
Old Paths
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls.  Jere miah 6:16

The se cret of the LORD is with them that
fear  Him; and  He  will  show  them  His
cove nant. Psalm 25:14
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“The Holy Spirit Of God”
Je sus said, “If ye love me, keep my com mand -

ments. And I will pray the Fa ther, and he shall give
you an other Com forter, that he may abide with you
for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world can -
not re ceive, be cause it seeth him not, nei ther knoweth
him: but ye know him; for he dwel leth with you, and
shall be in you.” (John 14:15- 17) Je sus said very
plainly that He would send an other Com forter to
com fort His peo ple af ter His de par ture.

Let’s first take a look at a dif fer ent verse that uses
the word an other. “And the Spirit of the LORD will
come upon thee, and thou shalt proph esy with them,
and shalt be turned into an other man. … And it was
so, that when he had turned his back to go from Sam -
uel, God gave him an other heart: and all those signs
came to pass that day.” (1 Sam uel 10:6, 9) Saul be -
came an other man, yet physi cally he was the same
per son. His ex pe ri ence made him an other man.

Je sus did not fin ish the con ver sa tion with verse sev -
en teen. In the very next verse He clearly ex plains: “I
will not leave you com fort less: I will come to you.”
(John 14:18) Je sus said that He would come to His
dis ci ples as an other Com forter. This is quite ap pro -
pri ate since the Bi ble plainly tells us who the
Com forter is. The Greek word παρακ λε τος (parak -
le tos), trans lated “Com forter,” is used five times in
the Bi ble. Four times the word is trans lated “Com -
forter” and the other time it is trans lated “Ad vo cate.”
Here the Bi ble clearly states WHO the Com forter is.
“My lit tle chil dren, these things write I unto you, that
ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an ad vo cate
[parak le tos = Com forter] with the Fa ther, Je sus Christ 
the right eous.” (1 John 2:1) God has plainly re vealed
that Je sus Christ is our Com forter.

The Lord is that Spirit
Wait a minute, does not the Bi ble say that the Com -

forter is the Holy Spirit? (John 14:26) It most
cer tainly does. Who is the Holy Spirit? In spi ra tion de -
clares: “Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is lib erty.” (2 Cor in thi ans
3:17) The Lord is that Spirit, yet who is the Lord?
“But to us there is but one God, the Fa ther, of whom
are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Je sus
Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.”
(1 Cor in thi ans 8:6) This could be ex pressed in the
form of mathe mati cal equa tions as: 

Je sus Christ = the Lord 
The Lord = That Spirit

There fore: Je sus Christ = That Spirit

Ephe si ans 4:4 fur ther states: “There is one body,
and one Spirit.” There is only one Spirit, and the Bi ble
tells us that that Spirit is our Lord Je sus Christ, or
more spe cifi cally the Spirit of our Lord Je sus Christ,
which He re ceived from His Fa ther. “And be cause ye
are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into
your hearts, cry ing, Abba, Fa ther.” (Ga la tians 4:6)

What ex actly is a Spirit? Ac cord ing to the Strong’s
Con cor dance, along with many other Greek Dic tion -
ar ies, a spirit is a “mind.” When God sent forth the
Spirit of His Son into our hearts, He was send ing the
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mind, or think ing of His Son into our hearts. God asks
us to “Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Je sus.” (Philip pi ans 2:5) The mind, or Spirit,
that Christ had was the Spirit of His Fa ther. “For he
whom God hath sent spea keth the words of God: for
God giv eth not the Spirit by meas ure unto him.” (John 
3:34) Let us ex am ine what the Bi ble says about a
spirit.

The Bib li cal Con cept of “Spirit”
“And im me di ately when Je sus per ceived in his

spirit that they so rea soned within them selves, he said
unto them, Why rea son ye these things in your
hearts?” (Mark 2:8) Je sus per ceived [Greek: επιγ −
ινωσκω - epigi no sko “to know, that is to un der stand”] 
in His Spirit. The Spirit of Je sus is where He knew and 
un der stood things. The Spirit of Je sus is the mind of
Je sus.

“And the Spirit [He brew: j^Wr -  ru wach #7307 in
Strong’s Con cor dance] of the LORD fell upon me, and
said unto me, Speak; Thus saith the LORD; Thus have
ye said, O house of Is rael: for I know the things that
come into your mind [ru wach], every one of them.”
(Eze kiel 11:5) In this verse ruwach was trans lated
“spirit” in one place, and “mind” in an other. Clearly
you can see that the spirit of an in di vid ual is the mind
or think ing of that in di vid ual. (See also Isaiah 40:13,
Ro mans 11:34)

“To whom hast thou ut tered words? and whose
spirit came from thee?” (Job 26:4) When we ut ter
words, we are re veal ing whose spirit we have. We ei -
ther have the spirit of the world, or the spirit of God,
which is Holy Spirit. “And grieve not the holy Spirit
of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of re -
demp tion.” (Ephe si ans 4:30)

Some peo ple main tain that “the Holy Spirit,” and
“the Spirit of God” are two dif fer ent things. As you
can see from the pre ced ing verse, this is not the case.
The Bi ble speaks of “The Holy Spirit of God.” God
the Fa ther has a Spirit. “For it is not ye that speak, but
the Spirit of your Fa ther which spea keth in you.”
(Mat thew 10:20) Je sus Christ has a Spirit. “For I
know that this shall turn to my sal va tion through your
prayer, and the sup ply of the Spirit of Je sus Christ.”
(Philip pi ans 1:19) Does the Holy Spirit have a Spirit?
Some say yes, while oth ers say no. What saith the
Scrip tures? “The Holy Spirit of God.” (Ephe si ans

4:30) The Bi ble no where men tions “the Spirit of the
Holy Spirit.” Why is that? Could it be that the Holy
Spirit is the Spirit of God the Fa ther and His only be -
got ten Son? As the Scrip tures plainly state, the Fa ther
has a Spirit and His Son has a Spirit, yet there is “one
Spirit.” Evi dently the Fa ther and His Son share the
same Spirit while they are two sepa rate in di vidu als.
This is true be cause they think alike; they have a kin -
dred spirit.

The Fa ther anointed His Son with His own Spirit.
There fore, they have the same Spirit. “Thou hast
loved right eous ness, and hated in iq uity; there fore
God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of
glad ness above thy fel lows.” (He brews 1:9) “For he
whom God hath sent spea keth the words of God: for
God giv eth not the Spirit by meas ure unto him.” (John 
3:34) As is plainly shown, the Fa ther and the Son
share a Spirit. What type of Spirit do they share?
Surely, it is a Holy Spirit. The Bi ble men tions sev eral
dif fer ent types of Spirit. We read about “foul spirit,”
“evil spirit,” “un clean spirit,” “dumb spirit,” “ex cel -
lent spirit,” “hum ble spirit,” “wounded spirit,”
“bro ken spirit,” “haughty spirit,” “faith ful spirit,”
“good spirit.” All these spir its are dis tin guish able by
the ad jec tive that de scribes them. We know that God
the Fa ther has a Spirit, and can that Spirit be any thing
else or any thing less than Holy? The word “Holy” is
an ad jec tive in every case, whether in Eng lish or in
Greek. “Holy Spirit” is not a name, but a de scrip tion
of the Spirit of God. We know that God the Fa ther has
a proper name, which is “YHWH,” oth er wise known
as “Yah weh” or “Je ho vah,” and His only be got ten
Son has a proper name, which is “Yahshua,” or “Je -
sus.” May I ask, what is the name of the Holy Spirit?

Our Com forter
Time and space for bid go ing into more de tail, but

the real is sue is “who is our Com forter?” The Bi ble
says our Com forter is Je sus Christ, who is able to
com fort us in all our temp ta tions be cause He was
tempted just like us. “For in that he him self hath suf -
fered be ing tempted, he is able to suc cour [or help]
them that are tempted.” (He brews 2:18) It is “Christ in 
you, the hope of glory.” (Co los sians 1:27) “Greater is
he that is in you, than he that is in the world.” (1 John
4:4) Be cause Je sus has suf fered be ing tempted, and
comes to us in a dif fer ent way than He ever did be fore, 
He can truly be called, “an other Com forter.” Je sus
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said, “I will not leave you com fort less, I will come to
you.”

The Holy Spirit was to come and con vict the world
of sin. “And when he is come, he will re prove the
world of sin, and of right eous ness, and of judg ment.”
(John 16:8) “Unto you first God, hav ing raised up his
Son Je sus, sent him to bless you, in turn ing away
every one of you from his in iq ui ties.” (Acts 3:26) It is
Je sus, af ter His res ur rec tion, who comes to us to turn
us from sin. Would you rather have a Com forter who
knows what you are go ing through be cause He has
been there Him self, or one who can not em pa thize
with you?

Some may im me di ately say, “Je sus called the Com -
forter ‘he,’ there fore he must be some one else.” It was
not un com mon in Christ’s day to speak of your self in
the third per son. You find this style of writ ing
through out the New Tes ta ment. “Then an swered Je -
sus and said unto them, Ver ily, ver ily, I say unto you,
The Son can do noth ing of him self, but what he seeth
the Fa ther do: for what things so ever he do eth, these
also do eth the Son like wise. For the Fa ther loveth the
Son, and sheweth him all things that him self do eth:
and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye
may mar vel. For as the Fa ther raiseth up the dead, and
quicke neth them; even so the Son quicke neth whom
he will. For the Fa ther judg eth no man, but hath com -
mit ted all judg ment unto the Son.” (John 5:19- 22)
Je sus spoke of Him self in the third per son.

Epis tle Salu ta tions 
Fif teen out of the twenty- seven books of the New

Tes ta ment start out with a greet ing simi lar to this one.
“Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the
Fa ther, and from the Lord Je sus Christ, the Son of the
Fa ther, in truth and love.” (2 John 3) Out of all these
greet ings, none of them men tion a third be ing. Just
two are men tioned, the Fa ther and His Son. Surely if
there were a third be ing who is to be equally wor -
shipped and adored, the writ ers of the New Tes ta ment
would have in cluded him in these greet ings, but alas,
there is not one to be found.

John ex plains to us with whom we are to have fel -
low ship. He says, “That which we have seen and
heard de clare we unto you, that ye also may have fel -
low ship with us: and truly our fel low ship is with the
Fa ther, and with his Son Je sus Christ.” (1 John 1:3)

Surely if John were ac quainted with a third God, he
would want us to have fel low ship with him as well,
but there is no men tion of an other be ing. John fur ther
states, “Who so ever trans gresseth, and abi deth not in
the doc trine of Christ, hath not God. He that abi deth in 
the doc trine of Christ, he hath both the Fa ther and the
Son.” (2 John 9) “Both” means two, and only two.
This agrees with Zechariah. “And speak unto him,
say ing, Thus spea keth the LORD of hosts, say ing, Be -
hold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he
shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the
tem ple of the LORD: Even he shall build the tem ple of
the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and
rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his
throne: and the coun sel of peace shall be be tween
them both.” (Zechariah 6:12, 13)

Rea son ing with the Jews, Je sus said, “It is also writ -
ten in your law, that the tes ti mony of two men is true. I
am one that bear wit ness of my self, and the Fa ther that 
sent me beareth wit ness of me.” (John 8:17, 18) If an
additional be ing could tes tify in His be half, Je sus 
would not have hesi tated to men tion him here.

Paul declared, “I charge thee before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels.” (1 Timothy
5:21) Paul called the heavenly agencies to witness this 
charge given to Timothy. Notice who Paul called as a
witness for him. God the Fa ther and the Lord Jesus
Christ are naturally the first ones to be mentioned, but
Paul did not stop here. He called all the angels of God
to be his witnesses also. Certainly if Paul knew of a
third being who is coequal with the Father and His
Son, then he would have mentioned him in this verse.
Yet there is no hint of another being, which is plain
evidence that Paul knew nothing about a third god.

I could go on with this as there is an abun dance of
Scrip ture which plainly shows that “there is one God,
the Fa ther” and “one Lord Je sus Christ” (1 Cor in thi -
ans 8:6), and not a pan theon of gods in the God head.

The subject we are discussing is of vital
importance. Please take the time to examine this in
detail. The only way a judge can make a just decision
is by viewing and weighing all the evidence. I
strongly encourage you to examine all the evidence
before making a decision. “He that answereth a matter 
before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him.”
(Proverbs 18:13)

Lynn ford Beachy
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Youth’s Cor ner
With out a The ol ogy De gree

Chief Mayala, head of a tribe in the Congo, heard a
little about a “Chief” of heaven and earth from
some natives who had heard it from some other
natives who had heard it from some other natives.
This vague and minute, fourth-hand smattering of
information made the difference between life and
death for his son.

Maya la’s son be came strangely ill. Ma y ala walked
all the way to the Bap tist mis sion sta tion to se cure
help based en tirely on the bit of un der stand ing he
had de rived from the story told him from ig no rant
na tives.

Find ing the mis sion sta tion was not an easy task in
it self, but his love for his son drove him on.

De scrib ing the ill ness to the mis sion doc tor, he
asked for some medi cine. He took the medi cine,
trav eled the great dis tance back with no sleep, and
ad min is tered it to his son him self.

There were no sat is fac tory re sults and it seemed as
if the child would defi nitely die. Some of his peo ple
came to him and begged him to take the child to the
fet ish house, but he re fused.

Still the child’s con di tion grew more and more
grave. Fi nally the peo ple went to the medi cine man, 
ask ing him to come and help the child. When he
ar rived at the chiefs house, he re fused to al low him
to go through any of his ritu als. Ma y ala would not
let  him make or use any of his magi cal herbs.

“I be lieve in the power of the Chief of chiefs,  God.”

“We would like to see this power of God,” the  peo -
ple who had now all con gre gated around Maya la’s
house cried out in de ri sion.

Ma y ala, with no mal ice or boast ful ness, re plied,
“You shall see it.”

He shut the grass door af ter him, fell to his knees  on 
the dirt floor, and be gan his prayer to the Chief of
heaven and earth. All alone in his hut, Ma y ala
begged  for this God to show His power, not for the
chief’s  sake, nor for the dy ing child, but to prove
that God  does ex ist.

As Ma y ala prayed, the child was un der the ve randa
out side the house. The peo ple rec og nized that the
dy ing boy had fallen into a deep sleep. They had
seen it many times be fore as they watched the medi -
cine  man try all his tricks of the trade to re vive other
ter mi nal cases. The sin cere chief heard the peo ple
talk ing to each other about the boy be ing very close
to death. He wres tled with God in prayer even more
ear nestly. His des pera tion dic tated his dedi ca tion
and  he pled for the child’s life.

The peo ple stood around talk ing about the amaz -
ing  things tak ing place be fore them. The child was
dy ing  and the fa ther re fused to let the medi cine
man come  near him. And, to their fur ther won der -
ment, the chief  was in side his hut all alone.

A strange calm ness came over Ma y ala with his
knees bur ied in the pitch black sod floor. It was as if
there was no more alarm, noth ing to be afraid of.

Feel ing as he never had be fore in his en tire life, he
rose to his feet, wiped the dirt off his knees, and
went out to look at his son.

The chat ter ing and stir ring peo ple froze in their
tracks. There was ab so lute si lence as Ma y ala
walked over to his son. But be fore he could place a
hand on his son’s brow to check on his high fe ver,
the child opened his eyes, turned his head, and
spoke to his fa ther as if he had just awak ened from a
good night’s sleep.

The stunned tribe gasped! All eyes were fixed on
this most mar vel ous sight. There was a shout when
the lad sat up on the edge of the vine cot. And pan -
de mo nium broke loose as the chief’s son walked
around in per fect health.
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It was only a mat ter of min utes af ter the chief came
out of his hut with the strange as sur ance that his son 
was all right when the boy was play ing with other
na tive chil dren as if noth ing had hap pened to him
what so ever.

“There,” Ma y ala shouted to his over whelmed peo -
ple, “there’s the power of God I prom ised you.

That’s the power of the God of heaven and earth.
And all of you shall soon know more about Him as I 
am go ing to go and bring back some one to teach us
all about the Chief of chiefs!”

  And all without a theology degree.

(This story was re printed from the book, The Hand
That Still In ter venes, - W. A. Spi cer and Helen Spi -
cer Men kel © 1982 by Con cerned Pub li ca tions.
Per mis sion to re print this arti cle was gra ciously
granted by the pub lish ers.)

Christ Our Right eous ness
(WE wish to en cour age all who are young, at least
in heart, to study these les sons and fill in the blanks
with an swers from the Bi ble.)

The Right eous ness of God (Part 1)

1. What does Je sus say is the first thing to be sought
for in life? Mat thew 6:33

2. What con sti tutes the right eous ness of God?
Psalm 119:172

3. What is in the heart of those who know the right -
eous ness of God? Isaiah 51:7

4. How long will God’s right eous ness en dure?
Psalm 111:3

5. What is un right eous ness? 1 John 5:17

6. What does the Bi ble de clare sin to be?  1 John 3:4
(See note 1)

7. What law is it, which obe di ence to is right eous -
ness, and dis obe di ence to is sin? Ro mans 7:7

8. Upon what did the Psalm ist love to medi tate?
Psalm 119:97

9. What at trib utes does Paul give to the ten com -
mand ment law? Ro mans 7:12

10. How did Christ show the spiri tu al ity of the law?
Mat thew 5:27, 28 (See note 2)

11. What is the whole duty of man? Ec cle siastes
12:13, 14

12. Who shall be jus ti fied or made right eous? Ro -
mans 2:13

13. How many of the com mand ments of God are
im por tant? James 2:10-12

Notes:

1. Since un right eous ness equals sin, and sin is the
trans gres sion of the law, then un right eous ness
equals the trans gres sion of the law. To state this in
posi tive terms we would say that right eous ness equals 
obe di ence to the law of God.

2. Je sus “showed that even a look or a thought may
be a vio la tion of the law, and that it is in deed a dis -
cer ner of the thoughts and in tents of the heart.”
(Christ Our Right eous ness, p. 52)
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The Sin ful ness of Sin
Cal vin Coo lidge, former presi dent of the United

States,  was a man of few words. While in the White
House, he at tended church one Sun day un ac com pa -
nied by his wife. On his re turn home from church,
Mrs. Coo lidge hoped she might ob tain from him an
ac count of the ser mon. When they sat at the ta ble for
din ner, she looked for some com ment on the morn ing
serv ice, but none was forth com ing. Fi nally, and with
some ex as pera tion, she in quired, “Cal vin, was the
ser mon a good one?” “Yes,” he re plied. “Was it a long
one,” she asked.  “No,” he  re sponded.  Then, af ter a
pause Mrs. Coo lidge asked, “Well, what was the ser -
mon about?” Presi dent Coo lidge an swered, “Sin.”
“Well,” she prod ded, “ what did he say about it?” Coo -
lidge answered,  “He was against it.” Breth ren, that
should be our ex pe ri ence. We must be against sin in
prac tice and in its very na ture.

Sin De fined
Both the He brew (hAFj - chat taah) and Greek

(αµαρταµω - ha martamo) words  trans lated “sin”
mean an of fense, or to miss a mark. The mark missed
is the great stan dard of right eous ness that re flects
God’s char ac ter, the ten com mand ments. “Who so -
ever com mit teth sin trans gresseth also the law: for sin
is the trans gres sion of the law.” (1 John 3:4) Paul,
writ ing in Ro mans 7:7, makes it crystal clear that it is
the ten com mand ments that point out sin.

Sin is re bel lion against God. While the Scrip tures
teach that sin is the break ing of God’s law, it is  much
more. John noted that, “Who so ever com mit teth sin
trans gresseth also the law.” At its foun da tion, sin is
re bel lion against God. It is an act or show of de fi ance
to ward Him. Sin wants to pull God off His throne and
plant our selves in His place. (Isaiah 14:12- 14)

Sin is self ish ness. The cross is the great est reve la -
tion of God’s love ever given. It is  also the great est
dem on stra tion of self ish ness. At the cross, God dem -
on strated that there was no suf fer ing, pain,
in con ven ience, or hard ship that He was un will ing to
en dure, so that we might have eter nal life. He showed
His ab hor rence for sin by al low ing His only be got ten
Son to die so that sin might be eradi cated from the uni -
verse. The cross also dem on strated that there was no
suf fer ing, pain, in con ven ience, or hard ship that Sa tan, 

the ul ti mate epit ome of self ish ness, was not will ing to
put oth ers through for his per sonal pleas ure.

The re la tion ship of sin to self ish ness is clearly re -
vealed in Scrip ture. The tenth com mand ment deals
di rectly with covet ousness (Exo dus 20:17) or self ish -
ness. Fur ther, Ephe si ans 5:5 states that a “cov et ous
man, … is an idola ter,” thus a vio la tor of the first com -
mand ment. The vio la tion of any of the ten
com mand ments can be ex plained by the self ish ness of 
the vio la tor. For ex am ple, the eighth com mand ment
says, “Thou shalt not steal.” (Exo dus 20:15) When a
thief steals, he  has made the self ish choice that he
wants to pos sess the prop erty of an other, even to the
hurt of the prop erty owner.  Un der the head ing of self -
ish ness comes every sin in one form or an other. (See
Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, p. 384.)

The Hide ous Na ture of Sin
Too of ten pro fessed Chris tians do not per ceive the

hide ous na ture of sin. Sin is evil in na ture. There is
noth ing pleas ant or funny about it. The world and
much of Chris ti an ity have a shal low con cept of the
na ture of sin. Why is it so amus ing to some when a
drunk falls into a ditch? Why do some par ents think it
is cute when their small chil dren kick them and use
pro fan ity? It is because the na ture of sin is not un der -
stood! The Scrip tures state, “Fools make a mock at
sin.” (Prov erbs 14:9) Sin does not bring joy to Je sus or 
the an gels, and it should not bring any joy to the Chris -
tian. It is said of Je sus: “Thou hast loved
right eous ness, and hated in iq uity.” (He brews 1:9) We
are told to: “Wor ship the LORD in the beauty of ho li -
ness: fear be fore him, all the earth.” (Psalm 96:9) The
way of ho li ness is beau ti ful, the way of sin is abomi -
na ble. “The exceeding sinfulness of sin can be
estimated only in the light of the cross.” (Steps to
Christ, p. 31) The vio la tion of God’s law re sulted in
the death of God’s dear Son. Paul writes:

“For sin, seiz ing an op por tu nity in the com mand -
ment, de ceived me and through it killed me. So the
law is holy, and the com mand ment is holy and just and 
good. Did what is good, then, bring death to me? By
no means! It was sin, work ing death in me through
what is good, in or der that sin might be shown to be
sin, and through the com mand ment might be come
sin ful be yond meas ure.” (Ro mans 7:11- 13 NRSV)

If there ever was a time to stand up and call sin by its 
right name, it is to day. God com mands us, “Cry aloud, 
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spare not, lift up thy voice like a trum pet, and shew my 
peo ple their trans gres sion, and the house of Ja cob
their sins.” (I saiah 58:1)

God’s peo ple must not com pro mise their de nun cia -
tion of  sin in these fi nal mo ments of earth’s his tory.
Souls will be lost if sin is not shown for what it is.

A popu lar evan gel ist once told of a fel low min is ter
who de liv ered a pow er ful ser mon on the sub ject of
sin. Af ter the serv ice, one of the church of fi cers con -
fronted the min is ter in his study and of fered what he
thought was some needed coun sel. “Pas tor,” he said,
“we don’t want you to talk as openly as you do about
man’s guilt and cor rup tion, be cause if our boys and
girls hear you dis cuss ing that sub ject they will more
eas ily be come sin ners. Call it a mis take, if you will,
but do not speak so plainly about sin.” The pas tor re -
moved a small bot tle from a shelf be hind his desk.
Show ing it to the man, he said, “You see this la bel? It
says ‘Stryc hnine,’ and un der neath in bold, red let ters
is the word ‘po ison.’ What you are ask ing me to do
would be like chang ing this la bel. Sup pose I write
over it ‘E ssence of Pep per mint.’ Some one who
doesn’t know the dan ger might use it and be come very 
ill. The milder the la bel, the more dan ger ous the poi -
son!” (Adapted from the Bi ble Il lus tra tor.)

The re sults of sin are tragic. God and Christ de sire
man to be happy and learn to ap pre ci ate their love. Sin 
brings sepa ra tion from God, the source of all joy, love, 
peace, and good ness. (See Isaiah 59:2.) Sin robs us of
the abun dant life that Je sus came to give us. (John
10:10) Je sus came so that we would not have to have
mur der, di vorce, crime, drugs, al co hol, and the other
things that de stroy and ruin us.

Sin brings shame, deg ra da tion, and ruin. God had
put His spirit upon Saul. He was the leader of God’s
peo ple. While liv ing for God, Saul was a man of cour -
age and strength. Sin sepa rated him from God, and he
be came weak and de pressed. Fi nally, he killed him -
self on a bat tlefield af ter consulting a witch the night
be fore! That is what sin does.

Sin Brings Ruin
Sa tan prom ised that sin would ex alt Eve, (Gene sis

3:5) but it introduced deg ra da tion and death into this
world. When Leon ardo da Vinci was paint ing his
mas ter piece, “The Last Sup per,” he searched for a 
long time for a model to rep re sent Je sus. Fi nally, he

lo cated a singer in one of the churches of Rome who
was lovely in life and fea tures. The young man’s name 
was Pie tro Bandi nelli. Af ter some years, “The Last
Sup per” was still not com pleted. All the dis ci ples had
been painted ex cept  Ju das Is cariot. Da Vinci be gan to
look for a man whose face was hard ened and dis torted
by sin to be the model for Ju das. Da Vinci found a beg -
gar on the streets of Rome with a face so hei nous he
shud dered  to look at him.  Af ter paint ing Ju das, as da
Vinci was about to dis miss the man  when he said, “I
have not yet found out your name.” “I am Pie tro
Bandi nelli,” he re plied, “I also sat for you as your
model of Christ.” That is what sin does!

Sin Brings Death
 “Then when lust hath con ceived, it brin geth forth

sin: and sin, when it is fin ished, brin geth forth death.”
(James 1:15) Not only in this life does sin bring death,
but it de stroys all hope of eter nal life. “Know ye not,
that to whom ye yield your selves ser vants to obey, his
ser vants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto
death, or of obe di ence unto right eous ness?” (Ro mans
6:16) “For the wages of sin is death.” (v. 23)

The Ul ti mate Pen alty of Sin
The ul ti mate trag edy of sin is the sor row it brings to

the lov ing heart of God. Al though we hear daily of the
sick and dy ing through the news media, we are in su -
lated, to a great de gree, from the tre men dous amount
of sick ness and death caused by sin. Think of the
death among the ani mals, every mo ment, in all the
for ests, plains, and deserts of the world. From the tiny
squir rels to the great ele phants, sin brings suf fer ing
and death to all. Luke 12:6 tells us that our God is con -
cerned and He cares even about the ig no rant
crea tures. If God cares about the ani mals, think how
much He cares about those for whom He sent His Son
to die. How the suf fer ing that sin has brought must
bring an ache to His heart!

The out side or shell of sin may ap pear very glam or -
ous but it brings death and ruin. The sun dew plant
prom ises sweet nec tar, yet preys upon the in sect that
lights upon it. Sin may appear sweet and in no cent, but
it al ways brings ruin and death. When we gain a clear
view of the very na ture of sin, it will become so re -
pul sive that we will never want its evil in flu ence in
our lives.

Al len Stump
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“I read St. John’s gos pel a few years ago and dis cov ered
that the trin ity doc trine was false. … Your book let lets me
know that I have com pany in the way I be lieve.” Ber muda

“I am glad to let you know that I have been blessed and en -
light ened and en cour aged to study this sub ject Did They
Be lieve in the Trin ity. This book let the Lord helped you to
put to gether is so en cour ag ing to pur sue. And this has been 
the Lord’s means for me to know Him bet ter, and to know
His only be got ten Son in a clearer way. May the Lord con -
tinue to use you to carry on the good work you are do ing for 
the glory of God. I re ceived your book let from a brother in
Ten nes see. I am im pressed that I could reach out to dis -
trib ute 25 of your book lets, Did They Be lieve in the Trin ity
to our work ers and mem bers over here. ” Trini dad

“Greet ings to you all in Je sus’ name. … I got so thrilled in
Je sus, was the cho rus I sang when I saw the cap tion ‘A
Study From Af rica,’ Oc to ber edi tion of the Old Paths.

Thank you for pub lish ing the study and your fine ed it ing.
I am en cour aged and by the grace of God I hope to send in
an other study.”    Pas tor Akor Ni ge ria.

“Is there any other lit era ture in dif fer ent lan guages on this
sub ject [the Godhead]? … I am only in ter ested at the pres -
ent time on this sub ject! Not only in Eng lish, but also
es pe cially in Ger man and Span ish etc. (even Rus sian
would be very im por tant.)

“We thank the Lord for the pre cious truth of the three fold
an gels mes sage and we pray that He will help that soon
His work on earth can be fin ished in right eous ness. This
world full of sin and suf fer ing is not our home, we are wait -
ing for God’s eter nal King dom.” Ger many
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Old Paths is pub lished monthly by Smyrna Gos pel Min is tries,
HC 64 Box 128-B, Welch, WV 24801- 9606. It is sent free upon
re quest. Phone: Office: (304) 732- 9204; Home: (304) 732- 8609; 
You may reach the edi tors at the above ad dress or by e- mail,
Stump: edi tor@smyrna.org;  Beachy: be rean@mid west.net.
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