Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and

The secret of the LORD is with them that
fear Him; and He will show them His

walk therein, and yeshall find rest for your covenant. Psalm 25:14
souls. Jeremiah 6:16
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THE YEAR 2000 -Y2K -AND YOU

By Allen Stump

We are now less than twelve months away from the
year 2000 A.D. Contrary to popular belief, the year
2000 is not the start of the next millennium. The next
millennium will begin January 1, 2001. However, the
date January 1, 2000 is considered an important date
and many are expecting something climactic to hap-
pen then even if they do not know what it is.

Many religious leaders and organizations are |ook-
ing for the world’s conversion and a millennium of
peace to begin. The Pope and severa evangelical
Protestants are working towards a unified position
and witness to present to the world. Anyone who is
out of step will not be considered Christian because
they are not willing to see the prayer of Christ asre-
corded in John 17 answered.

The most common thought among the peopl e of the
world regarding the year 2000 iswhat isknown asthe
“Y2K” problem. Only those in atime warp have not
heard about it. Y 2K stands for the “year 2000.” It in-
volves the possible shutdown of computersthat were
programmed with only atwo-digit year dating system
instead of afour digit dating system.

The troublesthat could be associated with the Y 2K
problem have been discussed quite a bit for the last
few years. Since almost everything is computer
driven and controlled today, if the computers cometo
a standstill, society will aso. As someone said, “It
would belike going back to the horse and buggy days
without the horse and buggy!”

While banking and communicationsweretheearly
targets of concern, the biggest fear today centers
around the electric power plants. If they shut down

everything else shuts down including
computer-controlled systemsthat areY 2K compliant.

Computer “experts’ seem divided on how many
and what types of systemswill be ready by the end of
theyear, but all seem to expect some problems. A few
believe that the main “bugs’ will be worked out by
then; some believe that total chaos will occur at the
stroke of midnight! How should we approach the
problem?

If | wereto tell you that there would be no problems
with Y2K and you made no preparations and then
chaos occurred, | would be, to a degree, responsible
for your situation. | could taketheview that total shut-
downwill occur. If the system failsthen, | would look
like aprophet. If total shutdown did not occur | could
say that God in His mercy gave us more time and at
least you were not hurt by being ready. The truth is
that while | have my ideas about Y 2K, | do not claim
to be an authority or have the answers.

Some have said that there are too many of the “Big
Boys’ who wish for normal life to prosper and con-
tinue when the year 2000 comes to let things crash.
Perhaps this is so. | do know that the technical an-
swers to the problem exist. Implementation may not
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be as easy. One of the first places the Y2K bug
showed up was in using credit cards that had expira-
tion datesintheyear 2000. Interestingly it did not take
the banks very long to clear up this problem. Money
still talks! Although at last report few if any banks
were totally Y2K compliant, they claim they are
working on it and plan to be ready by year’s end.

For years we have been counseled to get out of the
citiesand into the country to live. If we do not get out
of the cities now we may not be able to later. Many
who live in metropolitan areas and rely on public
transportation could not leave in the event of apower
outage. Some have automobiles but you cannot drive
your car without gasoline. Gasoline cannot be
pumped and sold without electricity.

If the power plants shut down, then
everything else shuts down.

For those in the country there would be three main
necessities: water, food, and shelter. The biggest con-
cern would be fresh water. Those who depend on city
water supplies or for electricity to pump water from
wellswill be without water if the electric power fails.
Springs or wellsthat could be hand drawn can supply
water. Food would be the next biggest concern. Per-
sonally, | plan on the biggest garden | have ever
planted thisyear. Food should be canned or dried but
not put up in freezersfor obviousreasons. Shelter that
isdry and, where climate necessitates, warmisimpor-
tant. Wood-burning stoves may work well to produce
heat for some, but remember, chain sawsusegasoline.
Getting thewood in early and having several tanks of
fuel on hand would be important. Other heat sources
could be coal or liquid propane as well as solar heat
and power.

Thereis acertain amount of preparation that needs
to bemade evenif theY 2K bugisfixed. Aswe noted
earlier, we have been counseled to leave the cities
long ago. According to prophecy there is coming a
timeof troubleinthisworld, both physically and spir-
itually, such as has never been seen. Some have
suggested that the powersthat bewill use Y 2K to start
a national emergency and declare marshal law start-
ing the final movements of earth’s history. With the
current track record of President Clinton combined
with hisupcoming Senate trial and the problemswith
Iraq, thisisnot a“far fetched idea.”

Old Paths

Onething we can know for sure, if itistimefor his-
tory to close, nothing will stop itsonward march. The
signstell usthat we are near the coming of Jesusinthe
clouds of heaven. If the year 2000 isnot theend it is
certainly the beginning of the end. The question that
should haunt us is: “Are we making the preparation
necessary for the end times?’ Proverbs 22:3 says, “A
prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself:
but the simple pass on, and are punished.”

Whilethereare physical preparationsthat all Chris-
tians should be making for either Y 2K or the time of
trouble, themost important preparationisthe spiritual
life. Whilewe have awork to do (physically and most
importantly spiritually) in getting ready for the times
ahead, there is a world
to warn of coming de-
struction! The Lord is
not pleased with a
self-centered program
of self-preservation. |
pray that we would not
become so engrossed
with the coming prob-
lemsthat we fail to give
the message God has
commissioned us to
give. | believethat if we
are about our Father's
businessHewill seethat
our preparations, which
are necessary, will be
completed.

The World is waiting
for January 1, 2000 to
see what Y2K will bring.

While there are physical preparations
that all Christians should be making
for either Y 2K or the time of trouble,
the most important preparation is the
spiritual life.

Whatever isahead let usaboveall befaithful. “And
theLord said, Who thenisthat faithful and wise stew-
ard, whom his lord shall make ruler over his
household, to give them their portion of meat in due
season? Blessed is that servant, whom hislord when
he cometh shall find so doing.” (Luke 12:42-43)
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LET GOD BE TRUEL!

By Etim Udo Akor

“These arethethingsthat ye shall do; Speak ye every
man the truth to his neighbour.” (Zechariah 8:16a)
From this Scripture we see that the remnant have the
duty of speaking the truth to his neighbor. Unfortu-
nately, many peoplethat claim to be Christiansdo not
havethetruth. Even churchesand denominations, be-
cause they do not have the truth, speak and teach lies
for doctrines among the people. Thisis very sad be-
cause the Scripture states: “He that worketh deceit
shall not dwell within my house: he that telleth lies
shall not tarry in my sight.” (Psalm 101:7)

Many churches with false messages are springing
up everywhere. God’' sWord assuresusthat thesefalse
teachers will have to answer for their wicked work.
Proverbs 19:5 says, “A false witness shall not be un-
punished, and he that speaketh lies shall not escape.”
Jesus pities this worship and actually calls it vain!
“But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doc-
trines the commandments of men.” (Matthew 15:9)
TheBibleplainly teachesthat therewill bemany false
teachingsin the professed churches, especially aswe
near the end of time. Paul writing to Timothy said,
“Now the Spirit speaketh expresdly, that in the latter
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to
seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;, Speaking
liesin hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with
ahotiron.” (1 Timothy 4:1-2) With thesewarningswe
should earnestly desireto let God betruein all that we
believe and teach in our congregations.

Brethren, before going further let me ask, “What is
thetruth?’ Psalm 119:142 hasthe answer: “Thy righ-
teousnessisan everlasting righteousness, and thy law
isthetruth.” That is speaking of the Ten Command-
ments of God. This law is perfect and converts the
soul. (See Psalm 19:7.) Remember the duty of the
remnant, or God’ slast day church, isto speak thetruth
to his neighbor so asto bring the sinner back to God.
The simple message to the sinner is, “For al have
sinned, and come short of theglory of God.” (Romans
3:23) What has God designated to teach the sinner
that he hastransgressed against Him? It isthelaw, our
“school master,” (Galatians 3:24) that shows us our
sinfor the transgression of the law issin. (See 1 John
3:4.) Toreceivethegraceof forgivenessinto hislife, a
sinner must first recognize that he has transgressed
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the law and then repent, confess, and forsake hissin.
God haspromised, “If we confessour sins, heisfaith-
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9) This process
happens by faith. By faith we become children of
God. (See Galatians 3:25, 26.)

Beloved, many uphold that the Ten Commandment
law of God, which He spokeon Mt. Sinai (Exodus20)
and wrotewith Hisfingerson two tables of stone (Ex-
odus 31:18), was abolished and nailed on the cross by
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Isthat true? NO, what a
falsehood! Jesus said, “Think not that | am come to
destroy thelaw, or the prophets: | am not cometo de-
stroy, but to fulfil.” (Matthew 5:17)

Some teach that the law was for the children of Is-
rael and operational only in Old Testament times, but
the Scripture saysthat the Old Testament was written
and preserved for our learning and admonition. (See
Romans 15:4.) The Apostle John wrote:

“Brethren, | write no new commandment unto you,
but an old commandment which ye had from the be-
ginning. The old commandment istheword whichye
have heard from the beginning.” (1 John 2:7)

“1 rejoiced greatly that | found of thy childrenwalk-
ing in truth, as we have received a commandment
from the Father. And now | beseech thee, lady, not as
though | wrote a new commandment unto thee, but
that which we had from the beginning, that we love
one another. And thisislove, that we walk after his
commandments. This is the commandment, That, as
ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in
it.” (2 John 4-6)

Falseteacherstell the peoplethat thelaw wasfor the
Jewswhile graceisfor the Christian, whereas the Bi-
ble says: “ And hereby we do know that we know him,
if we keep his commandments. He that saith, | know
him, and keepeth not hiscommandments, isaliar, and
thetruthisnotinhim.” (1 John 2:3, 4) Wecannot truly
call ourselves Christiansif wedo not haveanythingto
do with God's law.

Some preachersproclaimtheir churchto bea” New
Testament Church.” In making this claim they try to
disavow the Old Testament. They claim that they are
teaching holiness and righteousness unto God. L et us
find out what the Scriptures say about these points
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they raise. Proverbs 4:2 states, “For | give you good
doctrine, forsake ye not my law.” It was concerning
thisand other Old Testament Scripturesthat the” New
Testament” Peter wrote: “For the prophecy came not
in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake asthey were moved by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Pe-
ter 1:21) Thelaw isgood doctrine! 2 John 9, from the
New Testament, says: “Whosoever transgresseth, and
abideth not in thedoctrine of Christ, hath not God. He
that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the
Father and the Son.” We are to preach holiness, righ-
teousness, and perfection because God commands us
to. Hetellsus: “ Sanctify yourselvestherefore, and be
ye holy: for | am the LORD your God.” (Leviticus
20:7) Jesus said, “And for their sakes | sanctify my-
self, that they also might be sanctified through the
truth.” (John 17:19)

Y et, what is righteousness? It is the keeping of the
commandments of God. Psalm 119:172 says, “My
tongue shall speak of thy word: for all thy command-
ments are righteousness.” What righteousness are
these false teacherstalking about? The Bible teaches
that they are teaching their own false righteousness.
Romans 10:3 says, “ For they being ignorant of God's
righteousness, and going about to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto
the righteousness of God.”

Now that we have seen that the law of God is the
truth, what is our stand on the fourth commandment
that saysin part, “ Remember the sabbath day, to keep
it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:
But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy
God.” (Exodus 20:8-10) Many false teachers who
teach thecommandmentsof men claimthat it doesnot
matter, but God' s holy Word says it does matter!

“The seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy
God” and not the Sabbath of the Jews as many are
taught to believe. How can anyone teach and uphold
Sunday (the first day of the week) as the Lord’s day
when the Bible saysthat the seventh day istheLord’s
day?God*“worked” onthefirst day increation, but He
blessed the seventh day and sanctifiedit. (See Genesis
2:1-3.) Jesus said “ the Sabbath was made for man” or
mankind, not the Jews only. It is the day that carries
the blessing. “Blessed is the man that doeth this, and
the son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the
sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from
doing any evil.” (Isaiah 56:2) “If thou turn away thy
foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my
holy day; and call the sabbath adelight, the holy of the
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LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing
thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor
speaking thine own words. Then shalt thou delight
thyself inthe LORD; and | will causetheeto ride upon
the high placesof the earth, and feed theewith the her-
itage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD
hath spoken it.” (Isaiah 58:13, 14)

True Sabbath keeping isasign of sanctified living.
Exodus 31:13 states, “ Speak thou also unto the chil-
dren of Israel, saying, Verily my Sabbaths ye will
keep: for it isasign between me and you throughout
your generations; that ye may know that | am the
LORD that doth sanctify you.” In this Scripture the
Lord says to keep His Sabbath, which is the seventh
day,. and not Sunday, thefirst day of theweek. Sunday
is actualy the Roman Catholic Church’s Sabbath.
The papacy openly acknowledges attempting to the
change the Sabbath from the seventh day to the first
day without any Scriptural authority. If you are keep-
ing Sunday as the Sabbath, your relationship is
between you and the papacy and not between you and
the God of Israel that sanctifies. In this case, you are
not sanctified through the truth, but you are “sancti-
fied” through heresies of the papacy.

The Sunday Sabbath is a tradition of men, not the
accepted day of rest for the people of God. Many are
arguing that if God did not approve Sunday asthe day
of worship therewould not betheworking of miracles
among Sunday keepers. The Bible says that miracles
are not the proof of sonship to God. In fact, the Bible
saysthat inthelast daystherewill be* spiritsof devils,
working miracles.” (Revelation 16:14) Please read
carefully the words of Jesus:

“Notwithstanding in thisrejoice not, that the spirits
are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your
names are written in heaven.” (Luke 10:20)

“Not every onethat saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but hethat doeth the
will of my Father whichisin heaven. Many will say to
mein that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesiedin
thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and
in thy name done many wonderful works [miracles|?
And then will | profess unto them, | never knew you:
depart fromme, yethat workiniquity [sin, whichisthe
transgression of God's law].” (Matthew 7:21-23)

You might wonder, “Why do the majority of peo-
ple worship God on Sunday instead of Saturday, the
seventh day of theweek?’ Many “haveazeal of God,
but not according to knowledge. For they beingigno-
rant of God’'s righteousness, and going about to
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establish their own righteousness, have not submit-
ted themselves unto the righteousness of God.”
(Romans 10:2, 3)

Onepoint of argument that fal seteachersbringupis
based on atext in Paul’ sfirst letter to the Corinthians:
“For | determined not to know any thing among you,
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” (1 Corinthians
2:2) Do we redlly know and believe what this state-
ment says? Paul did not fail toteach “all thecounsel of
God,” (Acts 20:27) but it was all—including God's
commandments as revealed through the cross of
Christ! If weclaimto believe Paul’ sstatement in First
Corinthiansthen | ask further, “Wasit Jesusthe Son of
God that was crucified for you or * God the Son,’ the
second personinthe Godhead accordingtothe Trinity
doctrine?’

TheBiblesaysthat “ God so loved theworld, that he
gave hisonly begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
(John 3:16) Jesusisthe Son of God. Heisnever, inall
the Bible, called “God the Son” as most are taught to
believe according to the doctrine of the Trinity—one
of theheresiesof the papacy. The Trinity isinfact part
of the wine (false teaching) that fills the harlot’s cup.
(See Revelation 14:8; 17:2,4; 18:6.) “Whosoever
shall confessthat Jesusisthe Son of God [nhot God the
Son], God dwelleth in him, and he in God.” (1 John
4:15) The doctrine of the Trinity is afalsehood. The
Bible does not speak of three Gods in one per-
son—God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Spirit. The Bible saysthat “to usthereisbut one God,
the Father, of whom areall things, and wein him; and
oneLord Jesus Christ, by whom areall things, and we
by him.” (1 Corinthians 8:6) “Whoisaliar but he that
denieth that Jesusis the Christ? He is antichrist, that
denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth
the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that
acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.” (1 John
2:22,23)

Beloved, let me conclude: “But whoso looketh into
the perfect law of liberty [the ten commandments],
and continueth therein, hebeing not aforgetful hearer,
but adoer of thework, thisman shall beblessedin his
deed.” (James1:25) “| haveno greater joy thanto hear
that my children walk in truth.” (3 John 4) “But the
anointing which ye have received of him abideth in
you, and ye need not that any manteach you: but asthe
same anointing teacheth you of all things, andistruth,
and isno lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall
abidein him.” (1 John 2:27) Of course the annointing
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hereisfor thebornagain believer only. Soif you have
not repented of your sins, please confess your sins
now and repent and forsake them, for Jesusisfaithful
and just to forgive you and cleanse you from all un-
righteousness. L et us seek after the truth, for the truth
will set usfreefromsin. (See John 8:32.) “Blessed are
they that do his commandments, that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the
gatesinto the city.” (Revelation 22:14) The kingdom
of Godisonly for the saints who have found forgive-
ness through Christ. “For without are dogs, and
sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and
idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.”
(Revelation 22:15)

The Bible saysthat “to usthereis but
one God, the Father, of whom are all
things, and we in him; and one Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom are all things,
and we by him.” (1 Corinthians 8:6)

Please examine whether or not the statements of
faith or doctrinal beliefs of your church are in line
with the Scripturesand if not changetowhat the Bible
says. “We ought to obey God rather than man.” (Acts
5:29)

If you have confessed your sinsand desireto follow
Jesusin al thetruth He has revealed to you, then flee
Babylon and her daughters and associate yourself
with an assembly that upholds the truth of the gospel
accordingtothe Scriptures. &5

(Pastor Etim Udo Akor writes from Nigeria where
he is teaching the three angels messages. God has
blessed Brother Akor who isworking under very diffi-
cult and trying circumstances. Most of the brethrenin
Nigeria are poor, but humble men. As Paul made an
appeal for the brethren in Jerusalem (see 1 Corinthi-
ans 16), wewould like to make an appeal in behalf of
theworkinNigeria. For those upon whomGod places
a burden to help, they may write directly to Pastor
Akor at hisaddress: P. O. Box 380, Abak, Akwa |bom
Sate, Nigeria. Editor)
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Three Days

by Pat Kroeger

Hethat believeth on me, asthe scripture hath said, out of hisbelly shall flow riversof living water.
(But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost
was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) (John 7:38-39)

Although God's Spirit has always been, and has al-
ways been with man, sin had made a breach between
the Spirit of God and the spirit of man. The Spirit of
God is forever holy, but because of sin the human
spirit had becomepolluted and vile. Thetwo could not
commune. The Son of God cameto restore the breach
by doing what man had failed to do—unfailingly sub-
mit to the Father’ s will.

In John 7:38 Christ is describing His followers,
those who believe on Him, as having rivers of living
water flowing from their bellies. Of course thisis not
literal for what purpose would it serve to have water
literally running out from the bellies of Christians?
Recognizing verse 39 as the explanation, there are
three pointsto consider: First, theriversof living wa-
ter that Christ is speaking of is the Holy Spirit.
Second, the believers had not received this Spirit as
yet, but would in thefuture (asthe early rain at Pente-
cost). Third, the reason was because Christ had not
been glorified. Notice in verse 39 that the word
“given” isinitalic. Thisindicatesthat the word isnot
in the original manuscript but was supplied by the
tranglators as their attempt to explain the text, be it
right or wrong. Without the supplied this portion
would read: “for the Holy Ghost was not yet; because
that Jesuswasnot yet glorified.” Without denying that
the Holy Spirit has existed for aslong as God the Fa-
ther has existed, Christ is nonetheless stating that
there was something incomplete about it. It was
Christ’s mission on this earth to satisfy the require-
ments needed to completethe missing link. Until then
the early rain could not be poured out. After the resur-
rection Christ received assurancefrom HisFather that
His mission had been successful. The Spirit was now
full and complete because humanity had been per-
fected with Divinity: God's Spirit was now united in
fullness with the human spirit. That fullness of the
Spirit could then be given back to the believersin the
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early rain. With this background we want to investi-
gate the processthat it took for Jesus, the Son of God,
to become perfected in Divinity. For understanding
what it took to bring the outpouring of the early rain
will help usunderstand what we need to bring the out-
pouring of the latter rain.

“And he began to teach them, that the Son of man
must suffer many things, and be rejected of the el-
ders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be
killed, and after three daysrise again.” (Mark 8:31)
The number threeissignificant in the Scripturesand
threedays, or thethird day, isspecifically significant
since Christ referred to it several times. (See also
Matthew 12:40 and John 2:19.) Each is referring to
the same time period.

“Andhesaid untothem, Goye, and tell that fox, Be-
hold, I cast out devils, and | do cures to day and to
morrow, and thethird day | shall be perfected.” (Luke
13:32) Although Christ had never sinned He did not
clam to be perfect. Infact, perfection was something
that He was looking forward to in the future, on the
third day. The third day from what? Christ wasin the
process of being perfected, but it would take Him
three daysto compl eteit. The question must be asked,
“When did those three days begin?’

Hebrews 2:9-10 states: “But we see Jesus, who was
made alittle lower than the angelsfor the suffering of
death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the
grace of God should taste death for every man. For it
became him, for whom are all things, and by whom
are al things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to
make the captain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings.” By the grace of God Christ did achieve
perfection, but that perfection came through suffer-
ing. This concept of Christ’s perfection by trials and
sufferingsisconfirmed inthefollowing text. “Whoin
the days of hisflesh, when he had offered up prayers
and supplications with strong crying and tears unto
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him that was ableto save him from [ Greek: ek, out of ]
death, and was heard in that he feared; Though he
were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things
which he suffered; And being made perfect, he be-
camethe author of eternal salvation unto all them that
obey him.” (Hebrews 5:7-9) If Jesus, the sinless Son
of God, wasbrought into perfection through suffering
whenwasHisgreatest suffering?1f Helearned obedi-
ence through the things that He suffered when was
His greatest lesson? When did Jesus offer up prayers
and supplications with strong crying and tears?
Christ’ sgreatest suffering wasnot in thetomb but fac-
ing it. It was in the Garden of Gethsemane that the
final processbegan inovercoming sinand Self. It was
inthe Garden that began the three days Jesus had been
looking forward to.

“And they came to a place which was named Geth-
semane: and hesaithto hisdisciples, Sityehere, while
| shall pray. And he taketh with him Peter and James
and John, and began to be sore amazed [Greek:
ekganbw, “struck with terror” Thayer’s], and to be
very heavy [Greek: adhnonew, “troubled, dis-
tressed” Thayer’s|; And saith unto them, My soul is
exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and
watch. And he went forward a little, and fell on the
ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour
might pass from him. And he said, Abba, Father, all
things are possible unto thee; take away thiscup from
me: nevertheless not what | will, but what thou
wilt...And he cometh the third time, and saith unto
them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: it is enough,
the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is betrayed
into the hands of sinners.” (Mark 14:32-41)

Three times Christ came to his friends for support
and strength. Three times they failed Him. He must
enter into this special experience without any earthly
support. This added to His suffering, but it was the
mental anguish that was the real source of His pain.
Luke explains in alittle more light just how intense
wasthat pain and suffering. “ Saying, Father, if thou be
willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not
my will, but thine, be done. And there appeared an an-
gel unto him from heaven, strengthening him. And
being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his
sweat wasasit weregreat dropsof blood falling down
to the ground. And when he rose up from prayer, and
was cometo hisdisciples, he found them sleeping for
sorrow.” (Luke 22:42-45) If theangel had not cometo
strengthen Him Jesus would have died there in the
Garden. Theweight of what Hewasexperiencing was
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so severe that He sweat great drops of blood. We
know from Isaiah 53 that the weight was the guilt of
all our sins. He wrestled with the craving to be rid of
the experience. He begged the Father to remove the
cup, but instead He yielded to His Father’s will and
drank it. From Gethsemane and His betrayal to His
trial and agony upon the cross, when He came forth
from thetomb three dayslater His suffering wascom-
plete and His Spirit perfected. He had made provision
for our human spirit to be fully purged of carnal con-
trol. The sin-breach had been closed. Three days for
Christ was aliteral experience, yet Christ’sisnot the
only example we find of three days of trials and suf-
ferings. In each example that the Scriptures give,
thereare cluesasto what makesthisthree-day experi-
ence important.

Others Who
Experienced Three Days

TheDisciples- Thefirst obviousexampleisthedisci-
ples. Christ was not alone in the Garden of
Gethsemane. The disciples were aso just beginning
their own severe trial. As they helplessly witnessed
the suffering and humiliation of their beloved Master
they watched their world come to an end. The bitter-
ness and loss they endured must have been
tremendous! It certainly was cleansing for not many
days after they were the recipients of the outpouring
of the Spirit at Pentecost.

Abraham - When God tested Abraham by asking
him to sacrifice his only-begotten son I saac Abraham
obeyed without question. During the three-day jour-
ney it took to reach Mt. Moriah Abraham alone bore
the pain of what he was about to do. (See Genesis.
22:1-14.) Isaac wasthechild of promise, themost pre-
cious gift that Abraham could hold. He would rather
lose everything than to lose his precious Isaac, but
Abraham had explicit faithin God and trusted Him to
still keep His promise that through Isaac all nations
would be blessed. (See Hebrews 11:17-19.) In this
story isportrayed the depths of divinelovefor the ex-
perience of Abraham and Isaac symbolizes God the
Father in freely giving His only-begotten Son as the
Sacrifice for all mankind. The pain of heart that the
Father must have suffered knowing that someday His
most precious Son would willingly submit Himself to
arebelliousrace is something we will never fully un-
derstand.

Jonah - “Now the LORD had prepared agreat fishto
swallow up Jonah. And Jonah wasin the belly of the
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fish three days and three nights.” (Jonah 1:17) Most
everyone knows the story of Jonah. Here was a mes-
senger of God that didn’t care for the assignment he
had been given. Jonah had a problem; he hadn’t truly
been converted. Like many of us, God knew it would
take a hard trial to bring Jonah to the experience he
needed. During those three days in the belly of the
whal e Jonah came to understand his sin problem and
God's infinite power to forgive. From the depths of
histrial he prayed hismost fervent prayer. (See Jonah
2.) That wasatype of Gethsemanefor Jonah. Theear-
nest prayer of confession, repentance, and surrender
were apart of the three days Jonah had to experience
to be purged of hissin.

Joseph and Mary - For Joseph and Mary, it was
frantically searching for the Son of God. It look them
three daysto learn how seriousit istolose sight of the
Savior. (See Luke 2:46.)

The Children of Israel - “And Moses stretched
forth his hand toward heaven; and there was a thick
darknessinal theland of Egypt three days: They saw
not one another, neither rose any from his place for
three days: but all the children of Israel had light in
their dwellings.” (Exodus 10:22-23) “God is no re-
specter of persons’ (Acts 10:34): the wicked and
righteous both experience three days. During that
time a contrast is seen. The children of God are
brought to thelight whilethe children of theworld are
brought into complete and perfect darkness.

Pharaoh’s Butler and Baker - “And Joseph said
unto him, This is the interpretation of it: The three
branches are three days: Yet within three days shall
Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore thee unto thy
place: and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh’s cup into his
hand, after theformer manner when thou wast hisbut-
ler.” (Genesis 40:12-13) “And Joseph answered and
said, Thisistheinterpretation thereof: The three bas-
kets are three days. Yet within three days shall
Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, and shall hang
theeon atree; and thebirdsshall eat thy flesh from off
thee.” (Genesis 40:18-19) Three days is a make or
break situation. Those who overcome, after they are
tried, will be restored to their original position and
treated asthough they had never sinned. The unrepen-
tant will be found worthy of death.

Esther - Fasting is also associated with three days.
After fasting Esther was willing to die to self rather
thanfail at thework God had given her to do. (SeeEs-
ther 4:16.)
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The 5,000 - When Christ fed the five thousand it
was after they had followed Him for three days, fast-
ing on physical food while feasting on spiritual food.
(See Matthew 15:32.)

Paul - After a soul-shaking experience on the road
to Damascus Saul fasted for three days while he
waited for direction and asign of acceptancefromthe
Lord. (Acts 9:9) We know from Isaiah 58 that fasting
is a means God has provided to loose us from the
power of sin.

We Must Experience
Three Days to Perfection

“...And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of
the cup that | drink of; and with the baptism that | am
baptized withal shall yebebaptized:” (Mark 10:39) In
the Garden of Gethsemane Christ spoke of a cup.
Also, after Hisimmersion in the River Jordan, Jesus
stated he had to experience a baptism that it pained
Him to have accomplished. (Luke 12:50 margin) The
baptism and cup are both synonymous with the three
days of suffering. According to theword of Christ we
also will drink of the same cup and be baptized with
the same baptism. For us however, three daysisnot a
literal time but is symbolic of the time necessary for
God to bring us into perfection in His Spirit. During
thistime we must learn absolute trust in God to bring
us through or we will be lost.

“Come, and let usreturn unto the LORD: for he hath
torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will
bind us up. After two days will he revive us: in the
third day he will raise us up, and we shall livein his
sight. Then shall weknow, if wefollow onto know the
LORD: hisgoing forthis prepared asthe morning; and
he shall come unto usastherain, asthelatter and for-
mer rain unto the earth.” (Hosea 6:1-3) Each example
of three days in the Scriptures is associated with
soul-searching, life-changing trials and events. We
must experience our own three days from Gethsema-
neto death to self to become perfected and receive the
latter rain.

“For in the hand of the LORD thereisacup, and the
wineisred; itisfull of mixture; and he poureth out of
the same: but the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the
earth shall wring them out, and drink them.” (Psalms
75:8) Christ drank fromit and sowill we, but what ex-
actly is this cup that God holds and what is it mixed
with? “Thus saith thy Lord the LORD, and thy God
that pleadeth the cause of his people, Behold, | have
taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the

January 1999



dregsof the cup of my fury; thou shalt nomoredrink it
again.” (Isaiah 51:22) Concerning the wicked we
read: “ Thesame shall drink of thewine of thewrath of
God, whichispoured out without mixtureinto the cup
of hisindignation; and he shall betormented withfire
and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and
in the presence of the Lamb:” (Revelation 14:10)
Thereisfury inthecupthat God holds. It beginsfull of
mixture but ends up without mixture. The people of
God must experience God’ swrath against sinin order
to come to hate sin with the same hatred God has
(Zechariah 12:10), but they endure God's wrath
mixed with mercy. Thewicked, who have never come
to hate sin but love it more than God, will experience
the fullness of the wrath of God without mercy. The
prophet |saiah wrote: “ Awake, awake, stand up, O Je-
rusalem, which hast drunk at the hand of the LORD the
cup of hisfury; thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup
of trembling, and wrung them out.” (Isaiah 51:17) A
certain classof God' speoplewill haveto drink deeper
from this cup of fury. It's important however to re-
member that our suffering will never compareto what
Christ experienced in Gethsemane. Because Christ
was made“sinfor us’ (2 Corinthians 5:21), He expe-
rienced the fullness of the Father’'s wrath the same
way the wicked must. Yet if Christ had that experi-
ence why must we drink from thisterrible cup?

Why we Must
Drink the Cup?

“1 will bear the indignation of the LORD, because |
have sinned against him, until he plead my cause, and
executejudgment for me: hewill bring meforthtothe
light, and | shall behold his righteousness.” (Micah
7:9) It is because of the sin within us that we must be
purged through this cup of indignation and suffering.
God the Father, in His infinite wisdom, knows that
nothing short of this experience will accomplish His
desire. If we endure we will be brought into the righ-
teousness of Christ.

Isaiah 10:16-19 states, “Therefore shall the Lord,
the Lord of hosts, send among his fat ones leanness;
and under his glory he shall kindle aburning like the
burning of afire. And thelight of Israel shall befor a
fire, and his Holy One for aflame: and it shall burn
and devour histhorns and his briersin one day; And
shall consumethe glory of hisforest, and of hisfruit-
ful field, both soul and body: and they shall be as
when a standardbearer fainteth. And the rest [rem-
nant] of thetreesof hisforest shall befew, that a child
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may write them.” God'’s indignation will purge and
sift all who claimto be called by Hisname. This puri-
fication process will be so intense that many will not
make it. Those that are left will be so few that even a
child could count them. “As it was in the days of
Noah.” (Luke 17:26)

“For asmall moment have | forsaken thee; but with
great mercieswill | gather thee. In alittlewrath | hid
my face from thee for amoment; but with everlasting
kindnesswill I havemercy onthee, saiththe LORD thy
Redeemer. For thisis as the waters of Noah unto me:
for as| have sworn that the waters of Noah should no
more go over the earth; so have | sworn that | would
not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee...saith the
LORD that hath mercy on thee” (Isaiah 54.7-10)
There is something important about the floodwaters
of Noah that God would compareit to the purification
the remnant people must endure. “By faith Noah, be-
ing warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved
with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house;
by the which he condemned the world, and became
heir of therighteousnesswhichisby faith.” (Hebrews
11:7) 1t was by faith that Noah acted upon the will of
God. When that happened, three things were accom-
plished: 1) His house was saved. 2) The world was
condemned. 3) Hebecamean heir of righteousnessby
faith. Peter says concerning that experience: “Which
sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuf-
fering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the
ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls
were saved by water.” (1 Peter 3:20) “For | will pour
water upon him that isthirsty, and floods upon the dry
ground: | will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my
blessing upon thine offspring:” (Isaiah 44:3)

It's important to remember that our
suffering will never compare to what
Christ experienced in Gethsemane.

Thewater represents God' s Spirit. Just asthewaters
of theflood represented salvation to thefew insidethe
ark who accepted it, they represented divine ven-
geanceto the many outsidethe ark who regjected it. So
itiswith the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God can save
usinour hour of trial, or God’ s Spirit can bethemeans
to bring our destruction. Like Noah, the preparations
we make now will determine if wefind ourselvesin-
side or outside the ark when the flood comes. The
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flood isin the cup and we will either endure it mixed
with mercy by faith in an Almighty God or we will
have to bear aone the full measure of the wrath of
God. We will drink of the cup one way or the other.

How Do We
Approach the Cup?

“AndtheLord said, Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath
desired to haveyou, that hemay sift you aswheat: But
| have prayed for thee, that thy faithfail not: and when
thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” (Luke
22:31-32) Peter and the other disciples also began
threedaysinthe Garden of Gethsemane. Asamakeor
break situation, it made eleven—it broke one. During
that time of trial however, there was no assurance of
the outcome for anyone. Peter struggled through this
time. In the garden he slept when he should have been
watching and praying. At thetrial he blatantly cursed
and denied even knowing Christ. Despondent and dis-
couraged when rumors of Christ’s resurrection were
spreading; Peter didn’t believe. It was not until after it
was over and he walked and talked with the Savior
again that Peter’s conversion was complete. Judas
never made it that far.

“For unto you it isgiven in the behalf of Christ, not
only to believe onhim, but alsoto suffer for hissake;”
(Philippians 1:29) “And if children, then heirs; heirs
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified to-
gether.” (Romans8:17) Wemust face Gethsemanethe
way Christ faced it if we are to be victorious the way
Christ was victorious. “Beloved, think it not strange
concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing happened unto you: But re-
joice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s
sufferings; that, when his glory shall be reveded, ye
may be glad also with exceeding joy.” (1 Peter 4:12,
13) If weareto obtaintheglory of God wewill haveto
be purified of the corruption that binds us to Satan.
The humility of suffering is the method designed by
God to accomplish thiswork. When wefacethe prob-
lems of thislife that we all must encounter daily our
reaction to thesetrials, however severe, should be ab-
solute trust in our heavenly Father. Thus we should
havejoy, knowing that our God loves us enough to do
whatever it takes to bring us into full surrender to
Him.

“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into di-
vers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of
your faith worketh patience. But |et patience have her
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perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, want-
ing nothing.” (James 1:2-4) “Blessed is the man that
endureth temptation: for when heistried, he shall re-
ceivethecrown of life, which the Lord hath promised
to them that love him.” (James 1:12) Trials, hard-
ships, and temptations comein all shapesand sizes,
yet not asingleoneisby chance. Eachisdesigned by
the hand of God to bring cleansing to our souls. Each
is carefully weighed and balanced to meet our ability.
(See 1 Corinthians 10:13.) Whatever the circum-
stance we should bear with patience the chastisement
of God. Clinging to His promises we can rest assured
that with each and every trial God will provide away
of escape. Failing to search out Christ by fasting and
praying, confessing and surrendering, will deny
God' sway of escapefor usand will certainly bringon
our destruction. Unconditional dependence on God
through Christ is our only remedy. This will either
make or break us, we will either be aPeter or aJudas;
the Pharaoh’ scup bearer or baker. If wefail today, we
will haveto drink of this cup again and again until ei-
ther wearevictoriousand passover into the Promised
Land, or we are swept away by theflood of fury com-
ing to the children of disobedience. The choice is
ours. 25

(Pat Kroeger writes from her home in Kentucky.
You may write Pat at:7616 E Mandlick Rd., Louis-
ville, KY 40288. E-mail: isha@bullitt.net.)

In the matchless gift of His Son,
God has encircled the whole world
with an atmosphere of grace as real
as the air which circulates around
the globe. Allwho choose to breathe
this life-giving atmosphere will (ive
and grow up to the stature of men
and women in Christ Jesus. (Ellen
G. White, Steps to Christ, p. 68)
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“Lord, please help
meto be ableto carry on
my duties as a soldier and

still not violate your sacred
commandments,” the young
Spaniard prayed as he knelt be-
side hisarmy cot.

“Please help me to have the
words and earnestness that’ll
cause my captain to release me
from military exercises on Your
holy day. In Christ’s name,
Amen.”

Rising to his feet, he walked
over to the one folding chair in
the tent, sat down, and began a
letter to one of hisfriendsin his
church back home. “I want you to
ask the other peopleinthe church
to pray for me that when | ap-
proach the captain about being
released from duty on the Lord’'s
holy day, he will be touched by
the Holy Spirt. He's agood man,
but | don’t know if heisa Chris-
tian or not. | cannot violate my
conscience and | don't believe
he' sthe kind of aguy who would
force someone to do so. But this
Is war and war makes people
think very strangely sometimes.
So, please. ..”

Before he could finish the let-
ter, a sudden inspection was
called. When he went outside to
fall into line with the rest of the
young men in his outfit, the wind
was blowing. His hair would not
stay in place. So, hepulled hishat
down tightly on his head, hoping
that it would keep it in placelong
enough to pass inspection.
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Everyone gave a sigh of relief
when they had passed inspection.

“1 thought the wind would re-
ally messmeup,” hetold afellow
soldier. “I just knew it meant
trouble when | stepped out of my
tent and saw all the dust flying.”

“Come on over to the base ex-
change with me,” hisfriend said,
“and let’s get something cold to
drink. We' vegottawash down all
this dust.”

Asheand hisfriend werewalk-
ing back to histent after getting a
cold drink, hewas halted by afa-
miliar voice. Itwashiscaptain’s.

“Come into my tent,”the offi-
cer commanded him, “I want to
talk to you.”

As they sat down on padded
folding chairs in the captain’s
tent, hewas surprised by hiscom-
manding officer’ swords. “1 want
you to tell me all about what you
believe as a Christian.”

The captain listened intently as
he tried to tell him all of his be-
liefs. It was difficult, but the
officer seemed to recognize his
nervousness. The captain finally
stood to his feet and said, “I
wanted you to come in and talk
for afew minutesbeforel tell you
of my decision.”’

“Your decision, Sir?’ the be-
wildered Christian young man
asked.

“Yes,” he replied, “I had to
make a decisi on about whether or
not to let you off from duty on the
Christian’s day of rest.” This al-
most shocked the soldier right off
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his chair. He just
could not believe his
own ears. He had not even
asked the captain for exemp-

tion yet. Then the next official
statement was even more surpris-

ing.

“I’ve decided to grant you
leave from your military duties
on your day of rest.”

Stunned beyond belief, he rose
to his feet, thanked, and saluted
him. Then he attempted to walk
out of the tent without showing
that he could hardly stand up.
But, before he pushed back the
door flap of the tent, a holy bold-
ness that comes to Christ’s own
came to him.

“Sir, may | ask you how you
came to this decision?’

“Sure,” the captain smiled for
the first time that the soldier had
ever seen or heard of. “I read the
letter you started to your buddy
back home, where you asked him
to ask the members of your
church to pray that your captain
wouldn’t ask you to violate your
conscience. The wind must have
blownitrightintomytent.”” &<

(This story was reprinted from
the book, The Hand That Still In-
tervenes, W. A. Spicer and Helen
Spicer Menkel © 1982 by Con-
cerned Publications. Permission to
reprint this article was graciously
granted by the publishers.)
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Hearth to Hearth

Weliveinaworld of specialization. Perhapsthat truth
is most evident in the field of publishing. There are
magazines that cover topics ranging from
bow-hunting to coin collecting. One area of special-
ization that we are very pleased to recommend is a
new publication entitled, Hearth to Hearth.

Hearth to Hearth is a bi-monthly publication de-
signed especially for Christian women. The
publishers, Grace Cox and Esther McDaniel, have
personally experienced isolation at times from close
friendships with other Christian women and wanted

to open the door
P for like-minded
[JIL{ gt i".tjl ter ('(}{ earth

women to be able
to communicate
with each other
about their special
concerns and is
sues. They are
hoping, through
this publication, to
encourage the
reader’s spiritual
growth into com-
pletenessin Christ.

The mission
statement of Hearth to Hearth reads asfollows: “Be-
lieving that we can find completenessin al areas of
our livesonly ‘inhim, whoisthehead of all principal-
ity and power’ (Colossians 2:10), it is the mission of
Hearth to Hearth to provide a forum for Christian
women to reach out to each other in friendship, with
joy and hope, and to encourage each other to find our
completenessin Christ aswe sojourn here on our way
to the kingdom.”

Though written by women for women, we have
found thematerial in thispaper to be ablessing to any
who are interested in spiritual things. Believing this
newsletter to be such a blessing, we at Smyrna have
included the recent release of Hearth to Hearth with
thisissue of Old Pathsfor your consideration. Hearth
to Hearth is sent free upon request. Voluntary dona-
tions toward the costs of printing and mailing are
appreciated. To receive Hearth to Hearth you may
submit your request to: Grace Cox, 68 Skiff Barton
Rd., Trenton, TN 38382 (901) 855-4805,
hearth@iswt.com. Editors
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A Stirring
Personal Testimony

| would liketo sharewith you arecent experiencethat
means alot to me. My husband makes no profession
of religion Though hedoesbelievein God. he hasnot
been convinced of thedivinity of Christ. Hewas par-
ticularly interested in learning what the Bible has to
say regarding the Holy Spirit, and decided to under-
take his own independent study, using only the King
James Version Bible and a concordance. He believes
intaking the Bible asit reads, without superimposing
any preconceived ideas over the statements of scrip-
ture. Thisisthe way he approached his study of the
Holy Spirit.

By theend of thefirst day of hisstudy, hewas show-
ing mefrom Scripturethat theHoly Spirit could not be
abeing separatefrom God and His Son. Hehad found
too many plain statementsthat, to his unbiased think-
ing, could only mean that the Spirit is the divine
essence of the life of God and Christ; that the Son re-
ceived it from, and shares it with, His Father and in
turn imparts it to us. In the process of his study, he
wrote down many texts; two that especialy spoketo
him were John 20:22 and John 7:39 which say, “And
when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith
unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: ... But this
spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him
should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given;
because that Jesus was not yet glorified.”

Inaddition, hisstudy led him to theinevitable con-
clusion that Jesus Christ was Who He said He was:
the divine, only begotten Son of God! PraisetheLord
for the sufficiency of His Word!

NameWithheld

Correction: Last month we listed Bab
Talios address incorrectly. It should have
read: 5259 NW 52ND CT, Chiefland, Florida

32626. We apologize for any inconvenience
experienced.

Old Paths is published monthly by Smyrna Gospel Ministries,
HC 64 Box 128-B, Welch, WV 24801-9606. It is sent free upon
request. E-mail address - Stump: editor@smyrna.org; Beachy:
berean@smyrna.org. Phone: (304) 732-9204; Our web site URL
is: http://www.smyrna.org.

Editor
Associate Editor

Allen Stump
Lynnford Beachy
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