ, for inspi ra tion tells us: “Now if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his (Romans 8:9).”

Ellen White wrote some excel lent state ments that speak of 
the “nature” being changed, and, of course, this is speak ing
of the car nal mind that must be changed.

 The knowl edge of God is the knowl edge of all truth,
and is the be gin ning of all un der stand ing. It is our righ -
teous ness, our sanc ti fi ca tion, our re demp tion. To those
who re ceive and prac tise them, the truths of the Word of
God are as the leaves of the tree of life. But be fore man can
re ceive these truths, he must realize his need.

Self–the old dis obe di ent na ture–must be cru ci fied, and
Christ must take up His abode in the heart. Thus the hu man 
agent is born again, with a new na ture. The new born child
of God be gins to have some con cep tion of what God is. To
all in tents and pur poses, truth is truth to him. He has
caught a glimpse of God’s glory. A sense of his ac count -
abil ity to God quenches the un holy am bi tion that keeps
upon the soul a gall ing yoke of guilt. The light in which he
en ters is soft ened and sub dued, tem pered to suit his con di -
tion. By daily be hold ing Je sus and striv ing to prac tise His
vir tues, his spir i tual per cep tions grow clearer and
stronger.

God says, “A new heart will I give you.” Ev ery learner
may be re newed in knowl edge and true ho li ness. The ran -
som of an en slaved race was Christ’s pur pose in com ing to
this earth. Christ alone can make us free. And those whom
He makes free are free in deed. His power breaks the yoke
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“A noble character is earned by individual effort
through the merits and grace of Christ. God gives the
talents, the powers of the mind; we form the character
(Ellen G. White).” 



of bond age that binds man to the great de ceiver. But how
many there are who are un will ing to al low Christ to break
their shack les. How many there are who choose to cling to
the thral dom of sin.

The Gos pel of Christ is truly be lieved only when it is
prac tised. Faith is jus ti fied by works. Self must be hid;
Christ must ap pear as the Chiefest among ten thou sand,
the One al to gether lovely  (The Signs of the Times, July 26, 
1905).

Je sus con tin ued: “That which is born of the flesh is
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” By na -
ture the heart is evil, and “who can bring a clean thing out
of an un clean? not one.” Job 14:4. No hu man in ven tion
can find a rem edy for the sin ning soul. “The car nal mind is
en mity against God: for it is not sub ject to the law of God,
nei ther in deed can be.” “Out of the heart pro ceed evil
thoughts, mur ders, adul ter ies, for ni ca tions, thefts, false
wit ness, blas phe mies.” Rom. 8:7; Matt. 15:19. The foun -
tain of the heart must be pu ri fied be fore the streams can
be come pure. He who is try ing to reach heaven by his own
works in keep ing the law is at tempt ing an im pos si bil ity.
There is no safety for one who has merely a le gal re li gion,
a form of god li ness. The Chris tian’s life is not a mod i fi ca -
tion or im prove ment of the old, but a trans for ma tion of
na ture. There is a death to self and sin, and a new life al to -
gether. This change can be brought about only by the
ef fec tual work ing of the Holy Spirit (The De sire of Ages,
p. 172).

At con ver sion we receive a new heart and we are trans -
formed by the renew ing of our minds (Romans 12:2). Our
flesh will not be changed until Jesus comes, at which time we 
will be trans lated by the renew ing of the flesh. God has given
us this fleet ing time of pro ba tion, beloved, to seek him for the 
new heart so nec es sary to bat tle “the good fight of faith.” If
you have not fully given your life to Jesus, please do so
today. If you have at one time given your life to Christ, I urge
you to care fully con sider your life, to see if you are really of
the faith or not. Do you find sweet time with Jesus and is it
your desire to fully under stand the gos pel and live it in your
life? Remem ber, “The gos pel of Christ is the law exem pli -
fied in char ac ter (Maranatha, p. 18).” A gos pel that does not
teach and pro vide for the “the law” to be “exem pli fied in
char ac ter” is what Paul calls “another gos pel.” ?
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Should We Celebrate Christmas?
“It’s the most won der ful time of the year,” or so a pop u lar
song with that title says. Best-sell ing author and pas tor Rick
War ren recently wrote a book pro mot ing Christ mas time,
describ ing the won ders of this hol i day dur ing which peo ple
feel a close ness and a love that does not seem to be felt at
other times of the year. Most hol i days are sin gle-day affairs,
but Christ mas takes up more than the entire month of Decem -
ber, and each year it seems to extend a lit tle lon ger. I
remem ber that when I was young there were three dis tinct
“hol i days” in our sec u lar cal en dar dur ing the months of
Octo ber through Decem ber. First was Hal low een, which was 
fol lowed by Thanksgiving, and then usu ally the day after
Thanksgiving but not before, the Christ mas sea son would
begin. In most places in Amer ica today, the “Christ mas sea -
son” begins before Hal low een.

What is the his tory behind Christ mas and its obser vance? Is
it a holy day, a hol i day, or a pagan fes ti val? Let us begin with
the name “Christ mas.” This is really a short ened ver sion of the 
term “Christ Mass.” Each year the Cath o lic Church has a spe -
cial mass on Decem ber 25 to cel e brate the sup posed birth date
of Christ, but accord ing to the Bible, and vir tu ally all Bible
schol ars agree, the birth of Jesus Christ was not on Decem ber
25. Luke 2:8 states, “And there were in the same coun try shep -
herds abid ing in the field, keep ing watch over their flock by
night.” It is very doubt ful that shep herds would be in the fields
of Pal es tine with their sheep on Decem ber 25. Also, accord ing 
the proph ecy of Dan iel 9 and cor rob o rated by the gos pel
accounts, Jesus was to have a three and one-half year min is try.
This min is try, accord ing to the gos pels, ended in the spring at
the time of the Pass over. Going back three and one half years
from spring brings one to the fall sea son. If Jesus began his
pub lic min is try when he turned thirty (Luke 3:23), then that
would put his birth in the early fall.

The Cath o lic Church first began to observe Christ mas on
Decem ber 25 due to the decree of Pope Jul ius I in A.D. 350.
Christ mas did not appear on the date books until it was
marked on a Roman cal en dar in A.D. 336, which was shortly
after Constantine’s sup posed accep tance of Chris tian ity.
Why was the 25th of Decem ber cho sen?

To some the De cem ber date may seem com pletely ar bi -
trary, but in fact it was a cal cu lated choice that re flected
the im por tance of win ter sol stice fes ti vals for the cul tures
of pre-Chris tian Eu rope and Asia. To abol ish these fes ti -
vals in fa vor of strictly Chris tian forms of cel e bra tion
would have been ex tremely un pop u lar. Though many
early Chris tian lead ers such as Greg ory of Nazainzus
spoke out against com bin ing pa gan and Chris tian ways, it
be came clear early on that rather than try ing to beat the pa -
gans, Chris tians would be wiser to join them in their own
game – to in cor po rate their most deep-rooted tra di tions
into Christian worship and celebration.

Con tin ued on page 11

Please also keep the Bill Fairchild fam ily lifted up in
prayer as they have recently had a son and a grand son seri -
ously injured. In a sim i lar line, we all have fam i lies that need
prayer so let us not for get those at home or close to home.

Let us also remem ber Pres i dent Elect Obama, who is pre -
par ing to take office soon. The chal lenges he is fac ing are
daunt ing. Editor

“Prayer Re quests” con tin ued from page 1

**********



The Judg ment
Getting the Big and Broad Picture

by Allen Stump

We are cer tainly liv ing in an excit ing time. Things of this
earth are wrap ping up very quickly. The world’s econ omy is
in an unend ing down ward spi ral. It has entered into a seem -
ingly bot tom less pit and noth ing, I believe, is going to be able 
to effect a long-term solu tion. We may have a short-term
reprieve to a degree. The lead ers of the world are try ing to
find a solu tion. Many are look ing to Pres i dent Elect Obama
in the hope that he will have an answer. Inter est ingly, the
rumor mill had been stat ing for quite a while that some kind
of finan cial cri sis would hap pen in Sep tem ber. Some peo ple
even pin pointed the time spe cif i cally to mid-Sep tem ber. It is
inter est ing to note that some of the same sources that pre -
dicted the mid-Sep tem ber finan cial cri sis have also
pre dicted that around Feb ru ary of next year there may be a
total col lapse.

The times we are liv ing in are rush ing past us quickly, and
we are near ing the end rap idly. We have been told that “the
agen cies of evil are com bin ing their forces and con sol i dat ing.
They are strength en ing for the last great cri sis. Great changes
are soon to take place in our world, and the final move ments
will be rapid ones (Tes ti mo nies for the Church, vol. 9, p. 11; all 
empha sis in this arti cle sup plied unless oth er wise noted).” In
the same tes ti mony, penned in 1909, she wrote:

There are not many, even among ed u ca tors and states -
men, who com pre hend the causes that un der lie the pres ent
state of so ci ety. Those who hold the reins of gov ern ment
are not able to solve the prob lem of moral cor rup tion, pov -
erty, pau per ism, and in creas ing crime. They are strug gling 
in vain to place busi ness op er a tions on a more se cure ba -
sis (Ibid., p. 13).

What would Sis ter White say if she were alive today and
could see the cur rent events unfold before her? I am sure that
she would have words no less strong. The great est prob lem
we face today is not the econ omy but the moral cor rup tion
that is so prev a lent. The churches and the doc trines they
teach and prac tice must be held account able for the cur rent
state of affairs. Jesus declared that his peo ple were to be “the
salt of the earth (Mat thew 5:13).” The cur rent state of affairs
is due to a lack of the Chris tian being the pre ser va tive agent
they have been called to be in this world. This becomes
under stand able when we real ize that most pro fessed Chris -
tian churches teach that human ity will not and can not
mor ally change until Jesus comes. The teach ing is pop u lar
that one may come to Jesus and find for give ness but not
power to overcome all sin.

Recently I attended a funeral, and at the graveside ser vice
the min is ter read: “For this cor rupt ible must put on

incorruption, and this 
mor tal must put on
immor tal ity (1 Corin thi ans 15:53).” He then remarked, “You 
see, here the Bible says that we are cor rupt ible. We are all
sin ners. Not any one of us is any better than the other, and we
will all be just like this until Jesus comes.” These remarks
were clearly not speak ing of the flesh alone but of the spir i -
tual nature of an individual.

It is inter est ing to note that if you look at the con text of
verse 53, you will see that in verse 50 Paul says “flesh and
blood can not inherit the king dom of God,” and in verses 51
and 52 he tells us that “we shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed, In a moment, in the twin kling of an eye, at the
last trump.” Paul speaks of that which is cor rupt ible to be that 
which comes out of the grave. He speaks of two
groups—those who have died and those who have not died at 
that point—and those who were cor rupted by death and the
grave will see incorruption and those who are liv ing or mor -
tal will become immor tal. 

Despite this clear expla na tion, the min is ter (a Sev enth-day 
Adven tist) said that we are all going to be sin ners until Jesus
comes. The impli ca tions of such a teach ing are, in effect, the
defects of a per son’s char ac ter can not be rem e died in this
life time. How ever, we have been told:

Let no one say, I can not rem edy my de fects of char ac ter. 
If you come to this de ci sion, you will cer tainly fail of ob -
tain ing ev er last ing life. The im pos si bil ity lies in your own
will. If you will not, then you can not over come. The real
dif fi culty arises from the cor rup tion of an unsanctified
heart, and an un will ing ness to sub mit to the con trol of God 
(Christ’s Ob ject Les sons, p. 331).

Mis un der stand ing this issue is deadly! One who does not
believe that their char ac ter can be per fected in this life is sure
to not over come. Notice the clear teach ing from the Bible
about this issue. Ephe sians 5:27 says that Jesus is com ing
back for “a glo ri ous church, not hav ing spot, or wrin kle, or
any such thing; but that it should be holy and with out blem ish
(Greek: amomos – a“mwmoV ).” Jude writes, “Now unto him
that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to pres ent you fault -
less (amomos) before the pres ence of his glory with
exceed ing joy (Jude 24).” Rev e la tion 14:5 speaks of the
144,000 as being with out guile and fault less (amomos).

The Chris tian may wear the spot less, white robe of
Christ’s righ teous ness. (See Rev e la tion 19:8; 1 John 2:29;
3:7.) This righ teous ness is not a sham or a cloak for our filth i -
ness, but the real thing. Of course, it only comes from Jesus
as we fully sur ren der our lives to him.
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The Centrality Issue

In our dis cus sions of the gos pel today we hear much about
“the cen tral ity of the cross.” In a cur rent news let ter, Dr. Sam -
uel Bacchiocchi wrote:

Dur ing the past 50 years sev eral Ad ven tist writ ers and
pop u lar preach ers, have been en gaged in a pas sion ate
cam paign against the old Ad ven tist le gal ism, pro mot ing
in stead what is com monly called “Righ teous ness by Faith
(Endtime Is sues, #214).”

If you go back fifty years you are near the time of the pub -
li ca tion of the book Ques tions on Doc trine which rad i cally
altered Adven tist think ing on sev eral key issues.

In the cur rent Adult Sab bath School Bible Study Guide,
Atone ment and the Cross of Christ, the author, Dr. Ángel
Manuel Rodríguez, teaches the cen tral ity of the cross. It is
the focus of the sem i nary at Andrews Uni ver sity. The Apos -
tle Paul stated that he knew noth ing “save Jesus Christ, and
him cru ci fied (1 Corin thi ans 2:2).” That seems plain, does n’t 
it? Would it not be con sid ered almost blas phemy to offer
another per spec tive? Let us make it very clear that the Bible
does indeed teach over and over the neces sity of the death of
Jesus Christ upon the cross. It is the sac ri fice. Make no mis -
take about it, and it deserves a prom i nent place in the
Chris tian’s soteriology. It is not, how ever, the only theme
that should have a prom i nent place in our soteriology. I pro -
pose that, accord ing to the Bible and the Tes ti mo nies,
espe cially for Chris tians liv ing at the end of time the
sanctuary doc trine should have a posi tion front and cen ter in
our soteriology. Psalm 77:13 says, “Thy way, O God, is in the 
sanc tu ary: who is so great a God as our God?” All of the
types in the plan  of sal va tion were illus trated in the
sanctuary. Ellen White wrote:

The sanc tu ary in heaven is the very cen ter of Christ's
work in be half of men. It con cerns ev ery soul liv ing upon
the earth. It opens to view the plan of re demp tion, bring ing 
us down to the very close of time and re veal ing the tri um -
phant is sue of the con test be tween righ teous ness and sin.
It is of the ut most im por tance that all should thor oughly
in ves ti gate these sub jects and be able to give an an swer to
ev ery one that asketh them a rea son of the hope that is in
them.

The in ter ces sion of Christ in man's be half in the sanc tu -
ary above is as es sen tial to the plan of sal va tion as was His 
death upon the cross. By His death He be gan that work
which af ter His res ur rec tion He as cended to com plete in
heaven (The Great Con tro versy, pp. 489, 490).

No won der we are told:

The sub ject of the sanc tu ary and the in ves ti ga tive judg -
ment should be clearly un der stood by the peo ple of God.
All need a knowl edge for them selves of the po si tion and
work of their great High Priest. Oth er wise it will be im pos -
si ble for them to ex er cise the faith which is es sen tial at this

time or to oc cupy the po si tion which God de signs them to
fill. Ev ery in di vid ual has a soul to save or to lose. Each has
a case pend ing at the bar of God. Each must meet the great
Judge face to face. How im por tant, then, that ev ery mind
con tem plate of ten the sol emn scene when the judg ment
shall sit and the books shall be opened, when, with Dan iel,
ev ery in di vid ual must stand in his lot, at the end of the days 
(Ibid., p. 488).

The Judgment and its Central Issues

To prop erly under stand the work of Christ in the sanc tu ary and 
the judg ment hour mes sage, it is impor tant to know that in any
fair judg ment there are always three phases. Firstly, there is an
exam i na tion of the evi dence. This has been called by some the
inves ti ga tive phase of the judg ment or sim ply the inves ti ga -
tive judg ment. After the evi dence has been clearly pre sented,
the judi cial phase of the judg ment takes place wherein a deci -
sion is ren dered and, if the one under judg ment is not
acquit ted, the sen tence is deter mined. Then the final phase of
the judg ment takes place, which is called the exec u tive phase
where the sen tence is car ried out for those con demned.

This is the pro ce dure in any fair and just court. It is also the
pro ce dure that the Bible pres ents. Firstly, there is an exam i -
na tion of the evi dence. This is depicted by the prophet
Daniel:

A fi ery stream is sued and came forth from be fore him:
thou sand thou sands min is tered unto him, and ten thou sand
times ten thou sand stood be fore him: the judg ment was set,
and the books were opened. I be held then be cause of the
voice of the great words which the horn spake: I be held
even till the beast was slain, and his body de stroyed, and
given to the burn ing flame. As con cern ing the rest of the
beasts, they had their do min ion taken away: yet their lives
were pro longed for a sea son and time. I saw in the night vi -
sions, and, be hold, one like the Son of man came with the
clouds of heaven, and came to the An cient of days, and they
brought him near be fore him (Dan iel 7:9-13).

Com ment ing upon this text in her mas ter piece book, The
Great Con tro versy, Ellen White care fully noted:

Thus was pre sented to the prophet’s vi sion the great and 
sol emn day when the char ac ters and the lives of men
should pass in re view be fore the Judge of all the earth, and
to ev ery man should be ren dered “ac cord ing to his works.” 
The An cient of Days is God the Fa ther.

[Dan iel 7:13, 14 quoted.] The com ing of Christ here de -
scribed is not His sec ond com ing to the earth. He co mes to
the An cient of Days in heaven to re ceive do min ion and
glory and a king dom, which will be given Him at the close
of His work as a me di a tor. It is this com ing, and not His
sec ond ad vent to the earth, that was fore told in proph ecy
to take place at the ter mi na tion of the 2300 days in 1844.
At tended by heav enly an gels, our great High Priest en ters
the holy of holies and there ap pears in the pres ence of God
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to en gage in the last acts of His min is tra tion in be half of
man–to per form the work of in ves ti ga tive judg ment and to
make an atone ment for all who are shown to be en ti tled to
its ben e fits (The Great Con tro versy, pp. 479, 480).

This is the same judg ment which is pri mar ily referred to in
Rev e la tion 14:6, 7 that pro claims the mes sage to wor ship God
as the Cre ator and that the hour of his judg ment is come. This
phase of the judg ment has been going on since 1844.

The sec ond phase of the judg ment is also taught in the
Bible. This phase will actu ally be the lon gest, tak ing place
dur ing the thou sand years of Rev e la tion 20. In this phase of
the judg ment, the righ teous will take a part, even judg ing
angels.

“Know ye not that we shall judge angels (1 Corin thi ans
6:3)?” Clearly this is not the first phase of the judg ment of the 
fallen angels. They have already been judged as guilty of 
trea son against God and his gov ern ment and have been
expelled from heaven. What Paul is speak ing about is the
judi cial phase of the judg ment. What a respon si bil ity God
will give to the redeemed, but God has placed his seal upon
them and knows that they will do right. Not only the fallen
angels will be judged dur ing this time, but the wicked of
human ity will also be judged. The righ teous will be there to
decide the judg ment of the lost:

And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judg -
ment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that 
were be headed for the wit ness of Je sus, and for the word of 
God, and which had not wor shipped the beast, nei ther his
im age, nei ther had re ceived his mark upon their fore heads, 
or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a
thou sand years (Rev e la tion 20:4).

The Phillips trans la tion says, “And I saw thrones, with
appointed judges seated upon them.”

The third phase or the exec u tive phase of the judg ment is
found in Rev e la tion 20. It is some times also called the “great
white throne” judg ment.

And then I saw a great white throne, and One seated
upon it from whose pres ence both earth and sky fled and
van ished. Then; I saw the dead, great and small, stand ing
be fore the throne; and the books were opened. And an -
other book was opened, which is the book of life. And the
dead were judged by what was writ ten in the books con -
cern ing what they had done. The sea gave up its dead, and
death and the grave gave up the dead which were in them.
And men were judged, each ac cord ing to what he had
done. Then death and the grave were them selves hurled
into the lake of fire, which is the sec ond death (Rev e la tion
20:11-14).

The Adven tist pio neers under stood this three-phase judg -
ment well. Notice the tes ti mony of Ste phen Haskell, one of
the church’s best Bible stu dents:

The judg ment in volves, first, the in ves ti ga tion of ev ery
case, the tes ti mony of wit nesses, and the plea of the ad vo -
cate, if there is an ad vo cate. Then co mes the de ci sion of
the court; af ter that fol lows the ex e cu tion of the sen tence
ren dered by the court (The Cross and its Shadow, p. 232).

Facing our Record

A court sys tem is only ben e fi cial to the accused if he or she
wishes a trial and a chance to clear them selves. Only those
who come to God are con sid ered in the first phase of the
judg ment. Those who never claim the name of Jesus are
judged guilty by default, but those who have claimed to fol -
low Jesus are the ones who will be exam ined in the
inves ti ga tive judg ment. They are the ones who claim to be
inno cent by the mer its of Jesus. The books of heaven hold a
thor ough and faith ful record. (See Dan iel 7:10; Revelation
20:12.)

One book in heaven is called “the book of life.”  It con tains 
the names of all who have ever entered into the ser vice of
Jesus Christ (Philippians 4:3; Luke 10:20; Rev e la tion 3:5;
13:8; etc.). Those who will be finally saved are writ ten in the
book of life (Dan iel 12:1), and those who enter the city of
God are in the book of life (Rev e la tion 21:27).

There is also a book of remem brance. “Then they that
feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD

hear kened, and heard it, and a book of remem brance was
writ ten before him for them that feared the LORD, and that
thought upon his name (Malachi 3:16).” (See also Nehemiah
13:14 and Psalm 56:8.) Our records and deeds are all
recorded. Even “the coun sels of the heart” are to be made
known (Eccle si as tes 12:13, 14; Mat thew 12:36, 37;1 Corin -
thi ans 4:5).

 Despite the fact that the unerr ing God will have all the true 
facts con cern ing our lives, we need not despair, for the Bible
says that we have an advo cate, Jesus Christ, the Son of God
and the Son of Man.

My lit tle chil dren, these things write I unto you, that ye
sin not. And if any man sin, we have an ad vo cate with the
Fa ther, Je sus Christ the righ teous (1 John 2:1).

For Christ is not en tered into the holy places made with
hands, which are the fig ures of the true; but into heaven it -
self, now to ap pear in the pres ence of God for us  (He brews 
9:24).

Where fore he is able also to save them to the ut ter most
that come unto God by him, see ing he ever liveth to make
in ter ces sion for them (He brews 7:25).

Who so ever there fore shall con fess me be fore men, him
will I con fess also be fore my Fa ther which is in heaven.
But who so ever shall deny me be fore men, him will I also
deny be fore my Fa ther which is in heaven (Mat thew
10:32, 33).

The deep est in ter est man i fested among men in the de ci -
sions of earthly tri bu nals but faintly rep re sents the in ter est
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evinced in the heav enly courts when the names en tered in
the book of life come up in re view be fore the Judge of all
the earth. The di vine In ter ces sor pres ents the plea that all
who have over come through faith in His blood be for given 
their trans gres sions, that they be re stored to their Eden
home, and crowned as joint heirs with Him self to “the first
do min ion.” Mi cah 4:8. Sa tan in his ef forts to de ceive and
tempt our race had thought to frus trate the di vine plan in
man's cre ation; but Christ now asks that this plan be car -
ried into ef fect as if man had never fallen. He asks for His
peo ple not only par don and jus ti fi ca tion, full and com -
plete, but a share in His glory and a seat upon His throne.

While Je sus is plead ing for the sub jects of His grace,
Sa tan ac cuses them be fore God as trans gres sors. The great 
de ceiver has sought to lead them into skep ti cism, to cause
them to lose con fi dence in God, to sep a rate them selves
from His love, and to break His law. Now he points to the
re cord of their lives, to the de fects of char ac ter, the un like -
ness to Christ, which has dis hon ored their Re deemer, to all 
the sins that he has tempted them to com mit, and be cause
of these he claims them as his sub jects.

Je sus does not ex cuse their sins, but shows their pen i -
tence and faith, and, claim ing for them for give ness, He
lifts His wounded hands be fore the Fa ther and the holy an -
gels, say ing: I know them by name. I have graven them on
the palms of My hands (The Great Con tro versy, pp. 483,
484).

For all who wish, Jesus will be their Daysman, and he
prom ises:

All that the Fa ther giv eth me shall come to me; and him
that com eth to me I will in no wise cast out (John 6:37).

Prov erbs 28:13 says, “He that covereth his sins shall not
pros per: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have
mercy.” Those who will con fess and for sake their sins may
claim the prom ise of Jesus that his “grace is suf fi cient for”
them (2 Corin thi ans 12:9). Jesus tell us:

Come unto me, all ye that la bour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn
of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my bur den is 
light (Mat thew 11:28-30).

Those who do not repent of their sins and  seek God will be 
con demned, as well as those who have at one time pro fessed
Christ but have fallen away. They will both be blot ted out of
the book of life. 

But when the righ teous turneth away from his righ -
teous ness, and committeth in iq uity, and doeth ac cord ing
to all the abom i na tions that the wicked man doeth, shall he
live? All his righ teous ness that he hath done shall not be
men tioned: in his tres pass that he hath tres passed, and in
his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die (Ezekiel
18:24).

Who so ever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out
of my book (Ex o dus 32:33).

The choice is ours in the final set tle ment of all things. It is
as an elec tion where Jesus is vot ing for us and Satan is vot ing
against us, and we must cast the decid ing vote.

The Higher Aspect of the Judgment

While these aspects of the judg ment are a sharp focus of the
Bible, there is another aspect to the end-time judg ment
within which God has allowed his peo ple to par tic i pate. This
aspect is in rela tion ship to the great con tro versy theme and
God’s honor and char ac ter. Satan has accused God of many
evil things. It is an axiom of judg ment that when one’s word
is called into ques tion one can not defend them selves with
their own tes ti mony. God’s char ac ter and jus tice is on trial.
God can say that he is just in his deal ings with man, but Satan
says oth er wise. In effect, God is now on trial and the Bible
does, indeed, speak of this. In Romans, Paul wrote: “God for -
bid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is writ ten,
That thou mightest be jus ti fied in thy say ings, and mightest
over come when thou art judged (Romans 3:4).” Here Paul is
quot ing Psalm 51:4.

The first recorded glimpse of this great con tro versy inter -
ac tion between God and Satan is found in the old est book of
the Bible, Job. The very first thing that inspi ra tion places in
God’s word is an inside view into the great con tro versy. On
two occa sions Satan directly chal lenged God that Job only
served him out of self ish rea sons, but God used Job to dem -
on strate that this was not true and that God was fair and just
after all.

Since the fall of man, Satan has claimed this earth as his.
He is even styled as “the God of this world (2 Corin thi ans
4:4)” and “the prince of the power of the air (Ephe sians 2:2).” 
He has claimed that man was under his domin ion and could
not serve God and keep all his com mand ments. (See Signs of
the Times, July 10, 1901; Upward Look, page 228.) Through
his saints, how ever, God will dem on strate that all the charges 
of Satan are false. God will show that he can have a man that
will obey his law per fectly. God declares, “I will make a man
more pre cious than fine gold; even a man than the golden
wedge of Ophir (Isa iah 13:12).” But wait, God will not just
have a man to serve him, but a whole nation: 

In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Ju dah;
We have a strong city; sal va tion will God ap point for walls 
and bul warks. Open ye the gates, that the righ teous na tion
which keepeth the truth may en ter in (Isa iah 26:1, 2).

At his death, Jesus answered many ques tions about the
great con tro versy, but even at that time Satan was not
destroyed.

Yet Sa tan was not then de stroyed. The an gels did not even
then un der stand all that was in volved in the great con tro -
versy. The prin ci ples at stake were to be more fully re vealed.
And for the sake of man, Sa tan’s ex is tence must be con tin -
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ued. Man as well as an gels must see the con trast be tween the
Prince of light and the prince of dark ness. He must choose
whom he will serve (The De sire of Ages, p. 761).

Through His peo ple Christ is to man i fest His char ac ter
and the prin ci ples of His king dom. . . . He de sires through
His peo ple to an swer Sa tan’s charges by show ing the re -
sults of obe di ence to right prin ci ples (Christ’s Ob ject
Les sons, p. 296).

If there was ever a peo ple in need of con stantly in creas -
ing light from heaven, it is the peo ple that, in this time of
peril, God has called to be the de pos i to ries of His holy law
and to vin di cate His char ac ter be fore the world. Those to
whom has been com mit ted a trust so sa cred must be spir i -
tu al ized, el e vated, vi tal ized, by the truths they pro fess to
be lieve (Tes ti mo nies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 746).

The very im age of God is to be re pro duced in hu man ity.
The honor of God, the honor of Christ, is in volved in the
per fec tion of the char ac ter of His peo ple (The De sire of
Ages, p. 671).

How blessed we are as a peo ple to have the writ ings of
Ellen White. She was given a bal anced view of the plan of
sal va tion and the great con tro versy which nobody in her time 
under stood and per haps few have ever know. We are so
blessed to be able to live at this time. I am reminded of what
the late Dr. Mar tin Luther King said the night before he was
assas si nated. He had trav eled to Mem phis to speak to a group 
of san i ta tion work ers. After his open ing remarks he said:

Some thing is hap pen ing in Mem phis; some thing is hap -
pen ing in our world. And you know, if I were stand ing at
the be gin ning of time, with the pos si bil ity of tak ing a kind
of gen eral and pan oramic view of the whole of hu man his -
tory up to now, and the Al mighty said to me, “Mar tin
Lu ther King, which age would you like to live in?” I
would take my men tal flight by Egypt and I would watch
God’s chil dren in their mag nif i cent trek from the dark
dun geons of Egypt through, or rather across the Red Sea,
through the wil der ness on to ward the prom ised land. And
in spite of its mag nif i cence, I would n’t stop there.

I would move on by Greece and take my mind to Mount
Olym pus. And I would see Plato, Ar is totle, Soc ra tes, Eu -
rip i des and Aristophanes as sem bled around the
Par the non. And I would watch them around the Par the non
as they dis cussed the great and eter nal is sues of re al ity. But 
I would n’t stop there.

I would go on, even to the great hey day of the Ro man Em -
pire. And I would see de vel op ments around there, through
var i ous em per ors and lead ers. But I would n’t stop there.

I would even come up to the day of the Re nais sance, and
get a quick pic ture of all that the Re nais sance did for the cul -
tural and aes thetic life of man. But I would n’t stop there.

I would even go by the way that the man for whom I am
named had his hab i tat. And I would watch Mar tin Lu ther

as he tacked his ninety-five the ses on the door at the
church of Wittenberg. But I would n’t stop there.

I would come on up even to 1863, and watch a vac il lat -
ing Pres i dent by the name of Abra ham Lin coln fi nally
come to the con clu sion that he had to sign the Eman ci pa -
tion Proc la ma tion. But I would n’t stop there.

I would even come up to the early thir ties, and see a man 
grap pling with the prob lems of the bank ruptcy of his na -
tion. And come with an el o quent cry that we have noth ing
to fear but “fear it self.” But I would n’t stop there.

Strangely enough, I would turn to the Al mighty, and
say, “If you al low me to live just a few years in the sec ond
half of the 20th cen tury, I will be happy (Tran script from
re corded speech of April 3, 1968).”

Dr. King saw what he believed to be prog ress in the strug -
gle for freedom among the dif fer ent races. He believed that
liv ing dur ing his time was a great honor, and, of course, he
was right, but Dr. King only had a  par tial view. There was
much he did not under stand about the great con tro versy
theme and the vin di ca tion of God’s char ac ter. King’s view
was lim ited to the work for the peo ple of God. That work was 
and is impor tant; but, as Adven tist Chris tians with the bless -
ing of the insight God has given to us through Ellen White,
we real ize that the higher work, the great est work, for the
peo ple of God is for God and his honor and for the vin di ca -
tion of his char ac ter. As Adven tist peo ple, we under stand by
the Bible proph e cies that we are liv ing in the anti-typ i cal Day 
of Atone ment. If I were stand ing at the begin ning of time
with the pos si bil ity of tak ing a gen eral and pan oramic view
of the whole of human his tory up to now and the Almighty
said to me, “Allen Stump, which age would you like to live
in?”; I would clearly answer, “Today!”

Oh broth ers and sis ters, may we see these days for the
times that they are and under stand the work not only of our
great High Priest in Heaven but of our own duty to which we
have we have been called. As we study the judg ment hour
mes sage and the sanc tu ary mes sage and see God’s love, his
care, and his involve ment in this world and in the affairs of
men and women every where, may we each respond to God’s
call as Isa iah did. “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, say ing,
Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here
am I; send me (Isa iah 6:8).”

We are now liv ing in the great day of atone ment. In the
typ i cal ser vice, while the high priest was mak ing the
atone ment for Is rael, all were re quired to af flict their souls
by re pen tance of sin and hu mil i a tion be fore the Lord, lest
they be cut off from among the peo ple. In like man ner, all
who would have their names re tained in the book of life
should now, in the few re main ing days of their pro ba tion,
af flict their souls be fore God by sor row for sin and true re -
pen tance. There must be deep, faith ful search ing of heart.
The light, friv o lous spirit in dulged by so many pro fessed
Chris tians must be put away. There is ear nest war fare be -
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fore all who would sub due the evil ten den cies that strive
for the mas tery. The work of prep a ra tion is an in di vid ual
work. We are not saved in groups. The pu rity and de vo tion 
of one will not off set the want of these qual i ties in an other.
Though all na tions are to pass in judg ment be fore God, yet
He will ex am ine the case of each in di vid ual with as close
and search ing scru tiny as if there were not an other be ing
upon the earth. Ev ery one must be tested and found with -
out spot or wrin kle or any such thing (The Great
Con tro versy, p. 489).

Sol emn are the scenes con nected with the clos ing work
of the atone ment. Mo men tous are the in ter ests in volved
therein. The judg ment is now pass ing in the sanc tu ary
above. For many years this work has been in prog ress.
Soon–none know how soon–it will pass to the cases of the
liv ing. In the aw ful pres ence of God our lives are to come
up in re view. At this time above all oth ers it be hooves ev -
ery soul to heed the Sav iour's ad mo ni tion: “Watch and
pray: for ye know not when the time is.” Mark 13:33. “If
there fore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a
thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon
thee.” Rev e la tion 3:3

When the work of the in ves ti ga tive judg ment closes, the
des tiny of all will have been de cided for life or death. Pro -
ba tion is ended a short time be fore the ap pear ing of the Lord 
in the clouds of heaven. Christ in the Rev e la tion, look ing
for ward to that time, de clares: “He that is un just, let him be
un just still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and
he that is righ teous let him be righ teous still: and he that is
holy, let him be holy still. And, be hold, I come quickly; and
My re ward is with Me, to give ev ery man ac cord ing as his
work shall be.” Rev e la tion 22:11, 12 (Ibid., p. 490).

The righ teous and the wicked will still be liv ing upon the
earth in their mor tal state–men will be plant ing and build -
ing, eat ing and drink ing, all un con scious that the fi nal,
ir re vo ca ble de ci sion has been pro nounced in the sanc tu ary
above. Be fore the Flood, af ter Noah en tered the ark, God
shut him in and shut the un godly out; but for seven days the
peo ple, know ing not that their doom was fixed, con tin ued
their care less, plea sure-lov ing life and mocked the warn -
ings of im pend ing judg ment. “So,” says the Sav iour, “shall
also the com ing of the Son of man be.” Mat thew 24:39. Si -
lently, un no ticed as the mid night thief, will come the
de ci sive hour which marks the fix ing of ev ery man’s des -
tiny, the fi nal with drawal of mercy's of fer to guilty men.

“Watch ye there fore: . . . lest com ing sud denly He find
you sleep ing.” Mark 13:35, 36. [And what I say unto you I
say unto all, Watch. v. 37] Per il ous is the con di tion of
those who, grow ing weary of their watch, turn to the at -
trac tions of the world. While the man of busi ness is
ab sorbed in the pur suit of gain, while the plea sure lover is
seek ing in dul gence, while the daugh ter of fash ion is ar -
rang ing her adorn ments–it may be in that hour the Judge

of all the earth will pro nounce the sen tence: “Thou art
weighed in the bal ances, and art found want ing.” Dan iel
5:27 (Ibid. p. 491).

Beloved, we will either be clothed with the righ teous ness
of Jesus or be found want ing. If want ing, then we must face
the next two phases of the judg ment. All will either be inside
or out side the city of God on that great day soon to come
upon us. The final events will be rapid ones. We may just be
see ing the begin ning of these events now, but we have the
immu ta ble prom ises of God’s word to depend upon:

He that dwelleth in the se cret place of the most High
shall abide un der the shadow of the Al mighty. I will say of
the LORD, He is my ref uge and my for tress: my God; in
him will I trust. Surely he shall de liver thee from the snare
of the fowler, and from the noi some pes ti lence. He shall
cover thee with his feath ers, and un der his wings shalt thou 
trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buck ler. Thou shalt
not be afraid for the ter ror by night; nor for the ar row that
flieth by day; Nor for the pes ti lence that walketh in dark -
ness; nor for the de struc tion that wasteth at noon day. A
thou sand shall fall at thy side, and ten thou sand at thy right
hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes
shalt thou be hold and see the re ward of the wicked. Be -
cause thou hast made the LORD, which is my ref uge, even
the most High, thy hab i ta tion; There shall no evil be fall
thee, nei ther shall any plague come nigh thy dwell ing. For
he shall give his an gels charge over thee, to keep thee in all
thy ways (Psalm 91:1-11). ?
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News Note: Due to lim ited space, part 5 of the arti cle “Ellen
G. White and the Truth About God” and part 6 of “The True
Rem e dies” will not be pub lished until next month. ?

“Life and Health” Len til Roast
Lightly sauté until ten der one onion and one cup cel ery.
To this mix ture, add:

2 cups cooked len tils, drained
12 ounces soy milk
½ cup oil
1 and ½ cup bread crumbs
1 cup chopped wal nuts
1 tea spoon salt
½ tea spoon sage
Onion and gar lic pow ders as desired
1 to 2 tea spoons crushed basil
1 cup shred ded car rots

Add more soy milk if mix ture is too dry, place in
sprayed cas se role, and bake at 350 F for one hour. Serve
with home made cat sup or tomato sauce. This very tasty
dish is so easy, even I can make it! Edi tor



An cient peo ples be lieved that the days grew shorter in
De cem ber be cause the sun was leav ing them, per haps dy -
ing. Fes ti vals held right be fore De cem ber 21, the win ter
sol stice, fea tured rit u als de signed to ap pease the sun and
get it to re turn. Af ter the sol stice, the short est day of the
year, the days got lon ger again, and grand cel e bra tions
were held in honor of the sun’s re turn. Along with the idea
of the phys i cal pres ence of the sun were un der ly ing
themes of har vest, re birth and light.

Al though the ba sic con cep tion of the sol stice fes ti val was 
com mon to all lands, each area had its unique vari a tions. In
the Zagmuk of Mes o po ta mia, a con vict was sac ri ficed in
atone ment for the peo ple’s sins.

The tra di tion that left its mark most in del i bly on Christ -
mas is the Ro man Sat ur na lia. The Sat ur na lia was ob served 
from De cem ber 17-24, and was a nom i nal cel e bra tion of a
num ber of dif fer ent events, among them Sat urn’s tri umph
over Ju pi ter. Ac cord ing to be lief, Sat urn’s reign had her -
alded the Golden Age in Rome. Al though the god later lost 
to Ju pi ter, dur ing the Sat ur na lia he was be lieved to re turn,
al low ing Rome to re live the Golden Age for a brief time. It
is not sur pris ing that the Romans, who as so ci ated Sat urn
closely with the sun, would cel e brate this fes ti val near the
sol stice.

Dur ing the fes tiv i ties, no one worked ex cept those
whose busi ness it was to pro vide food, drink or en ter tain -
ment. Mas ters and slaves be came equals, and there was
much feast ing, danc ing, gam bling and gen eral rev elry.
Can dles were used as dec o ra tion to scare away the dark -
ness and cel e brate the sun and light. An other rec og niz able
rit ual was the giv ing of gifts, which was done in honor of
the god dess of veg e ta tion, Strenia. The peo ple felt that in
time of dark ness and win ter it was im por tant to honor
some one who had a hand in the har vest. At first, pro duce
and baked goods were ex changed, but as time went on, in -
ed i ble gifts be came fash ion able.

The Sat ur na lia was fol lowed by the ca lends of Jan u ary
(the ca lends marked the first day of the month). Ob served
on Jan u ary 1-3, this pe riod meant still more par ties.

It’s not hard to un der stand the Chris tian of fi cials’ dis ap -
proval of these fes ti vals and their re luc tance to al low them
ei ther to con tinue by them selves, or to be in cor po rated as
part of Chris tian ity. Af ter years of mostly fu tile at tempts to 
abol ish these pa gan fes ti vals and rit u als, how ever, the
church re al ized it would be better served by al low ing them 
– re vised so that their fo cus was now to honor Christ. Both
church and pop u lar in ter ests were thus sat is fied: The peo -
ple got to keep their time of fun, while the church en sured
that the birth of Christ would be cel e brated with all due
honor and fes tiv ity. In this way, many parts of the old fes ti -
vals re mained, while oth ers were re formed to honor

Christ’s birth. Some of the re tained el e ments that have re -
mained pop u lar to this day are green ery, can dles, sing ing,
tree dec o rat ing, Yule logs, and feast ing.

But why De cem ber 25? Why not De cem ber 21 or 22, the
ac tual time of the sol stice? The use of this date was a rem -
nant of the Mithraic re li gion, a ma jor re li gion of the Ro man
era with close sim i lar i ties to Chris tian ity. Mithra, the god of
light and wis dom, was said to have been born from a rock
on De cem ber 25. Mithra, sym bol iz ing the sun, was nat u -
rally a big part of sol stice fes ti vals, and be liev ers cel e brated
his birth as a ma jor hol i day. In the third cen tury (that is, in
the cen tury be fore Constantine’s as cen sion), Em peror
Aurelian de clared De cem ber 25 Dies Invicti Solis (the Day
of the In vis i ble Sun) (http://www.lone-star.net/mall/main-ar -

eas/xmas-not-first-choice.htm).

Christ mas, there fore, comes to the world as a pagan fes ti -
val hon or ing the sun god that has been bap tized by the Pope
of Rome. It is inter est ing to note that believ ers dur ing the
Mid dle Ages cel e brated Christ mas by attend ing church ser -
vices and then par tic i pat ing in a drunken, car ni val-like
atmo sphere com pa ra ble to our mod ern-day Mardi Gras. This 
type of obser vance led Puri tan Eng land to ban Christ mas to
try to curb the dec a dence that accom pa nied it. Later, in 1660,
Christ mas was restored in Eng land by Charles II but under
the dis ap proval of the Puri tans. The first Pil grims that came
to Amer ica in 1620 out lawed Christ mas.

As the cus tom of keep ing Christ mas grew in Eng land, it
did not enjoy pop u lar ity in the United States because it was
thought to be an “Eng lish Cus tom” in which the peo ple in
Amer ica did not wish to par tic i pate. Christ mas was banned
in Boston from 1659 to 1681. The United States Con gress
was even in ses sion the first Christ mas under Amer ica’s new
con sti tu tion—Decem ber 25, 1789.

Slowly the obser vance of Christ mas came to be viewed in
Amer ica as a time of fam ily togeth er ness and with its accep -
tance came many of the older cus toms such as pine trees
being set up in homes and churches and gift-giv ing.

It was not until June 26, 1870 that Christ mas became a fed -
eral hol i day; how ever, this hol i day at first only applied to
fed eral employ ees in the Dis trict of Colum bia. It was not
until fif teen years later, in 1885, that Con gress extended the
Christ mas hol i day to fed eral employ ees out side the Dis trict
of Colum bia.

The scope of this arti cle does not allow the com plete his -
tory of Christ mas and its pagan cus toms to be explained, but
we can see from this brief sketch that its ori gin is of a pagan
nature, as are vir tu ally all of its cus toms and that this day
within Chris tian ity is lit tered his tor i cally with sac ri le gious
obser vance. Also, Christmas does not have a con tin ual
obser vance in the United States, as many sup pose.

Inter est ingly, the mer chants of the earth are among the
big gest sup porter of this “hol i day,” and they have worked
hard to build it up and keep its sup posed impor tance before
the peo ple.
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Does the Bible have any thing to say about Christ mas or its
obser vance? As we have seen, the date cho sen for the birth of 
Christ—Decem ber 25—does not come from the Bible. The
Bible also does not instruct us to cel e brate the birth day of
Jesus Christ and does not give us the date that our Lord was
born. The rea son God did not reveal the date of Christ’s birth
is because his peo ple would have wor shiped that day, as
Israel would have wor shiped the grave of Moses had they
found it. (If peo ple observe Decem ber 25 know ing it is not
Jesus’ birth day, imag ine what they would do if they knew the
correct day!)

What does the Bible say about hea then cus toms and reli -
gious obser vances? “Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way
of the hea then, and be not dis mayed at the signs of heaven;
for the hea then are dis mayed at them (Jer e miah 10:2).” God
says not to learn the ways of the hea then. We are not to learn
the ways of the hea then, and we are cer tainly not to prac tice
them (Levit i cus 18:24; Ezekiel 20:32; Mat thew 6:7). Jer e -
miah goes on to describe some thing that is very near akin to a
com mon Christ mas prac tice:

For the cus toms of the peo ple are vain: for one cutteth a
tree out of the for est, the work of the hands of the work -
man, with the axe. They deck it with sil ver and with gold;
they fas ten it with nails and with ham mers, that it move not 
(Jer e miah 10:3, 4).

Could a better descrip tion of a Christ mas tree be given?
Jer e miah continues to say, “They are upright as the palm tree, 
but speak not: they must needs be borne, because they can not 
go. Be not afraid of them; for they can not do evil, nei ther also 
is it in them to do good (v. 5)” There is no intrin sic good or
evil in the tree itself; it can not hurt or help us.

When one real izes the his tory behind Christ mas and the
pagan con nec tions it has, it seems like a sim ple “no brainer”
that it should not be observed by Chris tians; how ever, it is
hard to ignore because it has become such a social occasion.
Inter est ingly, Christ mas is the one day of the year that car ries
an influ ence in almost all coun tries of the world. Christ mas is 
a pub lic hol i day in Hindu India and Islamic Jor dan. It is
observed in Buddhist Japan.

So, how should Chris tians relate to this time of the year
and to the spe cific day of Decem ber 25? Most chil dren have
learned that is it to be a time of joy, feast ing, and pres ents.
Can these desires be safely ignored with out sup ply ing some -
thing to replace them? Would that not, in prin ci ple, be a
course sim i lar to the early Chris tians who tried to sub sti tute
their holy days for the pagan hol i days? Ellen White made
this inter est ing observation:

As the twenty-fifth of De cem ber is ob served to com -
mem o rate the birth of Christ, as the chil dren have been
in structed by pre cept and ex am ple that this was in deed a
day of glad ness and re joic ing, you will find it a dif fi cult
mat ter to pass over this pe riod with out giv ing it some at -
ten tion. It can be made to serve a very good purpose.

The youth should be treated very care fully. They should 
not be left on Christ mas to find their own amuse ment in
van ity and plea sure seek ing, in amuse ments which will be
det ri men tal to their spir i tu al ity. Par ents can con trol this
mat ter by turn ing the minds and the of fer ings of their chil -
dren to God and His cause and the sal va tion of souls. 

The de sire for amuse ment, in stead of be ing quenched
and ar bi trarily ruled down, should be con trolled and di -
rected by pains tak ing ef fort upon the part of the par ents.
Their de sire to make gifts may be turned into pure and
holy chan nels and made to re sult in good to our fel low
men by sup ply ing the trea sury in the great, grand work for
which Christ came into our world. Self-de nial and
self-sac ri fice marked His course of ac tion. Let it mark ours 
who pro fess to love Je sus be cause in Him is cen tered our
hope of eter nal life (The Adventist Home, p. 478).

One of Amer ica’s well known say ings is “keep Christ in
Christ mas.” Actu ally, that is impos si ble, for Jesus was never
in the pagan christ mass to begin with. Accord ing to the guid -
ance of the Spirit of Proph ecy, how ever, we can use this time
to reflect upon the good ness of God and his mercies:

Not only on birth days should par ents and chil dren re -
mem ber the mer cies of the Lord in a spe cial way, but
Christ mas and New Year’s should also be sea sons when
ev ery house hold should re mem ber their Cre ator and Re -
deemer. In stead of be stow ing gifts and of fer ings in such
abun dance on hu man ob jects, rev er ence, honor, and grat i -
tude should be ren dered to God, and gifts and of fer ings
should be caused to flow in the di vine chan nel. Would not
the Lord be pleased with such a re mem brance of Him? O
how God has been for got ten on these oc ca sions (The
Review and Her ald, November 13, 1894).

At this point you may won der, “Did not Ellen White men -
tion some thing good about Christ mas trees?” She did make a
few state ments con cern ing them. Let us notice care fully
what she said:

God would be well pleased if on Christ mas, each church 
would have a Christ mas tree on which shall be hung of fer -
ings, great and small, for these houses of wor ship. Let ters
of in quiry have come to us ask ing, Shall we have a Christ -
mas tree? will it not be like the world? We an swer, You can
make it like the world if you have a dis po si tion to do so, or
you can make it as un like the world as pos si ble. There is no 
par tic u lar sin in se lect ing a fra grant ev er green, and plac ing 
it in our churches; but the sin lies in the mo tive which
prompts to ac tion, and the use which is made of the gifts
placed upon the tree (Ibid., December 11, 1879).

The imme di ate con text of the arti cle this quo ta tion is taken 
from, as cor rectly noted in The Adven tist Home where it is
reprinted, is the debt upon cer tain church build ings and the
need for the peo ple to share their means to help with the
cause of God. Ellen White knew, as Jer e miah had writ ten,
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that the tree of itself is not harm ful but rather the spirit and
motive with which it is to be used. She also noted:

Let those who de sire a Christ mas tree make its boughs
fruit ful with gifts for the needy, and of fer ings for the trea -
sury of God. And let the chil dren learn the bless ed ness of
giv ing by bring ing their lit tle gifts to add to the of fer ings
of their par ents (Ibid., De cem ber 26, 1882).

These coun sels are not direct com mands, but they do make 
allow ances for a tree under spe cific cir cum stances and for a
spe cific pur pose. If we do have a tree, we are to make it
unlike the world. It is not to be a place under which we lay
our pres ents for one another but rather a place to pres ent our
gifts to God.

Con cern ing her writ ings, Ellen White noted: “Regard ing
the tes ti mo nies, noth ing is ignored; noth ing is cast aside; but
time and place must be con sid ered (Selected Mes sages, bk. 1, 
p. 57).” Would Ellen White give the same coun sel to the
much greater mate ri al is tic soci ety we have today than the
one in which she lived? We can not know, but we do know
that in the past God, due to the hard ness of hearts, allowed
divorce for rea sons that he did not later allow. (See Mat thew
19:7, 8.)

Ellen White dis cour aged gift-giv ing to her self on Christ -
mas but also noted:

The hol i day sea son is fast ap proach ing with its in ter -
change of gifts, and old and young are in tently study ing
what they can be stow upon their friends as a to ken of af -
fec tion ate re mem brance. It is pleas ant to re ceive a gift,
how ever small, from those we love. It is an as sur ance that
we are not for got ten, and seems to bind us to them a little
closer.

It is right to be stow upon one an other to kens of love and
re mem brance if we do not in this for get God, our best
friend. We should make our gifts such as will prove a real
ben e fit to the re ceiver. I would rec om mend such books as
will be an aid in un der stand ing the word of God or that will 
in crease our love for its pre cepts. Pro vide some thing to be
read dur ing these long win ter eve nings (The Ad ven tist
Home, pp. 478, 479).

Ellen White spe cif i cally rec om mended for chil dren
books, includ ing the Life of Joseph Bates and The Spirit of
Proph ecy vol umes. She dis cour aged use less toys and can -
dies as gifts. (See The Adven tist Home, page 479.)

It is almost impos si ble to ignore Christ mas in our mate -
rial-cen tered world where Christ mas has become such a
social event, but we do not have to par tic i pate in it. The
Scrip tures tell us:

Be ye not un equally yoked to gether with un be liev ers:
for what fel low ship hath righ teous ness with un righ teous -
ness? and what com mu nion hath light with dark ness? And
what con cord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he
that be liev eth with an in fi del? And what agree ment hath

the tem ple of God with idols? for ye are the tem ple of the
liv ing God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and
walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my
peo ple. Where fore come out from among them, and be ye
sep a rate, saith the Lord, and touch not the un clean thing;
and I will re ceive you, And will be a Fa ther unto you, and
ye shall be my sons and daugh ters, saith the Lord Al -
mighty (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).

Light and truth are pro gres sive, and this should include
our under stand ing of how to relate to pagan hol i days that do
not have any bib li cal foun da tion. God allowed Christ mas
trees in churches in the past when used for a good pur pose
and not for the pur poses of the world, but today do we, with
increased light upon these sub jects, dare to blur the dif fer -
ences between that which is Chris tian and that which is, in
actu al ity, pagan? “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fel low ship one with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin (1 John 1:7).”
“But the path of the just is as the shin ing light, that shineth
more and more unto the per fect day (Proverbs 4:18).”

Prov erbs 4:18 has a won der ful prom ise that the path of the
just is as a shin ing light that shines more and more, but it is
based upon a con di tion. “Take fast hold of instruc tion; let her
not go: keep her; for she is thy life. Enter not into the path of
the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass
not by it, turn from it, and pass away (Prov erbs 4:13-15)

First John 1:7 has a won der ful prom ise of fel low ship, but
it is only for those who walk in the light.

Sec ond Corin thi ans 6:18 is a won der ful prom ise, but it is
only for those who have come out from the pagan doc trines
and prac tices.

Finally, the issue of vio la tion of the sec ond com mand ment 
needs to be con sid ered. “We are never in any man ner to treat
lightly the titles or appel la tions of the Deity (Thoughts from
the Mount of Bless ings, p. 106).” The more I think of using
the term “Christ mas,” the more I cringe. Even if we think of it 
as per tain ing to the true Christ and not a pagan deity, we are
asso ci at ing our Sav iour with a pagan rite—the mass. One
man became so con victed about this vio la tion that he wrote a
small book let on the mat ter enti tled “Baalmas.” I am
endeav or ing to break myself of the habit of wish ing peo ple a
“Merry Christ mas” this year and instead want to wish them a
blessed sea son or some thing sim i lar.

Will you be pop u lar if you do not cel e brate Decem ber 25th

as the birth day of the Sav iour? Maybe not, but nei ther was
Eli jah the prophet pop u lar on the top of Mount Car mel when
he stood alone against the hun dreds of proph ets of Baal.
There is a call in Rev e la tion 18:4 to come out of Bab y lon.
Clearly the pagan christ mass is a part of Bab y lon. Are you
will ing to come out of Bab y lon all the way?

Allen Stump
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Quiz on Gen e sis 33-36
1. As Jacob’s party was approached by Esau and his men,

how did Jacob arrange his fam ily? What rea son can be given
for this arrange ment?

2. Why did Jacob send flocks before to Esau on his way to
meet him?

3. Along with their earrings, Jacob com manded those of
his household to give up what items?

4. Do you think that Dinah was a will ing par tic i pant in her
being defiled by Shechem? Why do you think that the Bible
says that she was defiled but men tions noth ing of Shechem
being defiled?

5. What two trag e dies are men tioned in Gen e sis 35?

6. What would Reu ben for feit by his actions recorded in
Gen e sis 35:22?

7. How much longer did Isaac live than Abra ham?

8. Where did Esau dwell?

9. What title did the princes of Esau go by?

10. Com pare Gen e sis 35:16-19 with 30:1. What les sons
could be drawn from this?

Bonus: Com pute the age of Isaac when Joseph was sold
into slav ery?

Answers to quiz on Gen e sis 28-32

1. Laban was the son was Bethuel, the uncle of Jacob
2. Leah was phys i cally described as being ten der-eyed,

while Rachel was con sidered beau ti ful. Sadly, they both dis -
played neg a tive traits of char ac ter. Leah ‘hired’ her hus band,
and Rachel envied her sis ter and stole her father’s idols.

3. The time passed while work ing for Rachel as if a few
days and it went quickly because he loved her so much.

4. When Jacob found he had received Leah for a wife
instead of Rachel, he told Laban, “What is this thou hast done 
unto me? Did not I serve with thee for Rachel? Where fore
then has thou beguiled me?”

5. The fact that Jacob could not tell it was Leah until the
morn ing sug gests that there was not inti mate con tact
between Jacob and Rachel before this because he could not
tell Leah apart from her in the dark ness of the tent.

6. The first eleven sons of Jacob in the order of their birth
were: Reu ben, Sim eon, Levi, and Judah by Leah; then fol -
lowed Dan and Naphtali by Bilhah the hand maid of Rachel;
then fol lowed Gad and Asher by Zilpah, hand maid of Leah;
then fol lowed Issachar and Zebulun by Leah; and finally
Joseph by Rachel. (The record of Benjamin’s birth is not
until Gen e sis 35.)

7. When Rachel was child less, she told Jacob: “Give me
chil dren or else I die.”

8. Jacob’s reac tion to Rachel’s request was one of anger.

9. The evi dence of Gen e sis 30 sug gests that Jacob usu ally
spent the eve nings in Rachel’s tent because Leah had to
“hire” Jacob for him to spend the night with her.

10. Jacob worked for Laban four teen years for Leah and
Rachel and six years for cat tle and flocks. Of his per sonal work
for Laban, Jacob tes ti fied that he ate not of the rams of Laban’s
flock, that he suf fered the loss of that which was torn of beasts
and of that which was sto len, that he lost sleep over the flocks,
and that he was cold with frost and dry with drought.

11. Laban changed Jacob’s wages ten times.

12. Con cern ing an inher i tance for Leah and Rachel: “It
was what might have been justly expected, as they were his
chil dren, that they should have been used as such, and have
had chil dren’s por tions given them; but by the whole of
Laban’s atti tude towards them, both at their mar riage, and
ever since, it was plain he never intended to give them any -
thing; but kept all he had to him self, or designed it for his
sons, and there fore it was in vain for them to hope for any -
thing; sig ni fy ing to Jacob hereby, that they were will ing to
leave their father’s house, and go with him when he pleased,
since they could expect noth ing by their stay here (John
Gill’s Expos i tor).”

13. Rachel greatly upset Laban by tak ing his images
though he never found out that she was the thief.

14. Laban did not harm Jacob, as he appar ently intended to 
do, because he was warned of God to do Jacob no harm.

15. On his way back home, Jacob saw the angels of God.

16. Esau was com ing with 400 men against Jacob.

17. Jacob sent many pres ents ahead to Esau to find grace in
his sight.

18. In case of a bat tle, Jacob put his hand maids and their
chil dren in the front, fol lowed by Leah and her chil dren and
this fol lowed by Rachel and Joseph in the back. (We are sorry 
the infor ma tion for this ques tion was in Gen e sis 33:2.)

19. Hosea 12:4 says Jacob wres tling with the angel had
power over the angel and pre vailed.

20. “Jacob’s expe ri ence dur ing that night of wres tling and
anguish rep re sents the trial through which the peo ple of God
must pass just before Christ’s sec ond com ing. The prophet
Jer e miah, in holy vision look ing down to this time, said, ‘We
have heard a voice of trem bling, of fear, and not of peace. . . .
All faces are turned into pale ness. Alas! for that day is great,
so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trou ble; but 
he shall be saved out of it (Jer e miah 30:5-7)’ (Patri archs and
Prophets, p. 201).” ?
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Youths’ Cor ner — John G. Paton
Our story takes place in Scotland one hundred 
years ago during the same time that Fanny
Crosby and Dwight Moody were living in
America. A special family lived in a little
cottage in Scotland, and in this cottage there
were only three rooms. At one end of  the
cottage was the “but” and at the other end was 
the “ben” and in the middle was the “closet”!
And under its thatched-roof  lived eleven
children, a mother, and a father. One end of
the house was mother’s end. This was the
“but” end. Here was found the kitchen, the
dining room, and the beds hung with natty
curtains, plus all the other items that mothers
take care of  and need. The other end, the
“ben,” was father’s end and here he had his
workshop where he made things to sell to
provide for his family. As soon as they were
old enough, all eleven children helped father
in his workshop. Between each of  these ends
was the closet, otherwise known to John, the
subject of  our story, as “the sanctuary.”

John Paton was the oldest of  the eleven
children, and he observed that his father
went to the “closet” every day. The “closet”
was just big enough for a little bed, a table,
and a chair, and it had a small window that let
in just a wee bit of  light. The children could
hear their father when he was in this room
and it always sounded like he was praying. In
fact, it often sounded like he was pleading in a 
trembling voice, and they grew to think of
this little room as a sanctuary, as much of  a
sanctuary as when the High Priest walked in
the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place
during the time of  the Israelites. So, when
they had to go from one end of  the cottage to 
the other, they would always tiptoe past the
sanctuary when their father was there, and
often he was there more than once a day. He
would retire there, and they knew he was
praying for them.

When John grew up, it came time for him
to leave home, for he obtained a job in
another town and later as a clergyman for a
church which later sent him to another
country as a missionary. When he left home,
his father walked with him through the main
part of  their home town to its far outskirts.
They said goodbye to each other, and his
father prayed for him. Then waving goodbye, 
John walked around a corner. Once he was
around the corner, he started to cry because
he did not want to leave his father. He kept
walking away from town and then thought
that if  he could get up on the dyke by the

ocean, he could see his father one last time.
So he did that and he looked for his dad, and
do you know where his father was? Up on the 
dyke at his end of  town, looking for him! He
did not see John looking for him, but John
could see him!

John was later sent as a missionary to
Tanna Island in the country now known as
Vanuatu. John gladly went there as a
missionary, but he said his work on Tanna
was uphill, weary, and trying because he was
working for people whom he called
“savages.” We do not usually use this term
today, but this is how John described them,
for the men were mean to each other. They
painted their faces, they barely wore clothes,
and they carried a club with them wherever
they went. They robbed from each other and
even killed each other, but John and his wife
wanted to be missionaries to them to tell
them about their heavenly Father and about
his great love for them.

John later wrote a book about his
experiences and the determination he needed
in order to persevere in his work for the
people in Vanuatu, and in this book he said:
“My father walked with God, surely I can
too.” Having watched his father faithfully and
cheerfully work to support his family of
eleven children and knowing that his father
perseveringly prayed for his family every day
in the “closet” helped John Paton be
determined to stay with the people in Vanuatu
until they knew their heavenly Father and his
Son Jesus Christ. So, he stayed on Tanna
Island. Missionary Paton said the hardest part
of  working with the native people was
experiencing their continual dishonesty. They
would take anything they wanted and hide it in 
their hair or under their arm or in some other
way, and if  a small object, like a spoon,
dropped out of  hiding, they would just cover
it over with their foot, pick it up between their
toes and walk on as if  nothing had happened.
It was very hard for Missionary Paton to deal
with their dishonesty. He tried to tell them it
was wrong to steal from one another and that
it was very wrong to lie about it afterwards.
Nevertheless, they continued to steal from the 
missionary.

On one occasion it had rained and rained
for many days. Finally, the sun came out, and
things began to dry out because the
temperature became warmer and the rain
had stopped. So, John took his bedclothes
outside, cleaned them, and hung them up

over a rope to dry, but he was afraid to turn
his back on his bedclothes. He knew
someone might steal them, so he stayed
outside with his bedding. The wives of  two
teachers were outside protecting their
bedclothes too. Well, the chief  of  the tribe,
Miaki, came running up, saying, “Missi,
missi!” (Missi was the name they called the
missionary.) “Missi! Missi! I have a problem. I 
need your advice. Come in quick, quick!” So,
Missionary John ran inside the little hut with
Miaki, and while they were in the hut, the
chief ’s friends came out of  the bushes and
stole all of  the missionary’s bedclothes. Soon
he heard the teachers’ wives calling, “Missi!
Missi! come back! They are taking your
sheets and your blankets!” He came outside
as fast as he could, but it was too late. The
men were gone, and his bedding was gone
too. Everything he had on the rope was gone! 
Then Missionary John turned to the chief
and said, “You were deceptive with me. You
lied to me. You did not want to talk to me
about a problem. You just called me inside so
your friends could steal my bedclothes!” And 
the chief  said, “Oh no, no, no!” But
Missionary John said, “Yes, I know that is
what you did, and it was wrong!” Well, the
chief  got so worked up denying his part in
the theft that he started to bang his club on
the bushes and finally said, “I will find the
thieves, and I will smash them just like this! I
will get your things back!” And he stomped
off, but, of  course, Missionary John never
saw his things again.

Another time it was night, and Missionary
John heard the chickens making a ruckus in
the chicken house, and, sure enough, the
natives were stealing his chickens—the
chickens that he had bartered to get from the
natives in the first place! He had given the
natives knives, silverware, and other things
just to get the chickens and now they were
stealing them away from him! The chickens
were all gone! Another time they came after
his goats and drove them off  or killed them
to eat. So, Missionary John lost his goats, he
lost his chickens, and he lost his bedclothes.

Missionary John had am outside kitchen at
his home on the island where he lived because it
was too warm to cook inside his little hut. So, he
and his wife cooked outside, but they had to lock 
everything up when they were not cooking—all
the plates, all the pots and pans, all the silverware, 
everything. Well, the natives broke into their
cookhouse and stole e-v-e-r-y-t-h-i-n-g from the 
cookhouse. They did not leave them one thing
to use. Missionary John complained to the chief
about this, but the chief  said again, “Oh, no, no,



no!” But John said, “Yes, yes, yes! They have
taken my things.” Finally the chief  once more
became worked up and started pounding the
bushes with his club, saying, “I will find the thief
and I will bring your things back to you!” But it
never happened. The chief always said, “I can’t
figure out who took them,” or “I don’t know who 
took your things so I can’t get them back,” or “We 
don’t have your things.” The missionary said,
“But, chief, I need at least one pot to boil water
in,” but nothing was returned, and Missionary
John could not, of  course, steal his things back.
That would not be right, so finally he said to the
natives, “I will give a blanket to anyone who can
bring my pot back to me,” and before long he
received his pot back, but the lid was missing.
Missionary John said, “I need my lid,” but they
said, “Oh, the lid is way on the other side of  the
island with another tribe. We have no control over 
them. We cannot get your lid back.” But, at least
Missionary John had his pot.

Well, the reason I am telling you all of  this is 
because one day Chief  Miaki and the chief
from another tribe on the island came running 
to Missionary John, saying, “Missi, Missi!
There is a God! Or a ship is on fire or
something of  fear is coming over the sea. We
see no flames but there is smoke like a
volcano. Is it a spirit, or God, or a ship on fire?
What is it? What is it?” Well, Missionary John
knew what it was, and he said, “Oh, that is
probably a great warship coming from my
country to check on me,” for England had
sent a ship to check on him once before, and
when he had lived on a different island in
Vanuatu Missionary John had had to be
rescued by boat from the harm the natives
wanted to do to him. So, he knew this was an
English Man of  War coming to see if  he
needed help. “They are coming to check on
me,” he calmly said, “to ask me if  your
conduct is good or bad, if  you are stealing my
property, or if  you are threatening my life.”
They pleaded with Missionary John to go and
see if  it were a ship, but the missionary made a
great fuss about dressing and getting ready to
meet the great Chief  on the vessel and would
not go with them. The two chiefs asked,
“Missi, will it be a ship of  war?” Missionary
John called to them over his shoulder, “I think
it will, but I have no time to speak to you now
for I must put on my best clothes.” “What will

you say about us?” asked the
chiefs. “Are you going to tell
them that we stole all your
things and that we lied to you?” 
Missionary John said, “Well, if
the great Chief  on the ship
asks me, I will have to tell him
the truth.” “Oh, no,” said the
native men, “Don’t tell him
that! Come and see if  it is a
ship! Come and see.” “Well, I
do not have time to come and
see,” said Missionary John,
“for I have to get dressed in my
best clothes.” The island chiefs
said, “Don’t tell him we stole
from you. We will get all your things back!”
Missionary John said, “You had better hurry
because I am getting dressed now and then I
will go out to see the great Chief.”

The island chiefs ran quickly away, and do
you know what? They rounded up all of
Missionary John’s things and put them in a
heap by the steps to his front door! They said,
“Missi! Missi! Come out and see if  everything
is here!” Of  course, Missionary John could
not tell if  everything was there, but he
solemnly looked over the pile and slowly said,
“I do not see the lid to my pot here.” And they
said, “Oh, that is over on the other side of  the
island but we have sent a message and it is
coming back tomorrow. Don’t worry. It is
coming back.” Missionary John said, “Okay,”
but they said, “Missi! Missi! Are you going to
tell him we stole from you now because we
will never do it ever again!” Missionary John
said, “Well, I will not say anything, but you
must stay right beside me when I go to meet
the great Chief  of  the ship because if  you run
away the great Chief  will ask me why you are
running away and then I will have to tell him it
is because you are afraid of  him because you
stole from me.” The two chiefs said, “Oh, this
is great darkness. We are in fear of  great
darkness, but we will stay right beside you.”
And that is just what they did. The chiefs
stayed by the missionary as the great Chief
came ashore. They talked and tried to become
friends. The natives came to the shore with
their clubs and as warriors, but they listened,
and then the great Chief  of  the ship took
them back to his ship and showed them the

guns on the ship and he even shot one of  the
cannons. This made the native chiefs stay even 
closer to the missionary!

Missionary John had a hard time with the
natives on Tanna Island. It was an uphill task,
as he has said. It was difficult and wearisome.
He lost most of  his possessions to the natives 
because they did not know any better. Lying,
stealing, and killing were the mainstays of
their lives. The golden rule in Matthew says
to do unto others as you would have them do
unto you, but they did not understand this
principle. Missionary John stayed in Vanuatu
because he wanted them to learn about the
love of  God and to experience a better way
of  life. He wanted them to know that even
when people treat you poorly and badly, you
can still show the love of  God to them.

Missionary John stayed in Vanuatu for
many years. He returned to his home in
Scotland for a short period but went back for
decades to this group of  islands. On one
island he built a school and his wife taught the
ladies how to sew and how to cook healthfully. 
On this island all of  the people became
Christians! The struggles and hardships in
teaching the people about the love of  God
were worth it to Missionary John and his wife
because he knew they were learning about
Jesus and learning how to love one another.
This is what we need to remember. Even
though it may be a hard and unpleasant task to
share the love of  God with people who do not 
know about him, God still wants us to be
missionaries and work for him.

Onycha Holt

Old Paths - 16 - December 2008

Old Paths is a free monthly news let ter/study-pa per pub lished by Smyrna Gos pel Min is tries, HC 64 Box 128-B, Welch, WV 24801-9606 U. S. A.
The pa per is ded i cated to the prop a ga tion and res to ra tion of the prin ci ples of truth that God gave to the early Sev enth-day Ad ven tist pi o neers.
Du pli ca tion is not only per mit ted, but strongly en cour aged. This is sue, with other gos pel lit er a ture we pub lish, can be found at our web sites. The urls are:
http://www.smyrna.org and http://www.presenttruth.info. Phone: (304) 732-9204. Fax: (304) 732-7322. 

Ed i tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Allen Stump— ed i tor@smyrna.org
As sis tant Ed i tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Onycha Holt — onycha@smyrna.org

Tanna Is land dwell ing


	The Doctrine of Sin Part 3
	Prayer Requests
	Should We Celebrate Christmas?
	The Judgment
	Tasty Recipe
	News Note:
	Quiz on Genesis 33-36
	Youths’ Corner
	Publisher Information

