
Old Paths
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls.  Jer e miah 6:16

The se cret of the LORD is with them that
fear  Him;  and  He  will  show  them  His
cov e nant. Psalm 25:14
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The Year 2000 - Y2K - and  You
By Al len Stump

We are now less than twelve months away from the
year 2000 A.D. Con trary to pop u lar be lief, the year
2000 is not the start of the next mil len nium. The next
mil len nium will be gin Jan u ary 1, 2001. How ever, the
date Jan u ary 1, 2000 is con sid ered an im por tant date
and many are ex pect ing some thing cli mac tic to hap -
pen then even if they do not know what it is.

Many re li gious lead ers and or ga ni za tions are look -
ing for the world’s con ver sion and a mil len nium of
peace to be gin. The Pope and sev eral evan gel i cal
Prot es tants are work ing to wards a uni fied po si tion
and wit ness to pres ent to the world. Any one who is
out of step will not be con sid ered Chris tian be cause
they are not will ing to see the prayer of Christ as re -
corded in John 17 an swered.

The most com mon thought among the peo ple of the
world re gard ing the year 2000 is what is known as the
“Y2K” prob lem. Only those in a time warp have not
heard about it. Y2K stands for the “year 2000.” It in -
volves the pos si ble shut down of com put ers that were
pro grammed with only a two-digit year dat ing sys tem
in stead of a four digit dat ing sys tem.

The trou bles that could be as so ci ated with the Y2K
prob lem have been dis cussed quite a bit for the last
few years. Since al most ev ery thing is com puter
driven and con trolled to day, if the com put ers come to
a stand still, so ci ety will also. As some one said, “It
would be like go ing back to the horse and buggy days
with out the horse and buggy!”

While bank ing and com mu ni ca tions were the early 
tar gets of con cern, the big gest fear to day cen ters
around the elec tric power plants. If they shut down

ev ery thing else  shuts  down in  clud ing
com puter-controlled sys tems that are Y2K com pli ant.

Com puter “ex perts” seem di vided on how many
and what types of sys tems will be ready by the end of
the year, but all seem to ex pect some prob lems. A few
be lieve that the main “bugs” will be worked out by
then; some be lieve that to tal chaos will oc cur at the
stroke of mid night! How should we ap proach the
prob lem?

If I were to tell you that there would be no prob lems
with Y2K and you made no prep a ra tions and then
chaos oc curred, I would be, to a de gree, re spon si ble
for your sit u a tion. I could take the view that to tal shut -
down will oc cur. If the sys tem fails then, I would look
like a prophet. If to tal shut down did not oc cur I could
say that God in His mercy gave us more time and at
least you were not hurt by be ing ready. The truth is
that while I have my ideas about Y2K, I do not claim
to be an au thor ity or have the an swers.

Some have said that there are too many of the “Big
Boys” who wish for nor mal life to pros per and con -
tinue when the year 2000 co mes to let things crash.
Per haps this is so. I do know that the tech ni cal an -
swers to the prob lem ex ist. Im ple men ta tion may not
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be as easy. One of the first places the Y2K bug
showed up was in us ing credit cards that had ex pi ra -
tion dates in the year 2000. In ter est ingly it did not take 
the banks very long to clear up this prob lem. Money
still talks! Al though at last re port few if any banks
were to tally Y2K com pli ant, they claim they are
work ing on it and plan to be ready by year’s end.

For years we have been coun seled to get out of the
cit ies and into the coun try to live. If we do not get out
of the cit ies now we may not be able to later. Many
who live in met ro pol i tan ar eas and rely on pub lic
trans por ta tion could not leave in the event of a power
out age. Some have au to mo biles but you can not drive
your car with out gas o line. Gas o line can not be
pumped and sold with out elec tric ity.

If the power plants shut down, then
ev ery thing else shuts down.

For those in the coun try there would be three main
ne ces si ties: wa ter, food, and shel ter. The big gest con -
cern would be fresh wa ter. Those who de pend on city
wa ter sup plies or for elec tric ity to pump wa ter from
wells will be with out wa ter if the elec tric power fails.
Springs or wells that could be hand drawn can sup ply
wa ter. Food would be the next big gest con cern. Per -
sonally, I plan on the big gest gar den I have ever
planted this year. Food should be canned or dried but
not put up in freez ers for ob vi ous rea sons. Shel ter that
is dry and, where cli mate ne ces si tates, warm is im por -
tant. Wood-burning stoves may work well to pro duce
heat for some, but re mem ber, chain saws use gas o line. 
Getting the wood in early and hav ing sev eral tanks of
fuel on hand would be im por tant. Other heat sources
could be coal or liq uid pro pane as well as so lar heat
and power.

There is a cer tain amount of prep a ra tion that needs
to be made even if the Y2K bug is fixed. As we noted
ear lier, we have been coun seled to leave the cit ies
long ago. Ac cord ing to proph ecy there is com ing a
time of trou ble in this world, both phys i cally and spir -
i tu ally, such as has never been seen. Some have
sug gested that the pow ers that be will use Y2K to start
a na tional emer gency and de clare mar shal law start -
ing the fi nal move ments of earth’s his tory. With the
cur rent track re cord of Pres i dent Clinton com bined
with his up com ing Sen ate trial and the prob lems with
Iraq, this is not a “far fetched idea.”

One thing we can know for sure, if it is time for his -
tory to close, noth ing will stop its on ward march. The
signs tell us that we are near the com ing of Je sus in the
clouds of heaven. If the year 2000 is not the end it is
cer tainly the be gin ning of the end. The ques tion that
should haunt us is: “Are we mak ing the prep a ra tion
nec es sary for the end times?” Prov erbs 22:3 says, “A
pru dent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth him self:
but the sim ple pass on, and are pun ished.”

While there are phys i cal prep a ra tions that all Chris -
tians should be mak ing for ei ther Y2K or the time of
trou ble, the most im por tant prep a ra tion is the spir i tual 
life. While we have a work to do (phys i cally and most
im por tantly spir i tu ally) in get ting ready for the times
ahead, there is a world
to warn of com ing de -
struc tion! The Lord is
not  pleased with a
self-centered pro gram
of self-preservation. I
pray that we would not
be come so en grossed
with the com ing prob -
lems that we fail to give
the mes sage God has
com mis sioned us to
give. I be lieve that if we
are about our Fa ther’s
busi ness He will see that 
our prep a ra tions, which
are nec es sary, will be
com pleted.

While there are phys i cal prep a ra tions
that all Chris tians should be mak ing
for ei ther Y2K or the time of trou ble,
the most im por tant prep a ra tion is the
spir i tual life.

What ever is ahead let us above all be faith ful. “And
the Lord said, Who then is that faith ful and wise stew -
ard, whom his lord shall make ruler over his
house hold, to give them their por tion of meat in due
sea son? Blessed is that ser vant, whom his lord when
he com eth shall find so do ing.” (Luke 12:42-43)

Allen Stump
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The World is wait ing
for Jan u ary 1, 2000 to

see what Y2K will bring.



By Etim Udo Akor 

“These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye ev ery
man the truth to his neigh bour.” (Zech a riah 8:16a)
From this Scrip ture we see that the rem nant have the
duty of speak ing the truth to his neigh bor. Un for tu -
nately, many peo ple that claim to be Chris tians do not
have the truth. Even churches and de nom i na tions, be -
cause they do not have the truth, speak and teach lies
for doc trines among the peo ple. This is very sad be -
cause the Scrip ture states: “He that worketh de ceit
shall not dwell within my house: he that telleth lies
shall not tarry in my sight.” (Psalm 101:7)

Many churches with false mes sages are spring ing
up ev ery where. God’s Word as sures us that these false 
teach ers will have to an swer for their wicked work.
Prov erbs 19:5 says, “A false wit ness shall not be un -
pun ished, and he that speaketh lies shall not es cape.”
Je sus pit ies this wor ship and ac tu ally calls it vain!
“But in vain they do wor ship me, teach ing for doc -
trines the com mand ments of men.” (Mat thew 15:9)
The Bi ble plainly teaches that there will be many false 
teach ings in the pro fessed churches, es pe cially as we
near the end of time. Paul writ ing to Tim o thy said,
“Now the Spirit speaketh ex pressly, that in the lat ter
times some shall de part from the faith, giv ing heed to
se duc ing spir its, and doc trines of dev ils; Speaking
lies in hy poc risy; hav ing their con science seared with
a hot iron.” (1 Tim o thy 4:1-2) With these warn ings we 
should ear nestly de sire to let God be true in all that we
be lieve and teach in our con gre ga tions.

Brethren, be fore go ing fur ther let me ask, “What is
the truth?” Psalm 119:142 has the an swer: “Thy righ -
teous ness is an ev er last ing righ teous ness, and thy law
is the truth.”  That is speak ing of the Ten Com mand -
ments of God. This law is per fect and con verts the
soul. (See Psalm 19:7.) Re mem ber the duty of the
rem nant, or God’s last day church, is to speak the truth 
to his neigh bor so as to bring the sin ner back to God.
The sim ple mes sage to the sin ner is, “For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (Romans
3:23) What has God des ig nated to teach the sin ner
that he has trans gressed against Him? It is the law, our
“school mas ter,” (Galatians 3:24) that shows us our
sin for the trans gres sion of the law is sin. (See 1 John
3:4.) To re ceive the grace of for give ness into his life, a
sin ner must first rec og nize that he has trans gressed

the law and then re pent, con fess, and for sake his sin.
God has prom ised, “If we con fess our sins, he is faith -
ful and just to for give us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all un righ teous ness.” (1 John 1:9) This pro cess
hap pens by faith. By faith we be come chil dren of
God. (See Galatians 3:25, 26.)

Be loved, many up hold that the Ten Com mand ment
law of God, which He spoke on Mt. Si nai (Ex o dus 20)
and wrote with His fin gers on two ta bles of stone (Ex -
o dus 31:18), was abol ished and nailed on the cross by
Je sus Christ, the Son of God. Is that true? NO, what a
false hood! Je sus said, “Think not that I am come to
de stroy the law, or the proph ets: I am not come to de -
stroy, but to ful fil.” (Mat thew 5:17)

Some teach that the law was for the chil dren of Is -
rael and op er a tional only in Old Tes ta ment times, but
the Scrip ture says that the Old Tes ta ment was writ ten
and pre served for our learn ing and ad mo ni tion. (See
Romans 15:4.) The Apos tle John wrote:

“Brethren, I write no new com mand ment unto you,
but an old com mand ment which ye had from the be -
gin ning. The old com mand ment is the word which ye
have heard from the be gin ning.” (1 John 2:7)

 “I re joiced greatly that I found of thy chil dren walk -
ing in truth, as we have re ceived a com mand ment
from the Fa ther. And now I be seech thee, lady, not as
though I wrote a new com mand ment unto thee, but
that which we had from the be gin ning, that we love
one an other. And this is love, that we walk af ter his
com mand ments. This is the com mand ment, That, as
ye have heard from the be gin ning, ye should walk in
it.” (2 John 4-6)

False teach ers tell the peo ple that the law was for the 
Jews while grace is for the Chris tian, whereas the Bi -
ble says: “And hereby we do know that we know him,
if we keep his com mand ments. He that saith, I know
him, and keepeth not his com mand ments, is a liar, and
the truth is not in him.” (1 John 2:3, 4) We can not truly
call our selves Chris tians if we do not have any thing to
do with God’s law.

Some preach ers pro claim their church to be a “New
Tes ta ment Church.” In mak ing this claim they try to
dis avow the Old Tes ta ment. They claim that they are
teach ing ho li ness and righ teous ness unto God. Let us
find out what the Scrip tures say about these points
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they raise. Prov erbs 4:2 states, “For I give you good
doc trine, for sake ye not my law.” It was con cern ing
this and other Old Tes ta ment Scrip tures that the “New 
Tes ta ment” Pe ter wrote: “For the proph ecy came not
in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Pe -
ter 1:21) The law is good doc trine! 2 John 9, from the
New Tes ta ment, says: “Who so ever transgresseth, and 
abideth not in the doc trine of Christ, hath not God. He
that abideth in the doc trine of Christ, he hath both the
Fa ther and the Son.” We are to preach ho li ness, righ -
teous ness, and per fec tion be cause God com mands us
to. He tells us: “Sanc tify your selves there fore, and be
ye holy: for I am the LORD your God.” (Le vit i cus
20:7) Je sus said, “And for their sakes I sanc tify my -
self, that they also might be sanc ti fied through the
truth.” (John 17:19)

Yet, what is righ teous ness? It is the keep ing of the
com mand ments of God. Psalm 119:172 says, “My
tongue shall speak of thy word: for all thy com mand -
ments are righ teous ness.” What righ teous ness are
these false teach ers talk ing about? The Bi ble teaches
that they are teach ing their own false righ teous ness.
Romans 10:3 says, “For they be ing ig no rant of God’s
righ teous ness, and go ing about to es tab lish their own
righ teous ness, have not sub mit ted them selves unto
the righ teous ness of God.”

Now that we have seen that the law of God is the
truth, what is our stand on the fourth com mand ment
that says in part, “Re mem ber the sab bath day, to keep
it holy. Six days shalt thou la bour, and do all thy work:
But the sev enth day is the sab bath of the LORD thy
God.” (Ex o dus 20:8-10) Many false teach ers who
teach the com mand ments of men claim that it does not 
mat ter, but God’s holy Word says it does mat ter!

“The sev enth day is the sab bath of the LORD thy
God” and not the Sab bath of the Jews as many are
taught to be lieve. How can any one teach and up hold
Sunday (the first day of the week) as the Lord’s day
when the Bi ble says that the sev enth day is the Lord’s
day? God “worked” on the first day in cre ation, but He 
blessed the sev enth day and sanc ti fied it. (See Gen e sis 
2:1-3.) Je sus said “the Sab bath was made for man” or
man kind, not the Jews only. It is the day that car ries
the bless ing. “Blessed is the man that doeth this, and
the son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the
sab bath from pol lut ing it, and keepeth his hand from
do ing any evil.” (Isa iah 56:2) “If thou turn away thy
foot from the sab bath, from do ing thy plea sure on my
holy day; and call the sab bath a de light, the holy of the

LORD, hon our able; and shalt hon our him, not do ing
thine own ways, nor find ing thine own plea sure, nor
speak ing thine own words: Then shalt thou de light
thy self in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon
the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the her -
i tage of Ja cob thy fa ther: for the mouth of the LORD
hath spo ken it.” (Isa iah 58:13, 14)

True Sab bath keep ing is a sign of sanc ti fied liv ing.
Ex o dus 31:13 states, “Speak thou also unto the chil -
dren of Is rael, say ing, Ver ily my Sab baths ye will
keep: for it is a sign be tween me and you through out
your gen er a tions; that ye may know that I am the
LORD that doth sanc tify you.” In this Scrip ture the
Lord says to keep His Sab bath, which is the sev enth
day,. and not Sunday, the first day of the week. Sunday 
is ac tu ally the Ro man Cath o lic Church’s Sab bath.
The pa pacy openly ac knowl edges at tempt ing to the
change the Sab bath from the sev enth day to the first
day with out any Scrip tural au thor ity. If you are keep -
ing Sunday as the Sab bath, your re la tion ship is
be tween you and the pa pacy and not be tween you and
the God of Is rael that sanc ti fies. In this case, you are
not sanc ti fied through the truth, but you are “sanc ti -
fied” through her e sies of the pa pacy.

The Sunday Sab bath is a tra di tion of men, not the
ac cepted day of rest for the peo ple of God. Many are
ar gu ing that if God did not ap prove Sunday as the day
of wor ship there would not be the work ing of mir a cles 
among Sunday keep ers. The Bi ble says that mir a cles
are not the proof of son ship to God. In fact, the Bi ble
says that in the last days there will be “spir its of dev ils, 
work ing mir a cles.” (Rev e la tion 16:14) Please read
care fully the words of Je sus:

“Not with stand ing in this re joice not, that the spir its
are sub ject unto you; but rather re joice, be cause your
names are writ ten in heaven.” (Luke 10:20)

“Not ev ery one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
en ter into the king dom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Fa ther which is in heaven. Many will say to
me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not proph e sied in
thy name? and in thy name have cast out dev ils? and
in thy name done many won der ful works [mir a cles]?
And then will I pro fess unto them, I never knew you:
de part from me, ye that work in iq uity [sin, which is the 
trans gres sion of God’s law].”(Mat thew 7:21-23)

You might won der, “Why do the ma jor ity of peo -
ple wor ship God on Sunday in stead of Sat ur day, the
sev enth day of the week?” Many “have a zeal of God, 
but not ac cord ing to knowl edge. For they be ing ig no -
rant of God’s righ teous ness, and go ing about to
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es tab lish their own righ teous ness, have not sub mit -
ted them selves unto the righ teous ness of God.”
(Romans 10:2, 3)

One point of ar gu ment that false teach ers bring up is 
based on a text in Paul’s first let ter to the Co rin thi ans:
“For I de ter mined not to know any thing among you,
save Je sus Christ, and him cru ci fied.” (1 Co rin thi ans
2:2) Do we re ally know and be lieve what this state -
ment says? Paul did not fail to teach “all the coun sel of 
God,” (Acts 20:27) but it was all—in clud ing God’s
com mand ments as re vealed through the cross of
Christ! If we claim to be lieve Paul’s state ment in First
Co rin thi ans then I ask fur ther, “Was it Je sus the Son of 
God that was cru ci fied for you or ‘God the Son,’ the
sec ond per son in the God head ac cord ing to the Trin ity 
doc trine?”

The Bi ble says that “God so loved the world, that he
gave his only be got ten Son, that who so ever be liev eth
in him should not per ish, but have ev er last ing life.”
(John 3:16) Je sus is the Son of God. He is never, in all
the Bi ble, called “God the Son” as most are taught to
be lieve ac cord ing to the doc trine of the Trin ity—one
of the her e sies of the pa pacy. The Trin ity is in fact part
of the wine (false teach ing) that fills the har lot’s cup.
(See Rev e la tion 14:8; 17:2,4; 18:6.) “Who so ever
shall con fess that Je sus is the Son of God [not God the
Son], God dwelleth in him, and he in God.” (1 John
4:15) The doc trine of the Trin ity is a false hood. The
Bi ble does not speak of three Gods in one per -
son—God the Fa ther, God the Son, and God the
Spirit. The Bi ble says that “to us there is but one God,
the Fa ther, of whom are all things, and we in him; and
one Lord Je sus Christ, by whom are all things, and we
by him.” (1 Co rin thi ans 8:6) “Who is a liar but he that
denieth that Je sus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that
denieth the Fa ther and the Son. Who so ever denieth
the Son, the same hath not the Fa ther: (but) he that
acknowledgeth the Son hath the Fa ther also.” (1 John
2:22, 23)

Be loved, let me con clude: “But whoso looketh into
the per fect law of lib erty [the ten com mand ments],
and continueth therein, he be ing not a for get ful hearer, 
but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his
deed.” (James 1:25) “I have no greater joy than to hear 
that my chil dren walk in truth.” (3 John 4) “But the
anoint ing which ye have re ceived of him abideth in
you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the 
same anoint ing teacheth you of all things, and is truth,
and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall
abide in him.” (1 John 2:27) Of course the annointing

here is for the born again be liever only. So if you have
not re pented of your sins, please con fess your sins
now and re pent and for sake them, for Je sus is faith ful
and just to for give you and cleanse you from all un -
righ teous ness. Let us seek af ter the truth, for the truth
will set us free from sin. (See John 8:32.) “Blessed are
they that do his com mand ments, that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may en ter in through the
gates into the city.” (Rev e la tion 22:14) The king dom
of God is only for the saints who have found for give -
ness through Christ. “For with out are dogs, and
sor cer ers, and whoremongers, and mur der ers, and
idol a ters, and who so ever loveth and maketh a lie.”
(Rev e la tion 22:15)

The Bi ble says that “to us there is but
one God, the Fa ther, of whom are all
things, and we in him; and one Lord
Je sus Christ, by whom are all things,
and we by him.” (1 Co rin thi ans 8:6) 

Please ex am ine whether or not the state ments of
faith or doc trinal be liefs of your church are in line
with the Scrip tures and if not change to what the Bi ble
says. “We ought to obey God rather than man.” (Acts
5:29)

If you have con fessed your sins and de sire to fol low
Je sus in all the truth He has re vealed to you, then flee
Bab y lon and her daugh ters and as so ci ate your self
with an as sem bly that up holds the truth of the gos pel
ac cord ing to the Scrip tures. ?

(Pas tor Etim Udo Akor writes from Ni ge ria where
he is teach ing the three an gels’ mes sages. God has
blessed Brother Akor who is work ing un der very dif fi -
cult and try ing cir cum stances. Most of the breth ren in
Ni ge ria are poor, but hum ble men. As Paul made an
ap peal for the breth ren in Je ru sa lem (see 1 Co rin thi -
ans 16), we would like to make an ap peal in be half of
the work in Ni ge ria. For those upon whom God places 
a bur den to help, they may write  di rectly to Pas tor
Akor at his ad dress: P. O. Box 380, Abak, Akwa Ibom
State, Ni ge ria. Ed i tor)
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Three Days
by Pat Kroeger

He that be liev eth on me, as the scrip ture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of liv ing wa ter. 
(But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that be lieve on him should re ceive: for the Holy Ghost 

was not yet given; be cause that Je sus was not yet glo ri fied.) (John 7:38-39)

Al though God’s Spirit has al ways been, and has al -
ways been with man, sin had made a breach be tween
the Spirit of God and the spirit of man. The Spirit of
God is for ever holy, but be cause of sin the hu man
spirit had be come pol luted and vile. The two could not 
com mune. The Son of God came to re store the breach
by do ing what man had failed to do—un fail ingly sub -
mit to the Fa ther’s will.

In John 7:38 Christ is de scrib ing His fol low ers,
those who be lieve on Him, as hav ing rivers of liv ing
wa ter flow ing from their bel lies. Of course this is not
lit eral for what pur pose would it serve to have wa ter
lit er ally run ning out from the bel lies of Chris tians?
Rec og nizing verse 39 as the ex pla na tion, there are
three points to con sider: First, the rivers of liv ing wa -
ter that Christ is speak ing of is the Holy Spirit.
Sec ond, the be liev ers had not re ceived this Spirit as
yet, but would in the fu ture (as the early rain at Pen te -
cost). Third, the rea son was be cause Christ had not
been glo ri fied. No tice in verse 39 that the word
“given” is in italic. This in di cates that the word is not
in the orig i nal manu script but was sup plied by the
trans la tors as their at tempt to ex plain the text, be it
right or wrong. With out the sup plied this por tion
would read: “for the Holy Ghost was not yet; be cause
that Je sus was not yet glo ri fied.” With out de ny ing that 
the Holy Spirit has ex isted for as long as God the Fa -
ther has ex isted, Christ is none the less stat ing that
there was some thing in com plete about it. It was
Christ’s mis sion on this earth to sat isfy the re quire -
ments needed to com plete the miss ing link. Un til then
the early rain could not be poured out. Af ter the res ur -
rec tion Christ re ceived as sur ance from His Fa ther that 
His mis sion had been suc cess ful. The Spirit was now
full and com plete be cause hu man ity had been per -
fected with Di vin ity: God’s Spirit was now united in
full ness with the hu man spirit. That full ness of the
Spirit could then be given back to the be liev ers in the

early rain. With this back ground we want to in ves ti -
gate the pro cess that it took for Je sus, the Son of God,
to be come per fected in Di vin ity.  For un der stand ing
what it took to bring the out pour ing of the early rain
will help us un der stand what we need to bring the out -
pour ing of the lat ter rain.

“And he be gan to teach them, that the Son of man
must suf fer many things, and be re jected of the el -
ders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be
killed, and af ter three days rise again.” (Mark 8:31)
The num ber three is sig nif i cant in the Scrip tures and
three days, or the third day, is spe cif i cally sig nif i cant
since Christ re ferred to it sev eral times. (See also
Mat thew 12:40 and John 2:19.) Each is re fer ring to
the same time pe riod. 

“And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Be -
hold, I cast out dev ils, and I do cures to day and to
mor row, and the third day I shall be per fected.” (Luke
13:32) Al though Christ had never sinned He did not
claim to be per fect. In fact, per fec tion was some thing
that He was look ing for ward to in the fu ture, on the
third day. The third day from what? Christ was in the
pro cess of be ing per fected, but it would take Him
three days to com plete it. The ques tion must be asked,
“When did those three days be gin?”

He brews 2:9-10 states: “But we see Je sus, who was
made a lit tle lower than the an gels for the suf fer ing of
death, crowned with glory and hon our; that he by the
grace of God should taste death for ev ery man. For it
be came him, for whom are all things, and by whom
are all things, in bring ing many sons unto glory, to
make the cap tain of their sal va tion per fect through
suf fer ings.” By the grace of God Christ did achieve
per fec tion, but that per fec tion came through suf fer -
ing. This con cept of Christ’s per fec tion by tri als and
suf fer ings is con firmed in the fol low ing text. “Who in
the days of his flesh, when he had of fered up prayers
and sup pli ca tions with strong cry ing and tears unto
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him that was able to save him from [Greek: εκ, out of]
death, and was heard in that he feared; Though he
were a Son, yet learned he obe di ence by the things
which he suf fered; And be ing made per fect, he be -
came the au thor of eter nal sal va tion unto all them that
obey him.” (He brews 5:7-9) If Je sus, the sin less Son
of God, was brought into per fec tion through suf fer ing 
when was His great est suf fer ing? If He learned obe di -
ence through the things that He suf fered when was
His great est les son? When did Je sus of fer up prayers
and sup pli ca tions with strong cry ing and tears?
Christ’s great est suf fer ing was not in the tomb but fac -
ing it. It was in the Gar den of Geth sema ne that the
fi nal pro cess be gan in over com ing sin and Self. It was
in the Gar den that be gan the three days Je sus had been
look ing for ward to.

“And they came to a place which was named Geth -
sema ne: and he saith to his dis ci ples, Sit ye here, while 
I shall pray. And he tak eth with him Pe ter and James
and John, and be gan to be sore amazed [Greek:
εκθαµβω, “struck with ter ror” Thayer’s], and to be
very heavy [Greek: αδηµονεω, “trou bled, dis -
tressed” Thayer’s]; And saith unto them, My soul is
ex ceed ing sor row ful unto death: tarry ye here, and
watch. And he went for ward a lit tle, and fell on the
ground, and prayed that, if it were pos si ble, the hour
might pass from him. And he said, Abba, Fa ther, all
things are pos si ble unto thee; take away this cup from
me: nev er the less not what I will, but what thou
wilt…And he com eth the third time, and saith unto
them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: it is enough,
the hour is come; be hold, the Son of man is be trayed
into the hands of sin ners.” (Mark 14:32-41)

Three times Christ came to his friends for sup port
and strength. Three times they failed Him. He must
en ter into this spe cial ex pe ri ence with out any earthly
sup port. This added to His suf fer ing, but it was the
men tal an guish that was the real source of His pain.
Luke ex plains in a lit tle more light just how in tense
was that pain and suf fer ing. “Say ing, Fa ther, if thou be 
will ing, re move this cup from me: nev er the less not
my will, but thine, be done. And there ap peared an an -
gel unto him from heaven, strength en ing him. And
be ing in an ag ony he prayed more ear nestly: and his
sweat was as it were great drops of blood fall ing down
to the ground. And when he rose up from prayer, and
was come to his dis ci ples, he found them sleep ing for
sor row.” (Luke 22:42-45) If the an gel had not come to
strengthen Him Je sus would have died there in the
Gar den. The weight of what He was ex pe ri enc ing was 

so se vere that He sweat great drops of blood. We
know from Isa iah 53 that the weight was the guilt of
all our sins. He wres tled with the crav ing to be rid of
the ex pe ri ence. He begged the Fa ther to re move the
cup, but in stead He yielded to His Fa ther’s will and
drank it. From Geth sema ne and His be trayal to His
trial and ag ony upon the cross, when He came forth
from the tomb three days later His suf fer ing was com -
plete and His Spirit per fected. He had made pro vi sion
for our hu man spirit to be fully purged of car nal con -
trol. The sin-breach had been closed. Three days for
Christ was a lit eral ex pe ri ence, yet Christ’s is not the
only ex am ple we find of three days of tri als and suf -
fer ings. In each ex am ple that the Scrip tures give,
there are clues as to what makes this three-day ex pe ri -
ence im por tant.

Oth ers Who
Ex pe ri enced Three Days 

The Dis ci ples - The first ob vi ous ex am ple is the dis ci -
ples. Christ was not alone in the Gar den of
Geth sema ne. The dis ci ples were also just be gin ning
their own se vere trial. As they help lessly wit nessed
the suf fer ing and hu mil i a tion of their be loved Mas ter
they watched their world come to an end. The bit ter -
ness and loss they en dured must have been
tre men dous! It cer tainly was cleans ing for not many
days af ter they were the re cip i ents of the out pour ing
of the Spirit at Pen te cost. 

Abra ham - When God tested Abra ham by ask ing
him to sac ri fice his only-begotten son Isaac Abra ham
obeyed with out ques tion. Dur ing the three-day jour -
ney it took to reach Mt. Moriah Abra ham alone bore
the pain of what he was about to do. (See Gen e sis.
22:1-14.) Isaac was the child of prom ise, the most pre -
cious gift that Abra ham could hold. He would rather
lose ev ery thing than to lose his pre cious Isaac, but
Abra ham had ex plicit faith in God and trusted Him to
still keep His prom ise that through Isaac all na tions
would be blessed. (See He brews 11:17-19.) In this
story is por trayed the depths of di vine love for the ex -
pe ri ence of Abra ham and Isaac sym bol izes God the
Fa ther in freely giv ing His only-begotten Son as the
Sac ri fice for all man kind. The pain of heart that the
Fa ther must have suf fered know ing that some day His
most pre cious Son would will ingly sub mit Him self to
a re bel lious race is some thing we will never fully un -
der stand. 

Jo nah - “Now the LORD had pre pared a great fish to
swal low up Jo nah. And Jo nah was in the belly of the
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fish three days and three nights.” (Jo nah 1:17) Most
ev ery one knows the story of Jo nah. Here was a mes -
sen ger of God that did n’t care for the as sign ment he
had been given. Jo nah had a prob lem; he had n’t truly
been con verted. Like many of us, God knew it would
take a hard trial to bring Jo nah to the ex pe ri ence he
needed. Dur ing those three days in the belly of the
whale Jo nah came to un der stand his sin prob lem and
God’s in fi nite power to for give. From the depths of
his trial he prayed his most fer vent prayer. (See Jo nah
2.) That was a type of Geth sema ne for Jo nah. The ear -
nest prayer of con fes sion, re pen tance, and sur ren der
were a part of the three days Jo nah had to ex pe ri ence
to be purged of his sin.

Jo seph and Mary - For Jo seph and Mary, it was
fran ti cally search ing for the Son of God. It look them
three days to learn how se ri ous it is to lose sight of the
Sav ior. (See Luke 2:46.)

The Children of Is rael - “And Mo ses stretched
forth his hand to ward heaven; and there was a thick
dark ness in all the land of Egypt three days: They saw
not one an other, nei ther rose any from his place for
three days: but all the chil dren of Is rael had light in
their dwell ings.” (Ex o dus 10:22-23) “God is no re -
specter of per sons” (Acts 10:34): the wicked and
righ teous both ex pe ri ence three days. Dur ing that
time a con trast is seen. The chil dren of God are
brought to the light while the chil dren of the world are
brought into com plete and per fect dark ness. 

Pha raoh’s But ler and Baker - “And Jo seph said
unto him, This is the in ter pre ta tion of it: The three
branches are three days: Yet within three days shall
Pha raoh lift up thine head, and re store thee unto thy
place: and thou shalt de liver Pha raoh’s cup into his
hand, af ter the for mer man ner when thou wast his but -
ler.” (Gen e sis 40:12-13) “And Jo seph an swered and
said, This is the in ter pre ta tion thereof: The three bas -
kets are three days: Yet within three days shall
Pha raoh lift up thy head from off thee, and shall hang
thee on a tree; and the birds shall eat thy flesh from off
thee.” (Gen e sis 40:18-19) Three days is a make or
break sit u a tion. Those who over come, af ter they are
tried, will be re stored to their orig i nal po si tion and
treated as though they had never sinned. The un re pen -
tant will be found wor thy of death.

Es ther - Fasting is also as so ci ated with three days.
Af ter fast ing Es ther was will ing to die to self rather
than fail at the work God had given her to do. (See Es -
ther 4:16.)

The 5,000 - When Christ fed the five thou sand it
was af ter they had fol lowed Him for three days, fast -
ing on phys i cal food while feast ing on spir i tual food.
(See Mat thew 15:32.)

Paul - Af ter a soul-shaking ex pe ri ence on the road
to Da mas cus Saul fasted for three days while he
waited for di rec tion and a sign of ac cep tance from the
Lord. (Acts 9:9) We know from Isa iah 58 that fast ing
is a means God has pro vided to loose us from the
power of sin.

We Must Ex pe ri ence
Three Days to Per fec tion

“…And Je sus said unto them, Ye shall in deed drink of
the cup that I drink of; and with the bap tism that I am
bap tized withal shall ye be bap tized:” (Mark 10:39) In 
the Gar den of Geth sema ne Christ spoke of a cup.
Also, af ter His im mer sion in the River Jor dan, Je sus
stated he had to ex pe ri ence a bap tism that it pained
Him to have ac com plished. (Luke 12:50 mar gin) The
bap tism and cup are both syn on y mous with the three
days of suf fer ing. Ac cord ing to the word of Christ we
also will drink of the same cup and be bap tized with
the same bap tism. For us how ever, three days is not a
lit eral time but is sym bolic of the time nec es sary for
God to bring us into per fec tion in His Spirit. Dur ing
this time we must learn ab so lute trust in God to bring
us through or we will be lost.

“Come, and let us re turn unto the LORD: for he hath
torn, and he will heal us; he hath smit ten, and he will
bind us up. Af ter two days will he re vive us: in the
third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his
sight. Then shall we know, if we fol low on to know the 
LORD: his go ing forth is pre pared as the morn ing; and
he shall come unto us as the rain, as the lat ter and for -
mer rain unto the earth.” (Ho sea 6:1-3) Each ex am ple
of three days in the Scrip tures is as so ci ated with
soul-searching, life-changing tri als and events. We
must ex pe ri ence our own three days from Geth sema -
ne to death to self to be come per fected and re ceive the
lat ter rain.

“For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup, and the
wine is red; it is full of mix ture; and he poureth out of
the same: but the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the
earth shall wring them out, and drink them.” (Psalms
75:8) Christ drank from it and so will we, but what ex -
actly is this cup that God holds and what is it mixed
with? “Thus saith thy Lord the LORD, and thy God
that pleadeth the cause of his peo ple, Be hold, I have
taken out of thine hand the cup of trem bling, even the
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dregs of the cup of my fury; thou shalt no more drink it 
again.” (Isa iah 51:22) Con cern ing the wicked we
read: “The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of 
God, which is poured out with out mix ture into the cup
of his in dig na tion; and he shall be tor mented with fire
and brim stone in the pres ence of the holy an gels, and
in the pres ence of the Lamb:” (Rev e la tion 14:10)
There is fury in the cup that God holds. It be gins full of 
mix ture but ends up with out mix ture. The peo ple of
God must ex pe ri ence God’s wrath against sin in or der
to come to hate sin with the same ha tred God has
(Zech a riah 12:10), but they en dure God’s wrath
mixed with mercy. The wicked, who have never come 
to hate sin but love it more than God, will ex pe ri ence
the full ness of the wrath of God with out mercy. The
prophet Isa iah wrote: “Awake, awake, stand up, O Je -
ru sa lem, which hast drunk at the hand of the LORD the
cup of his fury; thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup
of trem bling, and wrung them out.” (Isa iah 51:17) A
cer tain class of God’s peo ple will have to drink deeper 
from this cup of fury. It’s im por tant how ever to re -
mem ber that our suf fer ing will never com pare to what 
Christ ex pe ri enced in Geth sema ne. Be cause Christ
was made “sin for us” (2 Co rin thi ans 5:21), He ex pe -
ri enced the full ness of the Fa ther’s wrath the same
way the wicked must. Yet if Christ had that ex pe ri -
ence why must we drink from this ter ri ble cup?

Why we Must
Drink the Cup?

“I will bear the in dig na tion of the LORD, be cause I
have sinned against him, un til he plead my cause, and
ex e cute judg ment for me: he will bring me forth to the
light, and I shall be hold his righ teous ness.” (Mi cah
7:9) It is be cause of the sin within us that we must be
purged through this cup of in dig na tion and suf fer ing.
God the Fa ther, in His in fi nite wis dom, knows that
noth ing short of this ex pe ri ence will ac com plish His
de sire. If we en dure we will be brought into the righ -
teous ness of Christ. 

Isa iah 10:16-19 states, “There fore shall the Lord,
the Lord of hosts, send among his fat ones lean ness;
and un der his glory he shall kin dle a burn ing like the
burn ing of a fire. And the light of Is rael shall be for a
fire, and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall burn
and de vour his thorns and his bri ers in one day; And
shall con sume the glory of his for est, and of his fruit -
ful field, both soul and body: and they shall be as
when a standardbearer fainteth. And the rest [rem -
nant] of the trees of his for est shall be few, that a child

may write them.” God’s in dig na tion will purge and
sift all who claim to be called by His name. This pu ri -
fi ca tion pro cess will be so in tense that many will not
make it. Those that are left will be so few that even a
child could count them. “As it was in the days of
Noah.” (Luke 17:26)

“For a small mo ment have I for saken thee; but with
great mer cies will I gather thee. In a lit tle wrath I hid
my face from thee for a mo ment; but with ev er last ing
kind ness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy 
Re deemer. For this is as the wa ters of Noah unto me:
for as I have sworn that the wa ters of Noah should no
more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I would
not be wroth with thee, nor re buke thee…saith the
LORD that hath mercy on thee.” (Isa iah 54:7-10)
There is some thing im por tant about the flood waters
of Noah that God would com pare it to the pu ri fi ca tion
the rem nant peo ple must en dure. “By faith Noah, be -
ing warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved
with fear, pre pared an ark to the sav ing of his house;
by the which he con demned the world, and be came
heir of the righ teous ness which is by faith.” (He brews
11:7) It was by faith that Noah acted upon the will of
God. When that hap pened, three things were ac com -
plished: 1) His house was saved. 2) The world was
con demned. 3) He be came an heir of righ teous ness by 
faith. Pe ter says con cern ing that ex pe ri ence: “Which
some time were dis obe di ent, when once the long suf -
fer ing of God waited in the days of Noah, while the
ark was a pre par ing, wherein few, that is, eight souls
were saved by wa ter.” (1 Pe ter 3:20) “For I will pour
wa ter upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry
ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my
bless ing upon thine off spring:” (Isa iah 44:3)

It’s im por tant to re mem ber that our
suf fer ing will never com pare to what
Christ ex pe ri enced in Geth sema ne.

The wa ter rep re sents God’s Spirit. Just as the wa ters 
of the flood rep re sented sal va tion to the few in side the
ark who ac cepted it, they rep re sented di vine ven -
geance to the many out side the ark who re jected it. So
it is with the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God can save
us in our hour of trial, or God’s Spirit can be the means 
to bring our de struc tion. Like Noah, the prep a ra tions
we make now will de ter mine if we find our selves in -
side or out side the ark when the flood co mes. The
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flood is in the cup and we will ei ther en dure it mixed
with mercy by faith in an Al mighty God or we will
have to bear alone the full mea sure of the wrath of
God. We will drink of the cup one way or the other.

How Do We
Ap proach the Cup?

“And the Lord said, Si mon, Si mon, be hold Sa tan hath
de sired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: But
I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when
thou art con verted, strengthen thy breth ren.” (Luke
22:31-32) Pe ter and the other dis ci ples also be gan
three days in the Gar den of Geth sema ne. As a make or 
break sit u a tion, it made eleven—it broke one. Dur ing
that time of trial how ever, there was no as sur ance of
the out come for any one. Pe ter strug gled through this
time. In the gar den he slept when he should have been
watch ing and pray ing. At the trial he bla tantly cursed
and de nied even know ing Christ. De spon dent and dis -
cour aged when ru mors of Christ’s res ur rec tion were
spread ing; Pe ter did n’t be lieve. It was not un til af ter it
was over and he walked and talked with the Sav ior
again that Pe ter’s con ver sion was com plete. Ju das
never made it that far.

“For unto you it is given in the be half of Christ, not
only to be lieve on him, but also to suf fer for his sake;”
(Philippians 1:29) “And if chil dren, then heirs; heirs
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we
suf fer with him, that we may be also glo ri fied to -
gether.” (Romans 8:17) We must face Geth sema ne the 
way Christ faced it if we are to be vic to ri ous the way
Christ was vic to ri ous. “Be loved, think it not strange
con cern ing the fi ery trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing hap pened unto you: But re -
joice, in as much as ye are par tak ers of Christ’s
suf fer ings; that, when his glory shall be re vealed, ye
may be glad also with ex ceed ing joy.” (1 Pe ter 4:12,
13) If we are to ob tain the glory of God we will have to 
be pu ri fied of the cor rup tion that binds us to Sa tan.
The hu mil ity of suf fer ing is the method de signed by
God to ac com plish this work. When we face the prob -
lems of this life that we all must en coun ter daily our
re ac tion to these tri als, how ever se vere, should be ab -
so lute trust in our heav enly Fa ther. Thus we should
have joy, know ing that our God loves us enough to do
what ever it takes to bring us into full sur ren der to
Him. 

“My breth ren, count it all joy when ye fall into di -
vers temp ta tions; Knowing this, that the try ing of
your faith worketh pa tience. But let pa tience have her

per fect work, that ye may be per fect and en tire, want -
ing noth ing.” (James 1:2-4) “Blessed is the man that
endureth temp ta tion: for when he is tried, he shall re -
ceive the crown of life, which the Lord hath prom ised
to them that love him.” (James 1:12) Trials, hard -
ships, and temp ta tions come in all shapes and sizes,
yet not a sin gle one is by chance. Each is de signed by
the hand of God to bring cleans ing to our souls. Each
is care fully weighed and bal anced to meet our abil ity.
(See 1 Co rin thi ans 10:13.) What ever the cir cum -
stance we should bear with pa tience the chas tise ment
of God. Clinging to His prom ises we can rest as sured
that with each and ev ery trial God will pro vide a way
of es cape. Fail ing to search out Christ by fast ing and
pray ing, con fess ing and sur ren der ing, will deny
God’s way of es cape for us and will cer tainly bring on
our de struc tion. Un con di tional de pend ence on God
through Christ is our only rem edy. This will ei ther
make or break us; we will ei ther be a Pe ter or a Ju das;
the Pha raoh’s cup bearer or baker. If we fail to day, we
will have to drink of this cup again and again un til ei -
ther we are vic to ri ous and pass over into the Prom ised
Land, or we are swept away by the flood of fury com -
ing to the chil dren of dis obe di ence. The choice is
ours. ?

(Pat Kroeger writes from her home in Ken tucky.
You may write Pat at:7616 E Manslick Rd., Lou is -
ville, KY  40288. E-mail: isha@bullitt.net.)
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“In the match less gift of His Son,
God has en cir cled the whole world
with an at mo sphere of grace as real
as the air which cir cu lates around
the globe. All who choose to breathe
this life-giving at mo sphere will live
and grow up to the stat ure of men
and women in Christ Je sus.” (El len
G. White, Steps to Christ, p. 68)
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In Ad vance
“Lord, please help

me to be able to carry on
my du ties as a sol dier and

still not vi o late your sa cred
com mand ments,” the young
Span iard prayed as he knelt be -
side his army cot.

“Please help me to have the
words and ear nest ness that’ll
cause my cap tain to re lease me
from mil i tary ex er cises on Your
holy day. In Christ’s name,
Amen.”

Ris ing to his feet, he walked
over to the one fold ing chair in
the tent, sat down, and be gan a
let ter to one of his friends in his
church back home. “I want you to 
ask the other peo ple in the church
to pray for me that when I ap -
proach the cap tain about be ing
re leased from duty on the Lord’s
holy day, he will be touched by
the Holy Spirt. He’s a good man,
but I don’t know if he is a Chris -
tian or not. I can not vi o late my
con science and I don’t be lieve
he’s the kind of a guy who would
force some one to do so. But this
is war and war makes peo ple
think very strangely some times.
So, please . ..”

Be fore he could fin ish the let -
ter, a sud den in spec tion was
called. When he went out side to
fall into line with the rest of the
young men in his out fit, the wind
was blow ing. His hair would not
stay in place. So, he pulled his hat
down tightly on his head, hop ing
that it would keep it in place long
enough to pass in spec tion.

Ev ery one gave a sigh of re lief
when they had passed in spec tion.

“I thought the wind would re -
ally mess me up,” he told a fel low
sol dier. “I just knew it meant
trou ble when I stepped out of my
tent and saw all the dust fly ing.”

“Come on over to the base ex -
change with me,” his friend said,
“and let’s get some thing cold to
drink. We’ve gotta wash down all
this dust.”

As he and his friend were walk -
ing back to his tent af ter get ting a
cold drink, he was halted by a fa -
mil iar voice. It was his cap tain’s.

“Come into my tent,”the of fi -
cer com manded him, “I want to
talk to you.”

As they sat down on pad ded
fold ing chairs in the cap tain’s
tent, he was sur prised by his com -
mand ing of fi cer’s words. “I want
you to tell me all about what you
be lieve as a Chris tian.”

The cap tain lis tened in tently as
he tried to tell him all of his be -
liefs. It was dif fi cult, but the
of fi cer seemed to rec og nize his
ner vous ness. The cap tain fi nally
stood to his feet and said, “I
wanted you to come in and talk
for a few min utes be fore I tell you 
of my de ci sion.’’

“Your de ci sion, Sir?” the be -
wil dered Chris tian young man
asked.

“Yes,” he re plied, “I had to
make a de ci sion about whether or
not to let you off from duty on the
Chris tian’s day of rest.” This al -
most shocked the sol dier right off

his chair. He just
could not be lieve his
own ears. He had not even
asked the cap tain for ex emp -
tion yet. Then the next of fi cial
state ment was even more sur pris -
ing.

“I’ve de cided to grant you
leave from your mil i tary du ties
on your day of rest.”

Stunned be yond be lief, he rose
to his feet, thanked, and sa luted
him. Then he at tempted to walk
out of the tent with out show ing
that he could hardly stand up.
But, be fore he pushed back the
door flap of the tent, a holy bold -
ness that co mes to Christ’s own
came to him.

“Sir, may I ask you how you
came to this de ci sion?”

“Sure,” the cap tain smiled for
the first time that the sol dier had
ever seen or heard of. “I read the
let ter you started to your buddy
back home, where you asked him
to ask the mem bers of your
church to pray that your cap tain
would n’t ask you to vi o late your
con science. The wind must have
blown it right into my tent.’’ ?

(This story was re printed from
the book, The Hand That Still In -
ter venes, W. A. Spicer and Helen
Spicer Menkel © 1982 by Con -
cerned Pub li ca tions. Per mis sion to 
re print this ar ti cle was gra ciously
granted by the pub lish ers.)



Hearth to Hearth
We live in a world of spe cial iza tion. Per haps that truth
is most ev i dent in the field of pub lish ing. There are
mag a zines that  cover top ics rang ing from
bow-hunting to coin col lect ing. One area of spe cial -
iza tion that we are very pleased to rec om mend is a
new pub li ca tion en ti tled, Hearth to Hearth.

Hearth to Hearth is a bi-monthly pub li ca tion de -
signed es pe cially for Chris tian women. The
pub lish ers, Grace Cox and Es ther McDaniel, have
per son ally ex pe ri enced iso la tion at times from close
friend ships with other Chris tian women and wanted

to open the door
for like-minded
women to be able
to com mu ni cate
with each other
about their spe cial
con cerns and is -
sues.  They are
hop ing, through
this pub li ca tion, to
en cour  age the
reader’s spir i tual
growth into com -
plete ness in Christ.

The mis  s ion
state ment of Hearth to Hearth reads as fol lows: “Be -
lieving that we can find com plete ness in all ar eas of
our lives only ‘in him, who is the head of all prin ci pal -
ity and power’ (Colossians 2:10), it is the mis sion of
Hearth to Hearth to pro vide a fo rum for Chris tian
women to reach out to each other in friend ship, with
joy and hope, and to en cour age each other to find our
com plete ness in Christ as we so journ here on our way
to the king dom.”

Though writ ten by women for women, we have
found the ma te rial in this pa per to be a bless ing to any
who are in ter ested in spir i tual things. Be lieving this
news let ter to be such a bless ing, we at Smyrna have
in cluded the re cent re lease of Hearth to Hearth with
this is sue of Old Paths for your con sid er ation. Hearth
to Hearth is sent free upon re quest. Vol un tary do na -
tions to ward the costs of print ing and mail ing are
ap pre ci ated. To re ceive Hearth to Hearth you may
sub mit your re quest to: Grace Cox, 68 Skiff Barton
Rd.,  Tren ton, TN  38382 (901) 855-4805,
hearth@iswt.com. Ed i tors

Old Paths - 12 - January 1999

Old Paths is pub lished monthly by Smyrna Gos pel Min is tries,
HC 64 Box 128-B, Welch, WV 24801-9606. It is sent free upon
re quest. E-mail ad dress - Stump: ed i tor@smyrna.org; Beachy:
berean@smyrna.org. Phone: (304) 732-9204; Our web site URL 
is: http://www.smyrna.org. 

Edi tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Al len Stump
As so ci ate Edi tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn ford Beachy

A Stirring
Per sonal Tes ti mony

I would like to share with you a re cent ex pe ri ence that
means a lot to me.  My hus band makes no pro fes sion
of re li gion  Though he does be lieve in God. he has not
been con vinced of the di vin ity of Christ.  He was par -
tic u larly in ter ested in learn ing what the Bi ble has to
say re gard ing the Holy Spirit, and de cided to un der -
take his own in de pend ent study, us ing only the King
James Version Bi ble and a con cor dance. He be lieves
in tak ing the Bi ble as it reads, with out su per im pos ing
any pre con ceived ideas over the state ments of scrip -
ture.  This is the way he ap proached his study of the
Holy Spirit.  

By the end of the first day of his study, he was show -
ing me from Scrip ture that the Holy Spirit could not be 
a be ing sep a rate from God and His Son.  He had found
too many plain state ments that, to his un bi ased think -
ing, could only mean that the Spirit is the di vine
es sence of the life of God and Christ; that the Son re -
ceived it from, and shares it with, His Fa ther and in
turn im parts it to us.  In the pro cess of his study, he
wrote down many texts;  two that es pe cially spoke to
him were John 20:22 and John 7:39 which say, “And
when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith
unto them, Re ceive ye the Holy Ghost: … But this
spake he of the Spirit, which they that be lieve on him
should re ceive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given;
be cause that Je sus was not yet glo ri fied.”

  In ad di tion, his study led him to the in ev i ta ble con -
clu sion that Je sus Christ was Who He said He was: 
the di vine, only be got ten Son of God! Praise the Lord
for the suf fi ciency of His Word!

Name With held

Cor rec tion: Last month we listed Bob
Talios’ ad dress in cor rectly. It should have
read: 5259 NW 52ND CT, Chiefland, Florida
32626. We apol o gize for any in con ve nience
ex pe ri enced.

mailto:editor@smyrna.org
mailto:berean@smyrna.org
http://www.smyrna.org
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