
Old Paths
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls.  Jere miah 6:16

The se cret of the LORD is with them that
fear  Him; and  He  will  show  them  His
cove nant. Psalm 25:14
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The Sab bath as Re vealed in
the Third An gel’s Mes sage

“The Lord in His great mercy sent a most pre cious
mes sage to His peo ple through Eld ers Wag goner and
Jones.  … This mes sage was to bring more promi nently
be fore the world the up lifted Sav iour, the sac ri fice for
the sins of the whole world God gave His mes sen gers
just what the peo ple needed.”  (Tes ti mo nies to Min is ters,
pp. 91, 95)

The Seventh- day Ad vent ist Gen eral Con fer ence Bul -
le tin of 1893 con tains twenty- four ser mons given at that
ses sion by A. T. Jones on The Third An gel’s Mes sage.

I can not tell you how thrilled I was when I read ser -
mon number twenty, which tells of the crea tion week
and the in sti tu tion of the Sab bath day of rest—God’s
rest.  I be lieve it is the most won der ful mes sage I have
ever read.  It is beau ti ful!  Even now as I write this, I can -
not re frain from tears.  We, as a peo ple, have never really
un der stood or ap pre ci ated the Sab bath as it was given to
us.  My very first thought was, “I must let the peo ple
know!  This is so pre cious—so beau ti ful!”

How such a glo ri ous mes sage could have been re -
jected, I can not imag ine.  Dear breth ren, many of us
have not been keep ing the Sab bath as it has been our
privi lege, but I’ll not say more.  I’ll let you see for your -
selves.

The fol low ing is an abridg ment of that ser mon.
How ever, I have made a real ef fort not to omit any of the
main points be ing con sid ered.  The em pha sis shown is
in the origi nal ar ti cle.  If you can man age to ob tain a
copy of the Gen eral Con fer ence Bul le tin for the 1893 ses -

sion, read the ser mons by Elder A. T. Jones in their en -
tirety.  It will be well worth your ef fort.

The Third An gel’s Mes sage—No. 20 
Elder A. T. Jones

Six days He em ployed in cre at ing, and then the rec -
ord is (Gen. 2:1-3):  “Thus the heav ens and the earth
were fin ished, and all the host of them.  And on the
sev enth day God ended His work which He had made. 
And God blessed the sev enth day, and sanc ti fied it:
be cause that in it He had rested from all His work
which God cre ated and made.”

 Then, when He had fin ished cre at ing, He rested
and was re freshed, that is, took de light in the re flec -
tion in the cre ated things, of the thought of His mind,
the com ple tion of the pur pose, as it was mani fested in
the fin ished crea tion.  That is the thought in the word
“re freshed” in Ex. 31:17.  There fore the com mand -
ment tells us:  “Re mem ber the Sab bath day,” that is,
the rest day, “to keep it holy; six days shalt thou la -
bour, and do all thy work: But the sev enth day is” the
rest, —“the Sab bath”—the rest “of the LORD thy
God.”   A man who takes his own rest on Sat ur day,
even though he en joys his rest on that day, is not keep -
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ing the Sab bath, the Lord’s rest, and even though he
en joys it, he keeps Sat ur day only and not Sab bath.

 We are to work six days.  The rea son is:  be cause the 
Lord in mak ing heaven and earth worked six days,
and rested the sev enth.  And we are to rest the sev enth
day, be cause the Lord rested, and blessed it, and sanc -
ti fied it, and hal lowed it.

 God is Spirit.  The only kind of rest which He could
pos si bly have is spiri tual rest.  Then, the man who
does not ob tain and en joy spiri tual rest in the sev enth
day, he does not keep the Sab bath, be cause Sab bath
rest is spiri tual rest; it is God’s rest, and that alone.  It
is spiri tual rest, and the Sab bath is a spiri tual thing,
and God’s rest is in the day; spiri tual rest is in the day.
And by ob serv ing the day by faith—“spiri tual things
are spiri tu ally dis cerned”—by ob serv ing the day by
faith, that spiri tual rest comes to him who ob serves the 
Sab bath.

 Then He blessed the day.  Then the bless ing of God
is also in the day; the rest of God is in the day; and the
joy that we have found, the re fresh ing, the de light ing,
the joy of the Lord is also in the day.  The bless ing of
the Lord is in it, too; for He blessed the day  If a man
does not ob serve it, or pays no at ten tion to it, is the
bless ing in it?  [Con gre ga tion: “Yes”]  But it does not
reach the man, if he does not be lieve.

 Now, there is the word of God, that He blessed the
sev enth day.  What is the ef fect of that bless ing which,
away back there, He put upon the day?  It is there yet,
and it will al ways re main there, be cause to all eter nity
it will be a fact that God did bless the sev enth day;
that, He himself can not con tra dict, you see.  He, Him -
self, can not say that He did not bless the sev enth day,
for He says He did.

 Now, re fer ring to the first chap ter of Gene sis, there
we read in the twenty- seventh and twenty- eighth
verses:  “God cre ated man in His own im age, in the
im age of God cre ated He him; male and fe male cre -
ated He them.  And God blessed them.”  [On the sixth
day.]   Then God blessed the man be fore He blessed
the sev enth day.   Well, then, when that blessed man
came to that blessed day, did he re ceive ad di tional
bless ing in the day?  [Con gre ga tion: “Yes”]

Then the Sab bath was in tended to bring to man,
who was al ready blessed of God with spiri tual bless -
ings—the Sab bath was to bring to man ad di tional

spiri tual bless ings. “The word of God liveth and
abi deth for ever.”  It is so now.

 The pres ence of God makes things holy; it makes a
place holy; it makes a man holy.  The pres ence of God
made the day holy.  Then, the ho li ness of God is at -
tached to the day; the pres ence of God, the holy
pres ence of God, is at tached to the sev enth or Sab bath
day.  Well then, when the man comes to that day, as
only man can come to it,  spiri tu ally-minded—with
the mind of the Spirit of God—and re ceives the spiri -
tual rest, the spiri tual re fresh ing that is in it, the
spiri tual bless ing that is in it, does he not also re ceive
that pres ence, be come a par taker of that pres ence, in
which is the ho li ness of God to trans form him.  He
does in deed.  And that is Sabbath- keeping.

 For what pur pose was this all done?  Why was the
Sab bath made?  It was made for man.  Well then, God
rested and put His spiri tual rest upon the day for man,
did He?  [Con gra ga tion: “Yes”] God’s re fresh ing, His
re joic ing in that day was for man; the bless ing with
which He blessed it, was for man; the ho li ness which
His pres ence brought to it, and which His pres ence
gave to it, was for man; His pres ence sanc ti fy ing it
was for man.  Well then, was it not that man through
the Sab bath might be a par taker of His pres ence and
be made ac quainted by liv ing ex pe ri ence with the
spiri tual rest of God, the spiri tual bless ing, the ho li -
ness, the pres ence of God to make holy, the pres ence
of God to sanc tify him?  Is not that what God in tended
the Sab bath to bring to man?  Well, the man who gets
all that in the Sab bath is the man who is a Sabbath-
 keeper.  And he knows it, too.  He knows it, and is de -
lighted to know it.

 Who was the real pres ent agent in cre at ing?
[Christ]  Then the man whom the pres ence of Je sus
Christ does not sanc tify, and does not make holy and
does not bless, and to whom it does not bring rest,
why, he can’t keep the Sab bath.  Don’t you see, it is
only with Christ in the man, that the Sab bath can be
kept; be cause the Sab bath brings, and has in it, the
pres ence of Christ.

 In crea tion he could know about Him; in the Sab -
bath he would know Him; be cause the Sab bath brings
the liv ing pres ence, the sanc ti fy ing pres ence, the hal -
low ing pres ence, of Je sus Christ, to the man who
ob serves it in deed.  Then he would not only know
about Him from the cre ated things, but would know
Him in him self.
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So then, the origi nal pur pose of God in crea tion,
and the Sab bath as the sign of it, was that man might
know God as He is and what He is to the world in and
through Je sus Christ.

 The Sab bath, then, was a sign of the power of God,
mani fested in Je sus Christ, and the sign of a fin ished
crea tion—the sign of God as mani fested in Je sus
Christ in a com pleted and fin ished crea tion.  When it
comes to the sixth day, He saw all things, and be hold it 
was very good.  Gen. 1:31.  And His pur pose stood
com pleted.  “Thus the heav ens and the earth were fin -
ished, and all the host of them,” and there they were,
the ex pres sion of the thought that was in His mind,
that the word ex pressed when He spoke them into ex -
is tence. Then the Sab bath—the “sign that I am the
Lord your God;”—is the sign of the fin ished and com -
pleted work of God in crea tion.

The crea tion was com pleted as God fin ished it, and
all the host of them, and they were ac cord ing to His
own mind.  That is so.  But Sa tan came in and swung
man and all this world clear out of God’s pur pose en -
tirely. Didn’t He? [Con gre ga tion: “Yes”] Re versed
God’s or der, so that, where God was re flected to
man’s mind in all things above and in man him self be -
fore, now, Sa tan is re flected in man, and that puts a
blur upon the re flec tion of God in any thing, so that the 
natu ral man does not see God, even in na ture.

Well, then, when Sa tan had swung this out of God’s
pur pose, and turned it about and re versed God’s or der, 
the Lord did not leave it then.  He said, “I will put en -
mity be tween thee and the woman, and be tween thy
seed and her seed.”  That broke the power of Sa tan
over man to that ex tent that it re leased him from to tal
de prav ity; set him free to find God.  But, in whom was
that done?  Christ again.  God in Christ wants to bring
man and the world back again into His origi nal pur -
pose.

 It was God in Christ, by His word, that pro duced
the world and man, in the first place.  Now, it is God in
Christ, by His word, that brings men and the world
back into His pur pose.  Then, is not the work of Sal va -
tion sim ply the power of God in an other way than that
which brought all things in the first place?  In other
words, is not sal va tion crea tion?  As sur edly.

 Is God’s origi nal pur pose in crea tion com pleted
now?  It was com pleted, but is it now?  No, sir.  When
the sal va tion of man kind is com pleted will His origi -

nal pur pose then be com pleted?  [Con gre ga tion:
“Yes”]  Then what is the work of sal va tion but God’s
car ry ing out and com plet ing His origi nal pur pose in
crea tion?   Well, then isn’t the sign of this work in sal -
va tion the same as the sign of that work in
crea tion?—To be sure it is.

Then the Sab bath of the Lord is just as cer tainly the
sign of the crea tive power of God mani fested in Je sus
Christ through His word, in the sal va tion of my soul,
as it was in the mak ing of this world in the first place.

 At crea tion it was the sign of what Je sus Christ is in
crea tion.  And now as Christ has to carry on His own
work in sal va tion in or der through this means to fin ish
His origi nal pur pose in crea tion, the Sab bath is the
same sign of the same crea tive power, in the same
One, Je sus Christ.  It is the same crea tive power from
the same Per son in the same One by the same means,
and ac com plish ing the same pur pose.  And there fore
the same sign is the only one that ever could be at -
tached to it.   So that it is lit er ally true that the Sab bath
of the Lord, the sev enth day, the blessed sev enth day,
is God’s own sign of what Je sus Christ is to the man
who be lieves in Je sus Christ.

Well, there fore, “if any man be in Christ he is a new
crea ture.”  The first thing that Christ is to any body and 
the first thing that God is to any body—to the sin -
ner—in this world is Crea tor, mak ing him a new
crea ture.  “Cre ate in me a clean heart, O God; and re -
new a right spirit within me.”  Then the work of God in 
sal va tion is crea tion.

 [Af ter man is cre ated anew, the first thing he finds is
rest, as at the first crea tion—spiri tual rest.  God’s pres -
ence is with him.  He re joices as does God.  Then he
re ceives the bless ing of God as be fore the fall.]

 Eph. 1:3:  “Blessed be the God and Fa ther of our
Lord Je sus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiri -
tual bless ings in heav enly places in Christ Je sus.”
God has given to us all the spiri tual bless ings He has.
They are given to us in Christ, though.

 Then in the mat ter of spiri tual bless ing which the
Sab bath brings to us, it brings it to us from Je sus
Christ only and through Je sus Christ only; so that in
that re spect, the Sab bath is a chan nel through which
spiri tual bless ing flows from Je sus Christ to the peo -
ple of God. That is a fact; be cause all spiri tual
bless ings are given to us in Christ, and the Sab bath has 
the spiri tual bless ing of God in it, and there fore it be -
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ing spiri tual bless ing it could not get it in any other
place or way than in, by, and from Je sus Christ.

 Then fur ther:  “My pres ence shall go with thee.”
His pres ence makes holy the per son where He is.  And 
fur ther:  an other thought,  to come up to the same
point an other way.  “I am not ashamed of the gos pel of
Christ; for it is the power of God unto sal va tion to
every one that be lieveth.”  But the power of God unto
sal va tion is the same power in the crea tion.   So you
do not need any other sign of the mani fes ta tion of the
power of God; you can not have it; it is im pos si ble.

Well then, the gos pel is the “power of God unto sal -
va tion,” and the gos pel is “Christ in you, the hope of
glory.”  Then the man who be lieves in the gos pel of Je -
sus Christ, Christ dwells in him.  Christ’s pres ence is
there; and Christ’s pres ence makes holy.  That is what
made the Sab bath holy.  Then the Sab bath, in the point 
of the mat ter of ho li ness, is ex actly the sign of what
Christ is to the man who be lieves in Him.

Fur ther, the pres ence of Christ sanc ti fies.  Then in
sanc ti fi ca tion the Sab bath is the sign of what Christ is
to the be liever.  Don’t you see.  So unto the be liever in
Je sus, God in Christ cre ates anew; to him God is rest,
re fresh ing, de light, re joic ing, bless ing, ho li ness,
sanc ti fi ca tion.  That is what Christ is to the be liever;
but that is what He was to the Sab bath long ago, for the 
be liever.

 Then an other thing:  Christ is made unto us wis -
dom, right eous ness, sanc ti fi ca tion, and re demp tion.
He is our sanc ti fi ca tion.  Sanc ti fi ca tion and its ul ti -
mate pur pose, ac com plished pur pose, is the com plete
work of Christ fin ished in the in di vid ual.  The im age
of Christ com pletely formed in the be liever; so that
when Christ looks upon the be liever He sees Him self.
That is so; that is sanc ti fi ca tion.

 Now the right eous ness of God in Je sus Christ is
that which makes us right eous, which saves us, which
sanc ti fies us, which is all in all to us.  When we have
ob tained that right eous ness, and that right eous ness is
there ac cord ing to right eous ness, God’s idea of right -
eous ness, what is it that wit nesses to the right eous ness 
of God in the be liever in Je sus?  The law of God.  But
here is this work of Christ grow ing up in the in di vid -
ual, that pro gres sive work—the work of sanc ti fy ing.
It is the growth of Christ in the in di vid ual.  When
Christ has grown to the full ness there, then that is the
com pleted work of sanc ti fi ca tion.

 Then the Sab bath stands there in this fin ished work
of God in sal va tion—the Sab bath stands there at the
pin na cle of the law it self, as the wit ness of the sanc ti -
fi ca tion com pleted; so that the Sab bath is the sign of
the com pleted work of God in the origi nal crea tion,
and in this sec on dary crea tion, which is the car ry ing
out of the origi nal pur pose of crea tion.

Now an other thought:  The Sab bath be ing the sign of
what Christ is to the be liever, will the be liever know
fully what the Sab bath is un til he knows fully what
Christ is?  [Con gre ga tion: “No”]  So, then, when the
knowl edge of God in Je sus Christ has ab sorbed all of
the mind it self, then the Sab bath will be also known
fully to the mind it self.  But the Sab bath is the sign of
what God is in Christ; and when that is brought fully to
the mind it self, what is that but the im age of God, the
name of God, in the mind of the be liever, and that the
seal of the liv ing God, through the Sab bath of the Lord?

Well then, you see at every step of the way, every
line of thought, brings us only face to face with that,
that the Sab bath as it is in Je sus Christ, and as the be -
liever in Je sus ob serves it, that alone is the seal of the
liv ing God.  Sat ur day keep ing is not the seal of God.
Christ as He is re flected in the Sab bath of the Lord,
through the Sab bath of the Lord, and in it, in the mind
and heart of the be liever, in the liv ing im age of God
com pleted,—that is the seal of the liv ing God.  Then
there is writ ten in the fore heads of that peo ple the
name of the Fa ther.

 [Now A. T. Jones takes us to Num. 6:23- 27 for a com -
pari son of what took place on the day of the Is ra el ite
atone ment re gard ing the “name.”  See also Rev. 3:9-12.]

Now:— “Him that over cometh will I make a pil lar
in the tem ple of my God, and he shall go no more out:
and I will write upon him the name of My God, and the 
name of the city of My God, which is new Je ru sa lem,
which cometh down out of heaven from My God: and
I will write upon him My new name.” (Rev. 3:12)
Then when His work of atone ment is fin ished, the
name of God is com pleted in the mind, and He pro -
nounces the work fin ished; for what God is there, in
the be liever and in the Sab bath, is the sign of a fin -
ished work in sanc ti fi ca tion.

Now Isa. 58:13, 14:  “If thou turn away thy foot
from the Sab bath, from do ing thy pleas ure on My holy 
day; and call the Sab bath a de light, the holy of the
Lord, hon or able; and shalt honor Him, not do ing thine 
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own ways, nor find ing thine own pleas ure, nor speak -
ing thine own words: then shalt thou de light thy self in
the” Sab bath. [Con gre ga tion: “No, ‘d elight thy self in
the Lord.’”] Why not in the Sab bath? Doesn’t it say
you are to call the Sab bath a de light? That you are to
call it the holy of the Lord? Hon or able? Not do ing
thine own ways. Then why not de light your self in the
Sab bath? Ah, there is that mean ing there, you see; you 
do that to the Sab bath, and you de light your self in the
Lord; be cause the Sab bath is the sign of what the Lord
is to the man.

 The Sab bath has the liv ing im age of Je sus and the
pres ence of Je sus Christ in it. He put it there; He put it
there for the man; and the man who be lieves in Je sus
Christ can get it there. In ad di tion to the bless ing he
has of the Lord, when he comes to the Sab bath day, he
gets ad di tional bless ing from the Lord. It mat ters not
how much the pres ence of Christ is with him, when he
comes to the Sab bath day, ad di tional pres ence of
Christ comes to him.  He knows it.

No dif fer ence how much of the rest of the Lord he is 
en joy ing, when he comes to the Sab bath, which is the
sign of what Christ is to the be liever, and has the pres -
ence of Christ in it, it brings to him ad di tional rest in
the Lord.  No dif fer ence how much ho li ness of Christ
he has in him, when he comes to the Sab bath more of it 
is re vealed in him from ob serv ing it in the fear of
Christ, and by faith in Him.  No dif fer ence, though he
be com pletely sanc ti fied, and all of self is gone, and
none but Christ there, even then, when he comes to the 
Sab bath day, in the depths of eter nity it will re veal to
him still more of the won der ful knowl edge and the
sanc ti fy ing, grow ing power there is in Je sus Christ to
the man who be lieves in Him.  (G.C. Bul le tin 1893,
pp. 450- 456)

Com ments:

[Text ref er ences not given in the ar ti cle:  Exo dus
20:8-11; Gene sis 2:1-3; 1 Pe ter 1:23; John 4:24; 1 Cor in -
thi ans 2:14; Eze kiel 20:20; Gene sis 3:15; 2 Cor in thi ans
5:17; Psalms 51:10; Exo dus 33:14; Ro mans 1:16; Co los -
sians 1:27.]

Dear broth ers and sis ters, we need to take heed to this
beau ti ful mes sage that the Lord in His mercy has
brought to our at ten tion at this time.  The end of all
things is upon us.  The fol low ing thoughts are very per -
ti nent:

“The dark ness of the world is great, and in di vidu ally
we shall have light just to the de gree to which we im -
prove it.”  (Re view & Her ald, April 25, 1893)

“For light un con fessed and un ac know ledged and un -
im proved be comes dark ness to those who ref use to
re ceive it and walk in it. …

 “The first step taken in the path of un be lief and re jec -
tion of light is a dan ger ous thing, and the only way for
those who have taken this step to re cover them selves
from the snares of Sa tan is to ac cept that which the Lord
sent them but which they re fused to re ceive.  This will be 
a hum bling to the soul but will be for their sal va tion.
God will not be tri fled with.  He will not re move all rea -
son for doubt, but He will give suf fi cient evi dence upon
which to base faith.”  (Manu script Re leases, vol. 16, p. 226 
- 1889)

“Study to show thy self ap proved unto God, a work -
man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly di vid ing
the word of truth.” (2 Timo thy 2:15)

“Let every one who claims to be lieve that the Lord is
soon com ing, search the Scrip tures as never be fore; for
Sa tan is de ter mined to try every de vice pos si ble to keep
souls in dark ness, and blind the mind to the per ils of the
times in which we are liv ing.   Search for the truth as for
hid den treas ures, and dis ap point the en emy.”  (Re view
& Her ald, No vem ber 22, 1892)

“The love of Christ, the love of our breth ren, will tes -
tify to the world that we have been with Je sus and
learned of Him.  Then will the mes sage of the third an -
gel swell to a loud cry, and the whole earth will be
light ened with the glory of the Lord.” (Tes ti mo nies for
the Church, vol. 6, p. 401)

Mat tie Lau rell

 (Sis ter Mat tie Lau rell is an oc to ge nar ian, cur rently 
liv ing with her daugh ter, Es ther. Mat tie’s mother was
four years old when her par ents ac cepted the third an -
gel’s mes sage in 1890, and later, while in nurse’s
train ing at Wash ing ton Sani tar ium, she was able to
hear El len White speak at the 1909 Gen eral Con fer -
ence ses sion in Wash ing ton, D. C. You may con tact
Sis ter Lau rell by writ ing 1420 John son Rd., Chunky,
MS 39323)
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AC TION IN DAL LAS
The last Prom ise Keep ers meet ing of the year was

held a few weeks ago in Dal las, Texas. On Oc to ber
24- 25, over forty thou sand men gath ered at the Texas
Sta dium near Dal las. Twelve of our broth ers and sis -
ters made the trip to dis trib ute over 20,000 tracts on
the subject of the ecu meni cal move ment. The men at
this meet ing were more re cep tive than at any other
Prom ise Keep ers gathering we have attended.

Im me di ately upon ar riv ing we be gan to dis trib ute
the tracts near the en trances into the sta dium. Within
half an hour a se cu rity guard came up to me, grabbed
my tracts, and told me that I could not pass the fli ers
out there. This man was very hos tile. In an ef fort to
com ply with his re quest, Brother Gary Lewel len
picked up the half empty box of tracts and be gan to
leave. The man ordered Gary to give him the tracts.
“You can’t take these tracts, we’ll leave right now,”
Gary pro tested. “Oh yes I can,” the man de clared, and
with that he force fully pulled the box off Gary’s
shoul der. Soon two po lice of fi cers rode up on bi cy -
cles. Gary exclaimed, “I’m glad your here of fi cer, that 
man just stole from me,” point ing to the se cu rity
guard. The se cu rity guard re plied, “That’s right, I
stole from you!” the se cu rity guard ad mit ted.

The of fi cer talked with the se cu rity guard pri vately
and re turned, tell ing us that we had to leave the prop -
erty now or we would be ar rested. When Gary asked
for the tracts to be re turned, the of fi cer said we could
pick them up at the po lice sta tion the next day. “Af ter
this meet ing is over,” in ter jected the se cu rity guard.
The of fi cer replied, “That’s even bet ter, you can pick
them up on Mon day morn ing.” (The meet ings lasted
from Fri day even ing ‘til Sat ur day even ing.) Af ter
more dis cus sion we left the property.

Gary ob tained some more tracts from his van and
de cided to go out next to the road where many peo ple
were pass ing. There was a po lice of fi cer di rect ing
traf fic there who said, “This is city prop erty and you
are not al lowed to pass lit era ture out here.” Gary
replied, “I have the right to pass out lit era ture on pub -
lic prop erty.” “This isn’t pub lic prop erty, this is city
prop erty.” ex plained the of fi cer. “We were al lowed to
pass out lit era ture on city prop erty in St. Louis, Chi -
cago, and Wash ing ton, D.C.” Gary in formed him. The
of fi cer re torted, “This is Irving, Texas, and there is no
place in the city of Irving where you can pass out re lig -
ious lit era ture.”

Sur pris ingly, af ter this con ver sa tion, the of fi cer
stated, “You’re not al lowed to pass them out here, but
I’ll let you do it any way. Just stand over there and
don’t slow up traf fic.” Gary was able to distribute
many tracts be fore the of fi cers on bi cy cles ar rived.
These men wanted to ar rest Gary, but the of fi cer di -
rect ing traf fic in formed them, “I’m han dling this.” He 
then told Gary that he had to leave.

We had driven 1000 miles to be there, and we did
not in tend to give up that eas ily. We praise God that
He al lowed us to find two places away from the sta -
dium, where there was a great deal of pe des trian
traf fic from the sta dium, and pass out over 20,000
tracts! We have never been har assed by authori ties as
much as we were in Texas.

It be came very evident that this re lig ious move ment,
al though claim ing to be tol er ant of var ied be liefs, is
very an gry with those who do not agree with them. The
po lice of fi cers would not have given us trou ble if it
were not for the pres sure of this large re lig ious group.

Gov ern ments, of them selves, do not, and have
never, per se cuted peo ple for their re lig ious be liefs. It
is only when re lig ious groups gain in flu ence over the
gov ern ment, pres sur ing it to per se cute those who do
not con form, that the gov ern ment per se cutes peo ple
for their re lig ious be liefs. This un ion is re ferred to in
the Bi ble as a beast. The United States of Ameri ca is
rep re sented in the sec ond half of Reve la tion 13 as be -
gin ning as a lamb- like beast; yet it later speaks as a
dragon, ex er cis ing all the power of the first beast. The
United States will in deed per se cute peo ple for hold -
ing be liefs that are not gen er ally ac cepted by the
ma jor ity of Chris ten dom. Please study Reve la tion 13
to see what will surely come to pass.

We have al ready re ceived over ten re sponses from
the Texas meet ings. Here is an ex am ple:

“I re ceived your pam phlet upon walk ing out of
Texas Sta dium fol low ing Prom ise Keep ers this week -
end. This book is very ap peal ing to me and I have a
sin cere hun ger to read any books on proph ecy. This
one sounds very ap peal ing!  … Your time and ef forts
are ap pre ci ated.”

Harker Heights, Texas

Praise the Lord that He is able to work with fee ble
peo ple, as we are, who are made of clay.

Lynn ford Beachy
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Youth’s Cor ner
Christ Our Right eous ness

(WE wish to en cour age all who are young, at least in
heart, to study these les sons and fill in the blanks with
an swers from the Bi ble.)

Christ the Law giver

1. To whom has all judg ment been given and why? John 
5:22, 23

2. Be sides Judge, what other ti tle be longs to the LORD?
Isaiah 33:22

3. By what name did the LORD re veal Him self to
Moses at the burn ing bush? Exo dus 3:14

4. Who claimed to be the “I AM”? John 8:48- 58

5. When the chil dren of Is rael be came dis cour aged,
whom did they speak against? Num bers 21:4-6

6. Whom did Paul say the chil dren of Is rael tempted?
1 Cor in thi ans 10:9

7. For whom did Moses leave the treas ures of Egypt?
Hebrews 11:24- 26

8. Who was “the Rock” that led Is rael dur ing the forty
years of wan der ing in Ara bia? 1 Cor in thi ans 10:4

9. Who spoke the 10 com mand ments at Mt. Si nai? Exo -
dus 20:1, 2 (See Note 1)

10. Who spoke us ing par ables? Mat thew 13:34, 35

11. In the proph ecy of Psalm 78 that Mat thew quotes, to
what does the speaker of par ables ask the peo ple to “give
ear”? Psalm 78:1, 2 (See Note 2)

Notes:

1. “Who spoke these words? The One who brought them
from Egypt. And who was the Leader of Is rael from
Egypt? It was Christ. Then who spoke the law from Mt.
Si nai? It was Christ, the bright ness of the Fa ther’s glory,
and the ex press im age of His Per son, who is the mani fes -
ta tion of God to man. It was the Crea tor of all cre ated
things, and the One to whom all judg ment has been com -
mit ted.” (Christ Our Right eous ness, pp. 43, 44)

2. “The fact that Christ is a part of the God head, pos -
sess ing all the at trib utes of Di vin ity, be ing the equal of
the Fa ther in all re spects, as Crea tor and Law giver, is the
only force there is in the atone ment. It is this alone
which makes re demp tion a pos si bil ity. Christ died ‘that
He might bring us to God’ (1 Pe ter 3:18); but, if He
lacked one iota of be ing equal to God, He could not
bring us to Him. Di vin ity means hav ing the at trib utes of 
De ity.  If Christ were not Di vine, then we should have
only a hu man sac ri fice.

“The sin ner’s surety of full and free par don lies in the
fact that the Law giver Him self, the One against whom
he has re belled and whom he has de fied, is the One who
gave Him self for us.”  (Ibid., pp. 45- 47)

Young Peo ple’s De light tells about a boy who was tak -
ing a trip on a steam boat.  One day as he sat alone on the
deck, two evil men agreed to try to per suade him to
drink. So one of them came over to the boy and in vited
him to have a glass of wine with him. “No thank you,
sir,” said the lit tle fel low, “but I never drink in toxi cat ing
liq uors.”

“It will not hurt you, my lad. Come and have a drink
with me.”

“‘Wine is a mocker, strong drink is rag ing: and who -
so ever is de ceived thereby is not wise,’” was the boy’s
an swer. Con tin ued on page 7, col umn 1.
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“You need not be de ceived by it. I would not have you
drink too much. A lit tle would do you no harm, but
would li ven you up.”

“‘At last it biteth like a ser pent, and stin geth like an
adder,’” said the bright boy. “And I cer tainly think it
wiser not to play with add ers.”

“My fine lit tle fel low,” said his tempter, “it will give
me great pleas ure if you will drink just one glass of the
best wine with me.”

“My Bi ble says, ‘If sin ners en tice thee, con sent thou
not.’”

That proved to be a stun ning blow, and the evil man
went back to his com pan ion and con fessed, “The
young ster is so full of the Bi ble that I can not do any thing 
with him.” (Se lected)

“Re mem ber now thy Crea tor in the
days of thy youth.” Eccle sia stes 12:1
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Old Paths is pub lished monthly by Smyrna Gos pel Min is tries,
HC 64 Box 128-B, Welch, WV 24801- 9606. It is sent free upon
re quest. Phone: Office: (304) 732- 9204; Home: (304) 732- 8609; 
You may reach the edi tors at the above ad dress or by e- mail,
Stump: edi tor@smyrna.org;  Beachy: be rean@mid west.net.

Edi tor: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Al len Stump
As so ci ate Edi tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn ford Beachy

Pub lish er’s Note:
A RE MINDER to those who have ac cess or know

of others who have ac cess to the Inter net: Old Paths
may be found on line at: http://www.smyrna.org. We
cur rently have sev eral Bi ble stud ies and books such as 
Christ Our Right eous ness, Steps to Christ, and The
Foun da tion of Our Faith avail able on line.

WE WISH to clar ify the resi dence of Brother
Lynn ford Beachy. Lynnford does not live with the
Stump fam ily. Brother Beachy stays in the guest room 
at the Smyrna Chapel. Calls for Brother Lynn ford
should not be di rected to the Stump home. Lynn ford
may be reached at the of fice number: (304) 732- 9204.
Please avoid late even ing calls ex cept emer gen cies.

TO HELP with the in creased work load and also
en hance our pub li ca tions, we have made ar range -
ments to pur chase a used, but very nice, two color
print ing press. The wa ter sys tem will need up graded
for maxi mum re pro duc tions. The cost of the up grade
will be ap proxi mately three thou sand dol lars. Please
re mem ber this proj ect in your pray ers that it may
come to frui tion as soon as pos si ble. ?

Edi to rial: We have been told that 
“Our time be longs to God. Every mo ment is His, and
we are un der the most sol emn ob li ga tion to im prove it
to His glory. Of no tal ent He has given will He re quire
a more strict ac count than of our time.” (Christ’s Ob -
ject Les sons, p. 342) Per haps it would be help ful to
se ri ously con sider how our time has been used this
last year. 

How have we spent our time this last year? Have we 
been so busy with the things of the world that per sonal 
de vo tional time with the Mas ter has been crowded out 
of our lives? While God has com mis sioned work as a
bene fit to man, are we work ing so much that there is
no time for suf fi cient prayer and study? Je sus says:
“But seek ye first the king dom of God, and his right -
eous ness; and all these things shall be added unto
you.” (Mat thew 6:33)

Our study hab its should be im proved. God’s word
tells us to “Study to shew thy self ap proved unto God,
a work man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly di -
vid ing the word of truth.” (2 Timo thy 2:15) Let us be
care ful stu dents of the sa cred pas sages be cause there
is “lit tle benefit derived from a hasty reading of the
Scriptures. One may read the whole Bible through
and yet fail to see its beauty or comprehend its deep
and hidden meaning. One passage studied until its
significance is clear to the mind and its relation to the
plan of salvation is evident, is of more value than the
perusal of many chapters with no definite purpose in
view and no positive instruction gained. Keep your
Bible with you. As you have opportunity, read it; fix
the texts in your mem ory.” (Steps to Christ, p. 90)

“But sanc tify the Lord God in your hearts: and be
ready al ways to give an an swer to every man that
asketh you a rea son of the hope that is in you with
meek ness and fear.” (1 Pe ter 3:15)

Al len Stump
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