
Old Paths
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls.  Jer e miah 6:16

The se cret of the LORD is with them that
fear  Him;  and  He  will  show  them  His
cov e nant. Psalm 25:14
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The Law of Di min ished Ca pac ity
Bill & Dee Stringfellow

Through the years that we have been pro duc ing in -
spi ra tional and in struc tional books and vid eos, we
have had to deal with doc trines that have been de cep -
tive, deadly, and dan ger ous to God’s peo ple pre par ing 
for Christ’s soon re turn. In ex pos ing these er rors, sad
to say, we have lost some folks we con sid ered good
friends. The chances of this hap pen ing again with the
facts we plan to pres ent in this pa per are very high. We 
hate to lose those we love, but this is a sub ject that
must be dealt with. Please, be fore read ing any fur ther,
pray for God to re veal to you if this is truth.

The Law of Di min ished Ca pac ity has been one of
Sa tan’s great est tools in his war against God and His
Son. By look ing at a few verses you will quickly grasp 
the mean ing of the law. First, Isa iah 14:12-14; where
you find Sa tan’s sin ful goals spelled out. “How art
thou fallen from heaven, 0 Lu ci fer, son of the morn ing!
how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst
weaken the na tions! For thou hast said in thine heart, I
will as cend into heaven, I will ex alt my throne above the
stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the con gre -
ga tion, in the sides of the north: I will as cend above the
heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.”

In spi ra tion tells us that Sa tan be gan his cam paign
against God by se cretly dis cred it ing God and His
heav enly law to the an gels. He was, in ev ery sense of
the word, putt ing God down. He even claimed that if
he were in charge they would all have more free dom
and joy.

In the third chap ter of Gen e sis you find him dis -
cred it ing God to the first hu mans. Since you know this 
story well, look at how he tried then: (Verse 1) “Yea,

hath God said, Ye shall not eat of ev ery tree of the gar -
den?” (Verse 4) “Ye shall not surely die!” Sa tan
cam paigned against God with hu mans through doubt
and de nial.

Two more ex am ples and you will un der stand the
Law of Di min ished Ca pac ity. John 3:30 quotes John
the Bap tist’s state ment about Je sus. He said,  “He
must in crease, but I must de crease.” When Sa tan de -
cided to wage war with God and His Son he tried to
in crease his own stand ing by de creas ing God’s and
Christ’s ca pac ity.

In the fourth chap ter of Luke, when Sa tan tried to
tempt Christ in the wil der ness, he took Je sus up to a
high moun tain and gave Him a pan oramic view of the
world through all the ages. Then, in verses six and
seven, he said, “All this power will I give Thee, and
the glory of them: for that is de liv ered unto me; and to
whom so ever I will give it. If Thou there fore wilt wor -
ship me, all shall be Thine.” Sa tan claimed he was
higher and more pow er ful than Je sus. He was ex alt ing 
him self while try ing to be lit tle Christ. Now you un -
der stand the Law of Di min ished Ca pac ity, don’t you?

In a re cent news let ter from some pre cious, long -
time friends, we were shocked to read how, with out
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even be ing aware of it, they were ac tu ally di min ish ing 
God’s ca pac ity. As un be liev able as it was, they were
do ing the very same thing Lu ci fer has done through
the years. Our hearts ached as we saw them de scribe
cre ation week and how God put wa ters above the
earth and be low the earth. They said that when God
with drew His Spirit the bal ance of na ture was up set
and the wa ters came down and cre ated the flood. It
was all like some sort of ac ci dent the Lord could n’t
pre vent. Then, what they went on to say shook us to
the depth of our souls. Just so there will be no mis -
takes, we quote them: “How could God say He would
never send an other flood? Was it be cause He just de -
cided that He did n’t want to use wa ter to kill ev ery one
the next time around? No, it was be cause the can opy
of wa ter that fell from the sky when the world’s bal -
ance was dis turbed back in Noah’s day no lon ger is
there. When God’s Spirit is once again to tally with -
drawn from the earth, fire will de stroy it.”

Can you be lieve that? My Bi ble says that there is
noth ing too hard for God. He is the Cre ator. He put the
wa ters there in the first place, and if He wanted wa ter
there again, surely He could put it back up there in a
split sec ond! Bless their hearts.  These oth er wise sane
and sen si ble Bi ble be liev ers don’t re al ize they just di -
min ished God’s ca pac ity.

As you know, God also caused the wa ters deep
down in the earth to burst forth to help cre ate the
flood. (Gen e sis 7:11) Don’t over look the fact that this
was a well-planned pro gram. In Gen e sis 7:4, the Lord
told Noah ex actly when He was go ing to bring the
rain, and for how long: “For yet seven days, and I will
cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty
nights . . . ” Then the Bi ble goes on to ex plain that it all
took place ex actly as, and when, the Lord said! Our
Heav enly Fa ther was in charge then, and He is still in
charge to day!God’s ways are high.

God’s Ways Are High
For nearly 6,000 years Sa tan has come up with al -

most ev ery con ceiv able false hood to lower hu mans’
es ti ma tion of God’s power, love and care for them,
even the lie that “God is dead.” That is about as di min -
ished as you can get, is n’t it? But, one of the most
dan ger ous de cep tions is fool ing some of God’s fin est
chil dren to day. Be fore you ex am ine it, please do an
im por tant Bi ble word study. Isa iah 55:8-9 quotes
God’s ac tual words: “For My thoughts are not your

thoughts, nei ther are your ways My ways, saith the
Lord. For as the heav ens are higher than the earth, so
are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts
than your thoughts.”

In He brew, the word “ways” means “man ners, be -
hav iors, cus toms and ac tions.” The word “thoughts”
means “ide als, pur poses, in ten tions and med i ta tions.” 
Then the word “higher” means “el e vated, ex alted and
purer.” There fore, God is ac tu ally say ing, “For as the
heav ens are higher than the earth, so are My man ners,
be hav iors, cus toms and ac tions more el e vated, ex -
alted and purer than yours and My ide als, pur poses,
in ten tions and med i ta tions than yours.”

Do you re al ize the deep sig nif i cance of what God is
say ing? This hit us like a ton of bricks! Be fore we
make this star tling state ment, let us say that we have
Bib li cal proof to back it up. Here is that state ment that
you, too, might not have ever con sid ered be fore: Your
Heav enly Fa ther is so ex alted, so pure and so el e vated
that He is in re al ity above the Ten Com mand ments He
gave to hu man be ings for hu man be ings! It is a known
fact that the Ten Com mand ments for hu mans are a
tran script of God’s char ac ter, but the mis take most
peo ple make is that God is re stricted to those ten pre -
cepts when He op er ates on that higher, ex alted and
purer plain. That is n’t Bib li cal.

The Apos tle Paul was aware of these facts when he
wrote in 1 Tim o thy 1:9: “Knowing this, that the law is
not made for a righ teous man.” Surely then, the law
was n’t made for God, the Cre ator. God’s own code of
mor als far ex ceeds the ones He gave hu mans.  In Ec -
cle si as tes 5:8,  Sol o mon says God is “higher than the
high est.” HE IS SOV ER EIGN.

God can do any thing and ev ery thing ex cept sin. To
put Him where He can’t work out His sov er eign will is 
100% er ror. Ex am ple: Ex o dus 20:3-17, which lists
those ten hu man com mand ments, can’t pos si bly ap -
ply to God. God can have no other gods be fore Him.
He would n’t make any graven im ages or bow down to
them. He would n’t take His own name in vain. He has
no fa ther and mother to honor. He surely would n’t
com mit adul tery, steal, bear false wit ness against His
neigh bor, nor covet.

When He told hu mans to re mem ber the Sab bath
day to keep it holy, how many days did He say hu mans 
were to work? Sure, six. And then on the sev enth day
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they were to do how much work? Not any! Does that
ap ply to your Heav enly Fa ther? His own Son said no.
In the fifth chap ter of John the Jews tried to kill Him
be cause of His Sab bath ac tiv i ties. In verse 17 you
read: “But Je sus an swered them, My Fa ther worketh
hith erto and I work.” If God were down on the hu man
level, then for more than three hun dred thou sand
weeks God seems to have gone con trary to His own
char ac ter. Think of the di sas ters that would have hap -
pened if God stopped all His work on the Sab bath.
Chaos would be world wide. Prayers would n’t be
heard or an swered and His lov ing pro tec tion would be 
gone. The list could go on and on. As a mat ter of fact,
you and I would n’t even be here.

Mis con cep tions
About God’s Char ac ter

All this has been lead ing up to the false teach ing
that God does not kill be cause the law is the tran script
of His char ac ter, and He would n’t give us a law He
would break. We could stop right here with what we
have seen thus far, and rec og nize that this is an un true
doc trine. It is an other of Sa tan’s at tempts to di min ish
God’s ca pac ity. But be cause some dear chil dren of
God have been caught up in this, we must ex am ine
some cru cial facts. First, look at Deu ter on omy 32:39
where God once again is quoted, “See now that I, even 
I, am He, and there is no god with Me; I kill, and I
make alive; I wound, and I heal; nei ther is there any
that can de liver out of My hand.”

Those folks who be lieve that God does not kill find
this to be a con tra dic tion. When you ex am ine the
word “kill” here and the word “kill” in Ex o dus 20:13
it be comes ap par ent as the nose on your face. In Ex o -
dus 20:13, the word “kill” in its orig i nal He brew
means “Spon ta ne ous pre med i tated mur der with in -
tense an ger.” The word “kill” in Deu ter on omy 32:39
in He brew means “to cause life to cease.” God says
that hu mans have no right to com mit mur der, while
He, as Cre ator, can not only cre ate life but cause life to
cease. It is His pre rog a tive, op tion, de ci sion and de -
ter mi na tion. Af ter all, He is still the Su preme Ruler.

An other mis con cep tion about God’s char ac ter is
cleared up in the book of Ezekiel in the 33rd chap ter
and verse 11. Once again God speaks and says, “As I
live, saith the Lord God, I have no plea sure in the
death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his
way and live.” This un true teach ing that God does not

de stroy tries to im press on the hu man mind that when
God kills He is “a venge ful God, full of an ger and
wrath.” You just read where God hates to see any -
one’s life cease, and the Bi ble says over and over
again that God’s ut most de sire is that all hu mans are
saved. For cen tu ries and cen tu ries Sa tan has tried to
get hu mans to ac cept a false hood by first pre sent ing
an other false con cept that is sup posed to be a fact. He
has done it here in the “God does not kill” con cept by
stat ing as a fact that to kill is to be venge ful. That’s as
wrong as wrong can be. For hu mans to kill is venge -
ful, but God does not work on this lower prem ise, does 
He? In Ephe sians 4:26, we are told to: “Be ye an gry,
and sin not.” Since this is pos si ble for hu mans, does -
n’t it make sense that it would be eas ier for God? Just
for the re cord, the word “wrath” means “an ger,” and
the word “ven geance,” means “ret ri bu tion.” The Bi -
ble says that God is the orig i na tor of the term and
prac tice called “righ teous in dig na tion.” He does n’t
deal in ha tred, re venge, envy or hos til ity known only
to sin ful hu man be ings. Sa tan does an out stand ing job
of di min ish ing God’s su preme power, to tal con trol
and lov ing char ac ter with those who ac cept this de -
cep tion.

Those who teach that Sa tan is the one who does the
ac tual kill ing falsely ra tio nal ize many scrip tures and
omit  a great num ber of solid texts that must be con sid -
ered. By now the truth ought to be ev i dent. For
ex am ple, 2 Sam uel 24:1 says “And again the an ger of
the Lord was kin dled against Is rael, and He moved
Da vid against them to say, Go, num ber Is rael and Ju -
dah.” In 1 Chron i cles 21:1, you read, “And Sa tan
stood up against Is rael, and pro voked Da vid to num -
ber Is rael.” God has used fire, hail stones, light ning,
thun der, snakes, wa ter, dreams, vi sions, lep rosy, ar -
mies, drought, earth quakes and even re pen tant blind
Sam son to name a few. Tell us then, why can’t He use
Sa tan? In that spe cial end-time book, The Great Con -
tro versy, we find this state ment: 

“A sin gle an gel de stroyed all the first-born of the
Egyp tians and filled the land with mourn ing. When
Da vid of fended against God by num ber ing the peo -
ple, one an gel caused that ter ri ble de struc tion by
which his sin was pun ished. The same de struc tive
power ex er cised by holy an gels when God com -
mands, will be ex er cised by evil an gels when He
per mits.” (The Great Con tro versy, p. 614)

Vol. 7, No. 9 - 3 - http://www.smyrna.org



 So then, who is truly re spon si ble for death and de -
struc tion? Ironically, one of the clear and con cise
an swers is found in the very same text these dear
friends quoted in their news let ter to try to sup port
their mis con cep tion. It is Romans 1:18, 24, 26, and
28. It is tragic that they missed the whole point. Verse
18, “For the wrath of God is re vealed from heaven
against all un god li ness and un righ teous ness of men,
who hold the truth in un righ teous ness”; Verse 24,
“Where fore God also gave them up to un clean ness
through the lusts of their own hearts, to dis hon our
their own bod ies be tween them -
selves”: Verse 26, “For this cause
God gave them up unto vile af fec -
tions: for even their women did
change the nat u ral use into that
which is against na ture”; Verse 28,
“And even as they did not like to
re tain God in their knowl edge,
God gave them over to a rep ro bate
mind, to do those things which are
not con ve nient.”

All through the writ ings of the
pro po nents of this doc trinal er ror it 
is stated that death co mes as a re -
sult of hu mans griev ing away the
Spirit of God. They say that, in es -
sence,  hu mans de s t roy
them selves. Yes, hu mans do bring
on their own de mise, but it is still
God who does the de stroy ing. In
those verses that we just quoted the 
most sig nif i cant state ments are
over looked. Look again and you
will read, “GOD also gave them
up”; “GOD gave them up”; “GOD gave them over.”
Any  way you cut it, it is still our Heav enly Fa ther, the
Sov er eign God, who does it all.

In that in com pa ra ble book about the life of our Sav -
iour, The De sire of Ages, the in spired au thor also
un der stood this law Lu ci fer has been per vert ing. On
page 493 you read, “There are Chris tians who think
and speak al to gether too much about the power of Sa -
tan. They think of their ad ver sary, they pray about
him, and he looms up greater and greater in their
imag i na tion. It is true that he is a pow er ful be ing; but
thank God we have a mighty Sav iour Who cast out the 
evil one from Heaven. Sa tan is pleased when we mag -

nify his power. Why not talk of Je sus? Why not mag -
nify His power.”

God is not di min ished, and one day very soon ev -
ery thing He has ever done will be shown to be fair,
just, lov ing and su premely pa tient. As a mat ter of fact, 
God’s own Word says just that.

In the 15th chap ter of Rev e la tion, verses 2-4 you
read: “And I saw as it were a sea of glass min gled with
fire; and them that had got ten the vic tory over the
beast and over his im age, and over his mark, and over

the num ber of his name, stand on
the sea of glass, hav ing the harps of 
God And they sing the song of Mo -
ses the ser vant of God, and the
song of the Lamb, say ing, Great
and mar vel ous are Thy works,
Lord God Al mighty; JUST and
TRUE are Thy WAYS thou King
of saints. Who shall not fear Thee,
O Lord, and glo rify Thy name? for
Thou only art holy; for all na tions
shall come and wor ship be fore
Thee; for Thy JUDG MENTS are
made MAN I FEST.” All of God’s
righ teous acts will be made clear.

Harry Tru man was the 33rd
pres i dent of the United States and
on his desk was a plaque that read,
“The Buck Stops Here.” Our
Heav enly Fa ther says the same
thing and ac cepts full re spon si bil -
ity for all His “strange acts.”
(Isa iah 28:21)

Let’s trust Him and ex alt and el e vate His char ac ter
and ca pac ity in all we do and say.

qqq

(The Stringfellows write from their home in Ten nes -
see.  Bill and Dee have pro duced an ex cel lent set of
video tapes on the three an gels’ mes sages en ti tled
“All in The Name of The Lord.” For in for ma tion on
these tapes you may write to them at: HC 69 Box 817,
Spencer, TN  38585. El der Stringfellow is at the pres -
ent time fac ing the chal lenge of can cer. He and Dee
would greatly ap pre ci ate your prayers for a swift and
com plete re cov ery as the Lord wills.)
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The Higher Education
by Al len Stump

Je sus, the “faith ful and true wit ness,” said, “this is
life eter nal, that they might know thee the only true
God, and Je sus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” (John
17:3) What do these words of Je sus mean? El len G.
White wrote: “The high est ed u ca tion in cludes the
knowl edge of the word of God, and is com pre hended
in the words, ‘That they might know Thee the only
true God, and Je sus Christ, whom Thou has sent.’
John 17:3.” (Coun sels to Par ents, Teachers, and Stu -
dents, p. 45)

The is sue of know ing God is im por tant be cause it
in volves the gos pel. It is not a doc trine that can be
com part men tal ized apart from sal va tion. Why is it
“life eter nal” to have a knowl edge of God and Christ?
Many peo ple ask why  I em pha size the truth about the
na ture of God so much. This study will seek to ex am -
ine the im por tance of the truth about God and an swer
the fol low ing ques tions: Why does it re ally mat ter if
we know the truth about God? What does know ing the 
truth about God do for us? What kind of change does it 
ef fect? How does the knowl edge of God bring that
change into our lives?

The Im por tance of Knowing God

Let us ever re mem ber that “er ror is never harm -
less.” (Tes ti mo nies, vol. 5, p. 292) How ever, Je sus
said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free.” (John 8:32) Truth sets the Chris tian
free from the bond age of sin. Er ror binds one in chains 
of sin which lead to ruin.

While all er ror is harm ful, er ror on foun da tional
truths pro vides Sa tan his greatest op por tu nity to de -
stroy mankind. Know ing foun da tional truths such as
the na ture of the God head pro vides the ba sis for eter -
nal life. This is not just in tel lec tual knowl edge. The
Bi ble in structs us: “Thou be lievest that there is one
God; thou doest well: the dev ils also be lieve, and
trem ble.” (James 2:19) Sa tan knows that the Fa ther is
“the only true God” and that Je sus is His “only be got -
ten Son,” but there ex ists no sweet love in his heart for
God. What we must have is the ex pe ri en tial knowl -
edge that comes from abid ing in Christ. In the book of
Job we find these words: “Ac quaint now thy self with

him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto
thee.” (Job 22:21)

The Apos tle Pe ter says: “Grace and peace be mul ti -
plied unto you through the knowl edge of God, and of
Je sus our Lord, Ac cord ing as his di vine power hath
given unto us all things that per tain unto life and god li -
ness, through the knowl edge of him that hath called us
to glory and vir tue.” (2 Peter 1:2-3) Here Pe ter says that 
“grace and peace” are mul ti plied to us through a
“knowl edge of God, and of Je sus our Lord.” In fact, he is
so bold as to say that “all things that per tain unto life and
god li ness” come through a proper knowl edge of God.

Two Bi ble texts ex pand our com pre hen sion of this
theme. Un der in spi ra tion Jere miah said: “Let him that 
glo ri eth glory in this, that he un der stan deth and
knoweth me, that I am the LORD which ex er cise lov -
ingkind ness, judg ment, and right eous ness, in the
earth: for in these things I de light, saith the LORD.”
(Jere miah 9:24) Writ ing in the New Tes ta ment, Paul
noted, “But God for bid that I should glory, save in the
cross of our Lord Je sus Christ, by whom the world is
cru ci fied unto me, and I unto the world.” (Galatians
6:14)

Jere miah says the one thing we can glory in comes
from know ing God, es pe cially in re la tion ship to His
char ac ter. Paul writes that he could glory only in the
cross. To gether these texts help us to see that the gos -
pel is based on our know ing God and that the cross is
the cen tral fo cus rev eal ing the true na ture of God to
us. If we do not un der stand the na ture of the sac ri fice
that God made in giv ing up Je sus to die the death of
the cross, then we have missed the heart of the gos pel,
the only thing in which Paul could glory.

God’s Great Love
Why is it “life eter nal” to know the truth about God

and why does know ing the truth set us free from sin?
First we want to set the rec ord straight. This is not a di -
vine fiat of God. He is not ca pri cious nor does He
make de crees on whims or im pulse. God al ways
works out of prin ci ple. God is logi cal. He can give a
rea son for eve ry thing that He does, even that which
seems most il logi cal to us, the send ing of His only be -
got ten Son to die for man. The logic and prin ci ple are
founded in His great love for us.

How much does God really love you? Of course we
all know the words of John 3:16, but have we thought
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of what Je sus said in John 17:23?  “I in them, and thou
in me, that they may be made per fect in one; and that
the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast
loved them, as thou hast loved me.” Je sus ac knowl -
edges that God loves us as He loves Je sus! This is
per haps one of the most dif fi cult state ments of Scrip -
ture to be lieve. I can un der stand how God could love
Je sus: He al ways did the right things and al ways
wanted to please His Fa ther. (See John 8:29.)

We all know how easy it is to love sweet, kind, neat,
po lite, and re spect ful chil dren and how hard it is to
love harsh, rude, dirty, im po lite, and dis re spect ful
chil dren. God’s love to us is so great that “while we
were yet sin ners, Christ died for us.”  (Ro mans 5:8) In
other words, while we were harsh, rude, dirty, im po -
lite, and dis re spect ful chil dren to the point we would
pull God from His throne and kill Him if we could, He
still loves us as He loves the sweet, kind, neat, po lite,
and al ways re spect ful Je sus!

An Im por tant Prin ci ple
There is an old say ing, “By be hold ing we be come

changed.” While this is not a di rect Bi ble quote, it is
based on 2 Cor in thi ans 3:18 which says: “But we all,
with open face be hold ing as in a glass the glory of the
Lord, are changed into the same im age from glory to
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” In other
words, we be come changed into what ever we be hold.
If we look at sweet lovely things, we will be come
sweet and lovely. If we be hold nasty, abomi na ble
things, that is the way we be come. This is why God
coun sels us that “what so ever things are true, what so -
ever things are hon est, what so ever things are just,
what so ever things are pure, what so ever things are
lovely, what so ever things are of good re port; if there
be any vir tue, and if there be any praise, think on these
things.” (Philip pi ans 4:8)

“Doc trine” is sim ply Bi ble teach ing about God.
Eve ry thing in the Bi ble is there for a rea son, and that
rea son is to teach us some thing about God’s char ac ter.  
Our doc trine re flects our un der stand ing of God and
His char ac ter.  Based on the prin ci ple of  2 Cor in thi ans 
3:18, we will be come like the God we adore, wor ship,
and ven er ate. 

False views dis tort the char ac ter and na ture of God.
For in stance, if I be lieve in an ever- burning, eter nal
hell, I may look upon God as un fair and un just, I may

per ceive God as cruel, re venge ful, and cold- hearted.
If I be lieve in pre des ti na tion, then we may view God
as whim si cal, fickle, or ca pri cious. I may have a dif fi -
cult time re al iz ing that God val ues me as a per son. I
may not be able to see that for just one soul, Christ
would have died. The false view of the God head will
pre vent me from see ing God’s love to me per son ally
in giv ing of His only be got ten Son. These, and all
other false con cepts of God lead to a mis un der stand -
ing of His love.

Cor rect views about God will lead me to love and
ap pre ci ate Him and de sire to be come like Him in
char ac ter. Know ing the truth about hell helps me to re -
al ize that while God is just, He is also mer ci ful.
Know ing that I have free will helps me to see that my
God val ues me as an in di vid ual per son. Know ing the
truth about God helps me to see God’s love in giv ing
His only be got ten Son to die for my sins. As some one
once said, “From cover to cover the Bi ble is a reve la -
tion of the Fa ther’s love.”

Our love to God will be in di rect pro por tion to our
un der stand ing of His love. 1 John 4:19 says: “We love 
him, be cause he first loved us.” His love  was dem on -
strated to us in Je sus. “But God com men deth [or
dem on strated ]his love to ward us, in that, while we
were yet sin ners, Christ died for us. (Ro mans 5:8) “In
this was mani fested the love of God to ward us, be -
cause that God sent his only be got ten Son into the
world, that we might live through him. (1 John  4:9)
“Hereby per ceive we the love of God, be cause he laid
down his life for us.” (1 John 3:16)

 The value of the Sac ri fice tells us some thing not
only of the na ture of the bro ken law, but of the value
that God placed upon those that were to be re deemed.
“Fo ras much as ye know that ye were not re deemed
with cor rupti ble things, as sil ver and gold, from your
vain con ver sa tion re ceived by tra di tion from your fa -
thers; But with the pre cious blood of Christ, as of a
lamb with out blem ish and with out spot.” (1 Pe ter
1:18- 19)

God’s Ul ti mate De sire
God’s ul ti mate de sire for us is to be come like Him

in char ac ter. We are to be come “per fect, even as our
Fa ther in heaven is per fect” and be come a par taker of
the “di vine na ture.” (Mat thew 5:48; 2 Pe ter 1:4)
When Je sus re turns it will be for a church (His peo ple) 
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that is with out spot or wrin kle. (Ephe sians 5:27) This
char ac ter co mes from know ing and ap pre ci at ing
God. 

God’s Char ac ter of
Love Mani fested in Giv ing

God’s love is re vealed in the Bi ble through the giv -
ing of His only be got ten Son. Few texts speak to the
heart as does John 3:16. “God so loved  . . .  that he
gave.” True love is mani fested in giv ing. God gave,
not lent, His only be got ten Son to humanity. Je sus
will for eter nity have hu man flesh and carry the nail
scars in His hands.

Cal vary teaches us that true love is un sel fish and is
mani fested in giving. The op po site of love is not hate,
but rather self ish ness! God’s truth leads to sanc ti fi ca -
tion or ho li ness be cause He is holy and longs for a
happy, holy peo ple. There fore, God al lows us to learn
to give so as to be come like Him in char ac ter.

It has been well writ ten: “Con tin ual giv ing starves
cov et ous ness to death.” (Tes ti mo nies, vol. 3, p. 348)
While the con text of the tes ti mony is fi nan cial giv ing,
there is a prin ci ple to be un der stood: giv ing not only
money, but giv ing in gen eral, has at its heart the
concept of do ing and pro vid ing for oth ers in stead of
one self. Truly the love of Christ will con strain us as
noth ing else can. (See 2 Cor in thi ans 5:14.)

This love has led count less Chris tians to mar tyr -
dom. This love is the only mo ti va tion to truly serve
and love God as He is wor thy of be ing wor shiped and
loved. This is prac ti cal god li ness. This is the mo ti va -
tion for all of the Chris tian life, to live for Him who
died for me.

“In or der to be come like Him [God] and to re veal
His char ac ter, we must know Him aright. We must
know Him as He reveals Himself.

“A knowl edge of God is the foun da tion of all true
ed u ca tion and of all true ser vice. It is the only real
safe guard against temp ta tion. It is this alone that can
make us like God in char ac ter.(The Min is try of
Healing, p. 409) 

“This knowl edge is the es sen tial prep a ra tion both
for this life and for the life to come.”  (Ibid.) qqq
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Camp Meet ing Up date
Dur ing the month of Sep tem ber there will be sev -

eral week end meet ings with Brother Da vid Clay ton as 
the spe cial speaker. Brother Clay ton and part of his
fam ily will be vis it ing from their home in Ja maica.
Some sched uled ar eas al ready in clude the fol low ing
places and dates:

The East Tennessee Church (423) 623-0113 . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 5

The Arizona Camp Meeting (520) 442-9868 . . . . . . . Sept. 9-12

The Cincinnati Church (513) 648-9428 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 19

The Newark, Ohio Church (740) 763-2242 . . . . . . . . . . Sept.  23

The Smyrna Chapel in WV (304) 732-9204 . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 26

The New Burnside Church in IL (618) 996-3596. . . . . . . . Oct. 3

There will also be time for meet ings in the mid dle
of the week at other lo ca tions yet to be sched uled.
Brother Randall Mer cer will be es cort ing Da vid to the 
various meet ings. You may call Brother Mer cer for
de tails at (618) 996-3596.

Wed ding An nounce ment
Smyrna Gos pel Min is tries wishes to join George

and Es ther McDainel in announcing the en gage ment
and forth com ing mar riage of their daugh ter Kendra
Jan elle to the as sis tant ed i tor of Old Paths, Lynnford
Beachy. The wed ding will be held No vem ber 29,
1998 in Me rid ian, Mis sis sippi. Lynnford and Kendra
will be mak ing their home
in West Vir ginia af ter
their wed ding. We
wish God’s rich -
est  bless  ings
upon them that
this un ion will
be a bless ing for
both of them,
and also a bless -
ing for all those
whom they come
in con tact with.
They will ap pre ci ate
your prayers. 

   Lynnford & Kendra



When The Clock
Struck Ten

A cup of wa ter is not much in it -
self but can be as large as the mighty ocean to a

man dy ing of thirst. A few can dles can only pro -
duce a small amount of light for a very short time, but
with a few pieces of fire-wood they were to one man a
mat ter of life or death.

Be fore the New Eng land area found elec tric ity
com ing into its area, a cer tain pre cious mother and
wife was dy ing. John had spent prac ti cally all of his
time be side her bed. Too much time, it be came ap par -
ent, when his daugh ter gave her alarm ing,
be fore-breakfast an nounce ment.

“Daddy, we don’t have enough wood to last through 
to day and to night. All we’ve got for can dles are these
three half-burned ones. How will we keep Mamma
warm?”

“Yea, Pop,” Lit tle John added, “how’ll we be able
to see to take care of her?”

With out re ply ing, he sat at his crude wooden din -
ning ta ble think ing about how he had lost his en tire
sav ings -the money he had set aside so that he would -
n’t have to work while his wife was dy ing—as well as
what lit tle he had in his check ing ac count. He had al -
ways trusted his next door neigh bor ex plic itly. So
much of a friend was he that John did not even give it a 
sec ond thought when he asked him to co-sign a note at 
the bank with him. He re mem bered that stag ger ing
state ment of the banker, “John, I’m sorry, we’ll have
to take your funds to pay off the note.”

The self-pity van ished the mo ment he heard his
wife give out one of those pain ful coughs that were
com ing more and more fre quently.

John rose from the ta ble, smiled at his two be wil -
dered and heavily bur dened chil dren, pat ted each of
them on top of their head, and made his way slowly
into his bed room.

Just as John knelt down on the old rug his wife had
made for him so he could have some thing warm to
stand on when he got up in the morn ing to heat the
house, the clock softly sounded ten notes.

“Lord God in heaven,” John
said with tears mak ing their way
down his cheeks, you know what I’m
faced with right now. My dear wife’s
sick and soon to die. My kids need the
warmth of the fire place, too. The wood’s al -
most com pletely gone and there are only three
lit tle pieces of can dles left. We do have a meal or two
left in the cup board. I’m thank ful for what we do have, 
Lord, and I’m not com plain ing about the sit u a tion.
‘Cause it’s my own do ings or lack of do ings that’s the
cause of it all. Please help me now to at least get these
things we need so badly. Please help me to get them
to day.”

John re mained on his knees af ter fin ish ing pray ing.
He was try ing to think of where he could get some
work for just that day. His mind pic tured farmer af ter
farmer and store af ter store. He thought of the mill,
too. He be lieved that God would get the wood and
can dles for him by show ing him where to work.

All that day he trudged through the few inches of
snow that had gently fallen the night be fore. He went
to ev ery farmer he could find, walk ing miles be tween
farm houses. But to no avail. All of them had more
hands than they could use dur ing the slack of win ter.

The stores did not need any help, even for one day’s
hard la bor. Each and ev ery place he went seek ing
help, he found sym pa thy but not work. John never
told any of the peo ple that he was com pletely broke.
He just could not seem to bring him self to ask for
wood or can dles when he had no way of pay ing them
back. Maybe his pride also had a lit tle to do with his
not let ting any one know that he was pen ni less.

When all hope seemed to be gone, John turned back
to wards home. He dreaded des per ately tell ing the
kids that he had failed. With his heart al ready
half-broken with the bur den of see ing his pre cious
wife get ting worse and worse with each pass ing day,
he just did not know how he would face those trust ing
eyes of his in no cent chil dren. But he had to go home.

It looked like there was still more than an hour or an
hour and a half of sun light left in the skies as he made
his way up the nar row path. Lit tle John must have
shov eled off the snow out to the front gate. His heavy
heart ached as he got closer and closer to the gate. He
was un able to hold up his head as he swung open the
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old, rusty and noisy gate that sig naled to his son and
daugh ter that he had ar rived.

When Lit tle John darted out of the house, John
looked up, hat ing to have to break the bad news to the
en er getic and en thu si as tic lad. And as he looked up to
face his son, he was dumb founded to see that right in
front of the porch was a huge pile of wood!

John was clap ping his hands for joy as he shouted,
“Pa, we’ve got the wood.”

“And a big pack age of can dles, too,” his daugh ter
ex claimed, jump ing off the porch and run ning to -
wards her dad.

Speech less and stunned, he just looked at the clean
short logs stacked so neatly in a large pile. Finally, he
was able to mus ter enough strength to ask, “Children,
where did this come from?”

Be fore ei ther of them could an swer, he said, “This’s 
a mis take. Some body’s made a big mis take.”

“Oh, no, Pa,” John said con fi dently, “no body made
a mis take. A man came to the house and knocked on
the front door with the han dle of his whip. When I
opened it, he asked if you lived here. I told him that
you sure did. Then he said, ‘Here are some can dles,
and I’ve got a load of wood for him, too.’

“I asked him if you had sent them and he told me
that he did n’t think you knew any thing about it. When
I asked him who did send it, he said, ‘Oh, I can’t tell.
But you tell your pa that they’re a gift.’

Af ter go ing into the house to check on his wife, he
asked both of the lit tle ones if they had ever seen the
man be fore. Nei ther of them rec og nized him. All dur -
ing their mea ger meal, the be wil dered fa ther did not
say more than two or three words. He just could not
fig ure out who had sent the sup plies they needed so
badly. He re called all his words to the peo ple he asked
for work. He had not said any thing to any of them of
their des per a tion.

“Lit tle John, you and your sis ter, please clean off
the ta ble and wash the dishes. I’m go ing to go back
into town and see if I can find out who sent us the
wood and can dles. Look af ter your Mom, Okay?”

“Okay,” they said in uni son.

As John reached the door, he stopped, turned, and
said, “You know, I never asked you what kind of a
wagon the man had.”

“It was a big one, Pa,” Lit tle John said, de scrib ing
ev ery thing about it as a young boy would.

John knew right then and there whose wagon it was. 
“Son, that sounds like old Mr. Graff’s wagon. There’s
not an other one like it any where around here.”

“But, Pa,” his daugh ter said. “Mr. Graff makes and
sells li quor!”

“Be sides that,” John said, “he does n’t like you, does 
he Pa?”

“Well,” the fa ther an swered, “you know that I’ve
been speak ing to church groups and town hall meet -
ings about the dan gers of al co hol, don’t you?”

Both chil dren nod ded in agree ment.

“Since Mr. Graff makes the stuff, and since he sells
quite a great deal of it to lots of folks all over the
county, he would go out of busi ness if ev ery one paid
at ten tion to the Tem per ance So ci ety and quit drink ing
li quor.”

“So he does n’t like you ‘cause you could cause him
to lose lots of money,” John said.

“Yes, Son, I guess he hates me quite a lot. I’ve spo -
ken to him ev ery time I’ve seen him so he’d know that
I’ve got no ill feel ings to wards him per son ally, but he
won’t even look at me, much less speak. You two
watch af ter Momma. I won’t be gone long.”

It was some what of a sur prise when Mr. Graff
looked up and nod ded when John en tered his of fice in
the rear of the dis till ery. For the first time in a long
time, there did not seem to be any ten sion be tween the
two of them.

“Mr. Graff,” John said, “I want to ask you if you
sent a load of wood and some can dles out to my house
to day.”

Be fore I an swer,” Graff said, “Tell me if they were
needed or not.”
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“Oh they were needed, all right, they were surely
needed,” John re plied, try ing to hold back the tears.
“Did you send them?”

“Yes I did,” he an swered as he pulled up a chair for
John to sit in. “And I want to tell you why I sent those
things. This morn ing as I was busy at work a  voice
seemed to say to me, ‘Send John the tem per ance man
some wood.’ I could n’t fig ure out that one, for sure, so 
I laughed at such a ri dic u lous thought and kept on
work ing.

“A few min utes later, I got an im pres sion that you
needed wood badly. This im pres sion cre ated some
real mixed emo tions within me. First, I won dered if I
was los ing my mind by hear ing things. And then, sec -
ond, I thought that the last per son in the world I’d send 
wood to would be you.

“Over and over, the im pres sion came to me. Each
time I got more and more trou bled. You know, John,
you and I were raised in the church where we heard
about such things hap pen ing to Chris tian peo ple. This
per plexed me more than words can de scribe. I tried to
make my self be lieve that this was a mere fan tasy of my
mind. I even con vinced my self that I had been work ing
too hard and would take off some later in the year.

“More and more, the voice came to me im press ing
me to send some wood out to your place. It be came an
ur gent sen sa tion that I do this. So, in or der to have
peace and some san ity, I or dered my worker to take a
load of the best cord-wood out to your place. “Then, I
had no lon ger done this fool ish thing be fore a voice
told me to ‘send a pack age of can dles, too!’ This was
too much. I knew that I was def i nitely not go ing to
give in to this ex traor di nary im pulse. With no one
around, I said out loud, ‘This is too ab surd. I’m not go -
ing to grat ify this whim!’

“But, John, as you sus pect by now, I grew so
self-tormented and dis tressed that I handed the driver
a large pack age of the big, round can dles that we use
here.”

John was on edge of his seat as Mr. Graff con tin ued. 
“John, I want you to know that I’ve been tor mented
even worse since I did this. I have n’t been able to get it 
off my mind. When the driver came and said that there 
were only the kids out at your place when he dropped
off the wood and gave the can dles to a lit tle boy, I be -

gan to won der if maybe I was be gin ning to have some
freaks of in san ity. But then, that im pres sion was so
strong, so un ex pected, and so sol emn and pow er ful that
ever since I sent those things out to your place, I have
also felt that it might re ally be su per nat u ral.”

John stood to his feet, walked around the desk and
looked down into the baf fled eyes of his old friend.
Let me tell you some thing that’ll prove to you that you 
were n’t los ing your mind. You see, this morn ing my
daugh ter came to me and told me that we were out of
wood and can dles. I have n’t told any one about this,
but not only is my wife dy ing, but we lost ev ery cent
we had when the bank fore closed on the note I signed
with my neigh bor farmer friend.”

“That’s too bad,” Graff said, “I had no idea.”

“Well,” John con tin ued, “when I re al ized that I had
been spend ing so much time car ing for my wife at her
bed side that I had ne glected to pro vide enough food,
wood, and can dles for my fam ily, I had to act quickly.
So, I went into my bed room this morn ing all by my -
self and asked God to help me get the wood and
can dles. We had some food on hand, not much, but
enough to last a few days. And when I left the house
af ter pray ing like that, I felt that God was go ing to
give me the wood and can dles by giv ing me work to
do to day. So, my friend, when you got the im pres sion
to send those things out to my house, not know ing
any thing about my sit u a tion, it was in deed su per nat u -
ral. It was the do ings of ‘Him who is won der ful in
work ing.’ ”

The dis tiller stood to his feet, reached over and
grasped John’s hand, not in the way of say ing good -
bye, but held it. “Now, John, we both know what has
hap pened. I’m dy ing in side to know what time it was
when you went into your room to pray. You see, it was
shortly af ter ten o’clock when I first heard the voice in
your be half.”

“Graff,” John said, giv ing his hand an even firmer
hold, “just as I knelt down on the rug be side my bed,
the clock struck ten times.” qqq

(This story was re printed from the book, The Hand
That Still In ter venes, W. A. Spicer and Helen Spicer
Menkel © 1982 by Con cerned Pub li ca tions. Per mis sion 
to re print this ar ti cle was gra ciously granted by the pub -
lish ers.)
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Christ Our Righ teous ness
The Vic tory of Faith 

1. How are the just to live? Romans 1:17

Be fore con tin u ing, please read 2 Chron i cles 20:1-24

2. Whose God did Jehoshaphat claim Je ho vah was?
2 Chron i cles. 20:6, 7 (See Note 1)

3. What Scrip tural re quire ment did the king meet? He -
brews 11:6

4. Whom were the eyes of Is rael upon? 2 Chron i cles
20:12

5. Does God re quire help in sav ing man? 2 Chron i cles
14:11

6. Why do the eyes of the LORD run to and fro through -
out the whole earth? 2 Chron i cles 16:9

7. The Prayer of Jehoshaphat was in con for mity to what
ap os tolic in junc tion? He brews 12:2

8. Ac cord ing to the prophet Jahaziel, to whom did the
bat tle be long? 2 Chron i cles 20:15

9. Af ter the com mand to go forth in the morn ing,what
were the chil dren of Is rael to see? 2 Chron i cles 20:17

10. What did Jehoshaphat do af ter ad mon ish ing the
peo ple to be lieve in the LORD? 2 Chron i cles 20:21

11. When the sing ers be gan to sing, what did the LORD
do? 2 Chron i cles 20:22

12. What is the vic tory that over comes the world? 1 John 
5:4 (See Note 2)

13. Why were these things writ ten? Romans 15:4

Notes:

1. “That was an ex cel lent be gin ning of a prayer. It starts
with a rec og ni tion of God in heaven. So the model
prayer be gins, ‘Our Fa ther who art in heaven.’ What
does this sig nify? — That God, as God in heaven, is
Cre ator. It car ries with it the rec og ni tion of His power
over all the king doms of the world and of the pow ers of
dark ness; the fact that He is in heaven, the Cre ator,
show that in His hand there is power and might, so that
none is able to with stand Him.” (Christ Our Righ teous -
ness, p. 83) 

2. “Let us now ap ply this il lus tra tion in a case of con flict
against sin. Here co mes a strong temp ta tion to do a
thing known to be wrong. We have of ten proved to our
sor row the strength of the temp ta tion, be cause it has
van quished us, so that we know that we have no might
against it. But now our eyes are upon the Lord, who has
told us to come with bold ness to the throne of grace, that
we may ob tain mercy and find grace to help in time of
need. So we be gin to pray to God for help. And we pray
to the God that is re vealed to us in the Bi ble as the Cre -
ator of heaven and earth. We be gin, not with a mourn ful
state ment of our weak ness, but with a joy ful ac knowl -
edg ment of God’s mighty power. That be ing set tled, we
can ven ture to state our dif fi culty and our weak ness. If
we state our weak ness first, and our dis cour ag ing sit u a -
tion, we are plac ing our selves be fore God. In that case,
Sa tan will mag nify the dif fi culty and throw his dark ness 
around us so that we can see noth ing else but our weak -
ness; and so, al though our cries and plead ing may be
fer vent and ag o niz ing, they will be in vain be cause they
will lack the es sen tial el e ment of be liev ing that God is,
and that He is all that He has re vealed Him self to be.
But when we start with a rec og ni tion of God’s power,
then we can safely state our weak ness, for then we are
sim ply plac ing our weak ness by the side of His power,
and the con trast tends to be get cour age.

“Then, as we pray, the prom ise of God co mes to our
mind, brought there by the Holy Spirit. It may be that
we can think of no spe cial prom ise that ex actly fits the
case; but we can re mem ber that ‘this is a faith ful say ing,
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and wor thy of all ac cep ta tion, that Christ came into the
world to save sin ners’ (1 Tim. 1:15); and that He ‘gave
him self for our sins, that he might de liver us from this
pres ent world, ac cord ing to the will of God and our Fa -
ther’ (Gal. 1:4); and we may know that this car ried with
it ev ery prom ise, for ‘He that spared not his own Son,
but de liv ered him up for us all, how shall he not with
him also freely give us all things?’ Rom. 8:32.

“Then we re mem ber that God can speak of those things
that are not as though they were. That is, if God gives a
prom ise, it is as good as ful filled al ready. And so, know -
ing that our de liv er ance from evil is ac cord ing to the will 
of God (Gal. 1:4), we count the vic tory as al ready ours,
and be gin to thank God for His ‘ex ceed ing great and
pre cious prom ises.’ As our faith grasps these prom ises
and makes them real, we can not help prais ing God for
His won der ful love; and while we are do ing this, our
minds are wholly taken from evil, and the vic tory is
ours. The Lord sets ambushments against the en emy.
Our as crip tion of praise shows to Sa tan that we have ob -

tained re in force ments; and, as he has tested the power
of the help that is granted to us, he knows that he can do
noth ing on that oc ca sion, and so he leaves us. This il lus -
trates the force of the apos tle’s in junc tion:— “‘Be
care ful for noth ing [that is, do not worry about any -
thing]; but in ev ery thing by prayer and sup pli ca tion
with thanksgiving let your re quests be made known
unto God.’ Phil. 4:6.” (Christ Our Righ teous ness, pp.
86-88)
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