Old Paths

Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and

The secret of the LORD is with them that
fear Him; and He will show them His

walk therein, and yeshall find rest for your covenant. Psalm 25:14
souls. Jeremiah 6:16
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The Holy opirit Of (od

Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my command-
ments. And | will pray the Father, and he shall give
you another Comforter, that he may abide with you
for ever; Eventhe Spirit of truth; whom theworld can-
not receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth
him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and
shall be in you.” (John 14:15-17) Jesus said very
plainly that He would send another Comforter to
comfort His people after His departure.

Let'sfirst take alook at a different verse that uses
the word another. “And the Spirit of the LORD will
come upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with them,
and shalt be turned into another man. ... And it was
so, that when he had turned his back to go from Sam-
uel, God gave him another heart: and al those signs
came to pass that day.” (1 Samuel 10:6, 9) Saul be-
came another man, yet physically he was the same
person. His experience made him another man.

Jesusdid not finish the conversation with verse sev-
enteen. In the very next verse He clearly explains: “I
will not leave you comfortless: | will come to you.”
(John 14:18) Jesus said that He would come to His
disciples as another Comforter. This is quite appro-
priate since the Bible plainly tells us who the
Comforter is. The Greek word par akl et oV (parak-
letos), trandated “Comforter,” is used five times in
the Bible. Four times the word is translated “Com-
forter” and the other timeit istranslated “ Advocate.”
Here the Bible clearly states WHO the Comforter is.
“My little children, these things write | unto you, that
yesin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate
[ parakletos= Comforter] with the Father, Jesus Christ
therighteous.” (1 John 2:1) God has plainly revealed
that Jesus Christ is our Comforter.
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The Lord is that Spirit

Wait aminute, does not the Bible say that the Com-
forter is the Holy Spirit? (John 14:26) It most
certainly does. WhoistheHoly Spirit?Inspiration de-
clares: “Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” (2 Corinthians
3:17) The Lord is that Spirit, yet who is the Lord?
“But to us thereis but one God, the Father, of whom
are al things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom are al things, and we by him.”
(1 Corinthians 8:6) This could be expressed in the
form of mathematical equations as.

Jesus Christ = the Lord
The Lord = That Spirit
Therefore: Jesus Christ = That Spirit

Ephesians 4:4 further states: “There is one body,
and one Spirit.” Thereisonly one Spirit, and the Bible
tells us that that Spirit is our Lord Jesus Christ, or
more specifically the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which Herecelved from His Father. “ And because ye
are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of hisSoninto
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” (Galatians 4:6)

What exactly isa Spirit? According to the Strong’'s
Concordance, along with many other Greek Diction-
aries, a spirit isa “mind.” When God sent forth the
Spirit of His Son into our hearts, He was sending the
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mind, or thinking of His Soninto our hearts. God asks
us to “Let this mind be in you, which was aso in
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 2:5) The mind, or Spirit,
that Christ had was the Spirit of His Father. “For he
whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for
God giveth not the Spirit by measureunto him.” (John
3:34) Let us examine what the Bible says about a

spirit.

The Biblical Concept of Spirit

“And immediately when Jesus perceived in his
spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, hesaid
unto them, Why reason ye these things in your
hearts?” (Mark 2:8) Jesus perceived [Greek: epig
inws kw - epiginosko “to know, that isto understand” ]
inHisSpirit. The Spirit of JesusiswhereHeknew and
understood things. The Spirit of Jesusis the mind of
Jesus.

“And the Spirit [Hebrew: 737 - ruwach #7307 in
Strong's Concordance] of the LORD fell upon me, and
said unto me, Speak; Thus saith the LORD; Thushave
ye said, O house of Israel: for | know the things that
come into your mind [ruwach], every one of them.”
(Ezekiel 11:5) In this verse ruwach was translated
“gpirit” in one place, and “mind” in another. Clearly
you can seethat the spirit of an individual isthe mind
or thinking of that individual. (See aso Isaiah 40:13,
Romans 11:34)

“To whom hast thou uttered words? and whose
spirit came from thee?’ (Job 26:4) When we utter
words, we are revealing whose spirit we have. We ei-
ther have the spirit of the world, or the spirit of God,
which isHoly Spirit. “And grieve not the holy Spirit
of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of re-
demption.” (Ephesians 4:30)

Some people maintain that “the Holy Spirit,” and
“the Spirit of God” are two different things. As you
can see from the preceding verse, thisis not the case.
The Bible speaks of “The Holy Spirit of God.” God
the Father has a Spirit. “ For it isnot ye that speak, but
the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.”
(Matthew 10:20) Jesus Christ has a Spirit. “For |
know that thisshall turn to my salvation through your
prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.”
(Philippians 1:19) Doesthe Holy Spirit have a Spirit?
Some say yes, while others say no. What saith the
Scriptures? “The Holy Spirit of God.” (Ephesians
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4:30) The Bible nowhere mentions “the Spirit of the
Holy Spirit.” Why is that? Could it be that the Holy
Spirit isthe Spirit of God the Father and His only be-
gotten Son? Asthe Scripturesplainly state, the Father
hasa Spirit and His Son has a Spirit, yet thereis*one
Spirit.” Evidently the Father and His Son share the
same Spirit while they are two separate individuals.
Thisistrue becausethey think alike; they have akin-
dred spirit.

The Father anointed His Son with His own Spirit.
Therefore, they have the same Spirit. “Thou hast
loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore
God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of
gladness above thy fellows.” (Hebrews 1:9) “For he
whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for
God giveth not the Spirit by measureunto him.” (John
3:34) As is plainly shown, the Father and the Son
share a Spirit. What type of Spirit do they share?
Surely, itisaHoly Spirit. The Bible mentions several
different types of Spirit. We read about “foul spirit,”
“evil spirit,” “unclean spirit,” “dumb spirit,” “excel-
lent spirit,” “humble spirit,” “wounded spirit,”
“broken spirit,” “haughty spirit,” “faithful spirit,”
“good spirit.” All these spirits are distinguishable by
the adjective that describes them. We know that God
the Father has a Spirit, and can that Spirit be anything
else or anything less than Holy? The word “Holy” is
an adjective in every case, whether in English or in
Greek. “Holy Spirit” is not a name, but a description
of the Spirit of God. We know that God the Father has
aproper name, whichis*YHWH,” otherwise known
as “Yahweh” or “Jehovah,” and His only begotten
Son has a proper name, which is *Yahshua,” or “Je-
sus.” May | ask, what isthenameof theHoly Spirit?

Our Comforter

Time and space forbid going into more detail, but
the real issue is “who is our Comforter?’ The Bible
says our Comforter is Jesus Christ, who is able to
comfort us in al our temptations because He was
tempted just like us. “For in that he himself hath suf-
fered being tempted, he is able to succour [or help]
themthat aretempted.” (Hebrews?2:18) Itis” Christin
you, the hope of glory.” (Colossians 1:27) “ Greater is
hethat isin you, than hethat isin theworld.” (1 John
4.4) Because Jesus has suffered being tempted, and
comestousinadifferent way than Heever did before,
He can truly be called, “another Comforter.” Jesus
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said, “1 will not leave you comfortless, | will cometo
you.”

TheHoly Spirit was to come and convict the world
of sin. “And when he is come, he will reprove the
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.”
(John 16:8) “Unto you first God, having raised up his
Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away
every oneof you from hisiniquities.” (Acts3:26) Itis
Jesus, after His resurrection, who comesto usto turn
us from sin. Would you rather have a Comforter who
knows what you are going through because He has
been there Himself, or one who cannot empathize
with you?

Somemay immediately say, “ Jesus called the Com-
forter ‘he,’ thereforehe must be someoneelse.” It was
not uncommon in Christ’s day to speak of yourself in
the third person. You find this style of writing
throughout the New Testament. “Then answered Je-
sus and said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you,
The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth
the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these
also doeth the Son likewise. For the Father loveth the
Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth:
and hewill shew himgreater worksthan these, that ye
may marvel. For asthe Father rai seth up the dead, and
guickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom
hewill. For the Father judgeth no man, but hath com-
mitted all judgment unto the Son.” (John 5:19-22)
Jesus spoke of Himself in the third person.

Epﬂsﬂ@ Salutations

Fifteen out of the twenty-seven books of the New
Testament start out with agreeting similar to thisone.
“Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the
Father, in truth and love.” (2 John 3) Out of all these
greetings, none of them mention a third being. Just
two are mentioned, the Father and His Son. Surely if
there were a third being who is to be equally wor-
shipped and adored, the writers of the New Testament
would have included him in these greetings, but alas,
there is not one to be found.

John explains to us with whom we are to have fel-
lowship. He says, “That which we have seen and
heard declare we unto you, that ye also may havefel-
lowship with us: and truly our fellowship iswith the
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” (1 John 1:3)
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Surely if John were acquainted with a third God, he
would want us to have fellowship with him as well,
but there is no mention of another being. John further
states, “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in
thedoctrineof Christ, hath not God. Hethat abidethin
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the
Son.” (2 John 9) “Both” means two, and only two.
This agrees with Zechariah. “And speak unto him,
saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Be-
hold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he
shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the
temple of the LORD: Even he shall build thetemple of
the LORD; and he shall bear theglory, and shall sit and
rule upon histhrone; and he shall be a priest upon his
throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between
them both.” (Zechariah 6:12, 13)

Reasoning withthe Jews, Jesussaid, “Itisalsowrit-
teninyour law, that thetestimony of two menistrue. |
am onethat bear witnessof myself, and the Father that
sent me beareth witness of me.” (John 8:17, 18) If an
additional being could testify in His behalf, Jesus
would not have hesitated to mention him here.

Paul declared, “1 charge thee before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels.” (1 Timothy
5:21) Paul called the heavenly agenciesto witnessthis
charge given to Timothy. Notice who Paul called asa
witness for him. God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ are naturally thefirst onesto be mentioned, but
Paul did not stop here. He called all the angels of God
to be his witnesses also. Certainly if Paul knew of a
third being who is coequal with the Father and His
Son, then hewould have mentioned himin thisverse.
Yet there is no hint of another being, which is plain
evidence that Paul knew nothing about athird god.

| could go on with this as there is an abundance of
Scripture which plainly showsthat “thereisone God,
the Father” and “one Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthi-
ans8:6), and not apantheon of godsinthe Godhead.

The subject we are discussing is of vital
importance. Please take the time to examine thisin
detail. The only way ajudge can make ajust decision
is by viewing and weighing all the evidence. |
strongly encourage you to examine all the evidence
beforemaking adecision. “ Hethat answereth amatter
before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him.”
(Proverbs 18:13)
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Without a Theology Degree

Chief Mayala, head of a tribe in the Congo, heard a
little about a Chief of heaven and earth from
some natives who had heard it from some other
natives who had heard it from some other natives.
This vague and minute, fourth-hand smattering of
information made the difference between life and
death for his son.

Mayala s son became strangely ill. Mayala walked
all the way to the Baptist mission station to secure
help based entirely on the bit of understanding he
had derived from the story told him from ignorant
natives.

Finding the mission station was not an easy task in
itself, but his love for his son drove him on.

Describing the illness to the mission doctor, he
asked for some medicine. He took the medicine,
traveled the great distance back with no sleep, and
administered it to his son himself.

There were no satisfactory results and it seemed as
if the child would definitely die. Some of his people
came to him and begged him to take the child to the
fetish house, but he refused.

Still the child s condition grew more and more
grave. Finally the people went to the medicine man,
asking him to come and help the child. When he
arrived at the chiefs house, he refused to allow him
to go through any of his rituals. Mayala would not
let him make or use any of his magical herbs.

Ibelieve in the power of the Chief of chiefs, God.

We would like to see this power of God, the peo-
ple who had now all congregated around Mayala s
house cried out in derision.

Mayala, with no malice or boastfulness, replied,
You shall see it.
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He shutthe grass door after him, fell to his knees on
the dirt floor, and began his prayer to the Chief of
heaven and earth. All alone in his hut, Mayala
begged for this God to show His power, not for the
chief's sake, nor for the dying child, but to prove
that God does exist.

As Mayala prayed, the child was under the veranda
outside the house. The people recognized that the
dying boy had fallen into a deep sleep. They had
seen it many times before as they watched the medi-
cine man try all his tricks of the trade to revive other
terminal cases. The sincere chief heard the people
talking to each other about the boy being very close
to death. He wrestled with God in prayer even more
earnestly. His desperation dictated his dedication

and he pled for the child s life.

The people stood around talking about the amaz-
ing things taking place before them. The child was
dying and the father refused to let the medicine
man come near him. And, to their further wonder-
ment, the chief was inside his hut all alone.

A strange calmness came over Mayala with his
knees buried in the pitch black sod floor. It was as if
there was no more alarm, nothing to be afraid of.

Feeling as he never had before in his entire life, he
rose to his feet, wiped the dirt off his knees, and
went out to look at his son.

The chattering and stirring people froze in their
tracks. There was absolute silence as Mayala
walked over to his son. But before he could place a
hand on his son s brow to check on his high fever,
the child opened his eyes, turned his head, and
spoke to his father as if he had justawakened from a
good night s sleep.

The stunned tribe gasped! All eyes were fixed on
this most marvelous sight. There was a shout when
the lad sat up on the edge of the vine cot. And pan-
demonium broke loose as the chief's son walked
around in perfect health.
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It was only a matter of minutes after the chief came
out of his hutwith the strange assurance that his son
was all right when the boy was playing with other
native children as if nothing had happened to him
whatsoever.

There, Mayala shouted to his overwhelmed peo-
ple, there s the power of God I promised you.

That s the power of the God of heaven and earth.
And all of you shall soon know more about Him as I
am going to go and bring back someone to teach us

all about the Chief of chiefs!

And all without a theology degree.

(This story was reprinted from the book, The Hand
That Still Intervenes, - W. A. Spicer and Helen Spi-
cer Menkel © 1982 by Concerned Publications.
Permission to reprint this article was graciously

granted by the publishers.)

Christ Our Rightcousncss

(WE wish to encourage all who are young, at least
in heart, to study these lessons and fill in the blanks
with answers from the Bible.)

The Righteousness of God (Part 1)

1. What does Jesus say is the first thing to be sought
for in life? Matthew 6:33

2. What constitutes the righteousness of God?
Psalm 119:172

3. Whatis in the heart of those who know the right-
eousness of God? Isaiah 51:7

4. How long will God s righteousness endure?

Psalm 111:3
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5. What is unrighteousness? 1 John 5:17

6. What does the Bible declare sin tobe? 1John 3:4
(See note 1)

7. What law is it, which obedience to is righteous-
ness, and disobedience to is sin? Romans 7:7

8. Upon what did the Psalmist love to meditate?
Psalm 119:97

9. What attributes does Paul give to the ten com-
mandment law? Romans 7:12

10. How did Christ show the spirituality of the law?
Matthew 5:27, 28 (See note 2)

11. What is the whole duty of man? Ecclesiastes
12:13, 14

12. Who shall be justified or made righteous? Ro-
mans 2:13

13. How many of the commandments of God are
important? James 2:10-12

Notes:

1. Since unrighteousness equals sin, and sin is the
transgression of the law, then unrighteousness
equals the transgression of the law. To state this in
positive terms we would say thatrighteousness equals

obedience to the law of God.

2. Jesus showed that even a look or a thought may
be a violation of the law, and that it is indeed a dis-
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
(Christ Our Righteousness, p. 52)
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The Sinfulness of Sin

Calvin Coolidge, former president of the United
States, was a man of few words. While in the White
House, he attended church one Sunday unaccompa-
nied by his wife. On his return home from church,
Mrs. Coolidge hoped she might obtain from him an
account of the sermon. When they sat at the table for
dinner, shelooked for some comment on the morning
service, but none was forthcoming. Finally, and with
some exasperation, she inquired, “Calvin, was the
sermon agood one?’ “Yes,” hereplied. “Wasitalong
one,” she asked. “No,” he responded. Then, after a
pause Mrs. Coolidge asked, “Well, what was the ser-
mon about?’ President Coolidge answered, “Sin.”
“Well,” sheprodded, “ what did hesay about it?’ Coo-
lidge answered, “He was against it.” Brethren, that
should be our experience. We must be against sinin
practice and in its very nature.

Sin Defined

Both the Hebrew (TXBM - chattaah) and Greek
(amar tanw - hamartamo) words trandated “sin’
mean an offense, or to missamark. The mark missed
is the great standard of righteousness that reflects
God's character, the ten commandments. “Whoso-
ever committeth sintransgresseth also thelaw: for sin
is the transgression of the law.” (1 John 3:4) Paul,
writing in Romans 7:7, makesit crystal clear that itis
the ten commandments that point out sin.

Sin is rebellion against God. While the Scriptures
teach that sinisthe breaking of God’slaw, itis much
more. John noted that, “Whosoever committeth sin
transgresseth also the law.” At its foundation, sin is
rebellion against God. It isan act or show of defiance
toward Him. Sin wantsto pull God off Histhrone and
plant ourselvesin His place. (Isaiah 14:12-14)

Sinis selfishness. The crossis the greatest revela
tion of God's love ever given. It is also the greatest
demonstration of selfishness. At the cross, God dem-
onstrated that there was no suffering, pain,
inconvenience, or hardship that He was unwilling to
endure, so that we might have eternal life. He showed
His abhorrencefor sin by allowing His only begotten
Sontodiesothat sin might be eradicated fromtheuni-
verse. The cross a'so demonstrated that there was no
suffering, pain, inconvenience, or hardship that Satan,
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the ultimate epitome of selfishness, wasnot willing to
put others through for his personal pleasure.

The relationship of sin to selfishnessis clearly re-
vealed in Scripture. The tenth commandment deals
directly with covetousness (Exodus 20:17) or selfish-
ness. Further, Ephesians 5:5 states that a “covetous
man, ... isanidolater,” thusaviolator of thefirst com-
mandment. The violation of any of the ten
commandmentscan be explained by the sel fishness of
the violator. For example, the eighth commandment
says, “Thou shalt not steal.” (Exodus 20:15) When a
thief steals, he has made the selfish choice that he
wants to possess the property of another, even to the
hurt of the property owner. Under the heading of self-
ishness comes every sin in one form or another. (See
Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, p. 384.)

The Hideous Nature of Sin

Too often professed Christians do not perceive the
hideous nature of sin. Sinis evil in nature. There is
nothing pleasant or funny about it. The world and
much of Christianity have a shallow concept of the
nature of sin. Why is it so amusing to some when a
drunk fallsinto aditch? Why do some parentsthink it
is cute when their small children kick them and use
profanity? It is because the nature of sinis not under-
stood! The Scriptures state, “Fools make a mock at
sin.” (Proverbs14:9) Sindoesnot bringjoy to Jesusor
theangels, and it should not bring any joy tothe Chris-
tian. It is said of Jesus: “Thou hast loved
righteousness, and hated iniquity.” (Hebrews 1:9) We
aretold to: “Worship the LORD in the beauty of holi-
ness. fear before him, all the earth.” (Psalm 96:9) The
way of holinessisbeautiful, the way of sinisabomi-
nable. “The exceeding sinfulness of sin can be
estimated only in the light of the cross.” (Steps to
Christ, p. 31) The violation of God’s law resulted in
the death of God' s dear Son. Paul writes:

“For sin, seizing an opportunity in the command-
ment, deceived me and through it killed me. So the
law isholy, and the commandment isholy and just and
good. Did what is good, then, bring death to me? By
no means! It was sin, working death in me through
what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be
sin, and through the commandment might become
sinful beyond measure.” (Romans 7:11-13 NRSV)

If thereever wasatimeto standupandcall sinby its
right name, itistoday. God commandsus, “ Cry aoud,
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gparenoat, lift up thy voicelikeatrumpet, and shew my
people their transgression, and the house of Jacob
their sins.” (Isaiah 58:1)

God'’ s people must not compromisetheir denuncia-
tion of sininthese final moments of earth’s history.
Soulswill belost if sinisnot shown for what it is.

A popular evangelist oncetold of afellow minister
who delivered a powerful sermon on the subject of
sin. After the service, one of the church officers con-
fronted the minister in his study and offered what he
thought was some needed counsel. “Pastor,” he said,
“we don’t want you to talk as openly as you do about
man’s guilt and corruption, because if our boys and
girls hear you discussing that subject they will more
easily become sinners. Call it a mistake, if you will,
but do not speak so plainly about sin.” The pastor re-
moved a small bottle from a shelf behind his desk.
Showing it to the man, he said, “ You seethis|abel ? It
says‘ Strychnine,” and underneath in bold, red letters
is the word ‘poison.” What you are asking me to do
would be like changing this label. Suppose | write
over it ‘Essence of Peppermint.” Someone who
doesn’t know the danger might useit and becomevery
ill. The milder the label, the more dangerous the poi-
son!” (Adapted from the Bible Illustrator.)

The results of sin aretragic. God and Christ desire
manto be happy andlearnto appreciatetheir love. Sin
brings separation from God, the sourceof all joy, love,
peace, and goodness. (Seelsaiah 59:2.) Sinrobsus of
the abundant life that Jesus came to give us. (John
10:10) Jesus came so that we would not have to have
murder, divorce, crime, drugs, alcohol, and the other
things that destroy and ruin us.

Sin brings shame, degradation, and ruin. God had
put His spirit upon Saul. He was the leader of God's
people. Whileliving for God, Saul wasaman of cour-
age and strength. Sin separated him from God, and he
became weak and depressed. Finally, he killed him-
self on a battlefield after consulting awitch the night
before! That iswhat sin does.

Sin Brings Ruin

Satan promised that sin would exalt Eve, (Genesis
3:5) but it introduced degradation and death into this
world. When Leonardo da Vinci was painting his
masterpiece, “The Last Supper,” he searched for a
long time for a model to represent Jesus. Findly, he
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located asinger in one of the churches of Rome who
waslovely inlifeandfeatures. Theyoung man’ sname
was Pietro Bandinelli. After some years, “The Last
Supper” was still not completed. All thediscipleshad
been painted except Judas|scariot. DaVinci beganto
look for aman whosefacewas hardened and distorted

by sinto bethe model for Judas. DaVinci found abeg-

gar on the streets of Rome with aface so heinous he
shuddered tolook at him. After painting Judas, asda
Vinci was about to dismiss the man when he said, “I

have not yet found out your name.” “I am Pietro
Bandinelli,” he replied, “1 also sat for you as your
model of Christ.” That iswhat sin does!

Sin Brings Death

“Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth
sin: and sin, when it isfinished, bringeth forth death.”
(James 1:15) Not only inthislifedoessin bring death,
but it destroys all hope of eternal life. “Know ye not,
that towhom yeyield yourselves servantsto obey, his
servantsye areto whom ye obey; whether of sin unto
death, or of obedience unto righteousness?’ (Romans
6:16) “For the wages of sinisdeath.” (v. 23)

The Ultimate Penalty of Sin

Theultimatetragedy of sinisthe sorrow it bringsto
theloving heart of God. Although we hear daily of the
sick and dying through the news media, we are insu-
lated, to a great degree, from the tremendous amount
of sickness and death caused by sin. Think of the
death among the animals, every moment, in all the
forests, plains, and deserts of theworld. Fromthetiny
squirrels to the great elephants, sin brings suffering
anddeathtoall. Luke12:6 tellsusthat our Godiscon-
cerned and He cares even about the ignorant
creatures. If God cares about the animals, think how
much He cares about those for whom He sent His Son
to die. How the suffering that sin has brought must
bring an ache to His heart!

Theoutside or shell of sinmay appear very glamor-
ous but it brings death and ruin. The sundew plant
promises sweet nectar, yet preys upon the insect that
lightsuponit. Sin may appear sweet and innocent, but
it alwaysbringsruin and death. When we gain aclear
view of the very nature of sin, it will become so re-
pulsive that we will never want its evil influence in
our lives.
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I read St. John s gospel a few years ago and discovered
that the trinity doctrine was false. ~ Your booklet lets me

know thatI have company in the way I believe.  Bermuda

I'am glad to let you know that I have been blessed and en-
lightened and encouraged to study this subject Did They
Believe in the Trinity. This booklet the Lord helped you to
puttogetheris so encouraging to pursue. And this has been
the Lord s means for me to know Him better, and to know
His only begotten Son in a clearer way. May the Lord con-
tinue to use you to carry on the good work you are doing for
the glory of God. I received your booklet from a brother in
Tennessee. I am impressed that I could reach out to dis-
tribute 25 of your booklets, Did They Believe in the Trinity
Trinidad

to our workers and members over here.

Greetings to you all in Jesus name. I gotso thrilled in

Jesus, was the chorus I sang when I saw the caption A

Study From Africa, October edition of the Old Paths.
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Thank you for publishing the study and your fine editing.
I am encouraged and by the grace of God I hope to send in
Poastor Hhkor

another study. Nigeria.

Is there any other literature in different languages on this
subject [the Godhead]?
ent time on this subject! Not only in English, but also

Iam only interested at the pres-

especially in German and Spanish etc. (even Russian
would be very important.)

We thank the Lord for the precious truth of the threefold
angels message and we pray that He will help that soon
His work on earth can be finished in righteousness. This
world full of sin and suffering is not our home, we are wait-

ing for God s eternal Kingdom. Germany

Old Paths is published monthly by Smyrna Gospel Ministries,
HC 64 Box 128-B, Welch, WV 24801-9606. It is sent free upon
request. Phone: Office: (304) 732-9204; Home: (304) 732-8609;
You may reach the editors at the above address or by e-mail,
Stump: editor@smyrna.org; Beachy: berean@midwest.net.

Allen Stump
Lynnford Beachy

January 1998


mailto:editor@smyrna.org
mailto:berean@midwest.net

	“The Holy Spirit Of God”
	The Lord is that Spirit
	The Biblical Concept of “Spirit”
	Our Comforter
	Epistle Salutations

	Youth’s Corner
	Without a Theology Degree
	Christ Our Righteousness

	The Sinfulness of Sin
	Sin Defined
	The Hideous Nature of Sin
	Sin Brings Ruin
	Sin Brings Death
	The Ultimate Penalty of Sin

	Letters
	Credits

