


The Jan u ary through March 2012 issue of the Adult Sab bath School Bible
Study Guide (ASSBSG) is enti tled Glimpses of Our God. The prin ci pal con -
trib u tor for the adult Bible study guide is Dr. Jo Ann Davidson, pro fes sor of
the ol ogy at the Sev enth-day Adven tist Theo log i cal Sem i nary at Andrews
Uni ver sity. How ever, it should be remem bered that the prin ci pal con trib u -
tor is a con trib u tor and not, in the strict est sense, the author of the les sons as
they are printed. Accord ing to Dr. Davidson, her manu script was heavily
edited. In an email response, she noted:

The quar terly was al most en tirely re writ ten, and even the or der of the
weekly les sons com pletely re ar ranged.

This com ments book let will give brief com ments on Les sons 6 through 9.

Les son 6 — God the Law giver

“The law of God is as sacred as God Him self. It is a rev e la tion of His will, a
tran script of His char ac ter, the expres sion of divine love and wis dom”
(Patri archs and Proph ets, p. 52). The Bible speaks of God’s Ten Com -
mand ment law using the same descrip tive super la tives that it uses to
describe God and his char ac ter. For exam ple, God’s law is “holy, and just,
and good” (Romans 7:12). God’s law is “per fect” (Psalm 19:7) and “righ -
teous ness” (Psalm 119:172). God is also “holy” (Isa iah 6:3; Rev e la tion
4:8); “just” (Romans 3:26; Rev e la tion 15:3); “good” (Psalm 119:68); “per -
fect” (Mat thew 5:48), and “righ teous” (Rev e la tion 16:5).

So far from mak ing ar bi trary re quire ments, God’s law is given to men
as a hedge, a shield. Who ever ac cepts its prin ci ples is pre served from
evil. Fi del ity to God in volves fi del ity to man. Thus the law guards the
rights, the in di vid u al ity, of ev ery hu man be ing. It re strains the su pe rior
from op pres sion, and the sub or di nate from dis obe di ence. It en sures
man’s well-be ing, both for this world and for the world to come. To the
obe di ent it is the pledge of eter nal life, for it ex presses the prin ci ples that
en dure for ever. (Ed u ca tion, pp. 76, 77)

Sunday, Feb ru ary 5: Inspi ra tion declares the law to belong to and orig i -
nate from God the Father. Note, for exam ple:

If ye keep my com mand ments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have 
kept my Fa ther’s com mand ments, and abide in his love. (John 15:10)

So then with the mind I my self serve the law of God. (Romans 7:25)

Be cause the car nal mind is en mity against God: for it is not sub ject to
the law of God, nei ther in deed can be. (Romans 8:7)
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The claim that Christ by His death abol ished His Fa ther’s law is with -
out foun da tion. (The Great Con tro versy, p. 466)

Through the grace of Christ they may be en abled to ren der obe di ence
to the Fa ther’s law. (Pa tri archs and Proph ets, p. 338)

In the intro duc tion to The Great Con tro versy, Ellen White states the fol -
low ing, con cern ing the speak ing of the law of God at Sinai:

The Ten Com mand ments were spo ken by God Him self, and were writ -
ten by His own hand. (The Great Con tro versy, p. v)

How ever, she also notes: 

All the com mu nion be tween heaven and the fallen race has been
through Christ. It was the Son of God that gave to our first par ents the
prom ise of re demp tion. It was He who re vealed Him self to the pa tri archs. 
Adam, Noah, Abra ham, Isaac, Ja cob, and Mo ses un der stood the gos pel.
They looked for sal va tion through man’s Sub sti tute and Surety. These
holy men of old held com mu nion with the Sav iour who was to come to
our world in hu man flesh; and some of them talked with Christ and heav -
enly angels face to face.

Christ was not only the leader of the He brews in the wil der ness—the
An gel in whom was the name of Je ho vah, and who, veiled in the cloudy
pil lar, went be fore the host—but it was He who gave the law to Is rael.
[SEE AP PEN DIX, NOTE 7.] Amid the aw ful glory of Si nai, Christ de -
clared in the hear ing of all the peo ple the ten pre cepts of His Fa ther’s law.
It was He who gave to Mo ses the law en graved upon the ta bles of stone.
(Pa tri archs and Proph ets, p. 366)

The note added by the pub lish ers in Appen dix 7 says:

THAT THE ONE WHO SPOKE THE LAW, WHO CALLED MO SES 
INTO THE MOUNT AND TALKED WITH HIM, WAS OUR LORD
JE SUS CHRIST, IS EV I DENT FROM THE FOL LOW ING CON SID -
ER ATIONS:

CHRIST IS THE ONE THROUGH WHOM GOD HAS AT ALL
TIMES RE VEALED HIM SELF TO MAN. “BUT TO US THERE IS
BUT ONE GOD, THE FA THER, OF WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, AND 
WE IN HIM; AND ONE LORD JE SUS CHRIST, BY WHOM ARE
ALL THINGS, AND WE BY HIM.” 1 CO RIN THI ANS 8:6. “THIS IS
HE [MO SES], THAT WAS IN THE CHURCH IN THE WIL DER NESS
WITH THE AN GEL WHICH SPAKE TO HIM IN THE MOUNT SI -
NAI, AND WITH OUR FA THERS: WHO RE CEIVED THE LIVELY
OR A CLES TO GIVE UNTO US.” ACTS 7:38. THIS AN GEL WAS
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THE AN GEL OF GOD’S PRES ENCE (ISA IAH 63:9), THE AN GEL IN 
WHOM WAS THE NAME OF THE GREAT JE HO VAH (EX O DUS
23:20–23). THE EX PRES SION CAN RE FER TO NO OTHER THAN
THE SON OF GOD.

AGAIN: CHRIST IS CALLED THE WORD OF GOD. JOHN 1:1–3.
HE IS SO CALLED BE CAUSE GOD GAVE HIS REV E LA TIONS TO
MAN IN ALL AGES THROUGH CHRIST. IT WAS HIS SPIRIT THAT
IN SPIRED THE PROPH ETS. 1 PE TER 1:10, 11. HE WAS RE -
VEALED TO THEM AS THE AN GEL OF JE HO VAH, THE CAP TAIN
OF THE LORD’S HOST, MI CHAEL THE ARCH AN GEL. (Ibid., p.
761; cap i tal let ters in original)

So did both God the Father and Jesus ver bally pro claim the Ten Com -
mand ments? It would not appear so, but, rather, that God pro claimed them,
as he does all rev e la tion through, and by, Jesus Christ.

Writ ing in his book Christ and His Righ teous ness, E. J. Waggoner gives
solid rea son ing to believe that the Law was spo ken by Jesus Christ. Here is
one of three dif fer ent lines of Scrip ture prov ing that it was Christ who spoke 
the Father’s law:

When the Lord co mes, it will be with a shout (1 Thess. 4:16), which
will pierce the tombs and arouse the dead (John 5:28, 29). “The Lord
shall roar from on high and ut ter His voice from his holy hab i ta tion; he
shall might ily roar upon his hab i ta tion; he shall give a shout, as they that
tread the grapes, against all the in hab it ants of the earth. A noise shall
come even to the ends of the earth; for the Lord hath a con tro versy with
the na tions; he will plead with all flesh; he will give them that are wicked
to the sword, saith the Lord.” Jer. 25:30, 3. Com par ing this with Rev.
19:11–21, where Christ as the Leader of the ar mies of heaven, the Word
of God, King of kings, and Lord of lords, goes forth to tread the wine-
press of the fierce ness and wrath of Al mighty God, de stroy ing all the
wicked, we find that it is Christ who roars from His hab i ta tion against all
the in hab it ants of the earth, when He has His con tro versy with the na -
tions. Joel adds an other point, when he says, “The Lord also shall roar out 
of Zion, and ut ter His voice from Je ru sa lem; and the heav ens and the
earth shall shake.” Joel 3:16.

From these texts, to which oth ers might be added, we learn that in con -
nec tion with the com ing of the Lord to de liver His peo ple, He speaks with 
a voice that shakes the earth and the heav ens—“the earth shall reel to and
from like a drunk ard, and shall be re moved like a cot tage” (Isa. 24:20),
and “the heav ens shall pass away with a great noise” (2 Pe ter 3:10). Now
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read Heb. 12:25,26: “See that ye re fuse not Him that speaketh; for if they
es caped not who re fused Him that spake on earth, much more shall not
we es cape, if we turn away from Him that speaketh from heaven; whose
voice then shook the earth; but now He hath prom ised, say ing, Yet once
more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven.”

The time when the Voice speak ing on earth shook the earth was when
the law was spo ken from Si nai (Ex. 19:18–20; Heb. 12:18–20), an event
that for aw ful ness has never had a par al lel and never will have un til the
Lord co mes with all the an gels of heaven to save His peo ple. But note:
The same voice that then shook the earth will, in the com ing time, shake
not only earth, but heaven also, and we have seen that it is the voice of
Christ that will sound with such vol ume as to shake heaven and earth
when He has His con tro versy with the na tions. There fore it is dem on -
strated that it was the voice of Christ that was heard from Si nai,
pro claim ing the ten com mand ments. This is no more than would nat u -
rally be con cluded from what we have learned con cern ing Christ as
Cre ator and the Maker of the Sab bath. (Christ and His Righ teous ness,
pp. 42, 43)

Mon day, Feb ru ary 6: Clearly the law of God was known to man kind
before the rev e la tion at Mt. Sinai, for the law defines sin (1 John 3:4), and
Paul writes that “where no law is, there is no trans gres sion” (Romans 4:15).
Since we are sure that there was trans gres sion of his law before Sinai, we
must con cluded that many, per haps most all peo ple had some knowl edge of
God’s law for surely the world was not sin less before Sinai. Below are Bible 
verses which show that the Ten Com mand ments were all known before they 
were for mally cod i fied at Sinai.

First — Gen e sis 35:2–4 Sixth — Gen e sis 4:8–15

Sec ond — Gen e sis 31:19–34 Sev enth — Gen e sis 39:9

Third — Gen e sis 12:3 Eighth — Gen e sis 44:8, 16

Fourth — Gen e sis 2:1–3; 4:3;
                    Exo dus 16:4–26

Ninth — Gen e sis 27:12

Fifth — Gen e sis 9:20–25 Tenth — Gen e sis 25:29–34;     
                     27:1–46
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Mon day’s les son ref er ences Job 24:14, 15, where Job gives evi dence of
God’s law. Job was writ ten by Moses (The Signs of the Times, Feb ru ary 19,
1880), when he was in the desert of Midian before the giv ing of the law at
Sinai.

Tues day, Feb ru ary 7: As noted in the the chart for Mon day’s les son, we
have listed Gen e sis 4:3 for an evi dence of the Sab bath being known and
observed before Sinai. The text reads: “And in pro cess of time it came to
pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offer ing unto the
LORD.” Verse 4 speaks of Abel bring ing an offer ing of his flocks. This hap -
pened “in the pro cess of time.” Young’s Lit eral Trans la tion agrees with the
mar ginal read ing from the Hebrew, when it says: “And it com eth to pass at
the end of days.” There is a time period that marks the end of days for wor -
ship. This time period was the only one at this point that had been given to
man, and it is the Sab bath. The idea is not sim ply an Adven tist inter pre ta -
tion for The Crit i cal Com men tary and Explan a tory on the Whole Bible by
Jamie son, Fausset, and Brown states: “Hebrew, ‘at the end of days,’ prob -
a bly on the Sab bath.”

Wednes day, Feb ru ary 8: Israel real ized that they were taken into Bab y -
lo nian cap tiv ity because of a fail ure to keep God’s law (Deu ter on omy
28:4–45; Jer e miah 25:8–11; 29:24–28; Hosea 4:6; etc.). What Israel failed
to real ize was that one’s faith, work ing through love, could enable them to
keep God’s com mand ments (Galatians 2:20; 5:6). How ever, those who do
not receive a love of the truth will per ish (2 Thessalonians 2:10).

Thurs day, Feb ru ary 9: What we today call the new cov e nant was first
given to Adam and Eve in Eden and later con firmed to Abra ham. Faith in
Christ to come did not annul the law of God, but the law would be writ ten in
the hearts of those who, by faith, accepted Christ. Jer e miah noted:

Be hold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new cov e -
nant with the house of Is rael, and with the house of Ju dah: Naccording to
the cov e nant that I made with their fa thers in the day that I took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my cov e nant they
brake, al though I was an hus band unto them, saith the LORD: But this
shall be the cov e nant that I will make with the house of Is rael; Af ter those
days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their in ward parts, and write it
in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my peo ple. And
they shall teach no more ev ery man his neigh bour, and ev ery man his
brother, say ing, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the
least of them unto the great est of them, saith the LORD: for I will for give
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their in iq uity, and I will re mem ber their sin no more. (Jer e miah
31:31–34)

Notice that the law is not removed here, but instead of being writ ten upon
stone, it is now writ ten in the heart, and as Paul quotes from Jer e miah, as
given in the LXX in Hebrews 8:10, 11 and 10:16, 17, he includes the word
mind in the place of inward parts, as trans lated in the KJV. When God’s law
is put into our mind, or spirit, and when we have a love for it in our hearts,
we will be able to say, like Jesus: “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea,
thy law is within my heart” (Psalm 40:8). Since char ac ter is set in the mind
and the law, the tran script of God’s char ac ter is in the mind, we then have the 
mind that was in Christ Jesus (Philippians 2:5), the mind of God.

Les son 7 — Lord of the Sab bath

With a cou ple of excep tions, this les son will not be dis cussed on a
day-by-day basis. There are a few points that directly relate to the les son we
will first touch upon, and then the rest of this sec tion will show the impor -
tance of and the con nec tion between the truth about God and the Sab bath.
We will also dis cuss their coun ter feits, the trin ity and Sunday sacred ness,
and how they are con nected.

Directed points: Sunday’s les son states that “God cre ated a day, He
rested on that day, He blessed the sev enth-day, and He sanc ti fied it, which
means He made it holy or set it apart for holy use.” If one care fully fol lows
the sequence of events in Gen e sis 2, we see that God blessed the sev enth day 
after he had rested on it—in other words, upon the first day of the next week.

And God blessed the sev enth day, and sanc ti fied it: be cause that in it he 
had rested from all his work which God cre ated and made. (Gen e sis 2:3)

Notice that the bless ing and sanc ti fi ca tion hap pened because God had
already rested from all his work.

Wednes day’s les son speaks about Jesus and the Sab bath and states that
the Sab bath is “about peo ple, about mercy and kind ness and lov ing oth ers.”
While this is true we are not to use this as a license to do good for oth ers by
paint ing their houses on the Sab bath or by doing other jobs that are not of an
imme di ate need and that can be accom plished on another day.

Thurs day’s les son con tin ues the theme about Jesus and the Sab bath,
declar ing that the Sab bath is a time for “heal ing and restoration.” While that 
is true the Sab bath is pri mar ily a day about wor ship, and if we fail to wor -
ship God, then all else is imma te rial.

God and Wor ship: This les son on the Sab bath cov ers a basic view of the
Sab bath as a sign of cre ation and redemp tion. It points out well that the
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Sab bath com mand ment, as given in the Decalogue, speaks of a pro vi sion
for slaves (Hebrew for man ser vant), some thing that cer tainly would not
have been needed before sin nor after Jesus comes back. The empha sis upon 
the Sab bath as a sign of redemp tion is needed. Inter est ingly, many evan gel i -
cals think the Ten Com mand ments, and espe cially the Sab bath
Com mand ment, is a work, and keep ing the Sab bath indi cates that the one
obe di ent to God is try ing to save himself by works. How ever, this is Satan’s
lie. Remem ber that Satan is the father of lies (John 8:44), and he “hates the
divine pre cepts” (The Great Con tro versy, p. 608), espe cially the Sab bath.
Instead of the Sab bath being a work of the flesh, it is a work of faith and the
sign of redemp tion and righ teous ness by faith! No won der Satan has
attacked, and con tin ues to attack, the Sab bath so strongly. We have been
told:

The Sab bath is a test, not a hu man re quire ment, but God’s test. It is that
which will dis tin guish be tween those who serve God and those who
serve him not; and upon this point will come the last great con flict of the
con tro versy be tween truth and er ror. (El len G. White, His tor i cal Sketches 
of the For eign Mis sions of the Sev enth-day Ad ven tists, p. 215)

Make no mis take that the Sab bath will be the great test for God’s peo ple
at the end of time. “The Sab bath is a golden clasp that unites God and His
peo ple” (Tes ti mo nies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 351). So why does Smyrna
Gos pel Min is tries and other con cerned broth ers and sis ters con tinue to
make an issue of the truth about God? If the Sab bath is the test, why do we
not dis card all else to con cen trate upon the Sab bath ques tion? We think that
this is a rea son able ques tion and wor thy of a rea son able answer. Notice in
the above quotation that it says the Sab bath “will dis tin guish between those
who serve God and those who serve him not.” But in order to serve God, we
must know who he is. When unbe liev able pres sure is brought to bear
against the Jews, they will forgo the Sab bath for we have been told that all
the world will won der after the beast (Rev e la tion 13:3). They claim to know 
God but do not really know his per son nor char ac ter and they espe cially
reject Jesus as the Son of God.

The Sab bath will be the test, but only those who deeply and per son ally
know God will be able to with stand the pres sures that will be brought upon
them. The Sab bath will be the test, but to show who will fol low the true
God. Dan iel writes: “And such as do wick edly against the cov e nant shall he
cor rupt by flat ter ies: but the peo ple that do know their God shall be strong,
and do exploits” (Daniel 11:32). The LXX says, “And the trans gres sors
shall bring about a cov e nant by deceit ful ways: but a peo ple know ing their
God shall pre vail, and do val iantly.” God’s peo ple who know him will be
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val iant in their stand against the beast, the image of the beast, and the mark
of the beast.

Per haps you did not know that there is a spe cial rela tion ship between the
wor ship of Sunday and trin ity. Note these two ref er ences from the Douay
Cat e chism of 1649. Con cern ing trinitarian Sunday, we read:

It is the oc tave of Whit sun day, and is so called in hon our of the Blessed Trin -

ity, to sig nify that the works of our re demp tion and sanc ti fi ca tion then

com pleted, are com mon to all the three per sons. (Douay Cat e chism of 1649,
ques tion 1089) 

Then con cern ing each Sunday, we read:

“It [Sunday] is a day ded i cated by the Apos tles to the hon our of the most holy 

Trin ity, and in mem ory that Christ our Lord arose from the dead upon Sunday,

sent down the holy Ghost on a Sunday, &c. and there fore is called the Lord’s

Day. It is also called Sunday from the old Ro man de nom i na tion of Dies Solis, the 

day of the sun, to which it was sa cred.” (Ibid., ques tion 1092)

The over pow er ing argu ment will be made by Cath o lics and apos tate
Prot es tants to Sab bath-keep ing trin i tar i ans, “We wor ship the same God. Let 
us wor ship him together on the day set apart and ded i cated to him. For the
good of soci ety, to stop the chaos in the world, let us unite.” Beloved, the
pres sure that will be brought to bear at that time can not be described today.
Only those who know God will be able to stand. We have been told:

 There will be those, who, af ter a fee ble re sis tance, will yield one point
of truth af ter an other. The rea son they will do this is that they have never
val ued truth as they should. They have never en throned the truth in the in -
ner sanc tu ary of the heart, and they have not been sanc ti fied through the
truth. They will give way to the pow ers that be, and ren der obe di ence to
men rather than to God. But those who stand firm to the truth will an swer
those who de mand their sur ren der to the tra di tions of men and their com -
pli ance with the cus tom of the ma jor ity, that they owe al le giance to a
higher au thor ity than that of the State. They will de clare that they can not
set aside the Sab bath of the great Cre ator for a man-made in sti tu tion.
They will de clare that as par tak ers of the di vine na ture, they are placed in
a po si tion where the or di nances of men, when con flict ing with the com -
mands of God, are of no force nor value. Those who are em pow ered with
au thor ity will say to them as they said to Paul, “Thou art be side thy self;”
and when per sua sion and en treaty are in vain, heavier pres sure will be
brought to bear, and the stead fast ness of Christ’s fol low ers will be tested
to the ut ter most. Ev ery con ceiv able de vice that men and de mons can in -
vent will be brought to bear against them to over come them; but those
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who have learned how to cling to God will not abate one jot or tit tle of
truth. (The Re view and Her ald, Oc to ber 23, 1894)

Beloved, if we are to stand firm under such great pres sure we must stand
firm today when the winds of strife and per se cu tion are just barely begin -
ning to kick up. For if we begin to com pro mise now, even a lit tle at a time,
we are sure to fall prey to Satan. We have been told:

The time is not far dis tant when the test will come to ev ery soul. The
mark of the beast will be urged upon us. Those who have step by step
yielded to worldly de mands and con formed to worldly cus toms will not
find it a hard mat ter to yield to the pow ers that be, rather than sub ject
them selves to de ri sion, in sult, threat ened im pris on ment, and death. The
con test is be tween the com mand ments of God and the com mand ments of
men. In this time the gold will be sep a rated from the dross in the church.
True god li ness will be clearly dis tin guished from the ap pear ance and tin -
sel of it. Many a star that we have ad mired for its bril liancy will then go
out in dark ness. Chaff like a cloud will be borne away on the wind, even
from places where we see only floors of rich wheat. All who as sume the
or na ments of the sanc tu ary, but are not clothed with Christ’s righ teous -
ness, will ap pear in the shame of their own na ked ness. (Tes ti mo nies for
the Church, vol. 5, p. 81)

If today we can not now “jeal ously guard the edges of the Sab bath [and]
remem ber that every moment is con se crated, holy time” (Ibid., vol. 6,
p. 356), how can we expect to be faith ful to God in the soon-com ing cri sis?
If we today tram ple upon God’s holy day, how shall we hal low it dur ing the
com ing time of trou ble? Of course, we know the answers to these ques tions. 
Beloved, we will not be faith ful then, if we are not faith ful now.

God will have a peo ple who will “build the old waste places,” who will
“raise up the foun da tions of many gen er a tions,” and who shall “be called
the repairer of the breach, the restorer of paths to dwell in” (Isa iah 58:12).
You can be one such per son, as you learn to know, love, and trust the God
the Bible reveals, in the place of the god of the coun cils.

Les son 8 — Cre ation Care

This les son is on stew ard ship of the earth and its resources. This appears to
be an impor tant, polit i cally-cor rect sub ject that has to be addressed today
by the churches of the world.

Man is using the earth’s resources at an alarm ing rate. With over seven
bil lion peo ple, the task of feed ing the pop u la tion of the earth seems daunt -
ing, using the cur rent meth ods of food pro duc tion and the type of food
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con sump tion. Inter est ingly, it has been noted that if all the grain and
resources that were used in rais ing live stock for human con sump tion were
diverted directly into use for plant-based food for humans, these resources
alone could feed over eight bil lion peo ple.

Psalm 24:1 states: “The earth is the LORD’S, and the fulness thereof; the
world, and they that dwell therein.” This is the prin ci ple upon which stew -
ard ship is based. Humanity is not the right ful owner of the world or of its
assets. Since they belong to God and are his by right of cre ation, we are sim -
ply stew ards of this earth and its resources. As stew ards we shall be held
account able for our use of the earth. In Rev e la tion 11:18, we find the fol -
low ing warn ing:

 And the na tions were an gry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the
dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give re ward
unto thy ser vants the proph ets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy
name, small and great; and shouldest de stroy them which de stroy the
earth.

From the time that John penned these words until a lit tle more than one
hundred years ago, it might have seemed impos si ble that man could
“destroy the earth.” The earth was large, and its resources were con sid ered
unlim ited. When the United States was founded, there were few, if any, who 
could imag ine the seem ingly unlim ited resources, such as tim ber, good
water, or coal, becom ing depleted. Today, how ever, we have a very dif fer -
ent pic ture of the mat ter. Not only are resources being depleted at an
alarm ing rate, but man has the abil ity to pol lute the earth in unprec e dented
ways, includ ing non-bio de grad able mate ri als and con tam i na tion from
nuclear radi a tion, due to weap ons of mass destruc tion and faulty nuclear
power plants that are vul ner a ble both to nat u ral disas ters (Fukushima, 2011) 
and poor man age ment (Chernobyl, 1986). 

Of course, the real root of the prob lem we face is the self ish heart of man
that takes all it can for him self, regard less of the lack it leaves for oth ers or
the destruc tion it causes. As noted in the Ellen White quotation on Fri day’s
les son, “There is noth ing, save the self ish heart of man, that lives unto
itself” (The Desire of Ages, p. 20).

Les son 9 — The Bi ble and His tory

Did God cre ate our world, wind up the planet and human ity with spir i tual
and phys i cal springs, and allow us to move on with out his inter ven tion? Or
has God been a mas ter con trol ler of all that hap pens, even choos ing whom
will be saved and whom will be lost, and arrang ing mat ters in such a way
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that the elect will be saved and the damned will be lost? In this les son we see
the hand of God work ing throughout his tory.

Before we go to the main body of the les son, we wish to dis cuss the mem -
ory verse first—Rev e la tion 1:8 from the NKJV—which says: “ ‘I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the Begin ning and the End,’ says the Lord, ‘who is
and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.’ ” Some red-let ter edi tions
of the KJV only have the phrase “I am Alpha and Omega, the begin ning and
the end ing” in red text, indi cat ing that they do not believe that the lat ter part
of the verse applies to Jesus Christ, but rather to the Father, who in the Old
and New Tes ta ment is referred to as “the Almighty” (Job 11:7; Rev e la tion
21:22). The Greek word trans lated almighty is pantokrator. It is from two
words that mean all (Greek: pas) and power or strength (Greek: kratos).
Almighty is a good trans la tion of this Greek word. Rev e la tion 1:8 is com -
mented upon just one time in the Spirit of Proph ecy, where Ellen White
says:

What a Sav iour we have! It was he that re vealed him self to John on the
Isle of Patmos, and pro claimed, “I am Al pha and Omega, the be gin ning
and the end ing, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to
come, the Al mighty.” None but just such an ever-liv ing, mighty God,
could pay the ran som to save sin ners from go ing down into the pit of
death. (The Re view and Her ald, Feb ru ary 18, 1896)

In this one ref er ence we have a clear con nec tion of the Almighty to Christ, 
but if in all other texts of the Bible the word applies to the Father, can we use
this one ref er ence and apply it to Jesus? After quot ing the text Ellen White
does not call Jesus the Almighty God, but rather a “mighty God.” By strict
def i ni tion, there can not be more than one almighty—any thing else would
be coun ter to the very def i ni tion of the word and con cept. How ever, we
must remem ber that Jesus said “all power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth” (Mat thew 28:18). Since God has given all power to Christ, he can be
said to be almighty in the sense that there would be no power that has been
with held from him.

Sunday, Feb ru ary 26: God said that he declares the end from the begin -
ning. To do this he must know the end from the begin ning. In Isa iah he says:

Re mem ber the for mer things of old: for I am God, and there is none
else; I am God, and there is none like me, De clar ing the end from the be -
gin ning, and from an cient times the things that are not yet done, say ing,
My coun sel shall stand, and I will do all my plea sure. (Isa iah 46:9, 10)
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This text tells us that God not only knows all the events that are to take
place, but also that his hand inter venes in his tory, for he says that he “will do 
all” his “plea sure.” Dan iel declares:

 Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wis dom and might
are his: And he changeth the times and the sea sons: he removeth kings,
and setteth up kings: he giv eth wis dom unto the wise, and knowl edge to
them that know un der stand ing. (Dan iel 2:20, 21)

In verse 21, God is said to change times and sea sons and to set up kings
and to remove them. This is inter ven tion. Now God does not force peo ple to
serve him, but he does help put together circumstances whereby peo ple will
be drawn to him and whereby his peo ple may pros per.

It has been said that God tran scends time, and all time is as the pres ent for
God. Finite minds can only spec u late on how God relates to his cre ation of
time. How ever, we know that he is above time and space and is not bound by 
any of their restric tions that might con tain his crea tures.

Mon day, Feb ru ary 27: This les son is on the proph ets as his to ri ans. I
recently read an arti cle on CNN that described what John Shelby Spong, a
for mer Epis co pal bishop of New ark, New Jer sey, says are “the 3 big gest
bib li cal mis con cep tions.” The first of these so-called mis con cep tions is
stated as:

First, peo ple as sume the Bi ble ac cu rately re flects his tory. That is ab so -
lu te ly  not  so ,  and ev ery  bib  l i  ca l  scholar  rec  og nizes  i t .
(http://re li gion.blogs.cnn.com/2011/12/29/my-take-the-3-big gest-bib li -
cal-mis con cep tions)

Sorry Mr. Spong, but not every bib li cal scholar rec og nizes this, and in
fact, no per son who believes the Bible, scholar or not, believes this to be
true. When writ ing under inspi ra tion the proph ets gave detailed and accu -
rate his tory about what they wrote. For many years schol ars did not believe
that a race called the Hit tites existed. They claimed that the Bible sim ply
made up infor ma tion about this group. But today the race of the Hit tites is
accepted by bib li cal and non-bib li cal schol ars, who have changed their
tune, due to evi dence from arche ol ogy.

Now it is true that not all proph ets were given detailed his tor i cal infor ma -
tion; that was just not their mes sage. Ellen White was given visions of many
things that tran spired in the past, but there is no record that they were tagged
with exact place and date mak ers. For this she was dependent upon
his to rians.

Tues day, Feb ru ary 28: This les son dis cusses “Dan iel 2 and the Prov i -
dence of God in His tory.” As we noted in our intro duc tion, Dan iel declares
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that God’s hand guides his tory. Due to the exact accu racy of Dan iel’s proph -
e cies, some crit ics have said that he could not have been the one writ ing and
certainly not five hundred years before Christ. In the time of Dar ius, Dan iel
was put in the lions’ den. Today Dan iel has been put in the crit ics’ den. How -
ever, for those who would put Dan iel in the crit ics’ den, they must also put
Jesus Christ there, for Jesus spoke of Dan iel and endorsed him as a prophet
(Mat thew 24:15).

Wednes day, Feb ru ary 29: The sub ject of the great con tro versy between 
Christ and Satan is a theme that is known to a depth that only Adven tists can
under stand. While the Bible speaks of this theme, through the writ ings of
the Spirit of Proph ecy we have been granted a clearer, deeper, and more
detailed view and under stand ing of this theme than any other peo ple could
pos si bly have. Read ing Chap ter 1 in Patri archs and Proph ets, “Why Was
Sin Per mit ted?” pro vides infor ma tion not found in any non-Adven tist
sources. The same could be said for the chap ter entitled “The Ori gin of
Evil” in The Great Con tro versy. As a peo ple we have been given the priv i -
lege to have a wealth of infor ma tion upon this sub ject like no peo ple who
have ever lived. Mar tin Luther, John Wycliffe, Wil liam Tyn dale, and oth ers
were men of keen insight and had a tre men dous depth of knowl edge in the
Scrip tures, but an Adven tist youth who has read the Con flict of the Ages
series with a prayer ful desire to learn knows more about the great con tro -
versy theme them all of these great reform ers com bined!

It is a won der that so many of these books lie dusty upon our shelves. I
would encour age all our breth ren to dust off these books and read them with
your Bible and see if a revival and ref or ma tion is not the result.

Before leav ing the sub ject of his tory, we should note that we also have,
by the Spirit of Proph ecy, an inspired his tory of our peo ple, show ing how
God has worked, or, in cases, has been restricted from work ing, among
them. To dis re gard this his tory would be to our hurt, for we are told:

In re view ing our past his tory, hav ing trav eled over ev ery step of ad -
vance to our pres ent stand ing, I can say, Praise God! As I see what the
Lord has wrought, I am filled with as ton ish ment, and with con fi dence in
Christ as leader. We have noth ing to fear for the fu ture, ex cept as we shall
for get the way the Lord has led us, and His teach ing in our past his tory.
(Life Sketches, p. 196)

One inter est ing point of the his tory of the Advent peo ple, where we see
God’s direct inter ven tion, is explained in the book Early Writ ings:

Sep tem ber 23, the Lord showed me that He had stretched out His hand
the sec ond time to re cover the rem nant of His peo ple, [SEE PAGE 86.]
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and that ef forts must be re dou bled in this gath er ing time. In the scat ter -
ing, Is rael was smit ten and torn, but now in the gath er ing time God will
heal and bind up His peo ple. In the scat ter ing, ef forts made to spread the
truth had but lit tle ef fect, ac com plished but lit tle or noth ing; but in the
gath er ing, when God has set His hand to gather His peo ple, ef forts to
spread the truth will have their de signed ef fect. All should be united and
zeal ous in the work. I saw that it was wrong for any to re fer to the scat ter -
ing for ex am ples to gov ern us now in the gath er ing; for if God should do
no more for us now than He did then, Is rael would never be gath ered. I
have seen that the 1843 chart was di rected by the hand of the Lord, and
that it should not be al tered; that the fig ures were as He wanted them; that
His hand was over and hid a mis take in some of the fig ures, so that none
could see it, un til His hand was re moved. (Early Writ ings, p. 74)

It can not be con tro verted that God change the course of his tory by his
action in this case. God not only knows the future, he has the abil ity to guide
it within the lim i ta tions of man’s free will.

Thurs day, March 1: Paul notes in Colossians 1:20 that Jesus has “made
peace through the blood of his cross” and rec on ciled “all things unto him -
self; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.” Paul 
is declar ing that before the cross there were issues, even in heaven, that
were not fully clar i fied in the minds of the angels, but through the cross all
doubt or ques tions were answered.

The third para graph of Thurs day’s les son states: “The whole doc trine of
sal va tion can be expressed in this one sen tence: God can cels our hope lessly
stranded his tory and in its place puts His his tory.” The sounds like sal va tion
is lim ited to Christ’s death being sub sti tuted for my death. While Jesus
clearly must take the sin ner’s place in death, the gift of Jesus brings change
into the believ er’s life, and the sin ner is both, in title and deed, fit for
heaven. 

The proud heart strives to earn sal va tion; but both our ti tle to heaven
and our fit ness for it are found in the righ teous ness of Christ. The Lord
can do noth ing to ward the re cov ery of man un til, con vinced of his own
weak ness, and stripped of all self-suf fi ciency, he yields him self to the
con trol of God. Then he can re ceive the gift that God is wait ing to be stow. 
From the soul that feels his need, noth ing is with held. He has un re stricted
ac cess to Him in whom all full ness dwells. “For thus saith the high and
lofty One that inhabiteth eter nity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high
and holy place, with him also that is of a con trite and hum ble spirit, to re -
vive the spirit of the hum ble, and to re vive the heart of the con trite ones.”
Isa iah 57:15. (The De sire of Ages, p. 300)
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